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Preface1 

 
!"#$%&'"(")*$+$,-&.#$'#%("(/0(")$,1&23$,$3'(4$%5$-(6#$,"7$+$8,7$
3,.#"$3&$9&238$:6'(0,$-(38$,$5&2")$0&24;#$("$<2"#$=$<2;5$&6$>?@A*$
-8#'#("$-#$-#'#$1;#//#7$-(38$38#$&44&'32"(35$3&$'#B(/(3$%,"5$&6$
38#$4#&4;#$-#$8,7$1#6'(#"7#7$72'(")$38#$@C$5#,'/$-#$;(B#7$,"7$
%("(/3#'#7$("$9&238$:6'(0,D$+3$-,/$,$4'#0(&2/$)(63$"&3$,;-,5/$
,66&'7#7$3&$38&/#$-8&$/#'B#$38#$E&'7$F$",%#;5*$3&$1#$,1;#$3&$/##$
/&%#$&6$38#$6'2(3$&6$5&2'$;,1&'D$$$$
$
G8(/$4,'3(02;,'$%&'"(")$38#$H&;5$94('(3$(%4'#//#7$24&"$%#$38,3$
354#$&6$%("(/3'5$-,/$6("(/8#7$6&'$%#$F$/4#0(6(0,;;5*$38#$3',B#;(")$
%("(/3'5*$-,3#'(")$0&"B#"3(&",;$082'08#/*$,33#"7(")$,"7$
%("(/3#'(")$,3$I-&'/8(4J$/#'B(0#/$-#'#*$,3$;#,/3$6&'$2/*$,$38(")$&6$
38#$4,/3D!$$$
$
+$38#"$38&2)83$,1&23$%5$4'#/#"3$%("(/3'5$&6$-'(3(")$,"7$
0&''#/4&"7#"0#$,/$'#4;,0(")$38,3$3',B#;(")$%("(/3'5D$:/$+$7(7*$38#$
6&;;&-(")$/0'(432'#/$,"7$0&%%#"3/$0,%#$3&$%("7K$$

 
1 Unless otherwise noted, all scripture quotations are from the New American Standard Bible.  
2	I believe that God does work within the conventional churches and, to some measure, is able to 
bless His children in those contexts. I am not overtly against all conventional approaches to 
church ministry. It is rather that I don’t have faith in these conventional activities. When I look at 
the scriptures, and I look back at my experience, they seem foolish.$$$$$$$$	
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$
“…the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 
Jesus Himself as the Chief Cornerstone.”3  
$
+3$(/$38#$%("(/3'5$&6$,4&/3;#/$,"7$4'&48#3/$3&$;,5$L8'(/3$<#/2/$
H(%/#;6$,/$38#$L8(#6$L&'"#'/3&"#$("$38#$;(B#/$&6$("7(B(72,;/$,"7$
082'08#/D$!63#"*$("$&'7#'$3&$;,5$38,3$6&2"7,3(&"*$6,;/#$&'$6,2;35$
6&2"7,3(&"/$"##7$3&$1#$6('/3;5$24'&&3#7$&'$3&'"$7&-"*$1#6&'#$;,5(")$
,"7$12(;7(")$24&"$38#$6&2"7,3(&"$&6$L8'(/3D$$$
$
“I have put my words in your mouth…to uproot and tear down, 
to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.”4  
$
IThere is a time for everything, and a season for every activity 
under the heavens: … a time to plant and a time to uproot … a 
time to tear down and a time to build….”5 
$
9&*$38#'#$(/$,$3(%#$,"7$,$4;,0#$6&'$24'&&3(")$,"7$3#,'(")$7&-"$
354#$%#//,)#/$3&$/#'B#$38#$42'4&/#$&6$I4'#4,'(")$38#$-,5$&6$38#$
E&'7JD$M&'#'2""#'/$;(.#$<&8"$38#$N,43(/3$2/#7$-&'7/$;(.#*$“Even 

