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1 Concerning Gathering is Part 7 of my series A New & Living Way: An Investigation into New 
Covenant Worship in Spirit & in Truth but is presented here as a stand-alone article.  
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“Let us consider how to stimulate one another to LOVE and GOOD 
DEEDS, not forsaking our own ASSEMBLING TOGETHER.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
“How we get together is not nearly as important as WHY we get 
together. When fulfilling what one might perceive to be a mandate of 
scripture becomes the underlying reason to attend a local assembly, or 
when attempts to tear down man made organizations and structures, to 
get back to the way they did it back then, misses the whole point.”  

Jim Durkin Jr.2 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
2 Turning Point Gatherings, Humbolt County, CA 
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PART I 

 
Introduction 

!
"#$%!&!'()$!('*+,,!-#$!(.+/$!01+-$2!3-!,$$)$4!-+!'+%%$'-!53-#!
5#(-!&!#(4!.$$%!5*3-3%6!7!%()$892!)9!,$*3$,!$%-3-8$4!A New & 

Living Way:!An Investigation into New Covenant Worship in Spirit & Truth.3!&%!

-#3,!'1**$%-!(*-3'8$2!&;4!83<$!-+!(==*+('#!-#$!,1.>$'-!+?!@A(-#$*3%6B2!
CDE!+%!#+5!5$!6(-#$*2!+*!5#$*$!(%4!5#$%!5$!6(-#$*2!.1-!"FG!
5$!6(-#$*2!#+=3%6!-#(-!5388!8$(4!-+!,+)$!3%,36#-!3%-+!-#$!%(-1*$!+?!
+1*!'+88$'-3/$!83?$!3%!-#$!C$5!H+/$%(%-I!E#$!@'+88$'-3/$!83?$B!&;)!
*$?$**3%6!-+!3,!5+*,#3=!7!(,!5$!#(/$!4$?3%$4!3-:!(!83?$,-98$!+?!
,1**$%4$*!(%4!,$*/3'$!-+!-#$!J+*4I!K%4!>1,-!+%$!'+)=+%$%-!3%!-#3,!
83?$,-98$!3%/+8/$,!6(-#$*3%6!7!6(-#$*3%6,!+?!-#$!L''8$,3(!7!"FG!
5+184!-#$!L''8$,3(!6(-#$*M!!!!!!!!

!

 
3 A New & Living Way: List of Articles - Ecclesia / Elemental Principles of Worship / 
Another Look at Worship / Jewish Roots in Christianity / Led by the Spirit / 
Elementary Principles of the World: Sacralization of the Spiritual, Sacralization of 
the Secular, and Conventional Worship Praxes / Concerning Gathering / “I Have 
Given You as a Covenant”. Along with that series of articles, other suggested reading for this 
current article would include: “Custom and Command” by Stan Firth, “Hebrews 10:25: What are 
We Not to Forsake?” by Peter Ditzel, and “Gathering Together” by Jack Gray. 
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"$!5388!'+%,34$*!"FG!5$!5+184!6(-#$*!3%!836#-!+?:!
NO H1,-+)!!
PO E#$!C$5!E$,-()$%-!Q'*3=-1*$,!
RO E#$!C$5!H+))(%4)$%-!!
SO E#$!H+))3,,3+%!+?!-#$!H#1*'#!!!!!!!
TO E#$!C$5!H+/$%(%-!!!
!
U$?+*$!5$!.$63%2!&;4!83<$!-+!,(9!-5+!-#3%6,:!
!
E#$,$!5388!.$!>1,-!,+)$!-#+16#-,!+%!-#$!)(--$*!7!%+-!-#$!$%4!+?!
-#$!)(--$*I!&!-#3%<!-#$!H#1*'#!VL''8$,3(O!,-388!%$$4,!-#$!F+89!Q=3*3-!
-+!“guide us into all the truth.”!VW+#%!NX:NRO!!
!
E#$*$!(*$!(!8+-!+?!?++-%+-$,I!&?!9+1!4+%;-!*$(4!-#$)2!9+1!5388!)3,,!(!
8+-I!&%!-#3,!'(,$2!-#$!?++-%+-$,!+?-$%!LYZJK&C!,-(-$)$%-,!&!)(<$I!
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Custom 
 

Do we gather merely because of custom4? 
!

!
"#$!%&'()*+,&'!-*+.(/01!2!&0!'$3$'')45!(/!#$'$!).!(#$!*+.(/0!/3!-&!
*/'%/'&($!6/'.#)%!.$'7)*$1!6#)*#!).!8&.)*&,,9!*/0%').$:!/3!(#$!
3/,,/6)45!*/0%/4$4(.;!!!

• <).)()45!6)(#!/4$!&4/(#$'!8$3/'$!(#$!0$$()45!8$5)4.!
• =)45)45!
• >!*/,,$*()/4!
• >44/+4*$0$4(.!
• >!.$'0/4!
• ?/'$!.)45)45!@'$%'$.$4()45!&!*/,,$*()7$!'$.%/4.$!(/!(#$!0$..&5$A!
• B'&9$'!@'$%'$.$4()45!&!*/,,$*()7$!'$.%/4.$!(/!(#$!0$..&5$AC!
6#)*#!./0$()0$.!)4*,+:$.!%'&9$'!3/'!)4:)7):+&,!4$$:.!

• D).0)..&,!
• ?/'$!7).)()45!6)(#!/4$!&4/(#$'!&3($'!(#$!0$$()45!
• E$%$&(!/4*$!/'!(6)*$!$7$'9!=+4:&9C!%,+.!%/..)8,9C!/4$!&::)()/4&,!
$7$4)45!/3!(#$!6$$FG!!!

 
Did God tell us to gather and worship Him in this way? 

 

 
4 A habitual practice 
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Old Covenant Sacrificial Ritual 
!
H/:!:):!($,,!(#$!4&()/4!/3!2.'&$,!(/!5&(#$'!&4:!6/'.#)%!)4!&!.%$*)3)*!
6&9!&**/':)45!(/!(#$!I,:!J/7$4&4(;!K$!*/00&4:$:!(#$0!(/!
*/0$!(/5$(#$'!(#'$$!.%$*)3)*!()0$.!%$'!9$&'5!&(!&!:$.)54&($:!
%,&*$6!3/'!(#$!%+'%/.$!/3!*/4:+*()45!.%$*)3)*!&4)0&,!&4:!5'&)4!
.&*')3)*$.;7!7/,+4(&'9!.&*')3)*$.!L!8+'4(!/33$')45.8C!5'&)4!/33$')45.9C!
%$&*$!/33$')45.10C!&4:!0&4:&(/'9!.&*')3)*$.!L!.)4!/33$')45.11!&4:!
('$.%&..!/33$')45.G12!"#).!M$7)()*&,!.&*')3)*)&,!.9.($0!*/4()4+$:!3/'!
&%%'/N)0&($,9!OPPQ!9$&'.!+%!(/!RQ!>GDG!6#$4!E/0$!:$.('/9$:!
(#$!($0%,$!&(!S$'+.&,$0G!T+(!H/:C!K)0.$,3C!#&:!&,'$&:9!%+(!&4!
$4:!(/!(#).!.9.($0!&8/+(!UR!9$&'.!$&',)$'!&(!(#$!*'+*)3)N)/4!/3!
S$.+.!/3!V&W&'$(#G13!"#$.$!0&($')&,!.&*')3)*$.!6$'$!.#&:/6.X!8+(!
(#$!'$&,)(9!).!J#').(G14!V/6C!)4!(#$!V$6!J/7$4&4(C!(#$!/4,9!(#)45!

 
5 Namely, the Feasts of Unleavened Bread (Passover), Weeks (Shavuot), and Tabernacles 
(Succoth). (Exodus 23:14, 17; 34:23; Deuteronomy 16:16) 
6 First, at the tabernacle of Moses, and then at David’s tabernacle, and later at Solomon’s temple 
and the rebuilt temple in Jerusalem. (John 4:20; Cf. Deuteronomy 12:5, 13-14; 14:23-25; 26:2; 2 
Chronicles 7:15-16; Isaiah 27:13. God had forbidden any other sites of worship. (2 Kings 18:22; 
21:3; 2 Chronicles 32:12; 33:3; Isaiah 36:7) 
7 See Leviticus 23 
8 Leviticus 1; 6:8, 13; 8:18-21; 16:24. 
9 Leviticus 2; 6:14-23. 
10 Leviticus 3; 7:11-34 
11 Leviticus 4; 5:11-13; 6:24-30; 8:14-17; 16:3-22. 
12 Leviticus 5:14-19; 6:1-7; 7:1-6. 
13 Hebrews 10:1-10, 19-22 
14 Colossians 2:17 
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(#&(!*&4!8$!5)7$4!(/!H/:!&'$!.%)')(+&,!.&*')3)*$.15!Y!(#&(!).C!
-%'&).$116!Y!4&0$,9C!7$'8&,17!(#&4F.5)7)45G18!!
!
Z4:$'.(&4:)45!(#$!I,:!"$.(&0$4(!(9%$.!:/$.!#&7$!7&,+$!)4!
,$&'4)45!(#$!09.($'9!/3!J#').(G19!T+(!%'&*()*)45!I,:!J/7$4&4(!
')(+&,.!#&.!&8./,+($,9!4/!&%%,)*&()/4!)4!V$6!J/7$4&4(!6/'.#)%!/'!
[**,$.)&!5&(#$')45.G!
!

But, what about the Jewish Christians 
gathering in the temple in the Book of Acts? 

!
\#$4!6$!'$&:!)4!>*(.!];P^!(#&(!(#$!3)'.(!S$6).#!J#').()&4.!
5&(#$'$:!“Day by day continuing with one mind in the temple 

….”C!6$!&'$!($0%($:!(/!(&F$!(#&(!&.!&!-4/'0120!3/'!(#$!J#+'*#!
(/:&9G!"!T+(C!(#).!%&..&5$!:$.*')8$.!&!7$'9!+4)_+$!.$&./4!&(!(#$!
8$5)44)45!/3!(#$!J#+'*#;!S$.+.!#&:!&').$4!3'/0!(#$!:$&:!&4:!6&.!
&%%$&')45!(/!%$/%,$!&,,!/7$'!S$'+.&,$0G!>4:!S$.+.!#&:!(/,:!K).!
:).*)%,$.!(/!=">`!2V!S[EZ=>M[?!>VD!\>2"!(/!'$*$)7$!“The 

 
15 1 Peter 2:5 
16 1 Peter 2:9; Hebrews 13:15 
17 Greek: cheilos, Strong’s # 5491 
18 Greek: ainesis, Strong’s # 133  
19 Cf. My teachings: “Seeing Him Who is Unseen” and “Seeing Christ in the Tabernacle” – 
These are freely available by emailing: AtChristsTable@gmail.com   
20 i.e., prescriptive, rather than descriptive  
21 I have belonged to churches which tried gathering daily for a season, based on this verse. 
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Promise of the Father”G22!=/C!(#&(a.!6#&(!(#$.$!S$6.!6$'$!:/)45G!
"#$'$!6$'$!&8/+(!UQQQ!/3!(#$0!Y!*/0%').$:!/3!S$6.!6#/!&,'$&:9!
,)7$:!)4!S$'+.&,$0!b/)4$:!89!-:$7/+(!0$4!3'/0!$7$'9!4&()/4!+4:$'!
#$&7$41G23!!"#$.$!6$'$!0&,$.24!Y!4/(!6/0$4!&4:!*#),:'$4!Y!0$4!
6#/!6$'$!#)5#,9!'$,)5)/+.!Y!%)/+.!&4:!:$7/+(25!6#/!#&:!('&7$,$:!
7$'9!,/45!:).(&4*$.!/4!(#$)'!9$&',9!%),5')0&5$!(/!S$'+.&,$0G!>*(.!
];c!.&9.C!“Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem….”!"#$!
H'$$F!6/':C!F&(/)F$/C!)43/'0.!+.!(#&(!(#$.$!-:$7/+(!0$4!3'/0!
$7$'9!4&()/4!+4:$'!#$&7$41!#&:!:$*):$:!(/!4/6!#/+.$!)4!
S$'+.&,$0!-%$'0&4$4(,91G26!"#$.$!6$'$!%&'()*+,&'!0$4!/3!0$&4.!Y!
4/(!.#$%#$':.C!3&'0$'.C!&4:!3).#$'0$4!3'/0!(#$!/+(,9)45!:).(')*(.!
/3!S$'+.&,$0!Y!8+(!#&7)45!,$3(!(#$)'!%'/%$'()$.!&4:!%/..$..)/4.!
6$'$!4/6!4$$:)45!3//:!&4:!,/:5)45!)4!S$'+.&,$0G27!
!
>.!2!:).*+..$:!&(!,$45(#!$&',)$'!)4!(#).!.$')$.28C!(#$.$!S$6).#!
J#').()&4.!*/4()4+$:!)4!(#$)'!*+.(/0.!8&.$:!)4!(#$!?/.&)*!M&6!3/'!

 
22 Luke 24:49; Acts 1:4. 
23 Acts 2:5 
24 Greek: aner, Strong’s # 435 
25 Greek: eulabes, Strong’s # 2126 
26 Strong’s # 2730, reside, dwell, inhabit. These men had left their properties and possessions 
back in their various nations. (Acts 2:9-11) We could speculate that because of their pentecostal 
experience in Jerusalem, they may have sent word back to their households to “sell up” and join 
them in Jerusalem.   
27 Cf. Acts 2:44-45 
28 See Jewish Roots in Christianity and Led By the Spirit in the New & Living Way series.  
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UQQ!9$&'.C!')5#(!+%!(/!(#$!()0$!/3!J/4.(&4()4$G!#!24!3&*(C!(#$!
&%/.(,$!B&+,!&,./!%+8,)*,9!%'&*()*$:!(#$.$!*+.(/0.!')5#(!+%!(/!(#$!
()0$!/3!#).!&''$.(!)4!S$'+.&,$0C!&(!6#)*#!%/)4(C!(#$!K/,9!=%)')(!#&:!
8'/+5#(!#)0!(/!&!3+,,$'!+4:$'.(&4:)45!/3!(#$!$..$4()&,!:)33$'$4*$!
8$(6$$4!(#$!I,:!&4:!(#$!V$6!J/7$4&4(.C!./!(#&(!)4!#).!,&($'!
$%).(,$.30C!#$!'$3$''$:!(/!(#$.$!*+.(/0.!4$5&()7$,9!&.!“elementary 

principles of the world”31!Y!%'&*()*$.!J#').()&4.!.#/+,:!4/!,/45$'!
8$!$45&5$:!)4G!!!
!

What about the Jewish Christians, 
including the apostle Paul, 

attending synagogue services in the Book of Acts? 
!
I4$!0)5#(!6&4(!(/!0&F$!(#$!*&.$!(#&(!(#$!.94&5/5+$!.$'7)*$C!
6#)*#!%'/8&8,9!$0$'5$:!:+')45!(#$!T&89,/4)&4!J&%()7)(932C!).!(#$!
$_+)7&,$4(!/3!(#$!*#+'*#!-6/'.#)%!.$'7)*$1G!"#).!).!_+)($!('+$!Y!(#$!

 
29 This is discussed at length in Jewish Roots in Christianity and Led By the Spirit articles 

in my New & Living Way series. 
30 Galatians (later dating of the North Galatia Theory), 2 Corinthians, Romans, Philippians, 
Colossians.   
31 Galatians 4:3, 9; Colossians 2:8, 20. 
32 Some think that synagogues possibly began during the time of Ezra with the rebuilding of the 
2nd temple. But there is archeological evidence of synagogues in Egypt dating from the 300 B.C. 
However, synagogues predominated as gathering places after the destruction of the temple in 70 
A.D. 
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-/':$'!/3!.$'7)*$1!/3!(#$!*/47$4()/4&,!*#+'*#!-6/'.#)%!.$'7)*$1!
&4:!(#$!.94&5/5+$!.$'7)*$!).!.)0),&';!!
OG!d)'.(!(#$!-=#$0&1C!6#)*#!(#$!S$6.!6/+,:!'$%$&(!.$7$'&,!()0$.!
:&),9C!6/+,:!8$!'$*)($:!L!“Hear, O Israel! The Lord is Our God. 
The Lord is one!”33   
]G!"#$4!*$'(&)4!%'&9$'.!6/+,:!8$!.%/F$4G!!
UG!"#$4!&!'$&:)45!3'/0!(#$!M&6G34!!!
PG!"#$4!&!'$&:)45!3'/0!(#$!B'/%#$(.G35!!!
cG!"#$4!&!.$'0/4G36!!
!
"#$!(6/!-/':$'.!/3!.$'7)*$1!&'$C!)4:$$:C!_+)($!.)0),&'X!8+(!(#$!%/)4(!
).!(#).;!>.!6)(#!(#$!*/47$4()/4&,!*#+'*#!-6/'.#)%!.$'7)*$1C!H/:!
4$7$'!*/00&4:$:!(#$!S$6!(/!%'&*()*$!(#$!.94&5/5+$!.$'7)*$G!
"#$'$!).!4/!.+*#!*/00&4:!'$*/':$:!)4!(#$!.*')%(+'$.G!2(!6&.!&!
*+,(+'&,!*+.(/0!Y!&4!$4()'$,9!#+0&4!)47$4()/4!Y!6#)*#!$0$'5$:!
:+')45!(#$![N),$G!24:$$:C!/4$!*/+,:!.&9!(#&(!(#$!%'&*()*$!/3!(#$!
*/47$4()/4&,!*#+'*#!-6/'.#)%!.$'7)*$1!&,./!'$3,$*(.!(#$!'$&,)(9!/3!&!
.%)')(+&,!$N),$!Y!&4!&:/%()45!/3!(#$!*+.(/0.!/3!(#$!.+''/+4:)45!
*+,(+'$C!6)(#!)(.!0&'F$()45!($*#4)_+$.C!/'5&4)W&()/4C!.*#$:+,$.C!

 
33 Deuteronomy 6:4  
34 Genesis through Deuteronomy 
35 Intended to illustrate the Law 
36 The synagogue rulers would decide who was to lead the service and give the sermon. A 
different person would be chosen to lead each week.  
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%'/5'&0.C!$4($'(&)40$4(C!0$(#/:/,/5)$.C!&4:!($*#4/,/5)$.!Y!&,,!
“elementary principles of the world”37G!!
!

 
37 Galatians 4:3, 9; Colossians 2:8, 20. !"#$%&"'()*+))&'",#&)&",#(-.)"$,"/&-.,#"(-",#&"New & 

Living Way")&0(&)"1"Elementary Principles of the World."""""""""""""""" 
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The New Testament Scriptures 
!

Do the New Testament scriptures command us 
to gather and worship God in this way? 

!

!
2!6/+,:!,)F$!(/!5)7$!09!&4.6$'!Y!/'!&4.6$'.!Y!&4:!(#$4!$N%,&)4!
6#9!2!#&7$!&'')7$:!&(!(#$.$!&4.6$'.;!"#$!&4.6$'!).!VI!Y!(#$!V$6!
"$.(&0$4(!.*')%(+'$.!:/!4/(!*/00&4:!+.!(/!5&(#$'!&4:!6/'.#)%!
H/:!)4!(#).!6&9!Y!/'!)4!&49!/(#$'!%'$.*')8$:!6&9G!"#$!V$6!
"$.(&0$4(!.*')%(+'$.!0&9!$4*/+'&5$!+.!&.!(/!6#9!6$!.#/+,:!
5&(#$'X!8+(!:/!4/(!*/00&4:!+.!6#$'$C!6#$4C!/'!#/6!(/!5&(#$'G!
"#$'$3/'$C!6$!&'$!4/(!*/00&4:$:!(/!5&(#$'!&4:!6/'.#)%!H/:!)4!
6#&(!#&.!8$*/0$!(#$!*/47$4()/4&,!/'!*+.(/0&'9!-6/'.#)%!
.$'7)*$1C!4/'!)4!&!6&9!6#)*#!'$.$08,$.!(#$!.94&5/5+$!.$'7)*$!
5&(#$')45G!!
!
"#$!V$6!"$.(&0$4(!.*')%(+'$.!:$.*')8$!6#$'$C!6#$4C!&4:!#/6!
(#$!$&',9!J#').()&4.!5&(#$'$:C!8+(!:/!4/(!%'$.*')8$!6#$'$C!6#$4C!
&4:!#/6!6$!&'$!(/!5&(#$'G!>4:C!b+.(!8$3/'$!6$!:).*+..!(#$!6/':.!
-:$.*')%()7$1!&4:!-%'$.*')%()7$1C!2!6/+,:!,)F$!(/!.(&($!(#$!$4:!/3!(#$!
0&(($';!V/(!/4,9!*/4*$'4)45!5&(#$')45.!Y!8+(!)4!&,,!(#)45.!L!8/(#!
(#$!K/,9!=%)')(C!&4:!(#$!V$6!"$.(&0$4(!&+(#/'.!6#/0!K$!