 
3	Ephesians	2:20	NIV	
4 Jeremiah 1:9b & 10b NIV 
5 Ecclesiastes 3:1, 2b & 3b NIV 
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now the axe is laid at the root of the trees.”6$+OB#$&63#"$/,(7*$+$
7&"O3$38(".$38#$4'&48#3/$-&2;7$8,B#$-&"$%,"5$4&42;,'(35$
0&"3#/3/D$+"$%5$&-"$4#'/&",;$%("(/3'5*$(3$/##%/$38#$E&'7$8,/$
-,"3#7$3&$2/#$%#$6&'$1&38$&6$38#/#$,03(B(3(#/$P$1&38$24'&&3(")$,"7$
3#,'(")$7&-"*$,/$-#;;$,/$4;,"3(")$,"7$12(;7(")D$G8#$24'&&3(")$,"7$
3#,'(")$7&-"$354#$%#//,)#/$,'#$",32',;;5$2"4;#,/,"3$6&'$,"5$
%("(/3#'D$$
$
+3$/##%/$38,3$7(66#'#"3$%("(/3#'/$8,B#$7(66#'#"3$3#%4#',%#"3/*$,/$
-#;;$,/$7(66#'#"3$0,;;(")/*$,"7$38#'#6&'#*$8,B#$7(66#'#"3$
4#'/4#03(B#/*$4&/(3(B#$,"7$"#),3(B#*$&"$38#$/3,3#$&6$38#$L82'08D$
G8(/$(/$3&$/,5$38,3$/&%#$%("(/3#'/$,'#$%&'#$;(.#$<&8"$38#$N,43(/3*$
I,$B&(0#$("$38#$-(;7#'"#//J$0'5(")$'#4#"3,"0#Q$,"7$&38#'/$,'#$
%&'#$;(.#$N,'",12/*$38#$I/&"$&6$#"0&2',)#%#"3JD"$$

$
“I took the little scroll from the angel’s hand and ate it. It tasted 
as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my 
stomach turned sour.”8  
$

 
6 Luke 3:9 ESV 
7 While I accept as biblical a ministry calling to be a “watchman on the wall” discerning and 
alerting us regarding the movements of the Adversary; I am hard-pressed to find a scriptural 
example of a ministry calling to be a “watchdog” which is absolutely silent unless it is “biting 
and devouring” other ministries.  
	
8	Revelation	10:10	
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R8(;#$+$."&-$38,3$1&38$,03(B(3(#/$,'#$"#0#//,'5*$+$-&2;7$',38#'$1#$
("B#/3(")$%5$3(%#$,"7$#"#')5$("$,$4&/(3(B#$-,5*$4;,"3(")$,"7$
12(;7(")$&"$38#$6&2"7,3(&"$&6$L8'(/3$',38#'$38,"$1#(")$&0024(#7$
-(38$38#$12/("#//$&6$24'&&3(")$,"7$3#,'(")$7&-"$6,;/#$,"7$6,2;35$
6&2"7,3(&"/D$+3$/##%/$3&$%#$38#$,4&/3;#$S,2;$6#;3$38#$/,%#$-,5$
T27)(")$6'&%$/&%#38(")$8#$-'&3#$3&$38#$L&'("38(,"/$'#6#''(")$3&$
8(/$%("(/3'5$3&$38#%K$“… the authority the Lord gave us for 
building you up rather than tearing you down.”9 
$
+$8,B#$/,(7$,;;$38,3$3&$/,5$38(/K$+"$The Condition of the Church*$+$

-(;;$1#$,77'#//(")$38#$4#'B,/(B#$4#'/4#03(B#$,"7$4',03(0#$&6$
%("(/3'5$("$38#$0&"3#%4&','5$R#/3#'"$L82'08*$-8(08$+$2"7#'/3,"7$
3&$1#$,$8("7',"0#*$&'$,3$;#,/3$6,;;(")$/8&'3$&6*$38#$U'#,3$
L&%%(//(&"$3&$%,.#$7(/0(4;#/$&6$<#/2/$L8'(/3$,"7$0&P;,1&'$-(38$
H(%$,/$H#$12(;7/$H(/$L82'08D$+$7&"O3$3,.#$4;#,/2'#$("$1#(")$
0'(3(0,;*$("$6,03*$+$6("7$(3$,"$2"4;#,/,"3$3,/.Q$,"7$+$,%$0#'3,("$38,3$
38#$'#,7#'$-(;;$,;/&$6("7$(3$2"4;#,/,"3D$V#B#'P38#P;#//*$+$8&;7$38#$
6('%$0&"B(03(&"$38,3$38#$0&"B#"3(&",;$,44'&,08#/$3&$082'08$
%("(/3'5$4',03(0#7$("$4&42;,'$L8'(/3(,"(35$-(;;$"&3$4'&720#$6'2(3$38,3$
-(;;$'#%,("$,"7$);&'(65$H(/$",%#D$$
$

 
9	2	Corinthians	10:8	NIV	
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$

 
PART 1 
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Introduction 
 
W5$-(6#$,"7$+$;(B#7$,"7$%("(/3#'#7$("$9&238$:6'(0,$6'&%$@XYZ$3&$
@XX[D$$+"$@XX?*$,$4,/3&'$6'(#"7$-8&$7#0(7#7$3&$;#,B#$38#$-&'.$&6$
%("(/3'5$,/.#7$2/$(6$-#$-&2;7$0&"/(7#'$I,7&43(")J$8(/$;(33;#$6;&0.D$
R#$8,7$1##"$("B(3#7$3&$%("(/3#'$3&$38(/$082'08$#B#'5$3(%#$-#$-#'#$
%("(/3#'(")$("$38#('$'#)(&"D$R#$4',5#7$,1&23$38#$4,/3&'O/$4'&4&/,;$
,"7$,)'##7$38,3$(3$/##%#7$3&$1#$38#$E&'7O/$-(;;Q$/&*$-#$'#;&0,3#7$
6'&%$38#$G',"/B,,;$3&$38#$R#/3#'"$L,4#$4'&B("0#D$:63#'$,"$("(3(,;$
/#,/&"$&6$0&%%2"(0,3(")$3&$38#%$&2'$4#'/4#03(B#$&"$I7&(")$
082'08J*$(3$/##%#7$38,3$38#$"#\3$/#,/&"$/8&2;7$1#$3&$;#3$#B#'5&"#$
7#0(7#$,/$3&$-8#38#'$38#5$-,"3#7$3&$38#"$42'/2#$-8,3$8,7$1##"$
0&%%2"(0,3#7$&'$;&&.$6&'$,"&38#'$082'08$8&%#D$G&$6,0(;(3,3#$38(/*$
+$38&2)83$(3$%()83$1#$,$)&&7$(7#,$3&$8,B#$38(/$/%,;;$)'&24$B(/(3$,$
1'&,7$/4#03'2%$&6$38#$082'08#/$("$38#$;&0,;(35$#,08$92"7,5$6&'$,$
/#,/&"$F$&"#$("$38#$%&'"(")$,"7$,"&38#'$("$38#$#B#"(")D$G&$1#$
8&"#/3*$+$-,/$8&4(")$38,3$%,51#$0#'3,("$("7(B(72,;/$%()83$6("7$,$
082'08$38#5$;(.#7$,"7$7#0(7#$3&$;#,B#$&2'$)'&24D$R#;;*$"&$&"#$
7#0(7#7$3&$;#,B#$&2'$)'&24$F$,3$;#,/3$"&3$,3$38,3$3(%#$1#0,2/#$&6$
1#(")$#\4&/#7$3&$,"&38#'$082'08$38#5$38&2)83$38#5$-&2;7$;(.#D$$
N23$38#$#\4#'(%#"3$7(7$4'&B#$3&$1#$("3#'#/3(")D$:63#'$B(/(3(")$#,08$
082'08*$-#$-&2;7$7(/02//$&2'$(%4'#//(&"/D$W208$3&$%5$/2'4'(/#*$
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%&/3$&6$38#$(%4'#//(&"/$-#'#$4&/(3(B#D$+$38(".$+$-,/$%&/3$
/2'4'(/#7$15$%5$&-"$4#'0#43(&"/K$+$6#;3$38,3$,3$#B#'5$/(");#$
082'08*$-(38$38#$#\0#43(&"$&6$&"#*$-#$8,7$8#,'7$B#'5$)&&7$
%#//,)#/$F$/0'(432',;;5$/&2"7$,"7$1#"#6(0(,;$6&'$;(B(")$38#$
L8'(/3(,"$;(6#D$:/$,$%#'#$B(/(3&'*$+$0&2;7$"&3$0&%%#"3$&"$38#$
]2,;(35$&6$38#('$0&%%2"(35$;(6#Q$123$'#),'7(")$38#$-8&;#$&6$38#$
-&'/8(4$/#'B(0#/*$-8(;#$38#$B,'(#35$&6$38#$7(66#'#"3$-&'/8(4$
/#'B(0#/$-,/$("3#'#/3(")$,"7$/&%#-8,3$("/3'203(B#*$38#$&B#',;;$
/4('(32,;$]2,;(35$&6$38#$-&'/8(4$,"7$4',5#'$&6$38#$082'08#/$/##%#7$
;,0.;2/3#'D$L&%4,'(")$38,3$-(38$38#$6,(';5$8()8$]2,;(35$&6$38#$
0&"3#"3$,"7$7#;(B#'5$&6$38#$%#//,)#/*$+$0&2;7$"&3$8#;4$123$
-&"7#'*$IR85$(/$38(/$082'08$"&3$%&'#$/4('(32,;*$&'$%&'#$8&;5*$&'$
%&'#$0&"/#0',3#7*$&'$%&'#$4,//(&",3#*$38,"$(3$/##%/$3&$1#^J$W5$
0&"0;2/(&"$,3$38#$3(%#$-,/$38(/K$G8#'#$(/$3#,08(")Q$,"7$38#'#$(/$
%,.(")$7(/0(4;#/$-8(08$("B&;B#/$I3#,08(")$38#%$3&$&1/#'B#J#$*$38,3$
(/*$"&3$T2/3$/,5(")*$IE&'7*$E&'7J*$123$,032,;;5$I7&(")$38#$-(;;$&6$W5$
M,38#'$-8&$(/$("$8#,B#"JD##$G8,3$'#]2('#/$,77(3(&",;$%("(/3'5$,63#'$
38#$4'#,08(")$,"7$3#,08(")D$G8,3O/$-8,3$-,/$%(//(")$F$3'2#$
7(/0(4;#/8(4D$G8,3$-,/$7#0,7#/$,)&D$+$/3(;;$8&;7$3&$%5$0&"0;2/(&"D$
N23$+$38(".$+$8,B#$,;/&$0&%#$3&$/##$%&'#$,"7$%&'#$&6$38#$