)4.%)'$:C!)4($4:$:!(/!8/(#!:$.*')8$!&4:!%'$.*')8$!S$.+.!J#').(!
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Y!&4:!(#&(!).C!4/(!&**/':)45!(/!(#$!,$(($'C!8+(!&**/':)45!(/!(#$!
M&6!/3!J#').($%!Y!(#$!,&6!/3!(#$!=%)')(!/3!,)3$!)4!J#').(!S$.+.G$#!!!!!!!!
!
Descriptive or Prescriptive? 
!
\#$4!6$!'$&:!/3!(#$!&*()7)()$.!/3!(#$!3)'.(!*$4(+'9!*#+'*#!)4!(#$!
T//F!/3!>*(.C!6#)*#!0&9!&,./!8$!'$3$''$:!(/!)4!(#$!7&')/+.!
[%).(,$.C!&'$!6$!(/!(&F$!6#&(!6$!'$&:!&.!B'$.*')%()7$!/'!
D$.*')%()7$e!"#).!).!:).*+..$:!&(!,$45(#!)4!Part 6!/3!A New & Living 

Way .$')$. - Conventional Worship PraxesG!T+(!.+33)*$!(/!.&9!

#$'$;!!
§ -D$.*')%()7$1!.)0%,9!0$&4.!-\#&(!:):!#&%%$41G!H$4$'&,,9!
.%$&F)45C!(#$!T//F!/3!>*(.!).!:$.*')%()7$G!Y!2(!).!&4!#).(/')*&,!
&**/+4(!/3!6#&(!:):!#&%%$4G!!

§ -B'$.*')%()7$1!.)0%,9!0$&4.!-\#&(!.#/+,:!#&%%$4G1!
H$4$'&,,9!.%$&F)45C!(#$![%).(,$.!&'$!%'$.*')%()7$G!!Y!"#$9!
5)7$!)4.('+*()/4.!/4!6#&(!(/!:/!&4:!6#&(!4/(!(/!:/G!!

§ D$.*')%()7$!%&..&5$.!($,,!+.!6#&(!:):!#&%%$4C!8+(!4/(!6#&(!
.#/+,:!#&%%$4G!\#&(!#&%%$4$:!)4!(#$!3)'.(!*$4(+'9!*#+'*#!
0&9!8$!)4.('+*()7$!&4:!0&9!8$!@/'!0&9!4/(!8$A!8$4$3)*)&,!(/!

 
38 Galatians 6:2; 1 Corinthians 9:21 
39 Romans 8:2  
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)0)(&($C40!8+(!0&9!4/(!4$*$..&'),9!8$!./0$(#)45!(#&(!6$!&'$!
*/00&4:$:!(/!)0)(&($G!"#$!3&*(!(#&(!./0$(#)45!:):!#&%%$4!
).!4/(!&4!$:)*(!/3!6#&(!0+.(!#&%%$4G!D$.*')%()7$!).!4/(!
B'$.*')%()7$G!!

§ T$9/4:!(#).C!6$!4$$:!(/!$N$'*).$!&!3+4:&0$4(&,!%')4*)%,$!/3!
#$'0$4$+()*.!89!&.F)45;!\#&(!).!(#$!&+(#/'a.!)4($4(!)4!(#$!
%&..&5$!Y!(/!%'$.*')8$!/'!(/!:$.*')8$e!\#&(!6$!&'$!,//F)45!
3/'!).!4/(!6#&(!6$!)4($4:!(/!:/!6)(#!(#$!.*')%(+'$!%&..&5$41C!
8+(!6#&(!:):!(#$!&+(#/'!)4($4:$:!(/!*/00+4)*&($!(#'/+5#!
(#$!.*')%(+'$!%&..&5$G!24!(#$)'!8//FC!-K/6!"/!E$&:!(#$!T)8,$!
3/'!>,,!2(.!\/'(#1C!H/':/4!d$$!&4:!D/+5,&.!=(+&'(!.&9;!
-Z4,$..!=*')%(+'$!$N%,)*)(,9!($,,.!+.!6$!0+.(!:/!./0$(#)45C!
6#&(!).!/4,9!4&''&()7$.!/'!:$.*')8$:!:/$.!4/(!3+4*()/4!)4!&!
4/'0&()7$!6&9G1&!!!

!
>,(#/+5#!./0$!.$$!(#$!T//F!/3!>*(.!&.!4/'0&()7$C!8$)45!&4!
#).(/')*&,!'$*/':C!)(!.#/+,:!'&(#$'!8$!+4:$'.(//:!&.!8$)45!

 
40 I would add, if led by the Spirit to do so. 
41 The insistent demand of our pragmatic culture to always “make a practical life applications” of 
scripture, may often actually encourage a specious use of scripture. (In any case, not everything 
is “about us”, and there is plenty of scripture which reveals God, and is not necessarily 
applicable to our material lives.)    
42 p. 124. Cf. pp. 126-130 for “6 Hermeneutical Principles for Interpreting Acts”.  
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5$4$'&,,9!:$.*')%()7$G!=/0$!&'5+0$4(.!.%$*)3)*&,,9!&5&)4.(!(#$!
T//F!/3!>*(.!8$)45!5$4$'&,,9!%'$.*')%()7$!&'$;!

OA >,,!(#$!6&9!+%!(/!#).!&''$.(!)4!S$'+.&,$0!@>*(.!]OAC!B&+,!*/4()4+$:!
(/!%'&*()*$!)4!%+8,)*!S$6).#!*+.(/0.!8&.$:!/4!(#$!?/.&)*!M&6G!
"#).!).!:$.*')%()7$G!B&+,!#)0.$,3C!,&($'!%'$.*')8$:!4/(!(/!:/!(#).G!

]A T$*&+.$!./0$(#)45!).!0$4()/4$:!/4*$!)4!&4!#).(/')*&,!'$*/':!@(#$!
T//F!/3!>*(.AC!)(!).!,)F$,9!4/!0/'$!(#&4!&4!&..+0%()/4!(/!*/4*,+:$!
(#&(!)(!6&.!%'&*()*$:!89!&,,!(#$!*#+'*#$.!)4!&,,!(#$!%,&*$.!&,,!(#$!
()0$C!&4:!(#+.C!&..+0$:!(/!8$!4/'0&()7$G!\#),$!(#$!*/4*$%(!/3!
-'$.(/'&()/41!).!4/(!$''/4$/+.!)4!$..$4*$C!)(!#&.!8$$4!
0).&%%'/%')&($:!89!./0$!*/4()45$4(.!/3!(#$!T/:9!/3!J#').(!)4!&4!
$33/'(!(/!'$.(/'$!-(#$!V$6!"$.(&0$4(!B&(($'41G!!!

UA "#$!%'$.*')%()7$!.$$0.!(/!*/4('&:)*(!(#$!4&(+'$!/3!(#$!V$6!
J/7$4&4(!)4!$..$4*$!Y!4&0$,9C!)(!.#/+,:!8$!&!0)4).('9!“according 

to the Spirit, not according to the letter”.43!"#$!%')4*)%,$!@/'!,&6A!
/3!(#$!V$6!J/7$4&4(!).;!“I have given You as a covenant…”44!Y!
(#&(!).C!“The Law of Christ”45!Y!4&0$,9C!“the law of the Spirit of 

life in Christ Jesus”.46!!"#$!V$6!"$.(&0$4(!.*')%(+'$.!&'$!4/(!&!
-,&61C!8+(!&'$!'&(#$'!:$.*')%()7$!/3!J#').(G!!!!

 
43 2 Corinthians 3:6 
44 Isaiah 42:6 
45 1 Corinthians 9:21; Galatians 6:2 
46 Romans 8:2 
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PA \#$4!,//F)45!&(!&!%&..&5$!)4!(#$!T//F!/3!>*(.!Y!/'!(#$![%).(,$.!L!
6$!4$$:!(/!&.F;!-D):!S$.+.!*/00&4:!K).!:).*)%,$.!(/!:/!(#).e1!>!
*+.(/0C!6#)*#!0&9!#&7$!5//:!&.%$*(.C!).!4/(!4$*$..&'),9!&!
*/00&4:G!24!?&((#$6!c;PfC!S$.+.!*/00&4:$:!%$'3$*()/4!
@*/0%,$($4$..!Y!(#&(!).C!)4!$7$'9!%/..)8,$!.)(+&()/4AG!\#&(!6$!.$$!
)4!(#$!V$6!"$.(&0$4(!.*')%(+'$.!&'$!#$,%3+,!&.!$N&0%,$.!
@:$.*')%()/4.A!&4:!%')4*)%,$.C!8+(!&.!%'$.*')%()/4.C!(#$9!3&,,!.#/'(!
/3!(#$!%$'3$*()/4!/3!J#').(!Y!.%$*)3)*&,,9C!(#$9!:/!4/(!(&F$!)4!$7$'9!
%/..)8,$!.)(+&()/4!Y!(#$9!&'$!4/(!*/0%,$($G!
!
Some Non-prescriptive Descriptions in the New Testament  
!
>.!2!.&):C!2!#&7$!:$&,(!6)(#!(#$.$!(#)45.!)4!(#$!&'()*,$!Elementary 

Principles of the World: Conventional Worship PraxesG!"#$'$!2!

.%$*)3)*&,,9!:).*+..$:!(#$.$!&*()7)()$.!/3!(#$!$&',9!*#+'*#!)4!(#$!
T//F!/3!>*(.;!!

§ H&(#$')45!(/5$(#$'!/4!(#$!3)'.(!:&9!/3!(#$!6$$F!
§ "#$!J/,,$*()/4!
§ "#$!M/':a.!=+%%$'!

\#),$!0&49!*/4.):$'!(#$.$!&*()7)()$.!3/+4:!)4!(#$!T//F!/3!>*(.!(/!
8$!%'$.*')%()7$!&4:!#&7$!8$*/0$!*+.(/0!)4!(#$!*/47$4()/4&,!
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-6/'.#)%!.$'7)*$1!&4:!&,./!)4!I'5&4)*!J#+'*#!0$$()45.C!(#$9!&'$C!
)4!3&*(C!:$.*')%()7$G&'!!
>,./C!&!3&7/')($!&*()7)(9!/3!I'5&4)*!J#+'*#!&:#$'$4(.!Y!!

§ (#$!-T/:9!0)4).('91!6#)*#!).!3/+4:!)4!(#$!$%).(,$C!O!
J/')4(#)&4.!OP;]^!Y!(#&(!).C!$&*#!%$'./4!&(!&!5&(#$')45!“has 
a psalm, a teaching, a revelation, a tongue, an interpretation 
of a tongue”. 

\#),$!2!8$,)$7$!(#).!3/'0&(!3/'!&!5&(#$')45!*&4!8$!.%)')(+&,,9!
8$4$3)*)&,!L!0/'$!./!6)(#!:).*)%,$.!$.(&8,).#$:!)4!(#$!.%)')(+&,!
:).*)%,)4$.C!6#/!F4/6!(#$!M/':C!&4:!F4/6!#/6!(/!'$*$)7$!,)3$!3'/0!
(#$!K$&:!&4:!.#&'$!)(!6)(#!(#$!0$08$'.!/3!(#$!T/:9C!2!%'/%/.$!
(#&(!(/!.&9!(#).!%&'()*+,&'!3/'0&(!6&.!4/'0&()7$!3/'!(#$!3)'.(!*$4(+'9!
*#+'*#!&4:!).!(#$'$3/'$!%'$.*')%()7$!3/'!(#$!*#+'*#!(/:&9!).!0$'$,9!
&4!&..+0%()/4G!V/6#$'$!)4!(#$!.*')%(+'$.!:):!B&+,!)4.('+*(!(#$!
J/')4(#)&4.!Y!/'!&49!/(#$'!*#+'*#48!Y!(/!*&''9!/4!(#).!.%$*)3)*!
&*()7)(9!6#$4!5&(#$')45G!K$!6&.!0$'$,9!:$.*')8)45!(#$!
J/')4(#)&4.a!*+.(/0&'9!5&(#$')45.G!>4:!B&+,a.!)4($4()/4!)4!(#$!
%&..&5$!6&.!(/!%'$.*')8$!(#&(!“all things must be done properly 
and in an orderly manner.”49  

 
47 2&& Elementary Principles of the World: Conventional Worship Praxes 
48 There is no indication in scripture that other churches in other locations carried on this specific 
activity when gathering. They may have; but it is not recorded in scripture. To say it was 
normative is an assumption. 
49 1 Corinthians 14:40; Cf. v.26-39. 
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2!0+.(!.&9!(#&(!(#$!-:$.*')%()7$1!g!-%'$.*')%()7$1!%&'&:)50!).!4/(!
.&().39)45!(/!0$C!&.!2!.$$!(#$!6#/,$!):$&!/3!%'$.*')%()/4.!/3!
*$'(&)4!&*()7)()$.!&.!8$)45!&(!(#$!7$'9!*/'$!/3!“the elementary 

principles of the world”50G!2(!).!4/(!(#$!&*()7)()$.!(#$0.$,7$.!6#)*#!
&'$!%'/8,$0&()*C!)(!).!(#$!%'$.*')8)45!/3!(#/.$!&*()7)()$.!6#)*#!2!
%$'*$)7$!&.!-/3!(#$!,$(($'1!&4:!(#$'$3/'$!7)/,&()45!(#$!$..$4*$!/3!
(#$!V$6!J/7$4&4(!89!%'/0/()45!&!0)4).('9!-/3!(#$!,$(($'1!'&(#$'!
(#&4!“of the Spirit” – “the Law of Christ”, “the law of the Spirit of 

life in Christ Jesus”.!2!&0!0/'$!/3!(#$!%$'.+&.)/4!(/!.&9C!)4!&!
0&44$'!/3!.%$&F)45;!\#&($7$'!6$!.$$!)4!(#$!V$6!"$.(&0$4(!
.*')%(+'$.!(#&(!).!:$.*')%()7$!/3!J#').(!).!%'$.*')%()7$G!2!8$,)$7$!)(!
6&.!(#$!)4($4()/4!/3!(#$!K/,9!=%)')(!&4:!(#$!&+(#/'.!K$!)4.%)'$:!
(/!8/(#!:$.*')8$!&4:!%'$.*')8$!JKE2="!(#'/+5#!(#$!V$6!
"$.(&0$4(!.*')%(+'$.G!!
!

 
50 Galatians 4:3, 9; Colossians 2:8, 20. 
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The New Commandment 
!

What DID Jesus tell us to DO? 
!

!
M$(a.!,//F!&(!(#$!,&.(!$7$4)45!S$.+.!.%$4(!6)(#!K).!:).*)%,$.!&4:!
.$$!6#&(!6&.!/4!K).!#$&'(!&4:!0)4:!(#&(!K$!6&4($:!(/!,$&7$!6)(#!
(#$0!8$3/'$!K$!6&.!&''$.($:!&4:!*'+*)3)$:G!K$!&*(+&,,9!#&:!&!,/(!
(/!.&9!Y!K).!0$..&5$!(#&(!$7$4)4551!6&.!$7$4!,/45$'!(#&4!K).!
-=$'0/4!/4!(#$!?/+4(1C52!6#$'$!K$!&,./!.%/F$!0+*#!&8/+(!6#&(!
K$!6&4($:!+.!(/!DIG!!
!
\$!*&4!.+00&')W$!(#&(!,&.(!$7$4)45a.!(&,F!89!.&9)45!K$!(&+5#(!
(#$0!./0$!7$'9!%'/3/+4:!(#)45.!*/4*$'4)45!(#$!V$6!J/7$4&4(G!
>5&)4C!)3!6$!3/*+.!)4!/4!b+.(!6#&(!K$!*/00&4:$:!Y!(#&(!).C!6#&(!
K$!(/,:!+.!(/!DI!L!6$!.$$!(#).;!“A new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, that 
you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another.”53 !!

!

=/C!#/6!:/$.!,/7)45!/4$!&4/(#$'!'$,&($!(/!5&(#$')45.e!I'!
8$(($'h!!

 
51 John 13-17 
52 Matthew 5-7 
53 John 13:34-35, Cf. 15:12 
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!
How do gatherings relate to loving one another? 

!
S$.+.!.%/F$!/3!(#$!F)4:!/3!,/7$!(#&(!-6&.#$.!/4$!&4/(#$'a.!3$$(154!
Y!(#&(!).C!,/7$!$N%'$..$:!(#'/+5#!#+0),)(9!&4:!.$'7&4(#//:G!>4:!
K$!.%/F$!/3!(#$!,/7$!/3!-3')$4:.!,&9)45!:/64!(#$)'!,)7$.!3/'!/4$!
&4/(#$'155!Y!(#&(!).C!.$,3L:$49)45!,/7$G!!
!

Do the activities of a conventional “worship service”  
demonstrate this kind of love? 

!
"#$.$!:$0/4.('&()/4.!/3!,/7$!&'$!)4!*,$&'!*/4('&.(!(/!(#$!.%)')(!/3!
(#$!6/',:G!>4:!)4!&!%&'&8/,)*!3/'0C!(#$9!:$0/4.('&($!@6)(#/+(!
6/':.A!(#$!5/.%$,!Y!4&0$,9C!K+0&4)(9a.!'$:$0%()/4!(#'/+5#!(#$!
J'/..!/3!J#').(!&4:!(#$!*,$&4.)45!/3!.)4. “… just as the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a 
ransom for many”.56  
!

Can you see why the Lord would intend for this love – His love 
- to be demonstrated out in the world? 

!

 
54 John 13:34-35, Cf. 15:12 
55 John 15:12-17 
56 Matthew 20:28 
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"#$!6/',:!*&44/(!.$$!/+'!,/7)45!/4$!&4/(#$'!)4!&!#/+.$!/'!
8+),:)45G!"#).!F)4:!/3!,/7$!@-&4!&*()/4!6/':1A!#&.!(/!8$!
:$0/4.('&($:!3/'!(#$!6/',:!(/!.$$!Y!(#'/+5#!7&')/+.!&*()7)()$.!
*/4:+*($:!/+(!)4!(#$!6/',:G!\/'.#)%!).!&!,)3$.(9,$('!Y!(#&(!).C!&!
,)3$.(9,$!/3!.+''$4:$'!58!6#)*#!0&9!8$!:/4$!)4!%')7&($!3/'!(#$!0/.(!
%&'(C!8+(!&,./!&!,)3$.(9,$!/3!.$'7)*$59!6#)*#!).!:/4$!)4!%+8,)*!3/'!(#$!
0/.(!%&'(G!2(!).!(#).!,)3$.(9,$!/3!,/7)45!.$'7)*$!Y!(/!/4$!&4/(#$'!&4:!
(/!(#/.$!.(),,!%')./4$'.!(/!(#$!5/:!/3!(#).!6/',:!Y!6#)*#!S$.+.!6&.!
'$3$'')45!(/!6#$4!K$!.&):;!
!
14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be 
hidden; 15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, 
but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the 
house. 16 Let your light shine before men in such a way that they 
may see your good works and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven.”60  
 
2!8$,)$7$!(#$!M/':!)4($4:$:!(#).!,)3$.(9,$!/3!,/7)45!.$'7)*$!@6/'.#)%A!
/3!K).!%$/%,$!(/!-.#)4$!8$3/'$!0$41!L!&.!-(#$!,)5#(!(/!(#$!6/',:1G!"/!
$N$'*).$!(#).!%')0&'),9!)4!:$.)54&($:!0$$()45!%,&*$.!3/'!(#$!