 
10 Matthew 28:19-20 
11 Matthew 7:21 

https://www.atchriststable.oirg/
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(%4;(0,3(&"/$&6$38#$;,0.$&6$3'2#$7(/0(4;#/8(4$("$38#$L82'08D$G8(/$
/3&'5$(/$&"#$-,5$&6$("3'&720(")$-8,3$38(/$,'3(0;#$(/$,1&23D$
$
W208$%&'#$'#0#"3;5$_/(\$5#,'/$,)&`*$+$-,308#7$,$"2%1#'$&6$
4'#,08#'/$,"7$3#,08#'/$&"$,$L8'(/3(,"$3#;#B(/(&"$"#3-&'.D$
!00,/(&",;;5*$+$6("7$(3$("3#'#/3(")$3&$-,308$'#;()(&2/$08,';,3,"/$,"7$
3'5$3&$,",;5a#$38#('$I4(308J$,"7$38#$'#,/&"/$6&'$38#('$,44#,;$,"7$
4&42;,'(35D$N23$38(/$7,5*$+$-,/$-,308(")$/&%#$3#,08#'/$,"7$
4'#,08#'/$6&'$-8&%$+$8&;7$/&%#$'#),'7D$:),("*$+$-,/$(%4'#//#7$
15$38#$%#//,)#/$F$38#$]2,;(35$&6$38#$0&"3#"3$,"7$38#$#\4#'3(/#$("$
7#;(B#'5D$+$-,/$,;/&$I(%4'#//#7J$15$38#$/200#//$&6$38#('$%("(/3'(#/D$
N5$38,3$+$%#,"$38#('$,1(;(35$3&$'#,08$38#('$)&,;/$&6$,33',03(")$
4#&4;#*$0&%%2"(0,3(")$#66#03(B#;5$3&$38#%*$,"7$8,B(")$38#('$
%("(/3'(#/$)'&-(")$6'&%$/3'#")38$3&$/3'#")38D$+$,%$(%4'#//#7$-(38$
38,3$("$38#$/,%#$-,5$+$-&2;7$1#$(%4'#//#7$-(38$,"5$#"3#'4'(/#$
8,B(")$,$)&&7$4'&7203*$,$)&&7$12/("#//$4;,"*$,$)&&7$%,'.#3(")$
/3',3#)5*$,"7$38#$'#/2;3(")$/200#//$("$/,;#/*$%,'.#3$/8,'#$,"7$
&B#',;;$4'&7203(B(35$,"7$)'&-38D$$
$
N23*$,/$+$-,308#7$,"7$;(/3#"#7*$,"7$,/$38#$0,%#',$4#'(&7(0,;;5$
/0,""#7$38#$;,')#$,27(#"0#/$-8&$8,7$0&%#$3&$-,308$,"7$;(/3#"*$+$
]2#/3(&"#7K$IRH:G$+9$Nb+VU$Sc!deLbd$,"7$RH:G$+9$Nb+VU$
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Ne+EG$15$38#/#$%("(/3'(#/^J$G8#$H&;5$94('(3$/4&.#$3&$%5$8#,'3$
,"7$%("7$2/(")$38#$3-&$,",;&)(#/$&6$Sc!deL+VU$U!!d$Mce+G$
,"7$Ne+Ed+VU$:$9S+c+Ge:E$H!e9bD$+"$38(/$,'3(0;#*$+O;;$2/#$1&38$
&6$38#/#$,",;&)(#/$3&$4&("3$3&$,"7$,//#//$38#$#"7$'#/2;3$&6$
%("(/3'5$F$38,3$(/*$RH:G$+9$Nb+VU$Sc!deLbd$,"7$RH:G$+9$
Nb+VU$Ne+EG^$$
$
+"$The Condition of the Church*$-#$-(;;$3,.#$,$;&&.$,3$,$4,',1;#$

("$38#$!;7$G#/3,%#"3$F$/&%#38(")$+/,(,8$4'&48#/(#7$P$."&-"$,/$
IG8#$f("#5,'7$&6$38#$E&'7JQ$,"7$38#"$0&"/(7#'$-8,3$<#/2/$8,7$3&$
/,5$,1&23$38#/#$38(")/D$+$/##$38(/$,'3(0;#$,/$,$%&'#$4,',1&;(0#!$,"7$
4'&48#3(0#%$-,5$&6$#%48,/(a(")$-8,3$-,/$3,2)83$("$%&'#$7#3,(;$("$
%5$#N&&./$#"3(3;#7*$Christ Is Prerequisite for Church$,"7$Some 
Thoughts on Discipleship & the Equipping Ministries14.$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

 
12 By “parabolic” I mean instruction by the comparison of one thing with another. Cf. Webster’s 
Dictionary (1828). Cf. Psalm 78:1-2  
13 By “prophetic” I mean a speaking forth of the mind and counsel of God on a particular matter. 
Cf. Greek: prophetikos (Strong’s # 4397), Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words.  
14 For complimentary .PDF copies of these and other articles, write to: 
ATChristsTable@gmail.com  
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The Vineyard of the Lord 
 
 +"$+/,(,8$AK@Pg*$-#$6("7$-8,3$(/$0,;;#7$IG8#$S,',1;#$&6$38#$
f("#5,'7J*$-8(08$(/$4'&1,1;5$38#$I/&2'0#$%,3#'(,;J$&6$<#/2/O$
4,',1;#/$,1&23$B("#5,'7/K#&$
$$
“Now let me sing to my Well-beloved a song of my Beloved 
regarding His vineyard: My Well-beloved has a vineyard on a 
very fruitful hill. 2 He dug it up and cleared out its stones and 
planted it with the choicest vine. He built a tower in its midst, 
and also made a winepress in it; so, He expected it to bring forth 
good grapes, but it brought forth wild grapes. 3 “And now, O 
inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah, judge, please, 
between Me and My vineyard. 4 What more could have been 
done to My vineyard that I have not done in it? Why then, when 
I expected it to bring forth good grapes, did it bring forth wild 
grapes?”  
$
9&*$8#'#$38#$E&'7$,/./*$IR8,3$%&'#$0&2;7$8,B#$1##"$7&"#$3&$W5$
B("#5,'7$38,3$+$8,B#$"&3$7&"#$("$(3^J$R#$/8&2;7$,/.$&2'/#;B#/K$
IR8,3$%&'#$0&2;7$-#$7&$("$H(/$f("#5,'7$38,3$-#$8,B#$"&3$7&"#$("$
(3^J$G8#$E&'7$8,/$)(B#"$H(/$,;;$F$L8'(/3O/$7#,38*$12'(,;$,"7$