 
57 This is concept is discussed throughout the articles of The New & Living Way series. 
58 Greek: proskuneo, Strong’s # 4352  
59 Greek: latreia, Strong’s # 2999 (Romans 12:1) 
60 Matthew 5:14-16. In order for our good works to glorify the Father, they must be done by the 
Church, in His name – not in partnership with the world system, in the name of any socio-
politico organization.  
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J#+'*#!).!(/!-%+(!)(!+4:$'!&!8&.F$(1G!>(!8$.(C!-)4L#/+.$1!&*()7)()$.C!
89!4&(+'$!/3!(#$!*&.$C!.)0%,9!4+'(+'$!&!.+8L*+,(+'$!(/!8$!$4b/9$:!
89!J#').()&4.G!>(!6/'.(C!)(!&0/+4(.!(/!4/(#)45!0/'$!(#&4!&!
J#').()&4!*/+4('9!*,+8G!T+(C!)(!).!*,$&'C!(#&(!(#$!M/':!)4($4:$:!3/'!
(#$!d&(#$'!8$!5,/')3)$:!89!#&7)45!K).!i)45!&4:!i)45:/0!
'$%'$.$4($:!/+(!)4!(#$!6/',:G!!
!
"#$'$3/'$C!6#),$!(#$'$!&'$!*$'(&)4,9!-3&0),9!5&(#$')45.1C!(#$'$!&'$!
&,./!(/!8$!5&(#$')45.!(#&(!#&7$!(/!:/!6)(#!-5//:!6/'F.1!/+(!)4!
(#$!6/',:C!6#)*#!&'$!'$%'$.$4(&()7$!/3!&4:!&!6)(4$..!(/!(#$!i)45!

&4:!K).!i)45:/0G!=/!(#$4C!6#&(!&'$!(#$.$!-5//:!6/'F.1e!>4:!h!
 

What do gatherings have to do with these “good works”? 
!

T9!3&'C!(#$!8$.(!6')()45!2!#&7$!$7$'!*/0$!&*'/..!/4!(#$!.+8b$*(!/3!
(#$!./*)&,!0)4).('9!/3!(#$!J#+'*#!).!-=/*)&,!>*()/4!S$.+.!=(9,$1!89!
M&''9!J#').($4./4G61!I4$!/3!(#$!-(&F$!&6&9.1!2!'$*$)7$:!3'/0!(#).!
8//F!).!(#).;!"#$!J#+'*#!).!(/!8$!-&!=$'7&4(!J#+'*#1G!T+(!)(!).!VI"!
(#$!-.$'7&4(1!/3!(#$!6/',:!Y!)(!).!(#$!-.$'7&4(1!/3!H/:G!"#$!J#+'*#!
#&.!#&:!(#$!($4:$4*9!(/!(&F$!)(.!,$&:)45!3'/0!(#$!6/',:!'$5&':)45!
)(.!)47/,7$0$4(!)4!./*)&,!)..+$.!Y!(#&(!).C!b+0%)45!/4!6#&($7$'!
-8&4:!6&5/41!(#&(!).!:$($'0)4$:!(/!8$!-)4!7/5+$1!3/'!(#$!

 
61 (1976) The original title was “A Charismatic Approach to Social Action” (1974). 
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$N%$:)$4*9!/3!(#$!%/,)()*&,!*,)0&($!&4:!&5$4:&.!&(!&49!5)7$4!()0$G!
"#).!*&4!,$&7$!/(#$'!./*)&,!)..+$.C!6#)*#!&'$!b+.(!&.!6/'(#9C!
(/(&,,9!+4&::'$..$:G!E&(#$'C!(#$!J#+'*#!.#/+,:!8$!,$:!89!(#$!
=%)')(!)4!)(.!0)..)/4!&4:!0)4).(')$.G!>4:!(#$!,$&:)45!/3!(#$!=%)')(!
6),,!&,6&9.!8$!)4!&,)540$4(!6)(#!(#$!M/':a.!J/00)..)/4!/3!(#$!

J#+'*#!(/!E$%'$.$4(!(#$!i)45!&4:!K).!i)45:/0G!"#$'$3/'$C!
'&(#$'!(#&4!b+.(!-%+,,)45!./0$(#)45!/+(!/3!(#$!#&(1!'$5&':)45!-5//:!
6/'F.1!&4:!5&(#$')45.C!6$!4$$:!(/!*/4.):$'!6#&(!S$.+.!#&.!(/,:!
+.!(/!:/!Y!(#$!H'$&(!J/00)..)/4.!Y!&4:!(#$4!6$!6),,!*/4.):$'!
6#&(!./0$!/3!(#/.$!-5//:!6/'F.1!0)5#(!8$!)4!,)5#(!/3!(#&(G62!!!!!
!

!

 
62 It must be noted that doing these “good works” is not the only way we represent the King and 
His Kingdom, but it is just one of the ways we witness to the world. 
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PART II 
 

The Commission of the Church  
- to Represent the King & His Kingdom   

 
How does gathering relate to the fact that  

Jesus commissioned us to represent the King and His Kingdom?  
 

!
M$(a.!'$7)$6!(#$!H'$&(!J/00)..)/4@.A!Y!(#&(!).C!6#&(!S$.+.!(/,:!+.!
(/!8$!:/)45!:+')45!(#$!J#+'*#!>5$;!!!
!

§ B'$&*#!(#$!H/.%$,!/3!(#$!i)45:/0!!
- )4!(#$!\#/,$!\/',:!&.!&!"$.()0/49!(/!>,,!B$/%,$.G!!
@?&((#$6!]P;OPX!J3G!?&((#$6!O^;OULOjX![%#$.)&4.!U;OQA!!
§ T$!&!D).*)%,$!/3!(#$!i)45!&4:!K).!i)45:/0!!
!!!@?&((#$6!OU;c]X!J3G!O^;OULOjA!
§ D).*)%,$!>,,!B$/%,$.!@?&((#$6!]f;OfL]QA!
§ -T$![45&5$:!)4!(#$!?&(($'.163!/3!K).!i)45:/0!+4(),!K$!'$(+'4.G!!
!!@M+F$!Oj;OUA!"#).!).!(#$!J&,,)45!/3!(#$![**,$.)&G!>4:!'$,&($:!(/!(#).!L!

 
63 I believe the Apostolic Bible Polyglot translation here has the most clear meaning of the Greek 
word, pragmateuomai, Strong’s # 4231, viz. “to be engaged with a matter”. The KJV, “to 
occupy”, sounds too military; and the NKJV, “to do business”, and the ESV, “to be engaged in 
business”, sound too mercenary. (The words, “with this”, which would infer the money given to 
the servants in the parable, is in italics, meaning it is not actually in the Greek text. The meaning, 
therefore, is “to be engaged with matters” of Lord’s household or kingdom. Cf. Luke 19:1.         
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§ D/!-5//:!6/'F.1!L!/+(!)4!(#$!6/',:G!@?&((#$6!c;OPLO^A!!!
!
M$(a.!,//F!&(!$&*#!/3!(#$.$!i)45:/0!&..)540$4(.!&4:!*/4.):$'!
%/..)8,$!)0%,)*&()/4.!3/'!5&(#$')45G  
  

Preach the Gospel of the Kingdom 
in the Whole World as a Testimony to All Peoples 

@?&((#$6!]P;OPX!J3G!?&((#$6!O^;OULOjX![%#$.)&4.!U;OQA!
!

"#$'$!&'$!7&')/+.!7)$6.!/4!(#$!i)45:/0!/3!H/:!&4:g/'!(#$!i)45:/0!
/3!K$&7$4G64!>4:!*/4.$_+$4(,9C!(#$'$!&'$!&,./!7&')/+.!:$3)4)()/4.!/3!
-(#$!5/.%$,!/3!(#$!i)45:/01G!2(!).!4/(!6)(#)4!(#$!.*/%$!/3!(#).!&'()*,$!
(/!$7$4!&(($0%(!(/!5)7$!&!3+,,!('$&(0$4(!(/!(#&(!.+8b$*(!0&(($'G!
!
K/6$7$'C!(#$'$!).!&!.#/'(!%&..&5$!)4!(#$!5/.%$,.!6#)*#!5)7$.!+.!(#$!
$..$4*$!/3;!!
L (#$!i)45:/0!
L (#$!5//:!4$6.!&8/+(!(#$!i)45:/0!
L 6#&(!)(!0$&4.!(/!8$!&!:).*)%,$!/3!(#$!i)45!&4:!K).!i)45:/0!

 
64 Contrary to some dispensationalists, I do not believe scripture warrants making a distinction 
between the Kingdom of God and the Kingdom of Heaven. Cf. 
https://www.gotquestions.org/kingdom-heaven-God.html  
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L &.!6$,,!&.C!(#$!d/+4:&()/4!&4:!*&,,)45!/3!(#$!J#+'*#!/'![**,$.)&G65!
=/C!3/'!(#$!%+'%/.$.!/3!(#).!&'()*,$C!2a:!,)F$!+.!(/!$N&0)4$!?&((#$6!
O^;OULOj!6#)*#!2!8$,)$7$!$4*&%.+,&($.!(#$!-H/.%$,!/3!(#$!
i)45:/01!Y!(#&(!0$..&5$!6#)*#!).!(/!8$!&!-($.()0/491X!&4:!&(!(#$!
.&0$!()0$C!.#/6.!#/6!&,,!(#$!H'$&(!J/00)..)/4.!()$!(/5$(#$'!Y!
/'!8$(($'C!()$.!(/5$(#$'!(#$!7&')/+.!&.%$*(.!/3!/4$!H'$&(!
J/00)..)/4!3/'!(#$!J#+'*#G!

 
13 “Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He 
was asking His disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of 
Man is?” 14 And they said, “Some say John the Baptist; and others, 
Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or one of the prophets.” 15 He said 
to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 16 Simon Peter 
answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 17 And 
Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh 
and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in 
heaven. 18 I also say to you that you are Peter66, and upon this 
rock67 I will build My church; and the gates of Hades will not 
overpower it. 19 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; 
and whatever you bind on earth shall have been68 bound in 

 
65 Contrary to what is in vogue today for some, I make no distinction between the Greek word, 
ecclesia, and its English translation, “church”. When I say “church”, I mean the full and accurate 
biblical meaning of “ecclesia”. Simply using the Greek word, ecclesia, in and of itself, helps no 
one understand the biblical meaning. The biblical meaning will always require explanation for 
the unlearned. Therefore, I think the English words, “church” or “assembly”, are adequate 
translations.  
66 Greek: petros, Strong’s # 5586, a stone 
67 Greek: petra, Strong’s # 4073 , a large mass of rock, bedrock 
68 The Greek verb is in the Future Perfect tense and Passive case.  
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heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed 
in heaven.”69 

 

7G!OU!

S$.+.!'$3$''$:!(/!K)0.$,3!&.!-(#$!=/4!/3!?&41G!"#).!()(,$!).!3/+4:!
)4!(#$!0$..)&4)*!%'/%#$*9!'$*/':$:!)4!D&4)$,!R;OULOPX!&4:!6&.!&!
()(,$!5)7$4!(/!(#$!*/0)45!?$..)&#G!"#$!('+$!?$..)&#!6&.!(/!8$!
8/'4!8/(#!3+,,9!H/:!&4:!3+,,9!#+0&4G70!>4:C!(#$!i)45:/0!).!,)F$!)(.!
i)45!Y!$7$'9!#+0&4!8$)45!)4!(#).!F)45:/0!0+.(!8$!8/'4!/3!(#$!

=%)')(G71!!

!!!

7GOP!

"#$!5$4$'&,!'$,)5)/+.!%+8,)*!.&6!S$.+.!0$'$,9!&.!&!%'/%#$(!Y!
%,&9)45!&!%'/%#$()*!'/,$!%')0&'),9!3/'!(#$!%$/%,$!)4!(#$!$&'(#,9!
F)45:/0!/3!2.'&$,!89!-.%$&F)45!(/!%/6$'1!&8/+(!-./*)&,!b+.()*$1G!
"#).!%'/%#$(!6&.!(/!8$!&!3/'$'+44$'!3/'!(#$!?$..)&#C!6#/!6/+,:!
,)F$6).$!$.(&8,).#!&!')5#($/+.!./*)$(9!)4!6#)*#!2.'&$,!*/+,:!:6$,,!
)4!%$&*$!&4:!%'/.%$')(9G!2(!(//F!./0$!()0$!(/!*/47)4*$!K).!
:).*)%,$.'!C!8+(!S$.+.!'$7$&,$:!K)0.$,3!(/!8$!&!:)33$'$4(!F)4:!/3!
%'/%#$(!Y!%,&9)45!&!%'/%#$()*!'/,$!%')0&'),9!3/'!H/:!89!.%$&F)45!

 
69 Matthew 16:13-19; Cf. Mark 8:27-29; Luke 9:18-20 
70 John 1:1, 14; 1 John 4:2 
71 John 3:3-8 
72 Cf. My articles: Seeing the Kingdom Through the Cross; Who Is This King of Glory?, 
The Cross & The Powers of Darkness, available by emailing AtChristsTable@gmail.com   
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3/'(#!H/:a.!%,&4.!&4:!%+'%/.$.!3/'!K).!#$&7$4,9!F)45:/0G!K$!
6/+,:!&,./!8$!&!:)33$'$4(!F)4:!/3!i)45!Y!&!*'+*)3)$:!J#').(G!>4:!
K).!6/+,:!8$!&!:)33$'$4(!F)4:!/3!i)45:/0!Y!/4$!6#)*#!6&.!4/(!/3!
(#).!$&'(#,9!'$&,0!8+(!/3!(#$!#$&7$4,9!'$&,0G!"#$'$3/'$!(#$!
5//:!4$6.!/3!"K2=!F)45:/0!).!4/(!&8/+(!./*)&,!('&4.3/'0&()/4C!

8+(!'&(#$'!&8/+(!.%)')(+&,!'$:$0%()/4G!

!

7G!Oc!

S$.+.!&.F.!$&*#!/3!K).!:).*)%,$.!3/'!&!%$'./4&,!'$7$,&()/4!/3!
K)0.$,3G!2(!#&.!8$$4!.&):;!H/:!:/$.4a(!#&7$!&49!5'&4:*#),:'$4G!
"#$!'$7$,&()/4.!/3!9/+'!-.%)')(+&,!3&(#$'1!0&9!#&7$!./0$!
)4.%)'&()/4&,!&4:!$:+*&()/4&,!7&,+$X!8+(!(/!8$!&!:).*)%,$!Id!
JKE2="C!9/+!0+.(!#&7$!&!%$'./4&,!'$7$,&()/4!/3!K)0G!
 

7G!O^!

>4:C!(#$!$..$4()&,!'$7$,&()/4!Y!(#$!-8$:'/*F1!L!).!(#&(!S$.+.!).!
TI"K!(#$!i)45!/3!(#$!i)45:/0!@-(#$!J#').(1A!&4:!-(#$!=/4!/3!(#$!
M)7)45!H/:1G!23!K$!).!&!=/4C!(#$'$!).!&!d&(#$'G!"#$'$3/'$C!&,/45!
6)(#!(#$!M/':.#)%!/3!J#').(C!/4$!0+.(!&,./!+4:$'.(&4:!(#$!
=/4.#)%!/3!J#').(C!3/'!6$!6#/!&'$!2V!JKE2="!(#'/+5#!3&)(#C!&'$!
./4.!2V!"K[!=IVG!"K2=!).!(#$!5//:!4$6.!/3!"K2=!!i)45!&4:!
"K2=!i)45:/0;!-J#').(!)4!9/+!(#$!#/%$!/3!5,/'91!Y!-\$!6),,!8$!
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'$7$&,$:!6)(#!K)0!)4!5,/'91G73!!`$.C!“He is bringing many sons to 

glory”.74 “We will be glorified with Him”75!Y!“the glory is to be 

revealed to us”76 &( “the revealing of the sons of God”77!Y!(#&(!).C!
&(!“our adoption as sons, the redemption of our body”C!&4:!(#$!
'$:$0%()/4!/3!(#$!6#/,$!/3!(#).!*'$&()/4G78!"#).!6),,!(&F$!%,&*$!“at 
the end, when He hands over the kingdom to the God and Father, 
when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power”,79!3/'!
K$!#&.!&,'$&:9!“disarmed the rulers and authorities, made a 
public display of them, having triumphed over them through 
THE CROSS.”80 "K2=!).!(#$!5//:!4$6.!&8/+(!(#$!i)45:/0!Id!

HIDG!!

!

7G!OR!

S$.+.!)4:)*&($:!(#&(!(#$!./+'*$!/3!(#).!%$'./4&,!'$7$,&()/4!).!“My 

Father who is in heaven”.!"K2=!d&(#$'!).!(#$!->4*)$4(!/3!D&9.181C!
(#$!?I="!K2HK!HID!6#/!-b+:5$.!)4!(#$!0):.(!/3!(#$!5/:.1G82!

"K2=!).!(#$!i)45:/0!Id!K[><[V!6$a'$!(&,F)45!&8/+(k!

 
73 Colossians 1:27, 3:4; Cf. 1 John 3:2 
74 Hebrews 2:10 
75 Romans 8:17 
76 Romans 8:18 
77 Romans 8:19 
78 Romans 8:20-25 
79 1 Corinthians 15:24 
80 Colossians 2:15 
81 Daniel 7:9-10, 13, 22; Cf. Psalm 90:2; Isaiah 44:6. 
82 Psalm 82:1 
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77G!OfLOj!

>4:!S$.+.!*,$&',9!.(&($:!h!
L K[!6/+,:!8+),:!K).!J#+'*#G!
L K$!6/+,:!8+),:!K).!J#+'*#!+%/4!"K[!dIZVD>"2IV!@(#$!!!!
!!!!!!!!-8$:'/*F1A!/3!"K[!?`="[E`!Id!JKE2="G!!!!
L K$!6/+,:!8+),:!K).!J#+'*#!89!E[<[>M2VH!K2?=[MdG!!!
L K$!6/+,:!8+),:!K).!J#+'*#!\2"K!D2=J2BM[=!Y!(#/.$!6#/!!!
!!!!!!!!#&:!&!%$'./4&,!'$,&()/4.#)%!6)(#!K)0C!6#)*#!6&.!8&.$:!+%/4!!!!!
!!!!!!!!&!%$'./4&,!'$7$,&()/4!/3!K)0G!!!!
L “The gates of Hades”83!6/+,:!4/(!/7$'%/6$'!"K2=!!!
!!!!!!!!!JKZEJKG84!
L K$!6/+,:!5)7$!"K2=!JKZEJK!“the keys of the Kingdom of   

        Heaven”!Y!./!(#&(!)(!0)5#(!“be engaged in matters of the     
        Kingdom”.85 
!!