 
15 The Parable of the Worker in the Vineyard (Matthew 20:1-6); The Parable of the Two Sons in 
the Vineyard (Matthew 21:28-32); The Parable of the Wicked Vinedressers (Matthew 21:33-41; 
The parable of the Fig Tree in the Vineyard (Luke 13:6-9).  
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'#/2''#03(&"*$38#$)(63$&6$38#$H&;5$94('(3*$38#$90'(432'#/$F$-#$,'#$
0&%4;#3#$("$L8'(/3D#'$H#$8,/$,;/&$)(B#"$-8,3$(/$0,;;#7$38#$IU'#,3$
L&%%(//(&"JQ$,"7$15$H(/$94('(3*$H#$8,/$#",1;#7$2/$3&$0&P;,1&'$
-(38$H(%$,/$H#$12(;7/$H(/$L82'08D$G8#$,"/-#'/$3&$38#/#$
]2#/3(&"/$,'#K$G8#$E&'7$0&2;7$8,B#$7&"#$"&$%&'#D$G8#$;,0.$(/$
&1B(&2/;5$-(38$2/D$R#$,'#$"&3$62;6(;;(")$38#$0&%%(//(&"$3&$%,.#$
7(/0(4;#/$&6$L8'(/3D$:"7$-#$,'#$I"&3$("$/5"0J$-(38$38#$94('(3$&6$
L8'(/3$,/$H#$12(;7/$H(/$L82'08D$L&"/#]2#"3;5*$38#$L82'08$,/$
/&'#;5$6,(;(")$-(38$'#),'7/$3&$%&B(")$("$U&7O/$0,;;(")$6&'$38#$
L82'08D$$
$
+$7&$"&3$-,"3$3&$1#$%(/2"7#'/3&&7K$+"$"&$-,5$7&$+$38(".$38,3$I#\3',$
#66&'3J$(/$)&(")$3&$'#/2;3$("$,00&%4;(/8(")$U&7O/$-(;;D$N&38$38#$
L8'(/3(,"$;(6#*$,"7$L82'08$;(6#$,'#$,1/&;23#;5$(%4&//(1;#$-(38&23$
38#$%("(/3'5$&6$38#$H&;5$94('(3D$!";5$38#$H&;5$94('(3$)(B#/$38#$;(6#$&6$
L8'(/3$-8(08$12(;7/$38#$L82'08D$N23$%5$2"7#'/3,"7(")$(/$38,3$38#$
H&;5$94('(3$-8&$("/4('#7$38#$90'(432'#/$(/$,B,(;,1;#$3&$62;6(;;$38&/#$
90'(432'#/D$G8#$94('(3$&6$L8'(/3$(/$,B,(;,1;#$3&$12(;7$H(/$L82'08D$
“Not by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit says the Lord of 
hosts.”#"$L&P;,1&'(")$-(38$H(%$(/$"&3$,$%,33#'$&6$I#\3',$#66&'3J$F$(3$
(/$,$%,33#'$&6$/2''#"7#'(")$&2'$-(;;/$,"7$&2'$-,5/$3&$H(/$,"7$

 
16 Colossians 2:10 
17 Zechariah 4:6 

https://www.atchriststable.oirg/


__________________________________ 
The Vineyard of the Lord 

W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2019) ~ https://www.AtChristsTable.oirg 