 
83 Hades (Hebrew “Sheol) is the “unseen” realm of the dead. Concerning our redemption from 
“Death”, see my article, Some Thoughts on Evil. Putting Jesus’ words in the context of other 
scripture, He is referring to both a present and a future victory over Death, “now, but not yet” - 
the kingdom inaugurated now, but not yet consummated. Cf. “Gospel of the Kingdom” by 
George Eldon Ladd. Viz. Death will not overpower the Church, because Christ “has abolished 
Death” 2 Timothy 1:10; Hebrews 2:14; and “will abolish Death”: 1 Corinthians 15:26; 
Revelation 20:14, 21:4.  
84 Ephesians 3:10. Cf. My article The Cross & The Powers of Darkness. 
85 Luke 19:13; Cf. This is the actual meaning, calling of the Ecclesia, which will be discussed 
shortly. 
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>5&)4C!“THIS Gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached in the 

whole world as a testimony to all peoples”.86!!"#$!H'$$F!6/':!
('&4.,&($:!-($.()0/491!@/'!-6)(4$..1A!#$'$!).!0&'(+')/4C87!0$&4)45!
->!D[JM>E>"2IV!Id!d>J"=1G!!
!
J$'(&)4,9C!6$!4$$:!(/!5&(#$'!3/'!(#$!%+'%/.$!/3!"[>JK2VH!
(#$.$!-3&*(.1!(/!(#/.$!8$*/0)45!:).*)%,$.!/3!(#$!i)45:/0G88!2!
6/+,:!&,./!,)F$!(/!.+55$.(!#$'$89!(#&(!6$!4$$:!(/!5&(#$'!)4!/':$'!
(/!BE[B>E[!8$3/'$!(#$!/**&.)/4!/3!0&F)45!(#).!:$*,&'&()/4;!!
L K/6!Y!)4!6#&(!6&9.!L!*&4!6$!0&F$!(#).!:$*,&'&()/4e!!
L \#/!Y!6#)*#!/3!+.!L!6),,!8$!0&F)45!(#).!:$*,&'&()/4e!!
L \#$4!&4:!6#$'$!6),,!6$!8$!0&F)45!(#).!:$*,&'&()/4e!
L \#&(!0&($')&,.!&4:!$_+)%0$4(!6),,!6$!4$$:!(/!0&F$!(#).!!!
!!!!!!!!:$*,&'&()/4e!
!
24!>*(.!]Q;]RC!M+F$!'$*/':.!B&+,!&.!#&7)45!.&):!#$!“declared the 

“whole counsel of God”90G!"#$!H'$$F!6/':!('&4.,&($:!-*/+4.$,1!).!
8/+,$91X!(#$!'//(!0$&4)45!).!-6),,1G!"#$!V>=T!'$&:.!-(#$!6#/,$!
%+'%/.$!/3!H/:1G!"#$!.&0$!6/':!).!+.$:!)4!>*(.!OU;U^!Y!“David 

 
86 Matthew 24:14 
87 Strong’s # 3142 
88 Matthew 13:51-52 
89 And will be discussing in more detail shortly under “Be Engaged in Matters of the Kingdom” 
90 NKJV and ESV 
91 Strong’s $ 1012 
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served the boule of God in his generation.”92!24!>*(.!]Q;]RC!B&+,!
6&.!.%$&F)45!(/!(#$!$,:$'.!/3!(#$!*#+'*#!)4![%#$.+.G!"#$'$3/'$C!
6#$4!#$!+.$.!(#$!%#'&.$C!“the whole counsel (purpose, plan, 

will) of God”, 6$!*&4!*/4*,+:$!#$!).!'$3$'')45!(/!('+(#.!'$*/':$:!
)4!#).!$%).(,$!(/!(#$![%#$.)&4.!Y!.%$*)3)*&,,9!*#&%($'!UC!7$'.$.!OL
O]!Y!6#$'$!#$!.%$&F.!/3!“the mystery”!@7G!UAC!“the mystery of 

Christ”!@7G!PA!6#)*#!H/:!“revealed to apostles and prophets”!
@7GcAC!&4:!(#&(!(#$!5/.%$,!/3!J#').(!6&.!3/'!&,,!%$/%,$.!)4!(#$!6#/,$!
6/',:!@7G!^AG!2!8$,)$7$!(#).!($'0C!“the whole counsel (purpose, 

plan, will) of God”C!*&4!8$!$_+&($:!6)(#!“the gospel of the 

Kingdom”C!6#)*#!).!(/!8$!“preached in the whole world as a 

testimony to all people”.!>4:C!(#).!($'0C!“the whole counsel 

(purpose, plan, will) of God”C!*&4!&,./!8$!&../*)&($:!6)(#!(#$!
*/00)..)/4!/3!(#$!J#+'*#!)4!7G!OQ!Y!“to make known the manifold 
wisdom of God to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places”G!“To make known”!).!(#$!('&4.,&()/4!/3!(#$!H'$$F!7$'8C!
54/')W/G93!2(!*&4!0$&4!-(/!'$7$&,1!&.!)(!:/$.!)4![%#$.)&4.!O;j!&4:!
U;U!l!cG!>4:C!)(!*&4!&,./!0$&4!“to declare – to the rulers and 

authorities in the heavenly places”G!2!.+55$.(!(#&(!6$!.#/+,:!
 

92 Robertson’s Word Pictures of the New Testament: The counsel of God. If huperetesas, “having 
served”, is in the dative case, then: “having served the whole counsel of God in his generation”. 
But, if huperetesas is in the instrumental case, and geneai, “his generation”, is locative, then: 
“having served his generation by the whole counsel of God”.  

93 Strong’s # 1107 
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5&(#$'!(/!.$$F!H/:!&4:!K).!6).:/0!&.!(/!#/6!(/!*&''9!/+(!(#).!

*/00)..)/4!K$!#&.!3/'!(#$!J#+'*#X!&4:!(/!!%'$%&'$!6#$4!&4:!
6#$'$!6$!&'$!(/!*&''9!)(!/+(C!&.!6$,,!&.!6#&(!0&($')&,.!&4:!
$_+)%0$4(!6$!0&9!4$$:!(/!+(),)W$G!!!!!
!!
\$!.#/+,:!5&(#$'!h!

!

"I!"[>JK!"K[!\KIM[!JIZV=[M!Id!HID94!!

>VD!"I!BE[B>E[!D[JM>E>"2IV=!!

Id!"K[!HI=B[M!Id!"K[!i2VHDI?!

 
94 Acts 20:27. Spoken to the elders of the church in Ephesus. “Whole Counsel of God” (ESV); 
“Whole Purpose of God” (NASB, NRSV); “Whole Plan of God” (HCSB, CSB, GWT); “Whole 
Will of God” (NIV). Greek: boule, Strong’s # 1012. The same word is used in Acts 13:36 – 
“David served the boule of God in his generation.” I believe this term can be equated with “the 
gospel of the Kingdom”; and refers to truths recorded in Paul’s epistles to the Ephesians – 
specifically chapter 3, verses 1-12 – “the mystery of Christ” (v. 4) which He revealed to apostles 
and prophets. (v.5). Also: See footnote # 87.   
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Be a Disciple  
of the King and His Kingdom 
@?&((#$6!OU;c]X!J3G!O^;OULOjA!

!
2!8$,)$7$!6$!4$$:!(/!&.F!/+'.$,7$.;!2.!(#$'$!./0$(#)45!&0)..C!)3!
/+'!0&)4!*/4*$'4!#&.!(/!:/!6)(#!5&(#$')45!6)(#!/4$!&4/(#$'C!
6)(#/+(!8$)45!%')0&'),9!*/4*$'4$:!6)(#!$&*#!/3!+.!&,./!5&(#$')45!
)4:)7):+&,,9!6)(#!(#$!M/':e!"#$'$!&'$!$N*$%()/4.!Y!)4!8/(#!(#$!
*/47$4()/4&,!*#+'*#$.!&4:!)4!(#$!/'5&4)*!*#+'*#$.!Y!8+(!(#$!
$0%#&.).!2!#$&'!*/0)45!3'/0!8/(#!_+&'($'.!).!*$4($'$:!/4!-8$)45!
&!3&0),91C!-#&7)45!)4()0&($!'$,&()/4.#)%.1C!-$N%$')$4*)45!
*/00+4)(91C!-%'&*()*)45!(#$!/4$!&4/(#$'.1C!-$4b/9)45!3$,,/6.#)%1C!
-8/:9!0)4).('91C!$(*G!23!S$.+.!6$'$!(/!8$!&.F$:!&5&)4!(/:&9!&8/+(!
(#$!5'$&($.(!&4:!3/'$0/.(!*/00&4:0$4(C!K$!6/+,:!.&9!6$!#&7$!
(#)45.!(+'4$:!&'/+4:!Y!6$!#&7$!-(#$!*&'(!8$3/'$!(#$!#/'.$1G!"#$.$!
#+0&4!'$,&()/4.#)%.!&'$!5//:!)4!(#$!-.$*/4:!*/00&4:0$4(1!
*&($5/'9C!8+(!&*(!&.!+.+'%$'.!)4!(#$!-3)'.(!*/00&4:0$4(1!
*&($5/'9G95!"#).!).!?&4L*$4($'$:!Y!VI"!H/:L*$4($'$:!
J#').()&4)(9G96!"#$!,9')*.!(/!&!.)0%,$!/,:!%'&).$!./45!8&.$:!/4!
H$4$.).!Pj;OQ!($,,.!+.!6#&(!@\#/A!(#$!J$4($'!/3!J#').()&4)(9!).;!!!!!
 

 
95 Matthew 22:37-39 
96 Romans 11:36 
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“We are gathering together unto Him. 
Unto Him shall the gathering of the people be. 

We are gathering together unto Him.” 
!

\$!&,,!*&4!3//,!./0$!/3!(#$!*#+'*#!%$/%,$!./0$!/3!(#$!()0$!&(!&!
*#+'*#!5&(#$')45!Y!$7$4!)4!&4!-/'5&4)*!*#+'*#1!.$(()45C!8+(!)3!(#$!
B$'./4!/3!H/:!).!4/(!('+,9!%'$$0)4$4(!&4:!*$4('&,!)4!/+'!#$&'(.!
&4:!:&),9!,)7$.C!(#$4!2!3$&'!(#).!)4:)*(0$4(!3'/0!2.&)&#!'$5&':)45!
.%)')(+&,!,)%!.$'7)*$!&%%,)$.;!!
 

“These people draw near to Me with their words and honor Me 
with their lip service; but they remove their hearts far from Me, 
and their reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by 
rote.”97  
!

\#$4!7)(&,!/4$L/4L/4$!'$,&()/4.#)%!6)(#!(#$!M/':!).!,&*F)45!&(!
#/0$C!%$/%,$!5&(#$'!(/5$(#$'!)4!%+8,)*!0/+(#)45!6/':.!(#&(!&'$!
4/(!#$&'(3$,(C!&4:!5/!(#'/+5#!(#$!0/()/4!/3!$N$'*).)45!*+.(/0&'9!
')(+&,.!,&*F)45!&+(#$4()*!'$7$'$4*$C!)4.($&:!/3!#$&'(L,$7$,!
.+''$4:$'!/3!.%)')(C!./+,!&4:!8/:9G!"#).!).!(#$!M/':a.!'$.%/4.$!(/!
.+*#!5&(#$')45;!
!!!
"I hate, I reject your festivals, nor do I delight in your solemn 
assemblies98…. They have become a burden to Me; I am weary of 
bearing them”99  

 
97 Isaiah 29:13; Cf. Matthew 15:8-9 
98 Amos 5:21 
99 Isaiah 1:14 
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=/C!6#&(!:/$.!&+(#$4()*!:).*)%,$.#)%!,//F!,)F$e!\#/!&'$!“truly 

His disciples”e!2!8$,)$7$!)(!&,,!*$4($'.!/4!K)0!Y!4/(!/4!-(#$!/4$!
&4/(#$'.1G!-M/7)45!/4$!&4/(#$'1!).!(#$!%'//3!/3!:).*)%,$.#)%100!Y!)(!).!
4/(!(#$!%'/*$..!/3!:).*)%,$.#)%G!\#&(!).!(#$!%'/*$..!/3!
:).*)%,$.#)%e!2!8$,)$7$!)(!&,,!#)45$.!/4!%$'./4&,!'$,&()/4.#)%!6)(#!
(#$!M/':;!

§ S$.+.!&.F.!3/'!&!%$'./4&,!'$7$,&()/4!/3!K)0.$,3!3'/0!$&*#!/3!
K).!:).*)%,$.G101!!!!!

§ S$.+.!(/,:!+.!(#&(!:).*)%,$.!&'$!-(&+5#(!89!(#$!M/':1!
K)0.$,3G102!"#).!#&%%$4.!-0/'4)45!89!0/'4)451!&.!:).*)%,$.!
,$&'4!(/!#$&'!(#$!M/':!&4:!,$&'4!(/!.%$&F!6#&(!(#$9!#&7$!
#$&':!3'/0!K)0G103!!

§ S$.+.!.&):!(#&(!('+$!:).*)%,$.!&'$!(#/.$!6#/!&'$!
2??[E=[D104!)4!K).!6/':G105!!

 
100 “Bearing much fruit” is also a proof of discipleship, which we will discuss shortly. 
101 Matthew 16:13-17 
102 John 6:45; Cf. Isaiah 54:13 
103 Isaiah 50:4. The Apostolic Bible Polyglot (Septuagint) translation is amazing: “The Lord, the 
Lord gives to me a tongue of instruction to know when it is necessary to speak a word. He stood 
me morning by morning. He added an ear for me to hear.”  
104 The Greek word is meno, Strong’s # 3306, meaning stay in, continue in, abide in, dwell in – a 
particular place. To me, this speaks of being surrounded by His word, so I’ve used the words 
“immersed in”, as a type of being “baptized” in His word.    
105 John 8:31.  
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§ S$.+.!:$.*')8$:!K).!'$,&()/4.#)%!6)(#!K).!:).*)%,$.!&.!
-3')$4:.1G106!

!

D).*)%,$.!&'$!(#/.$!6#/!H>"K[E!!

/4$L/4L/4$!\2"K!"K[!MIED!!
!

So, how does an individual “gather one-on-one with the Lord”? 
!

"#'/+5#!.%)')(+&,!:).*)%,)4$.")'*!
Y!4&0$,9C!

!-"K[!d[MMI\=K2B!Id!"K[!KIM`!=B2E2"1G!108*

!
Spiritual Disciplines = Fellowship with God 
!

=%)')(+&,!D).*)%,)4$.!&'$!.)0%,9!6&9.!/3!#&7)45!d[MMI\=K2B!
\2"K!HID!Y!(#&(!).C!7&')/+.!%'&N$.!3/'!4+'(+')45!/4$a.!
-:$7/()/4&,!,)3$1!6)(#!&!7)$6!(/!.%)')(+&,!('&4.3/'0&()/4!@5'/6(#!)4!

 
106 John 15:13-15 
107 There are many wonderful books on the disciplines. Just some which I have read: “Practice of 
the Presence”, by Brother Lawrence; “Imitation of Christ”, by Thomas a’ Kempis; “Celebration 
of Discipline”, by Richard Foster; “Ordering Your Private World”, by Gordon MacDonald; 
“Spiritual Disciplines of the Christian Life”, by Donald Whitney; “Sacred Pathways”, by Gary 
Thomas; “The Spirit of the Disciplines” and “Hearing God”, by Dallas Willard. For a 
complimentary copy of teaching notes for a series I have done entitled, “Fellowship With the 
Holy Spirit”, Email: AtChristsTable@gmail.com  
108 2 Corinthians 13:14; Philippians 2:1. In this case, I am not making any distinction between 
fellowship with the Holy Spirit and fellowship with the Spirit of the Risen Christ, or fellowship 
with God the Father for that matter. Regarding “the Eternal Spirit” in Hebrews 9:14, both M.R. 
Vincent and A.T. Robertson agree that this refers to the Spirit of Jesus, the Christ.   
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J#').(L,)F$4$..AG!d$,,/6.#)%!6)(#!H/:!'$_+)'$.!:).*)%,)4$G!!2(!).!
%'/8&8,9!3/'!(#).!'$&./4!(#&(!6#&(!./0$!'$3$'!(/!&.!-#/,9!#&8)(.1C!
#&7$!&,./!8$*/0$!F4/64!&.!=%)')(+&,!D).*)%,)4$.G!<&')/+.!&+(#/'.!
*/0%),$!:)33$'$4(!,).(.C!%,&*)45!7&')/+.!:).*)%,)4$.!)4!7&')/+.!
*&($5/')$.G!"#).!).!b+.(!/4$!$N&0%,$109;!
!
OG !"#$!246&':!D).*)%,)4$.!!
!!!!!?$:)(&()/4!g!B'&9$'!g!d&.()45!g!=(+:9!!
]G "#$!I+(6&':!D).*)%,)4$.!!
!!!!@246&':!E$&,)()$.!E$.+,()45!)4!I+(6&':!M)3$.(9,$.A!!
=)0%,)*)(9!g!=/,)(+:$!g!=+80)..)/4!g!=$'7)*$!!

UG "#$!J/'%/'&($!D).*)%,)4$.!!
!!!!J/43$..)/4!g!\/'.#)%!g!H+):&4*$!g!J$,$8'&()/4!!

 
 

The Components of Fellowship with the God  
!

§ D$.)'$;!>4!&8./,+($!%'$L'$_+).)($C!6#)*#!&').$.!/+(!/3!&!.$4.$!
/3!4$$:!Y!.%$*)3)*&,,9C!8$)45!-%//'!)4!.%)')(1C110!&4:!,/7$!3/'!(#$!
M/':G111!!

 
72 From “Celebration of Discipline” by Richard Foster 
110 Matthew 5:3 
111 The connection the two is demonstrated in the passage Luke 8:36-47. 



Concerning Gathering Page 41 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2020) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org 
 

§ D).*)%,)4$;!V/(!)4!(#$!.$4.$!/3!.$,3L$33/'(C!8+(!.)0%,9!,$(()45!(#$!
M/':!('+,9!8$!(#$!,/':!/3!/+'!,)7$.C!'&(#$'!(#&4!&,,/6)45!-(#$!
&33&)'.!/3!(#).!,)3$1!(/!+.+'%!K).!%,&*$!/3!%'$$0)4$4*$G112!

§ D)'$*()/4;!=*')%(+'$!'$&:)45!&4:!.(+:9!5)7$!(#$!%'/%$'!:)'$*()/4!
&4:!5+):&4*$!(/!/+'!-#/,9!#&8)(.1!g!.%)')(+&,!:).*)%,)4$.!g!
3$,,/6.#)%!6)(#!H/:G!!!!

§ D$7/()/4;!"#$9!6$'$!*/4()4+&,,9!:$7/()45!(#$0.$,7$.!hG1!113!!
(/!-#/,9!#&8)(.1!g!.%)')(+&,!:).*)%,)4$.!g!3$,,/6.#)%!6)(#!H/:G!!!

!
Discipleship Requires  

 
GATHERING one-on-one WITH THE LORD  

!
!

 
112 Suggested Reading: Tyranny of the Urgent by Charles E. Hummel and Ordering Your Private 
World by Gordon MacDonald.  
113 Acts 2:42. Greek: proskartereo, Strong’s #4242, steadfastly attentive to, constantly adhering 
to. 
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Disciple All Peoples 
!

What does Discipling All Peoples have to do with Gathering? 
!
"#$!H'$$F!6/':!('&4.,&($:!-:).*)%,$1!).!0&(#$($.C114!6#)*#!0$&4.!
&!,$&'4$'C!/4$!6#/!).!(&+5#(G115!D).*)%,$.!&'$!(&+5#(!T`!(#$!M/':X!
&4:!(&+5#(!>TIZ"!(#$!M/':!89!(#/.$!6#/!:).*)%,$!/(#$'.G!?&49!
0$(#/:/,/5)$.!&4:!0/:$,.!3/'!:).*)%,$.#)%!#&7$!$0$'5$:!/7$'!
(#$!9$&'.C!$0%#&.)W)45!'$,&()/4.#)%!&4:!3$,,/6.#)%!6)(#!(#$!
0$4(/'G!V$7$'L(#$L,$..C!(#$!%')0&'9!&.%$*(!/3!8)8,)*&,!:).*)%,$.#)%!
).!"[>JK2VHG!"#$'$!&'$!/87)/+.,9!:)33$'$4(!($&*#)45!3/'0&(.C!
.+*#!&.!&!,$*(+'$!3/'0&(C!&4:!6#&(!./0$!0)5#(!*&,,!&4!-&.!9/+!5/1!
3/'0&(G116!S$.+.!+(),)W$:!TI"K!)4!:).*)%,)45!K).!&%/.(,$.G!!
!
2!8$,)$7$!&!F$9!&.%$*(!/3!($&*#)45!3/'!8)8,)*&,!:).*)%,$.#)%!).!6#&(!
0)5#(!8$!*&,,$:!-&%/.(/,)*!3$,,/6.#)%1G!\#&(!:/!2!0$&4!89!(#&(e!>4!
$N*$'%(!3'/0!09!&'()*,$!Discipleship & The Equipping Ministries:!

“… He gave gifts to men…. And He gave some as apostles, and 
some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as 

 
114 Strong’s # 31014, 
115 But also, one who follows one’s teachings, an adherent. 
116 The “as you go” format can be seen throughout the gospels. Examples of the “lecture format” 
would be The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) and The Sermon on the Plain (Luke 6:20-
49). 
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shepherds and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the 
work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ….”117  

“This passage tells us that Jesus gave certain gifts to men and gave 
certain men as gifts to the Church. Something that is important for us 
to understand is this: In building His Church,118 Jesus blesses men – not 
methods. There may be some value in considering methodologies for 
how to make disciples; but in the end, Jesus blesses disciples through 
men rather than through methods. Acts 2:42 tells us that the disciples 
“were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship….” In his commentary on this verse, John Gill, reminds us 
that the disciples were also fellowshipping with the apostles. The 
syntax in the Greek text has both the teaching and the fellowship 
referring back to the apostles. In fact, The Amplified Bible translates it 
as: “the instruction and fellowship of the apostles”. Jesus gave certain 
gifts to men, and gave certain men as gifts to the Church. The apostle 
Paul could say to the Thessalonians, “You know what kind of men we 
proved ourselves to be….”119 What qualifies these men to equip the 
Church is not their fulfilling the presupposed “job descriptions” of 
apostle, prophet, evangelist, shepherd, teacher, but rather who they 
are as ambassadors of Christ120. These are men who “have been with 
Jesus”121, and bring the presence of Jesus.”  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
117 Ephesians 4:7, 11-12. (“as” in the NASB, and “to be” in the NKJV are not in the Greek text.)  
118 Matthew 16:18 
119 1 Thessalonians 1:5 The Amplified Bible 
120 2 Corinthians 5:20 
121 Acts 4:13 
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What does gathering have to do with teaching disciples? 
!
"#$!*/4($N(!/3!(#$!.%)')(+&,!:).*)%,)4$.!6$a7$!b+.(!:).*+..$:!&'$!
(#/.$!:&),9!/4$L/4L/4$!5&(#$')45.!6)(#!(#$!M/':G!d/'!8)8,)*&,!
:).*)%,$.#)%C!(#$!&::)()/4&,!*/4($N(!4$$:$:!)4!(&4:$0!6)(#!(#).!&'$!
5&(#$')45.!3/'!($&*#)45!&4:!$_+)%%)45!6#)*#!6),,!-4+'(+'$1122!
(#/.$!/4$L/4L/4$!5&(#$')45.!6)(#!(#$!M/':G!!
!
Discipleship is learning Christ  through … 
!

E$7$,&()/4!&4:!E$,&()/4.#)%!6)(#!&!7)$6!(/!E$3,$*()/4!/3!J#').(G!
24!(#$!E$7$,&()/4!Y!E$,&()/4.#)%!J/4()4++0C!($&*#)45!/4!=$$)45!
J#').(!"#'/+5#/+(!>,,!/3!=*')%(+'$!#&.!(/!:/!6)(#!(#$!
E[<[M>"2IV!&.%$*(G!!>4:!&!($&*#)45!/4!d$,,/6.#)%!6)(#!(#$!
=%)')(!@(#'/+5#!7&')/+.!.%)')(+&,!:).*)%,)4$.A123!#&.!(/!:/!6)(#!(#$!
E[M>"2IV=K2B!&.%$*(G!!
!

!"#$"%&$'(")%"*$+),"*'-+./"-+)'0")%"*$+)'1'
§ H&(#$')45!/4$L/4L/4$!)4!'$,&()/4.#)%!6)(#!(#$!M/':C!!

 
122 Or “motivate”, “encourage”, “stimulate”, “inspire”, “grow”, “guide”, etc.  
123 I am not referring to fellowship with one another – I am referring to a disciple’s one-on-one 
fellowship with the Holy Spirit. It’s true that some of these disciplines can be practiced 
collectively; but, as with “worship services”, that collective exercise will be shallow, if people do 
not have an authentic devotional life as individuals. 
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&.!6$,,!&.C!!
§ H&(#$')45!3/'!($&*#)45!6)(#!$_+)%%)45!0)4).(')$.G"!&!!

!
?+*#!,)F$!(#$!3,+):)(9!/3!(#$!=%)')(L,$:!J#').()&4!,)3$125C!(#$!%'/*$..!
/3!:).*)%,)45!&!5)7$4!:).*)%,$!0+.(!3/,,/6!(#$!K/,9!=%)')(a.!,$&:)45!
&,($'4&()45!8$(6$$4!($&*#)45.!/4!E[<[M>"2IV!Id!JKE2="!&4:!
($&*#)45.!/4!E[M>"2IV=K2B!\2"K!JKE2="G![..$4()&,,9C!09!
.$')$.C!A New & Living WayC!).!&,,!&8/+(!.$$F)45!+4:$'.(&4:)45!/3!

#/6!(/!:/!(#&(!“according to the Spirit”C!'&(#$'!(#&4!“according to 
the letter”.126   
!
"#$'$3/'$C!)4!&::)()/4!(/!&,,!2!#&7$!6')(($4!/4!D2=J2BM[=K2B!&4:!
D2=J2BM2VH127C!2!6/+,:!0&F$!(#).!.(&($0$4(;!>(!,$&.(!./0$C!)3!4/(!
&,,C!/3!/+'!5&(#$')45.!4$$:!(/!8$!3/'!(#$!%+'%/.$!/3!:).*)%,)45G!

!
Certainly, we gather for the purpose of discipling. 

 
124 For a complimentary copy of “A Guide for Teaching Disciples”, Email: 
AtChristsTable@gmail.com  
125 Cf. John 3:8 
126 That is, according to the “new commandment” of the New Covenant (John 13:35-35, Cf. 
15:12) - according to “the Law of Christ” (1 Corinthians 9:21; Galatians 6:2), according to “the 
Law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:2).  
127 “The Vineyard & The Husbandman”, “Discipleship & The Equipping Ministries”, “The 
Church: A Community for Transformation”. “Christ Is Pre-Requisite for Church”, “Doing 
Church”, et. al. 
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Bear Fruit  
!
S$.+.!.&):;!“My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much 

fruit, and so prove to be My disciples.”!\$,,!4/6C!(#&(a.!
./0$(#)45!6$!*$'(&)4,9!6&4(!(/!:/k!T+(C!6#&(!).!&!-3'+)(3+,!
:).*)%,$1e!\$!*&4!5)7$!(#&(!&!.%)')(+&,!&4.6$'!/'!&!0/'$!3+4*()/4&,!
&4.6$'G!2!(#)4F!8/(#!*/08)4$:!6/+,:!8$!(#$!8$.(!&4.6$'G!\#&(!).!
-.%)')(+&,!3'+)(3+,4$..1e!H'/6)45!)4!E$7$,&()/4!/3!J#').(!&4:!
E$,&()/4.#)%!6)(#!J#').(e!`$.G!H'/6)45!)4!J#').(L,)F$4$..e!`$.C!
&5&)4G!T+(C!,$(a.!&,./!*/4.):$'!(#$!_+$.()/4!)4!,)5#(!/3!(#$!H'$&(!
J/00)..)/4.!L!8$)45!3'+)(3+,!89!h!!

§ T$)45!“engaged in matters of His Kingdom”128!+4(),!K$!

'$(+'4.G!@M+F$!Oj;OUX!J3G!"#$!*&,,)45!/3!(#$!-[**,$.)&1AG!>4:!
'$,&($:!(/!(#).!).!L!

§ D/)45!-5//:!6/'F.1!L!/+(!)4!(#$!6/',:G!@?&((#$6!c;OPLO^A!!!
!

What does that mean? 
And what does gathering have to do with that? 

 
128 I believe the Apostolic Bible Polyglot translation here has the most clear meaning of the Greek 
word, pragmateuomai, Strong’s # 4231, viz. “to be engaged with a matter”. The KJV, “to 
occupy”, sounds too military; and the NKJV, “to do business”, and the ESV, “to be engaged in 
business”, sound too mercenary. (The words, “with this”, which would infer the money given to 
the servants in the parable, is in italics, meaning it is not actually in the Greek text. The meaning, 
therefore, is “to be engaged with matters” of Lord’s household or kingdom. Cf. Luke 19:1.         
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The Calling of the Ecclesia 
!
M$(a.!$.(&8,).#!(#$!*/4($N(!/3!S$.+.a!6/':.C!“be engaged with 

matters (of the kingdom) until He returns”;!"#$!4&(+'$!&4:!
*/00)..)/4!/3!(#$!J#+'*#!).!(/!8$!(#$![**,$.)&"!#!/3!(#$!i)45:/0G!
\G[G!<)4$!:$3)4$.!(#).!&.;!->!8/:9!/3!*)()W$4.!*&,,$:!/+(!&4:!
5&(#$'$:!(/!:).*+..!(#$!&33&)'.!/3!.(&($G1!K$!3+'(#$'!$N%,&)4.!)(!&.!
-&!5&(#$')45!3/'!&!:$3)4)($!%+'%/.$C!&!5&(#$')45!'$5&':$:!&.!
'$%'$.$4(&()7$!/3!(#$!6#/,$!4&()/41G"$)!!!
!
=+*#!&!5&(#$')45!6/+,:!“be engaged with matters of the 

Kingdom”C!3+4*()/4)45!0+*#!,)F$!/(#$'!5'/+%!0$$()45.!6)(#!0/'$!
*/4($0%/'&'9!4&0$.C!.+*#!&.!&!-(&.F!3/'*$1C!:$3)4$:!&.C!-&!+4)(!/'!
3/'0&()/4!$.(&8,).#$:!(/!6/'F!/4!&!.)45,$!:$3)4$:!(&.F!/'!&*()7)(9G1!
I(#$'!$N&0%,$.!0)5#(!8$;!&!-"/64!K&,,1!0$$()45C!&4!
-247$.()5&()7$1!0$$()45C!&!-B'/b$*(!B,&44)451!0$$()45C!&!-\/'F1!
@"$&0A!0$$()45G!24!0&F)45!(#$.$!*/0%&')./4.!(#$!$..$4()&,!
:)33$'$4*$!3'/0!(#$.$!*/4($0%/'&'9!*/4./'()+0.!).!(#&(!(#$!
[**,$.)&!0$$()45.!6/+,:!4/(!8$!,$:!89!&!*/00)(($$!/'!89!&!

 
129 Strong’s # 1577  
130 Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words. See Acts 19:23-41. Although this was a 
gathering of people from the world system (who were set against the kingdom of God), this 
passage does allow us to see the secular Greek ekklesia “in action” (albeit against the preaching 
of the gospel by the apostle Paul). Also: Acts 15:6-29 is a clear and excellent example of the 
Church functioning as the Ecclesia of the Kingdom of God.  
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-:$0/*'&()*1!%'/*$..C!8+(!'&(#$'!89!(#$!K/,9!=%)')(!Y!(#$!
-H/7$'4/'1!/3!(#$!i)45:/0G!>4:!(#$!(&.F!-/4!(#$!(&8,$1!).!&,6&9.!
(/!'$%'$.$4(!(#$!i)45!6)(#!&!6)(4$..!/3!(#$!i)45:/0!Y!4&0$,9h!!
!
“8To preach to the nations the unfathomable riches of Christ, 9and 
to bring to light what is the administration of the mystery which 
for ages has been hidden in God who created all things; 10So that 
the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known 
through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the 
heavenly places.11This was in accordance with the eternal purpose 
which He carried out in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Ephesians 3:8-
11)131  
!!

 
131 See my article The Cross & The Powers of Darkness.  
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Be Engaged in Matters of the Kingdom  
 

I4$!/3!(#$!6&9.!6$!&'$!(/!“be engaged in matters of the 

kingdom” ).!89!DI2VH!HIID!\IEi=!Y!I+(!)4!(#$!\/',:G!
 

What does THAT have to do with Gathering? 
 
 
Disciples and the World132 
 

13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has become 
tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for 
anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by 
men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot 
be hidden; 15 nor does anyone light a lamp and put it under a 
basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in 
the house. 16 Let your light shine before men in such a way that 
they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is 
in heaven.” (Matthew 5:13-16) 
 
“Glorify Your Father Who is in Heaven” 
!
=/0$(#)45!6#)*#!4$$:.!(/!8$!*,$&'!&(!(#$!/+(.$(!/3!(#).!:).*+..)/4!
/3!-D/)45!H//:!\/'F.1!Y!I+(!)4!(#$!\/',:;!\#&($7$'!5//:!6$!:/!
?Z="!8$!:/4$!)4!(#$!4&0$!/3!H/:G!\#9e!24!/':$'!(/!“glorify 

your Father who is in heaven”;!"#$!/4$!(#&(!).!4&0$:C!).!(#$!/4$!

 
132 The paragraph heading in the NASB , Updated Edition, Lockman Foundation (1996) 
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6#/!).!*'$:)($:!&4:!5,/')3)$:G!"#&(a.!./!/87)/+.!Y!6#9!:/!2!$7$4!
8')45!+%!(#$!)..+$e!"#$!&%/.(,$!S/#4!0&:$!)(!&8+4:&4(,9!*,$&'!
(#&(!$7$'9(#)45!S$.+.!:):!/4!(#$!$&'(#C!K$!:):!-)4!(#$!4&0$!/3!(#$!
d&(#$'1!Y!./!(#&(!&,,!(#&(!K$!:):!6/+,:!8$!&((')8+($:!(/!K).!d&(#$'C!
&4:!./!(#&(!K).!d&(#$'!6/+,:!8$!*'$:)($:!&4:!5,/')3)$:G133!S$.+.!:):!
VI"K2VH!)4!(#$!4&0$!/3!J&$.&'C!4/'!)4!(#$!4&0$!/3!(#$!E/0&4!
5/7$'40$4(!Y!4/'!)4!(#$!4&0$!(#$!4&()/4!/3!2.'&$,C!4/'!)4!(#$!
4&0$!/3!(#$!($0%,$!)4!S$'+.&,$0G!`$(C!(#'/+5#/+(!#).(/'9C!
J#').()&4.!#&7$!*&'')$:!/4!0+*#!&*()7)(9!)4!(#$!4&0$!/3!7&')/+.!
'$,)5)/+.!:$4/0)4&()/4.!Y!3/'!(#$!*'$:)(!&4:!5,/'9!/3!(#/.$!
'$,)5)/+.!/'5&4)W&()/4.G!J#').()&4.!#&7$!&,./!*&'')$:!/+(!0+*#!
&*()7)(9!)4!&../*)&()/4!6)(#!&4:!+4:$'!(#$!&+.%)*$.!/3!.$*+,&'!
*#&')(&8,$!/'5&4)W&()/4.!&4:!5/7$'40$4(L.%/4./'$:!./*)&,!
%'/5'&0.G134!"#/.$!:/)45!(#$!6/'F!0&9!8$!*#),:'$4!/3!(#$)'!d&(#$'!
6#/!).!)4!#$&7$4C!8+(!$&'(#,9!/'5&4)W&()/4.!&'$!5$(()45!(#$!*'$:)(!
&4:!5,/'9!3/'!(#$)'!6/'FC!8$*&+.$!)(!).!4/(!8$)45!:/4$!)4!K).!4&0$G!!
!
"#$'$!).!&!'$,&($:!)..+$!/3!-.$%&'&()/41G!d/'!/+'!%+'%/.$.!)4!(#).!
&'()*,$C!.+33)*$!(/!,$(!(#$!.*')%(+'$!.%$&F!3/'!)(.$,3!#$'$!6)(#/+(!
*/00$4(&'9;!
!

 
133 John 5:19, 30; 6:38; 8:28, 45; 12:49; 14:10 
134 A blatant case in point: The Progressive Christian “Social Justice” movement backing the 
social policies and programs of the Democratic Party in the USA.  
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14 “Do not be bound together (lit. unequally yoked) 
with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and 
lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness? 15 Or 
what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in 
common with an unbeliever? 16 Or what agreement has the temple 
of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as 
God said, ’I will dwell in them and walk among them; and I will 
be their God, and they shall be My people. 17 Therefore, come out 
from their midst and be separate,’ says the Lord. ‘And do not 
touch what is unclean; and I will welcome you. 18 And I will be a 
father to you, and you shall be sons and daughters to Me,’ says 
the Lord Almighty.” 
 
>49/4$!6#/!#&.!$45&5$:!)4!-:/)45!5//:1!)4!&../*)&()/4!6)(#!&4:!
+4:$'!(#$!&+.%)*$.!/3!.$*+,&'!*#&')(&8,$!/'5&4)W&()/4.!&4:!
5/7$'40$4(L.%/4./'$:!./*)&,!%'/5'&0.!#&.!$N%$')$4*$:!(#$!
)4#$'$4(!.%)')(+&,!*/43,)*(.!/3!/%%/.)45!6/',:7)$6.G!T+(!(#$!%/)4(!).!
VI"!(#&(!H/:!6&4(.!+.!(/!&7/):!(#$.$!*/43,)*(.C!VIE!(#&(!K$!
-4$$:.1!(/!8$!5,/')3)$:G!"#).!.)0%,$!%/)4(!6),,!8$*/0$!0/'$!*,$&'!
&.!6$!5/!&,/45;!\$!?Z="!-:/!5//:1!)4!K).!4&0$C!8$*&+.$!
6#&(!(#$!M/':!).!8+),:)45!).!K).!#/+.$#/,:!@K).!i)45:/0A!Y!K$!

).!VI"!8+),:)45C!/'!$7$4!-'$%&)')451!(#$!F)45:/0!/3!(#$!6/',:G!!!!!
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“Let Your Light Shine Before Men” 
!
S$.+.!.&):;!“Let your light shine before men in such a way that 

they may see your good works and glorify your Father….”!T+(C!
.#/'(,9!&3($'6&':C!K$!&,./!.&):;!“Beware of practicing your 

righteousness before men to be noticed by them.”(That is, -:/)45!
5//:1!)4!9/+'!/64!4&0$!&4:!'$*$)7)45!(#$!-5,/'91!3/'!)(GA135!=/C!#/6!
:/!6$!'$*/4*),$!K).!(6/!.(&($0$4(.e!2!:/4a(!(#)4F!(#).!).!
%'/8,$0&()*;!S$.+.!6&4(.!+.!(/!:).%,&9!-5//:!6/'F.1!(/!(#$!6/',:!
./!(#&(!(#$!d&(#$'!6),,!8$!5,/')3)$:!L!4/(!3/'!+.!(/!8$!4/()*$:!89!
0$4G!2!8$,)$7$!(#$'$!).!&!*/44$*()/4!6)(#!(#$!')5#(!0/()7&()/4C!&4:!
(#$!0$&4)45!/3!(#$!6/':!-5//:1C!&4:!&,./C!(#$!4&(+'$!/3!(#$!
-6/'F.1!K$!6&4(.!(/!:).%,&9!(/!(#$!6/',:;!!!!
 
“Preach the Gospel. Use Words if Necessary”? 
 
"#).!).!&!%/%+,&'!_+/($!&((')8+($:!(/!d'&4*).!/3!>..).)G!\#),$!(#).!
0&9!8$!.&):!6)(#!&!5//:!.$4()0$4(!)4($4:$:C!(#$'$!&'$!(6/!
%'/8,$0.!6)(#!(#).!_+/($;!OA!d'&4*$.!/3!>..).)!:):4a(!.&9!)(G136!]A!2(!
).!4/(!8)8,)*&,;!2(!).!%'$&*#)45!6#)*#!H/:!#&.!*#/.$4!(/!+.$!&.!K).!

 
135 Cf. Matthew 6:1-5 
136 It is contrary to his reputation – he was well known for his preaching; and was known to have 
preached up to five times per day.  
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0$&4.!/3!.&,7&()/4G137!I+'!6/'F.!*&44/(!.&7$!/+'.$,7$.C!4/'!
&49/4$!$,.$G!T+(C!S$.+.a!6/'F!)4!K).!:$&(#C!8+')&,!&4:!
'$.+''$*()/4!:/$.!.&7$!%$/%,$G!"#$!5/.%$,138!).!4/(!./0$(#)45!6$!
*&4!:/!Y!)(!).!./0$(#)45!6$!&'$!*/00&4:$:!(/!%'$&*#G!>4:!6#),$!
)(!).!('+$!(#&(!-@/+'A!6/':.!&'$!*#$&%1!&4:!-@/+'A!&*()/4.!.%$&F!
,/+:$'!(#&4!@/+'A!6/':.1C!(#$.$!.&9)45.!:$4)5'&($!(#$!6/':.!/3!(#$!
%'/%#$(.!&.!6$,,!&.!(#$!6/':.!/3!S$.+.!&4:!K).!&%/.(,$.!6#)*#!
&'$!'$*/':$:!)4!(#$!)4.%)'$:!.*')%(+'$.G!24!3&*(C!(#$.$!.&9)45.!:/!
4/(!&%%,9!&(!&,,!(/!(#$!5/.%$,!Y!(#$!-6/':!/3!H/:1C!(#$!-6/':!/3!
J#').(1G!"#$!5/.%$,!Y!(#$!0$..&5$!/3!S$.+.a!6/'F!/3!(#$!J'/..!L!
#&.!.+%$'4&(+'&,!%/6$'!L!“the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes”G139!"#$!.*')%(+'$!:/$.!VI"!.&9!(#&(!-5//:!
6/'F.1!6),,!$4&8,$!%$/%,$!(/!*&,,!/4!H/:C!8$,)$7$!/4!J#').(!&4:!8$!
.&7$:G!@23!9/+!#&7$!8$$4!)47/,7$:!)4!:/)45!5//:!6/'F.!/+(!)4!(#$!
6/',:C!9/+!6),,!F4/6!(#&(!3'/0!%$'./4&,!$N%$')$4*$!6)(#!4/4L
8$,)$7$'.G!H$4$'&,,9!.%$&F)45C!6#$4!(#$!-#&4:L/+(.1!.(/%C!(#$9!
.(/%!*/0)45!&'/+4:GA!"#$!.*')%(+'$!DI[=!.&9!(#&(!%$/%,$!6),,!8$!
.&7$:!(#'/+5#!(#$!%'$&*#)45!/3!(#$!5/.%$,G140!23!6$!:/!4/(!%'$&*#!
(#$!5/.%$,!@&,/45!6)(#!,)7)45!/+(!)(.!)0%,)*&()/4.AC!(#$4!/+'!-5//:!

 
137 1 Corinthians 1:21b “… God was well pleased through the foolishness of the preaching to 
save those who believe.” 
138 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 
139 Romans 1:16; 1 Corinthians 1:18 
140 Romans 10:13-15; 1 Corinthians 1:21b 
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6/'F.1!6),,!/4,9!%/)4(!(/!/+'.$,7$.!)4.($&:!/3!(/!S$.+.G!=/C!
6#&($7$'!(#$.$!-5//:!6/'F.1!&'$C!(#$9!:/!4/(!'$%,&*$!“preaching 
the gospel of the kingdom in the whole world as a testimony to 
all peoples”G"&"!"K2=!).!(#$!*&,,)45!/3!(#$!J#+'*#!L!-to proclaim142 
the excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into 
His marvelous light.”"&$!>4:!&5&)4C!2!.+55$.(!(#&(!6$!.#/+,:!
5&(#$'!(/!.$$F!H/:!)4!%'&9$'!3/'!K).!6).:/0!&.!(/!KI\!(/!

*&''9!/+(!(#).!*/00)..)/4!K$!#&.!3/'!(#$!J#+'*#G"&&!
!
Showing Our Faith By Our Works 
!
\#),$!)(!).!('+$!6$!*&44/(!%'$&*#!(#$!5/.%$,!6)(#/+(!6/':.X!)(!).!
&,./!('+$!(#&(!6$!.#/+,:!,)7$!/+(!(#$!('+(#!/3!(#$!5/.%$,!Y!$7$4!
6)(#/+(!6/':.G!24!0/.(!('&4.,&()/4.C![%#$.)&4.!P;Oc!'$&:.;!
“speaking the truth in love”G!`$(C!H'$$F!.*#/,&'C!>G"G!E/8$'(./4C!
.&9.!(#&(!(#$!0$&4)45!/3!(#$!H'$$F!6/':C!&,$(#$+/145C!0$&4.!
-T[2VH!('+(#3+,1!/'!-\>Mi2VH!)4!(#$!('+(#1G146!=/C!B&+,!).!.&9)45!
(#&(!6#&(!6$!:/!&4:!#/6!6$!,)7$!.#/+,:!8$!)4!&5'$$0$4(!6)(#!(#$!
('+(#!/3!(#$!5/.%$,G!S&0$.!.&9.!(#&(!6#&(!6$!:/!&4:!#/6!6$!,)7$!

 
141 Matthew 24:14 
142 Greek: exangello, Strong’s # 1804. 
143 1 Peter 2:9 
144 This is the calling of the Church – “to proclaim (Greek: exangello, Strong’s # 1804) the 
excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” 1 Peter 2:9  
145 Strong’s # 226  
146 Robertson’s Word Pictures of the New Testament  
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.#/+,:!4/(!“lie against the truth”147G!24!3&*(C!S&0$.!.&9.!(#&(!6$!
“show our faith by our works”;!!
!

14 “What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith, but 
he has no works? Can that faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister 
is without clothing and in need of daily food, 16 and one of you 
says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you 
do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is 
that? 17 Even so faith if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 18 
But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; 
show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my 
faith by my works.”148  
!

"K>"!).!6#&(!(#$!M/':!:$.)'$.!6#$4!K$!.&9.;!“Let your light 
shine before men in such a way that they may see your good 
works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven”149!Y!=KI\2VH!
@[mK2T2"2VH150A!IZE!d>2"K!T`!IZE!\IEi=G!"K>"!).!(#$!
($.()0/49!&4:!6)(4$..!/3!(#$!5/.%$,!/3!(#$!i)45:/0!/3!K$&7$4G!!
!
“Good Works” 
!
M$(a.!5)7$!./0$!5$4$'&,!:$3)4)()/4!(/!(#$!($'0!-5//:!6/'F.1C!(#$4!
'$7)$6!(#$!J/00)..)/4!/3!(#$!J#+'*#!(/!E$%'$.$4(!(#$!i)45!l!K).!

 
147 James 3:13-18 
148 James 2:14-18 
149 Matthew 5:16 
150 Greek: deiknuo, Strong’s # 1166, to show or exhibit.  



Concerning Gathering Page 56 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2020) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org 
 

i)45:/0C!&4:!(#$4!(&F$!&4/(#$'!,//F!&(!\K`!\[!H>"K[E!)4!
,)5#(!/3!(#$.$!(#)45.G!!!
!
24!(#$!%#'&.$!-5//:!6/'F.1C151!(#$!H'$$F!6/':!('&4.,&($:!-5//:1!).!
F&,/.G152!H'$$F!.*#/,&'C!\G![G!<)4$!($,,.!+.!(#).!6/':!:$4/($.!(#&(!
6#)*#!).!)4(')4.)*&,,9!5//:C!3&)'!&4:!8$&+()3+,G!\/'F.!6#)*#!&'$!
)4(')4.)*&,,9!5//:!&'$!4/(!0/()7&($:!89!%'&50&()*!/'!+(),)(&')&4!
%+'%/.$.!Y!(#&(!).C!(/!6)4!%/%+,&')(9!6)(#!%$/%,$C!/'!(/!&(('&*(!
%$/%,$!(/!(#$!*#+'*#!.$'7)*$.C!/'!$7$4!(/!&*#)$7$!.+%%/.$:!
-./*)&,!b+.()*$1153!5/&,.!)4!./*)$(9G!2!8$,)$7$!(#$!%&'()*+,&'!
-5//:4$..1!S$.+.!6&4(.!(/!:).%,&9!(/!(#$!6/',:!3/'!(#$!5,/'9!/3!
(#$!d&(#$'!).!(#$!4&(+'$!&4:!*#&'&*($'!/3!(#$!d&(#$'!H/:G!24!&!
0&44$'!/3!.%$&F)45C!-:/)45!5//:!6/'F.1!).!:/)45!6#&(!H/:!
6/+,:!:/C!(#$!6&9!)4!6#)*#!H/:!6/+,:!:/!)(C!6#),$!'$0)4:)45!

%$/%,$!4/!/4$!).!)4(')4.)*&,,9!5//:!$N*$%(!H/:!&,/4$G!!!

!
S$.+.!#)5#,)5#($:!(#).!)4!K).!$4*/+4($'!6)(#!(#$!')*#!9/+45!'+,$'C!
6#$4!K$!.&):!(/!#)0;!"Why do you call Me good? No one is good 

except God alone.”154!\#9!:):!S$.+.!.&9!(#&(!(/!#)0e!T$*&+.$!(#).!

 
151 Matthew 5:16 
152 Strong’s # 2570 
153 e.g. The Progressive Christian “Social Justice” movement backing the social policies and 
programs of the Democratic Party in the USA.   
154 Mark 10:17-22; Luke 18:18-23. 
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')*#!9/+45!'+,$'!'$3$''$:!(/!S$.+.!&.C!-5//:!($&*#$'1!Y!#$!:):!4/(!
'$*/54)W$!S$.+.!&.!-the Christ, the Son of the Living God”, &.!
B$($'!:):G!K$!'$*/54)W$:!K)0!/4,9!&.!&!-5//:!($&*#$'1G!23!S$.+.!
#&:!&*F4/6,$:5$:!K)0.$,3!&.!-5//:1C!(#$4!(#$!')*#!9/+45!'+,$'!
6/+,:!#&7$!&,./!*/4.):$'$:!#)0.$,3!&8,$!(/!&*#)$7$!-5//:4$..1G!
>3($'!&,,C!#).!&(()(+:$!6&.!(#).;!-\#&(!.#/+,:!2!:/!(/!8$!5//:e!S+.(!
($,,!0$!6#&(!(/!:/C!&4:!2a,,!:/!)(G!V/!%'/8,$0G1!>.!)(!6&.C!#$!.(),,!
:):4a(!5$(!(#$!%/)4(;!“The righteousness of God is by faith, not by 

works”.155!`/+!.$$C!%$/%,$!4&(+'&,,9!(#)4F!-:/L5//:$'.1!&'$!
-5//:1X!8+(!S$.+.!:/$.4a(G!
!
"K2=!2=!=ZJK!>!BEIdIZVD!2==Z[k!2(!).!(#$!:)33$'$4*$!
8$(6$$4!(#$!5/.%$,!/3!“salvation by grace through faith”!&4:!(#$!
-=/*)&,!H/.%$,1156C!6#)*#!%'/3$..$.!(#$!&8),)(9!/3!#+0&4!$33/'(!(/!

 
155 Romans 3:22, 11:6; Ephesians 2:8 
156 Peter Abelard (1079-1142) proposed what became to be known as his Moral Influence 
Theory.156 In a nutshell, this atonement theory states that Christ died to influence humanity 
toward moral improvement. This theory denies that Christ died to satisfy any principle of divine 
justice, but teaches instead that His death was designed to greatly influence mankind with a sense 
of God's love, resulting in softening their hearts and leading them to repentance. Thus, the 
Atonement is not directed towards God with the purpose of satisfying His righteousness, but 
towards man with the purpose of influencing him towards a just and moral society. Abelard’s 
“Moral Influence Theory”, along with Charles Sheldon’s “Christian Socialism” and novel, 
“What Would Jesus Do” (1891), were significant influences on Walter Rauschenbusch (1861-
1918), who is known as the father of the Social Gospel. Rauschenbusch defined sin as betrayal of 
the bonds of care among human beings. He believed that the root of sin is not rebellious refusal 
to obey God, but a deep-seated selfishness. He saw selfishness as more than a personal failing – 
it was a transpersonal evil, institutionalized in social systems that benefit some individuals while 
exploiting and oppressing many others. Rauschenbusch did not view Jesus' death as an act of 
substitutionary atonement but in his words, he died "to substitute love for selfishness as the basis 
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'$:$$0!./*)$(9!(#'/+5#!-5//:!6/'F.1C!_+)($!6)(#/+(!(#$!4$$:!3/'!
(#$!&(/4)45!8,//:!.&*')3)*$!/3!-(#$!M&08!/3!H/:!\#/!(&F$.!&6&9!
(#$!.)4!/3!(#$!6/',:1157G!!!!
!!
K/6!+(($',9!0+::,$:!(#)45.!5$(!6#$4!6$!6&4(!%$/%,$!(/!(#)4F!6$!
&'$!-5//:1C!/'!6#$4!%$/%,$!0).(&F$4,9!$.($$0!+.!&.!8$)45!-5//:1!
8$*&+.$!6$!.$'7$!(#$!M/':G!=/C!6#&($7$'!(#$.$!-5//:!6/'F.1!&'$C!
)4!:/)45!(#$0!/+(!)4!(#$!6/',:C!6$!0+.(!('9!/+'!+(0/.(!(/!
*/00+4)*&($!(#$!4&(+'$!&4:!*#&'&*($'!/3!(#$!d&(#$'!H/:!6#/0!
6$!&'$!*&,,$:!(/!'$%'$.$4(!/+(!)4!(#$!6/',:C!6#),$!'$0)4:)45!
%$/%,$!4/!/4$!).!)4(')4.)*&,,9!5//:!$N*$%(!H/:!&,/4$G!!!!!!
!
>.!3/'!(#$!H'$$F!6/':!('&4.,&($:!-6/'F.1C!)(!).!$'5/4C158!0$&4)45!
6/'F!)4!(#$!.$4.$!/3!$0%,/90$4(!/'!/**+%&()/4C!)4:)*&()45!0/'$!
(#&4!b+.(!&!.)45,$!-&*(!/3!F)4:4$..1G!=/C!./0$#/6C!6#$4!:/)45!
(#$.$!-5//:!6/'F.1!/+(!)4!(#$!6/',:C!6$!*&44/(!5)7$!(#$!
)0%'$..)/4!6$!&'$!/33$')45!%$/%,$!-'&4:/0!&*(.!/3!F)4:4$..1!6)(#!

 
of human society." Rauschenbusch also devoted considerable effort to explicating the problem of 
evil, which he saw embodied not in individuals, but in "suprapersonal entities", which were 
socio-economic and political institutions. He found four major loci of suprapersonal evil: 
militarism, individualism, capitalism and nationalism. To these he juxtaposed four institutional 
embodiments of good: pacifism, collectivism, socialism and internationalism. He cited these six 
"social sins" which according to him, Jesus bore on the Cross: Religious bigotry, the 
combination of graft and political power, the corruption of justice, the mob spirit (being "the 
social group gone mad") and mob action, militarism, and class contempt. 
157 John 1:29 
158 Strong’s 2041 
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#/%$.!(#&(!(#$9!6),,!,).($4!(/!/+'!-.&,$.!%)(*#1!&4:!*/0$!7).)(!/+'!
*#+'*#G!"#$!4&(+'$!/3!(#).!-6/'F1!).!4/(!./!0+*#!&!./*)&,!$7$4(C!/'!
$7$4!&!./*)&,!%'/5'&0C!8+(!'&(#$'!&!*&,,)45!&4:!&!,)3$.(9,$C!
'$%'$.$4()45!/+'!4&(+'$!&4:!*#&'&*($'G"(#!"#$.$!-5//:!6/'F.1!
4$$:!(/!8$!&4!$N%'$..)/4!/3!H/:a.!,/7$!4&(+'$C!6#/!6$!&'$!&.!
*#),:'$4!/3!(#$!i)45C!&4:!(#$!*#&'&*($'!/3!,)3$!)4!K).!i)45:/0G!
!
A Lifestyle of Service 
!
\$,,!(#$4C!6#&(!&'$!(#$.$!-5//:!6/'F.1e!2!(#)4F!&!5//:!%,&*$!(/!
.(&'(!):$4()39)45!(#$.$!5//:!6/'F.!).!(/!+4:$'.(&4:!6#&(!)(!).!(#&(!
(#$!M/':!6&4(.!(#$!6/',:!(/!.$$G!K$!6&4(.!(#$!6/',:!(/!.$$!K2=!
MI<[G"+)!>.!6$!:).*+..$:!$&',)$'!&8/+(!(#$!-V$6!
J/00&4:0$4(1!K$!5&7$!+.161C!K$!6&4(.!(#$!6/',:!(/!.$$!K2=!
i2VD!Id!MI<[!)4!/+'!,)3$.(9,$!/3!.$'7)*$!(/!/4$!&4/(#$'G!
"#$'$3/'$C!(#$.$!-5//:!6/'F.1!Y!/+(!)4!(#$!6/',:!Y!*/4.).(!/3!&!
,)3$.(9,$!/3!.$'7)*$!!L!(/!(#/.$!-)4!(#$!6/',:1!&.!6$,,G!"#$!&%/.(,$!
B&+,!'$3$''$:!(/!(#/.$!-)4!(#$!6/',:1!&.!-(#/.$!6#/!&'$!/+(.):$1162!
Y!(#&(!).C!/+(.):$!-(#$!#/+.$#/,:!/3!(#$!3&)(#1G!K/6$7$'!6$!
$N%'$..!/+'!,/7$!)4!.$'7)*$!(/!/4$!&4/(#$'!)4!(#$!3&0),9!/3!H/:C!

 
159 2 Peter 1:4 
160 John 3:16 
161 See pages 17-21. 
162 1 Corinthians 5:12- 13; Colossians 4:5; 1 Thessalonians 4:12; 1 Timothy 3:7 
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6$!.#/+,:!$N%'$..!(#&(!.&0$!,/7$!)4!.$'7)*$!(/!(#/.$!-/+(.):$!(#$!
#/+.$#/,:!/3!(#$!3&)(#1!Y!4&0$,9!-T$&'!/4$!&4/(#$'a.!8+':$4.C!
&4:!(#$'$89!3+,3),,!(#$!M>\!Id!JKE2="G1"+$!!
!
\#&(!).!(#$!-M&6!/3!J#').(1e!"#$!M&6!/3!J#').(!).!(#$!5/7$'4)45!
%')4*)%,$!/3!(#$!V$6!J/7$4&4(G!"#$!M&6!/3!J#').(!).!,/7)45!/4$!
&4/(#$'!&.!K$!#&.!,/7$:!+.164!L!8+(!“according to the Spirit, not 

according to then letter”G165!"#&(!).C!4/(!&**/':)45!(/!“the 

elementary principles of the world”G166!!
!
2(!).!)4!,)F$!0&44$'!&.;!“not as the world gives peace, but as Jesus 

gives peace”167G!"#$!K$8'$6!6/':!3/'!%$&*$C!.&,/0168C!&4:!(#$!
H'$$F!6/':!3/'!%$&*$C!$)'$4$169C!8/(#!0$&4!6#/,$4$..C!*/0%,$($!
6$,,L8$)45C!&4:!#&'0/49G!-D/)45!5//:!6/'F.1!).!0/'$!(#&4!
0$$()45!&!%&'()*+,&'!0&($')&,!4$$:C!8$!)(!3//:C!*,/(#)45C!#$&,(#!
*&'$C!#/+.)45C!$:+*&()/4C!$(*G170!Y!)(a.!0/'$!*/0%,$($!(#&4!(#&(G!2(!).!
-=/*)&,!>*()/4!S$.+.!=(9,$1G!>.!2!0$4()/4$:!$&',)$'C!(#&(!).!(#$!()(,$!

 
163 Galatians 6:2 
164 John 13:34, 15:9 and 12.  
165 2 Corinthians 3:6 
166 Galatians 4:3, 9; Colossians 2:8, 20. 
167 John 14:26-27. Please note from this passage that this peace that Jesus gives is inextricably 
connected to the presence of the Holy Spirit. 
168 Strong’s # 7965 
169 Strong’s # 1515 
170 “Man does not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the 
mouth of the Lord.” Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4.  



Concerning Gathering Page 61 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2020) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org 
 

/3!&!6/'F!89!M&''9!J#').($4./4G!24!09!/64!6/':.C!2!6/+,:!,)F$!(/!
.#&'$!&4/(#$'!-(&F$!&6&91!2!'$*$)7$:!3'/0!#).!8'),,)&4(!('$&().$C!3/'!
')5#(!#$'$!).!(#$!:)7):)45!,)4$!8$(6$$4!(#$!6/',:!&4:!(#$!J#+'*#!
Y!6#&(!0&F$.!/+'!-5//:!6/'F.1!:)33$'$4(!3'/0!.+%%/'()45!
5/7$'40$4(!./*)&,!%'/5'&0.!Y!(#$!_+)4($..$4()&,!:)33$'$4*$!
8$(6$$4!(#$!-=/*)&,!H/.%$,1!&4:!-=/*)&,!>*()/4!S$.+.!=(9,$1!Y!
4&0$,9C!"K[!KIZ=[KIMD!Id!"K[!d>2"KG171! 
 
The Household of the Faith 
 
9 “Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if 
we do not grow weary. 10 So then, as we have opportunity, let us do172 
good to all people, and especially173 to those who are of the household 
of the faith.”174 
!
\#9!-:/!5//:1!Y!$.%$*)&,,9!6)(#C!%&'()*+,&',9!6)(#C!*#)$3,9!6)(#C!&4:!
0/.(,9!6)(#!“the household of the faith”e!T$*&+.$!H/:!,/7$.!+.!
0/'$!(#&4!(#/.$!)4!(#$!6/',:e!T$*&+.$!6$!&'$!0/'$!:$.$'7)45!Y!
4)*$'!%$/%,$e!T$*&+.$!-J#&')(9!8$5)4.!&(!#/0$1e!V/k!2(a.!

 
171 What follows about “the household of the Faith” has partially been gleaned from Larry 
Christenson’s book, “Social Action Jesus Style” – and it is merely gleaning – there is a much 
fuller treatment of the subject in his book. There are many other things in his book that support 
all the various points of this article. His book is, by far, the best writing I have come across on 
the subject of the mission of the Church in the world.  
172 The Greek word is ergazomai, Strong’s # 2038, meaning to be engaged with and committed 
to, work as an occupation. i.e. Not “an act of kindness”.  
173 The Greek word is malista, Strong’s # 3122, meaning particularly, chiefly, mostly 
174 Galatians 6:9-10 
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8$*&+.$!H/:a.!&5$4:&!).!4/(!(#$!.&0$!&.!(#$!6/',:a.!&5$4:&;!
"#$!6/',:a.!&5$4:&!).!(/!$45)4$$'!&4:!('&4.3/'0!./*)$(9C!
$,)0)4&()45!&,,!)(.!),,.!Y!/'!&(!,$&.(C!&%%$&'!(/!8$!:/)45!./!Y!$4/+5#!
3/'!%/,)()*)&4.!(/!8$!'$L$,$*($:!@(#&(!).C!(/!8+9!7/($.A!&4:!F$$%!(#$!
%/%+,&*$!+(($',9!:$%$4:$4(!+%/4!(#$!5/7$'40$4(G!T+(!H/:a.!
&5$4:&!).!VI"!(/!('&4.3/'0!./*)$(9!&4:!$,)0)4&($!&,,!)(.!),,.!L!8+(!
'&(#$'!(/!8+),:!(#$!J#+'*#C!“the household of God”C175!./!)(!*&4!8$!
&!6)(4$..!(/!&4:!&!($.()0/49!(/!>!JI?BM["[M`!>M"[EV>"[!
=IJ2["`176!L!->!V$6!l!M)7)45!\&91!Y!“here on Earth as it is in 

Heaven”177G!!!!!
!
\$!&'$!(/!-5/!)4(/!&,,!(#$!6/',:1178!&4:!6/'F!-5//:!6/'F.1!/+(!)4!
(#$!6/',:C!8+(!4/(!(/!-3)N1!)(G!H/:a.!%,&4!).!(#&(!6$!6/+,:!“snatch 

some out of the fire”179!8$3/'$!“the elements pass away”180C!./!(#&(!
(#$9!(//!0&9!8$!“rescued from the domain of darkness, and 

transferred to the kingdom of His beloved Son”181C!&4:!#&7$!
$($'4&,!,)3$!)4!(#$!4$6!#$&7$4!&4:!4$6!$&'(#G182!I+'!6/'F!).!(/!*/L

 
175 Ephesians 2:19; 1 Timothy 3:15 
176 Cf. my article, The Church: A Community for Transformation 
177 Matthew 6:10 
178 Matthew 28:19; Luke 24:47; Acts 1:8 
179 Jude 1:23 
180 2 Peter 3:7, 10-13 
181 Colossians 1:13 
182 Revelation 21:1; Cf. 2 Peter 3:10 and 13; Isaiah 65:17, 66:22 
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/%$'&($!6)(#!S$.+.!&.!K$!8+),:.!K).!J#+'*#183!Y!“the household 

of the faith”C!“the household of God”C!&4:!8$!&!6)(4$..!(/C!&!
($.()0/49!(/C!(#$!i)45:/0!/3!H/:G!E&(#$'!(#&4!-('&4.3/'0)45!
./*)$(91C!/'!0$'$,9!0$$()45!%$/%,$a.!0&($')&,!4$$:.C!(#$!M/':a.!
&5$4:&!).!(#&(!“those who are outside”!6/+,:!“taste of the Lord 

and see He is good”184!Y!$N%$')$4*$!-(#$!#/+.$#/,:!/3!H/:1G!!!
!
An Experience of the “Oikos of God” 

 
"#$!H'$$F!6/':!('&4.,&($:!-#/+.$#/,:1!).!/)F/."%(G!"#$!/)F/.!6&.!
(#$!8&.)*!+4)(!/3!H'$$F!./*)$(9!Y!(#$!0$08$'.!/3!&!#/+.$#/,:G!2(!
6&.!/4$a.!4+*,$&'!3&0),9X!8+(!0/'$!(#&4!(#&(C!)(!)4*,+:$:!$N($4:$:!
3&0),9C!&.!6$,,!&.!#/+.$#/,:!6/'F$'.C!&4:!&49/4$!$,.$!&../*)&($:!
6)(#!(#$!#/+.$#/,:G!"#$!($'0!&,./!)4*,+:$:!(#$!6#/,$!$.(&($!Y!(#$!
#/+.$C!(#$!,&4:C!&4:!(#$!3&0),9!8+.)4$..G!"#$!-I)F/.!/3!H/:1!).!
(#$!3&0),9!/3!H/:C!*/0%,$($!6)(#!.%)')(+&,!%&'$4(.C!8'/(#$'.!&4:!

.).($'.C!&4:!&!4$(6/'F!/3!3')$4:.#)%.G!!
!
M+F$!];Pj!*/4(&)4.!&4!)4($'$.()45!%#'&.$C!6#$'$!S$.+.!.&9.!-2!
0+.(!8$!&8/+(!?9!d&(#$'a.!#/+.$1"%+G!I(#$'!('&4.,&()/4.!.&9C!-2!

 
183 1 Corinthians 3:5-10; Ephesians 4:11-12, 16 
184 Psalm 34:8; 1 Peter 2:3; Hebrews 6:5 
185 Strong’s # 3624 
186 NASB 
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0+.(!8$!&8/+(!?9!d&(#$'a.!8+.)4$..1"%'"#$!,)($'&,!('&4.,&()/4!
6/+,:!'$&:C!-2!0+.(!8$!&8/+(!(#$!(#)45.!/3!?9!d&(#$'1C!/'!-2!0+.(!
8$!&8/+(!(#$!0&(($'.!/3!?9!d&(#$'a.!#/+.$#/,:G1!"#$!%#'&.$C!
-#/+.$#/,:!/3!H/:1C!5/$.!8$9/4:!#+0&4!'$,&()/4.#)%.!)4(/!(#$!
&'$&!/3!&*()7)(9!Y!6/'F)45!&4:!.$'7)45!)4!(#$!#/+.$C!.(+:9)45!&4:!
($&*#)45!(#$!(#)45.!/3!(#$!d&(#$'C!8$)45!&8/+(!(#$!8+.)4$..!/3!
(#$!F)45:/0!/3!H/:G!
!
"#$!%/)4(!).!(#).;!"#$!M/':a.!&5$4:&!3/'!-./*)&,!&*()/41!).!(#&(!
-(#/.$!6#/!&'$!/+(.):$1!6/+,:!$N%$')$4*$!-(#$!I)F/.!/3!H/:1!L!
(&.()45C!%$'*$)7)45C!.$$)45C!$N%$')$4*)45!(#&(!“the Lord is good”,!
)4*,+:)45!$N%$')$4*)45!(#$!%'$.$4*$!/3!S$.+.G!"#/.$!-/+(.):$1!
4$$:!(/!8$!5)7$4!&4!/%%/'(+4)(9!(/!$N%$')$4*$!(#$!#/+.$#/,:!/3!
H/:C!)4*,+:)45!(#$!,/7$!/3!(#$!3&0),9!/3!H/:C!(#$!:$%(#.!/3!(#$!
('+(#!/3!H/:C!(#$!')*#4$..!/3!(#$!6).:/0!/3!H/:C!(#$!5)7)45!&4:!
'$*$)7)45!/3!(#$!7&')/+.!0)4).(')$.!/3!(#$!T/:9!/3!J#').(C!&4:!(#$!
&:7$4(+'$!/3!,)7)45!)4!(#$!F)45:/0!/3!H/:G"%%!!
 
 
 
 

 
187 NKJV, NIV 
188 It must be noted that John 3:3 & 5 maintains that one cannot fully “understand” (Greek: eido, 
translated “see”) or enter the kingdom of God without experiencing regeneration.  
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Bearing One Another’s Burdens in the Household of the Faith  
and “Doing Good” in the World  
 
2a:!,)F$!(/!.#&'$!&!*/+%,$!/3!/(#$'!(#/+5#(.!8$3/'$!,$&7)45!(#).!
.+8b$*(G!d)'.(,9C!,$(a.!*/08)4$!(#$!/%$4)45!&4:!*,/.)45!(#/+5#(.!
B&+,!5)7$.!(#$!H&,&()&4.!)4!*#&%($'!(6/;!-8$&')45!/4$!&4/(#$'a.!
8+':$4.1!&4:!-$.%$*)&,,9!6)(#!(#/.$!6#/!&'$!(#$!#/+.$#/,:!/3!
(#$!3&)(#1G189!!
!
>MM!(#$!-8+':$4.1!/3!(#/.$!)4!“the household of the faith”!>E[!
"K[!=>?[!TZED[V=!/3!(#/.$!/+(.):$!“the household of the 

faith”!8$*&+.$!6$!&'$!&,,!#+0&4!8$)45.!6)(#!+4)7$'.&,!#+0&4!
4$$:.G!>,,!(#&(!H/:!6&4(.!+.!(/!%'/7):$!3)'.(,9!3/'!(#/.$!)4!“the 

household of the faith”!J>V!>M=I!T[!><>2M>TM[!(/!(#/.$!
/+(.):$!“the household of the faith”G!!
!
T+(!(/!('+,9!*/L,&8/'!6)(#!H/:!)4!(#).C!6$!0+.(!+4:$'.(&4:!K).!
6&9.G!H/:!.&):!(#&(!K).!%$/%,$!“always go astray in their hearts 

not knowing His ways”G190!K$!.&):!(#).!.%$*)3)*&,,9!)4!'$3$'$4*$!(/!
(#$!.%)')(+&,!.$&./4!6#$4!K$!6&.!,$&:)45!2.'&$,!/+(!/3![59%(!&4:!
)4(/!(#$!B'/0).$:!M&4:G!"#).!).!6#&(!H/:!)4($4:.!(/!:/!6)(#!(#$!

 
189 Galatians 6:2 & 10 
190 Psalm 95:10; Hebrews 3:10 NKJV 
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J#+'*#!Y!,$&:!+.!/+(!/3!(#$!“domain of darkness”!L!4&0$,9C!(#$!
6/',:!.9.($0C!&4:!)4(/!“the kingdom of His beloved Son”G191!24!
3&*(C!K$!“desires that ALL people would be saved and come to 

the knowledge of the truth”"#!G!T+(C!)4!/':$'!(/!*/L,&8/'!6)(#!K)0!
)4!(#).C!6$!?Z="!+4:$'.(&4:!K).!%,&4.!&4:!%+'%/.$C!&,/45!6)(#!
K).!6&9.G!K).!)4($4()/4!).!0/'$!(#&4!0$'$,9!0$$()45!%$/%,$a.!
0&($')&,!4$$:.G193!>,/45!6)(#!'$7$&,)45!K)0.$,3!&4:!K).!,/7$!
(#'/+5#!K).!:).*)%,$.C!(#$!M/':a.!+,()0&($!)4($4()/4!).!(/!8')45!
(#/.$!6#/!&'$!/+(.):$!K).!#/+.$!)4.):$!K).!K/+.$G!2!&0!4/(!
.%$&F)45!/3!-5$(()45!(#$0!(/!*/0$!(/!*#+'*#1G!2!&0!.%$&F)45!/3!
%$/%,$!'$%$4()45!Y!(#&(!).C!*#&45)45!(#$)'!6/',:7)$6C!*#&45)45!
(#$)'!#$&'(.!&4:!,)7$.C!#&7)45!.&7)45!3&)(#!)4!J#').(C!'$*$)7)45!(#$!
H)3(!/3!(#$!K/,9!=%)')(C!&4:!.$$)45!(#$!F)45:/0C!&4:!$4($')45!(#$!
V$6!J/7$4&4(!*/00+4)(9G!!!!
!
`/+!.$$C!6#$4!6$!-:/!5//:1!/+(!)4!(#$!6/',:C!(#$!K/,9!=%)')(!6#/!
“convinces the world concerning sin, and righteousness and 
judgment”194C!6),,!&,./!*/47)4*$!(#/.$!)4!(#$!6/',:!(#&(!"K[!
BEI<2=2IV!2=!2V!"K[!KIZ=[G!24!M+F$a.!B&'&8,$!/3!(#$!B'/:)5&,!
=/4C!)(!.&9.!(#&(!6#$4!(#$!./4!“came to his senses”C!#$!'$&,)W$:!

 
191 Colossians 1:13 
192 1 Timothy 2:4 
193 Deuteronomy 8:3; Matthew 4:4; Luke 4:4 
194 John 16:8 



Concerning Gathering Page 67 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2020) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org 
 

"K[!BEI<2=2IV!2=!2V!"K[!KIZ=[C195!&4:!'$(+'4$:!(/!#).!
3&(#$'a.!#/+.$C!*/43$..$:!#).!.)4C!'$*$)7$:!3/'5)7$4$..C!&4:!
“came to life again”!@6&.!'$5$4$'&($:AG196!"K[!BEI<2=2IV!2=!2V!
"K[!KIZ=[G!"#$!&%/.(,$!B&+,!)4:)*&($:!(#&(!“the riches of the 

glory of His inheritance is IN THE SAINTS”197!Y!2V!"K[!V[\!
JI<[V>V"!JI??ZV2"`G!!
!

What Does the New Covenant Community Look Like? 
 
\#&(!#&7$!6$!*/4*,+:$:!(#+.!3&'!'$5&':)45!5&(#$')45.!/3!(#$!
[**,$.)&!)43/'0.!+.!/3!6#&(!&!V$6!J/7$4&4(!*/00+4)(9!,//F.!
,)F$;!

§ [_+)%%)45!0)4).(')$.!:).*)%,)45!%$/%,$!(#'/+5#!(#$)'!($&*#)45!
&4:!3$,,/6.#)%G198!!!!!!

§ 24!(&4:$0!6)(#!(#).C!)4:)7):+&,!:).*)%,$.!:$7/()45!(#$0.$,7$.!
(/!3$,,/6.#)%!6)(#!(#$!K/,9!=%)')(G!!!!

 
195 Luke 15:17-18a; Cf. vv. 11-32 
196 Luke 15:18b-24 
197 Ephesians 1:18 I realize and agree that GOD’S INHERITANCE is “the saints”. But, Paul is 
praying here for the church to understand God’s PROVISION FOR THE SAINTS. He is not 
praying for God’s “eyes to be enlightened so that He will know the hope of His calling and His 
inheritance”.   
198 e.g. Acts 2:42 
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§ D).*)%,$.!.$$F)45!(#$!M/':!@)4!%'&9$'A!3/'!K).!5+):&4*$"##!)4!
0&F)45!:$*,&'&()/4.!/3!(#$!H/.%$,!/3!(#$!i)45:/0!)4!(#$!
6#/,$!6/',:!&4:!:).*)%,)45!&,,!%$/%,$.G200!!!

§ "$&0.!/3!6/'F$'.!0&F)45!%'$%&'&()/4.!3/'!:$*,&'&()/4.!/3!
(#$!H/.%$,!/3!(#$!i)45:/0G!

§ >4:!2!8$,)$7$!6$!*&4!&::;!D).*)%,$.!#&7)45!0$&,.!(/5$(#$'!)4!
$&*#!/(#$'a.!#/+.$.G201!

§ B'&*()*)45!(#$!B'$.$4*$!/3!H/:!(/5$(#$'G202!
§ B'&).)45!H/:!&.!&!,)3$.(9,$!@'&(#$'!(#&4!&!'$,)5)/+.!')(+&,AG203!
§ T$9/4:!(#).C!8$)45!5$4$'&,,9!“engaged in the matters of the 

kingdom”!&4:!“bearing one another’s burdens”!)4!(#$!
#/+.$#/,:!/3!H/:!&4:!“doing good” /+(!)4!(#$!6/',:G!

!
=/0$!(#/+5#(.!&8/+(!“bearing one another’s burdens”;!S+.(!&.!
&4*)$4(!2.'&$,!6&.!&4!&,($'4&()7$!*/7$4&4(!*/00+4)(9!(#$!
[**,$.)&!.#/+,:!8$!(#$!*$4($'!3/'!Y!!

§ K$&,(#!J&'$!
§ [:+*&()/4!
§ d)4&4*)45!@6)(#/+(!)4($'$.(A!

 
199 See Part III of this article, Seeking God in Prayer for Guidance 
200 e.g., Acts 2:42 
201 e.g., Acts 2:46 
202 e.g., Acts 2:43 
203 e.g., Acts 2:47 
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§ M$5&,!*&.$.!8$(6$$4!8$,)$7$'.!@O!J/')4(#)&4.!^A!!
§ =+%%/'()45!(#$!8+.)4$..$.!/3!/(#$'!8$,)$7$'.!@J3G!]!
J/')4(#)&4.!^;OPLOfA!)&!!

!!!
=/0$!(#/+5#(.!&8/+(!“doing good”!/+(!)4!(#$!6/',:;!J#').()&4!
5'/+%.!#&7$!#).(/')*&,,9!8$$4!(#$!8+),:$'.!/3!Y!!

§ K/.%)(&,.!@%#9.)*&,!#$&,(#!*&'$!&4:!-'$4$6)45!/3!(#$!0)4:1!)(!
&.!%.9*#/,/5)*&,!*/+4.$,)45A!!

§ =*#//,.!@-'$4$6)45!/3!(#$!0)4:1!(/!&!8)8,)*&,!6/',:7)$6A!
§ J$4($'.!3/'!,$&'4)45!,)3$!.F),,.!!
§ <&')/+.!(9%$.!/3!*#&')(9!0)..)/4.206!!
§ J$4($'.!3/'!(#$!.+%%/'(!/3!(#$!>'(.!!!!!

!
Some Related Exhortations from the New Testament 
 

§ Philippians 2:4 “Let each of you look not only to his 
own interests, but also to the interests of others.”  
§ Hebrews 13:16 “Do not neglect to do good and to share 
what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God.”  
§ James 1:27 “Religion that is pure and undefiled before 
God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans and widows in their 
affliction, and to keep oneself unstained from the world.”  

 
204 Each of these ministries deserves a separate article for further discussion.  
205 Romans 12:2 
206 e.g., Acts 2:44-45; 2 Corinthians 8-9; Cf. 1 Corinthians 16:1; Hebrews 13:16 
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§ 1 Timothy 5:3-4, 8 "Give proper recognition to those 
widows who are really in need. But if a widow has children 
or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their 
religion into practice by caring for their own family and so 
repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing 
to God.... Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, 
and especially for their own household, has denied the faith 
and is worse than an unbeliever."  
§ 1 John 3:17 “But if anyone has the world’s goods and 
sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, 
how does God’s love abide in him?”  
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PART III 
 

Seeking God in Prayer for Guidance 
in “Being Engaged in the Matters of the Kingdom” 

and Doing “Good Works” 
 
!
"#$!&.(+($!'$&:$'!6/+,:!#&7$!4/()*$:!(#&(!2!#&7$!4/(!5)7$4!&49!
-%'&*()*&,!&%%,)*&()/4.1!3/'!“doing good works”G!2!:/4a(!#&7$!&49!
(/!5)7$!Y!H/:!:/$.G!\$!0+.(!.$$F!H/:!)4!%'&9$'!3/'!5+):&4*$G!
\#$4!2!.%$&F!/3!-.$$F)45!H/:!)4!%'&9$'!3/'!5+):&4*$1C!)(!*&4!8$!
$_+&($:!6)(#!-(#$!3$,,/6.#)%!/3!(#$!K/,9!=%)')(1!)'G!E$3,$*(!/4!#/6!
S$.+.!:$.*')8$:!(#$!0)4).('9!/3!(#$!K/,9!=%)')(!(/6&':.!+.!6#/!&'$!
K).!:).*)%,$.;!!
!
25 “These things I have spoken to you while abiding with 

you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send 

in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 

remembrance all that I said to you.” (John 14:25-26) 

 

 
207 2 Corinthians 13:14; Philippians 2:1. 
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12 “I have many more things to say to you, but you cannot 

bear them now. 13 But when He, the Spirit of truth comes, He 

will guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak on His 

own initiative, but whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will 

disclose to you what is to come. 14 He will glorify Me, for He will 

take of Mine and will disclose it to you. 15 All things that the 

Father has are Mine; therefore, I said that He takes of Mine and 

will disclose it to you.” (John 16:12-15) 

 
2(!).!)0%$'&()7$!6$!#$&'!(#$!7/)*$!/3!H/:!3/'!5+):&4*$!)4!(#$!

6/'F!/3!H/:G!\$!:&'$!4/(!*/4()4+$!8+),:)45!“according to the 

letter”!)%!Y!&**/':)45!(/!“the elementary principles of the 

world”G!)#!>.!K).!*/L6/'F$'.!")C!6$!0+.(!6/'F!6)(#!K)0!&4:!4/(!
&5&)4.(!K)0G!I+'!$N&0%,$!).!S$.+.C!&4:!#/6!K$!6&,F$:!6)(#!(#$!
d&(#$'!6#),$!K$!0)4).($'$:!/4!(#$!$&'(#!Y!.&9)45!/4,9!6#&(!#$!
#$&':!(#$!d&(#$'!.&9)45C!&4:!:/)45!/4,9!6#&(!K$!.&6!(#$!d&(#$'!
:/)45G!""!"#$'$!).!&!%'/%#$()*!%&..&5$!6#)*#!&::'$..$.!(#$!
4$*$..)(9!/3!JILM>TIE2VH!\2"K!"K[!MIED!2V!K2=!\IEi;!!!!!
 

 
208 2 Corinthians 3:6 
209 Galatians 4:3, 9; Colossians 2:8, 20. 
210 1 Corinthians 3:9 
211 John 5:19, 30; 6:38; 8:28, 45; 12:49; 14:10 
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“Who is among you that fears the Lord, that obeys the voice of 
His servant, that walks in darkness and has no light? Let 
him trust in the name of the Lord and rely on his God.”  

(Isaiah 50:10)  
 
\$!0+.(!#&7$!'$7$'$4*$!3/'!H/:!&4:!K).!6/'FC!#&7)45!#+0),)(9!
&4:!&*F4/6,$:5)45!6#$4!6$!:/4a(!F4/6!6#&(!H/:!).!:/)45G!\$!
0+.(!#&7$!+(($'!:$%$4:$4*$!/4!(#$!M/':G!V/(!“trusting in 

chariots and horses“!"!!Y!-V/(!89!0)5#(C!4/'!89!%/6$'C!8+(!89!(#$!
=%)')(1G!"$!!
 
11 “Behold, all you who kindle a fire, who gird yourselves with 
firebrands, walk in the light of your fire and among the brands 
you have set ablaze. This you will have from My hand: You 
will lie down in torment.” (Isaiah 50:11) 
 
23!6$!-:/!/+'!/64!(#)451!)4!/+'!/64!.('$45(#C!"&!6$!6),,!.+33$'!(#$!
*/4.$_+$4*$.G!"(!!!
 
I7$'!(#$!9$&'.C!&!4+08$'!/3!.*')%(+'$!%&..&5$.!#&7$!8$*/0$!
$.%$*)&,,9!.)54)3)*&4(!3/'!0$!6#$4!.$$F)45!H/:!)4!%'&9$'!3/'!
5+):&4*$!)4!(#$!6/'F!/3!0)4).('9;!!!
!

 
212 Psalm 20:7 
213 Zechariah 4:6 
214 Psalm 118:8; 146:3; Isaiah 2:22; 30:1 
215 1 Corinthians 3:13-17 
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§ “The people who know their God will display strength and 
take action.” (Daniel 11:32; Cf. Jeremiah 9:23-24) 

§ “Call to Me and I will answer you, and I will tell you great 
and mighty things, which you do not know.”  (Jeremiah 
33:3) 

§ “A ladder was set on the earth with its top reaching to 
heaven; and behold, the messengers (angels216) of God were 
ascending and descending on it…. This is none other than 
the house of God and this is the gate of heaven.” (Genesis 
28:12; 17)    

§ “Let Your work appear to Your servants and Your majesty to 
their children. Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us; 
and confirm for us the work of our hands; yes, confirm the work of 
our hands.” (Psalm 90:16-17) 

§ “I will build My Church … I will give you the keys of the kingdom 
of heaven.” (Matthew 16:18-19) 

§ “So then neither the one who plants nor the one who waters 
is anything, but God who causes the growth. Now he who 
plants and he who waters are one; but each will receive his 
own reward according to his own labor. For we are God’s 
fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building.” (1 
Corinthians 3:7-9) 

§ "This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He 
has sent." (John 6:29) 

§ “Our father who is in heaven, hallowed be you name. Your 
kingdom come; your will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.” (Matthew 6:9-10) 

 

 
216 Greek: angelos, Strong’s # 32.  
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2(a.!4&(+'&,!(#&(!6$!0)5#(!#&7$!&!:$.)'$!3/'!-%'&*()*&,!&%%,)*&()/4.1!
/3!(#$!%')4*)%,$.!2a7$!,&):!/+(!'$5&':)45!“Being Engaged in the 

Matters of the Kingdom”G!>.!2!.&):C!6$!?Z="!'$*$)7$!(#/.$!
,$&:)45.!)4!%'&9$'!6)(#!(#$!K/,9!=%)')(G!>4:C!/3!*/+'.$C!(#$!V$6!
"$.(&0$4(!.*')%(+'$.!6/+,:!8$!/+'!-5/L(/1!./+'*$!3'/0!6#)*#!6$!
6/+,:!&33)'0!(#$!('+.(6/'(#)4$..!/3!(#/.$!=%)')(L,$&:)45.G!2!#&7$C!)4!
3&*(C!,).($:!&8/7$!./0$!%')4*)%,$.!@4/(!-%&(($'4.1AG!>4:C!&,/45!(#&(!
,)4$C!2a:!,)F$!(/!'$%$&(!6#&(!2!.&):!&(!(#$!*,/.$!/3!(#$!%'$7)/+.!
.$*()/4!$4()(,$:!The New Testament Scriptures (PART I);!"#$!

-:$.*')%()7$1!g!-%'$.*')%()7$1!%&'&:)50!).!4/(!.&().39)45!(/!0$C!&.!2!
.$$!(#$!6#/,$!):$&!/3!%'$.*')%()/4.!/3!*$'(&)4!&*()7)()$.!&.!8$)45!
&(!(#$!7$'9!*/'$!/3!-(#$!$,$0$4(&'9!%')4*)%,$.!/3!(#$!6/',:1!"'G!

>4:!&5&)4C!)(!).!4/(!(#$!&*()7)()$.!(#$0.$,7$.!6#)*#!&'$!
%'/8,$0&()*C!)(!).!(#$!%'$.*')8)45!/3!(#/.$!&*()7)()$.!6#)*#!2!
%$'*$)7$!&.!-/3!(#$!,$(($'1!&4:!(#$'$3/'$!7)/,&()45!(#$!$..$4*$!/3!
(#$!V$6!J/7$4&4(!89!%'/0/()45!&!0)4).('9!-/3!(#$!,$(($'1!'&(#$'!
(#&4!-/3!(#$!=%)')(1!Y!-(#$!M&6!/3!J#').(1C!-(#$!,&6!/3!(#$!=%)')(!/3!,)3$!
)4!J#').(!S$.+.1G!2!&0!0/'$!/3!(#$!%$'.+&.)/4!(/!.&9C!)4!&!0&44$'!
/3!.%$&F)45;!\#&($7$'!6$!.$$!)4!(#$!V$6!"$.(&0$4(!.*')%(+'$.!
(#&(!).!:$.*')%()7$!/3!J#').(!).!%'$.*')%()7$G!2!8$,)$7$!)(!6&.!(#$!
)4($4()/4!/3!(#$!K/,9!=%)')(!&4:!(#$!&+(#/'.!K$!)4.%)'$:!(/!8/(#!

 
217 Galatians 4:3, 9; Colossians 2:8, 20. 
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:$.*')8$!&4:!%'$.*')8$!JKE2="!(#'/+5#!(#$!V$6!"$.(&0$4(!
.*')%(+'$.G!!
!
"#).!8')45.!(/!0)4:!&4!/3(!+.$:!%#'&.$;!-\#&(!\/+,:!S$.+.!D/e1!
!"%!"K>"!).!6#&(!6$!4$$:!(/!:).*$'4!)4!$7$'9!+4)_+$!.)(+&()/4!Y!
\#&(!6/+,:!S$.+.!:/e!Y!“according to the Spirit”?219!!d/'!"K>"!
).!$..$4()&,,9!(#$!5/7$'4)45!%')4*)%,$!/3!(#$!V$6!J/7$4&4(!Y!
“the law of Christ”220 - “the law of the Spirit of Life in Christ 
Jesus”.221!!I3!*/+'.$C!(#$!5+):&4*$!6$!'$*$)7$!“according to the 

Spirit”!6),,!4$7$'!*/4('&:)*(!&49(#)45!(#$!=%)')(!)4.%)'$:!(/!8$!
'$*/':$:!)4!(#$!V$6!"$.(&0$4(!.*')%(+'$.G!T+(!&(!(#$!.&0$!()0$C!
)(!0&9!8$!“far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or 

think”222 – (#&(!).C!./0$(#)45 “no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor 

the heart of man imagined”223.!2!.&9!(#).!8$*&+.$C!S$.+.!.&):!“the 

Spirit will guide us in ALL THE REALITY”.224!\#),$!H'$$F!6/':C!

 
218 The origin and usage of the phrase: It is the theme of “Imitation of Christ”, written by 
Thomas a Kempis in 1481. The phrase was repeated a number of times in a sermon given by 
Charles Spurgeon in 1891. Also, in 1891, A.B. Simpson wrote a hymn with this title. The phrase 
was the title of a novel written by Charles Sheldon in 1896, whose theology was labeled 
“Christian Socialism” and was the primary influence on Walter Rauschenbusch, the father of the 
“Social Gospel”. (I do not identity with their use of the phrase.) In the 1990s, Janie Tinklenberg, 
a youth leader in the Calvary Reformed Church in Holland, Michigan, used the phrase which 
started a global youth movement.       
219 2 Corinthians 3:6 
220 1 Corinthians 9:21; Galatians 6:2 
221 Romans 8:2 
222 Ephesians 3:20 
223 1 Corinthians 2:9 ESV 
224 John 16:13   
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&,$(#$)&!!(C!).!+.+&,,9!('&4.,&($:!-('+(#1C!)(.!,)($'&,!0$&4)45!).!
-'$&,)(91G!24!3&*(C!H'$$F!.*#/,&'C!K$'0&44!J'$0$'C!:$3)4$.!)(!&.C!
-(#$!'$&,)(9!,9)45!&(!(#$!8&.).!/3!&4!&%%$&'&4*$X!(#$!0&4)3$.($:C!
7$')(&8,$!$..$4*$!/3!&!0&(($'1!!+G!"K>"a=!6#&(!S$.+.!6/+,:!:/!Y!
)4!$7$'9!+4)_+$!.)(+&()/4!6$!$4*/+4($'!8$(6$$4!4/6!&4:!-(#$!$4:!
/3!(#$!&5$1G!!!!!
!
!
 

 
225 Strong’s # 225 
226 Biblico-Theological Lexicon 
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The Nature of New Covenant Gathering 
!

d'/0!.+'7$9)45!(#$!=*')%(+'$.C!6&,F)45!)4!(#$!V$6!J/7$4&4(!L!)4!
8/(#!/+'!)4:)7):+&,!&4:!*/,,$*()7$!,)7$.!L!.$$0.!(/!)47/,7$;!!!

§ i4/6)45!H/:!!

@S$'$0)&#!UO;UUX!j;]PA!
§ T$)45!T/'4!/3!(#$!=%)')(!

@S/#4!U;ULfX!E/0&4.!f;jA!
§ T$)45!M$:!89!(#$!=%)')(!

@E/0&4.!f;OPX!J3G!S/#4!c;OjC!UQX!^;UfX!f;]fX!O]XPjX!OPXOQA!
§ T$)45!H/7$'4!89!@)4!8/(#!/+'!)4:)7):+&,!&4:!*/,,$*()7$!,)7$.A;!
o -"#$!M&6!/3!J#').(1!@O!J/')4(#)&4.!j;]OX!H&,&()&4.!^;]A!
o -"#$!,&6!/3!(#$!=%)')(!/3!,)3$!)4!J#').(!S$.+.1!@E/0&4.!f;]A!!
o ->**/':)45!(/!(#$!=%)')(1!@]!J/')4(#)&4.!U;^A!

!

 
How does the “New and Living Way”227 Jesus opened for us  

relate to the nature of New Covenant Gathering? 
 

 
“… not forsaking our own assembling together….”228 

!!!

 
227 Hebrews 10:20 
228 Hebrews 10:25 
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"#).!%#'&.$C!7$'.$!]c!/3!K$8'$6.!OQC!&%%$&'.!)4!(#$!7$'9!.&0$!
*/4($N(!&.!(#$!.+8b$*(!0&(($'!/3!(#$!%&..&5$!Y!&!“new and living 

way”!@7G!]QAG!"#$!H'$$F!7$'8!('&4.,&($:!“assembling together”!).!
$%).+4&5/G!!#![7$'9!()0$!(#).!6/':!&%%$&'.!)4!(#$!V$6!
"$.(&0$4(C!(#$!*/4($N(!&4:!'$3$'$4*$!).!S$.+.!5&(#$')45!6)(#!K).!
%$/%,$!L!!$)(#$'!(#$!M/':!$N%'$..)45!K).!:$.)'$!(/!5&(#$'!6)(#!K).!
%$/%,$!$)C!/'!(#$!M/':a.!%$/%,$!5&(#$')45!(/5$(#$'!6)(#!K)0!)4!(#$!
&)'G!$"!"#+.C!(#$!%')0&'9!/8b$*(!/3!“our own assembling together”!
).!S$.+.C!&4:!4/(!/4$!&4/(#$'G!$!!S$.+.!*/43)'0.!(#).!(#$!/4$!()0$!
K$!0$4()/4.!/+'!5&(#$')45!(/5$(#$';!!
!
“Where two or three have gathered together in My name, I am 
there in their midst.” (Matthew 18:20)  
!
"#).!).!(#$!*/47$4()/4&,!('&4.,&()/4!/3!(#$!7$'.$X!&4:!(#$!
*/47$4()/4&,!)4($'%'$(&()/4!).!(#&(C!)3!6$!5&(#$'!(/5$(#$'C!S$.+.!
#&.!%'/0).$:!(/!#/4/'!/+'!5&(#$')45!6)(#!K).!%'$.$4*$G!!
!

 
229 Strong’s # 1997 
230 Matthew 23:37; Luke 13:34 
231 Matthew 24:31; Mark 13:27; 2 Thessalonians 2:1. 
232 In Mark 1:33, the people of a city gathered at the door of a house Jesus was in. In Luke 12:1, a 
multitude of people gathered to listen to Jesus. Cf. Peter Ditzel’s article, “Hebrews 10:25 - What 
are We Not to Forsake?” 
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T+(C!,$(a.!,//F!:$$%$'!)4(/!&!0/'$!,)($'&,!('&4.,&()/4!/3!(#).!7$'.$;!
“Where there are two or three are being gathered together (or even, 
“are being led to gather together”) in My name, there I am in the 
midst of them.”!"#$!($4.$!/3!(#$!H'$$F!7$'8!).!%'$.$4(!%&'()*)%,$C!
%&..)7$!7/)*$G!$$!"#+.!(#$!5&(#$')45!).!8$)45!)4)()&($:!89!
=/0$/4$!/(#$'!(#&4!“the two or three”!Y!(#&(!).C!“according to 
the Spirit”. !

 

!
"#$!K/,9!=%)')(C!(#$!-H/7$'4/'1!/3!(#$!i)45:/0C!,$&:.!&.!(/!6#$4C!
6#$'$!&4:!#/6!(#$!i)45:/0!H&(#$')45!@[**,$.)&A!(&F$.!%,&*$!Y!
“in the name234 of Jesus”,!(#&(!).C!6)(#!(#$!>Z"KIE2"`!/3!S$.+.!Y!
&**/':)45!(/!“the Law of Christ”, “the Law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus”.!
!

>,./;!"#$'$!).!&!:$3)4)($!&'()*,$!)4!3'/4(!/3!-)41!$(C!)4:)*&()45!)4(/!&!
-%,&*$1G!"#$!,)($'&,!('&4.,&()/4!6/+,:!8$;!-&'$!8$)45!,$:!(/5$(#$'!
)4(/!?9!4&0$1G!24!/(#$'!6/':.C!(#$!V&0$!/3!S$.+.!).!&!-%,&*$1!Y!&!
.%)')(+&,!%,&*$!Y!K).!%'$.$4*$C!6#)*#!6$!5&(#$'!)4(/G!B'/7$'8.!
Of;OQ!($,,.!+.!(#&(;!“The name of the Lord is a strong tower, the 

righteous runs into it and is set on high.”!2(!).!“the secret place of 

 
233 The verb, sunago, is a combination of Strong’s # 4863, sun, “together” and Strong’s # 71, 
ago, “led”; i.e. led together’ 
234 Greek: onoma, Strong’s # 3638, meaning authority, character, name. 
235 Greek: eis, Strong’s # 1519 
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the Most High”.236!"K2=!).!./0$!/3!6#&(!)(!0$&4.!(/!8$!-2V!
JKE2="1G!$'!>4:!8$)45!2V!JKE2="!).!(#$!$..$4*$!/3!(#$!V$6!
J/7$4&4(G!!
!

"#$!d&(#$'!#&.!h!!
!

“given Christ as a covenant to the people 
and 

as a light to the nations”238 

 
236 Psalm 91:1-2; Cf. Exodus 33:21-23; 2 Samuel 22:2-3; Psalm 18:2; 61:3. 
237 There are many lists of the truths of being “in Christ”. Here is one good example by Ken Boa: 
https://kenboa.org/spiritual-formation/who-does-god-say-i-am/  
238 Isaiah 42:6 
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~ At Christ’s Table ~  
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Bill and Frances have been married for more than 40 years, and have two children, 
four grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. Being an avid student by nature, Bill 
has done formal study in various fields including Education, Music, Philosophy and 
Theology.  Bill and Frances served as missionaries in South Africa for thirteen years 
helping to establish churches and train church leaders. Their Bible teaching ministry has 
taken them throughout the United States, as well as to other countries like Brazil, 
England, and Zimbabwe. They have pastored several churches, and as an itinerant Bible 
teacher, Bill has ministered in hundreds of churches on four continents. As a writer, he 
has authored many publications which are distributed to church leaders worldwide. Bill 
and Frances have ministered together speaking in churches, leading spiritual formation 
seminars, personal mentoring, and administrating an international partnership of church 
leaders. Because of Bill’s disabilities resulting from a spinal cord injury, their ministries 
of  writing, recording, distributing, mentoring, and correspondence are now primarily via 
the Internet... www.AtChristsTable.org    
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ACTpublications 
 

“… explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.”   1 Corinthians 2:13 
 

A teaching ministry from Bill and Frances Furioso 
!

At Christ’s Table 
 

Disciples of the King and His Kingdom eating and drinking of Jesus 
 
THE HEAD 
        THE CENTER 
                THE FOUNDATION  
                        of Biblical Christianity 

 with a view to 
                      REVELATION of Christ  
                                                  RELATIONSHIP with Christ                                                      
                                                                                     REFLECTION of Christ 
 

 
FREE ONLINE MINISTRY RESOURCES 

 

OUR WEBSITE: www.AtChristsTable.org  
 

 
WRITTEN MESSAGES 

Restoration Library: https://usr.helps7.com/AtChristsTable/indexA.html 
Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 

WordPress: https://atchriststable.wordpress.com/ 
 

RECORDED MESSAGES 
YouTube: www.YouTube.com/user/BillFurioso   

Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 
SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/user-648428572 
Spreaker: https://www.spreaker.com/user/14502151 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/atchriststable  

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/at-christ-s-table-ministries-254b5320/ 
Twitter: https://www.twitter.com/atchriststable1  