14	

)#33(")$I("$/5"0J$-(38$H(%D$+6$-#$-(;;$/2''#"7#'$3&$H(/$;&'7/8(4$,"7$
H(/$8#,7/8(4$("$38#$L82'08*$-#$-(;;$I98&23$)',0#J$F$38#$94('(3$&6$
U',0#$P$3&$I38(/$%&2"3,("J$&6$6,(;2'#$I,"7$1'(")$6&'38$38#$H#,7$
93&"#J$,;&")$-(38$38#$6&2"7,3(&"$93&"#$&6$38#$E&'7O/$7-#;;(")$
4;,0#D#($$
$
+"$38#$/#03(&"$#"3(3;#7$G8#$L&"7(3(&"$&6$38#$L82'08*$+$-(;;$7(/02//$
&2'$0&"7(3(&"D$G8#$/#03(&"*$G8#$L&%%(//(&"$&6$38#$L82'08*$(/$
-8,3$+$8,B#$3&$&66#'$("$'#/4&"/#D$$
$
G8#$H&;5$94('(3$8,7$38#$E&'7O/$4'&48#3/$/4#,.$&6$U&7O/$4#&4;#$
38'&2)8$0&%4,'(/&"/$-(38$,$B("#5,'7*$-8(08$-#'#$6&;;&-#7$15$
<#/2/O$4,',1;#/$,1&23$B("#5,'7/#)D$!"#$#\,%4;#*$6&2"7$("$
<#'#%(,8$@>K@?*$4,("3/$,$4#02;(,'$!;7$G#/3,%#"3$4(032'#$&6$8&-$
V#-$G#/3,%#"3$%("(/3#'/$0,"$1#$I&23$&6$/5"0J$-(38$38#$94('(3$&6$
L8'(/3$,/$H#$12(;7/$H(/$L82'08K$“Many shepherds have ruined 
My vineyard; they have trampled down My field; they have 
made My pleasant field a desolate wilderness.”$G8(/$4(032'#/$

 
18 Zechariah 4:7 Both the Foundation Stone and the Head Stone represent Christ as the 
Foundation and Head of the Church. The book of Zechariah, written during the time of the 
restoration of the temple after the Babylonian Captivity,  has many wonderful types and lessons 
regarding the building of the Church! 
19 The Parable of the Worker in the Vineyard (Matthew 20:1-6); The parable of the Two Sons in 
the Vineyard (Matthew 21:28-32); The Parable of the Wicked Vinedressers (Matthew 21:33-41; 
The parable of the Fig Tree in the Vineyard (Luke 13:6-9).	
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/8#48#'7/$8#'7(")$("$,$B("#5,'7$F$8#'7(")$/8##4$("$,$B("#5,'7$
("/3#,7$&6$02;3(B,3(")$38#$B("#/D$R85$-&2;7$,"5&"#$8#'7$/8##4$("$
,$B("#5,'7^$G8(/$(/$,"$#\,%4;#$&6$%("(/3#'/$I7&(")$38#('$&-"$
38(")J*$,"7$"&3$0&P;,1&'(")$-(38$<#/2/$,/$H#$12(;7/$H(/$L82'08D$
G8#$0&"/#]2#"0#*$("$/4(3#$&6$,$4;#38&',$&6$)&&7$%("(/3'(#/$&6$38#$
-&'7*$(/$/3(;;$0;#,';5$,$/4('(32,;$7#/&;,3(&"D$$$$$
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Popular 
 
"What is exalted among men is an abomination in the sight of 
God." Luke 16:15b 
$
V&-*$;#3O/$;&&.$,3$,$4,//,)#$("$W,338#-O/$)&/4#;$F$38#$#"7$&6$38#$
E&'7O/$I9#'%&"$&"$38#$W&2"3JD$:/$+$/,(7*$38#$("3#"3(&"$&6$38(/$
,'3(0;#$(/$3&$1#$%&'#$4'&48#3(0$38,"$#\4&/(3&'5*$/&*$-8(;#$1#(")$
0,'#62;$3&$0&"/(7#'$38#$0&"3#\3$&6$38(/$4,//,)#*$%5$,(%$(/$"&3$3&$
0&B#'$#B#'5$7#3,(;*$123$3&$6&02/$&"$38,3$-8(08$#%48,/(a#/$U&7O/$
8#,'3$,"7$%("7$&"$38#$%,33#'D$$
$
“Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way 
is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter 
through it. For the gate is small and the way is narrow that leads 
to life, and there are few who find it.” Matthew 7:13-14 
$
R8#38#'$("$/#02;,'$/&0(#35$&'$38#$L82'08*$-8,3$(/$4&42;,'$("$"&$
-,5$("7(0,3#/$]2,;(35$("$3'238$,"7$;(6#D$:/$<#/2/$(/$("7(0,3(")$8#'#*$
,;1#(3$8,'/8*$38#$'#,;(35$(/$]2(3#$38#$&44&/(3#D$+"$&2'$0&"3#%4&','5$
R#/3#'"$02;32'#$4&42;,'(35$,"7$/200#//$)&$3&)#38#'D$h&2$%,5$1#$
38(".(")$38,3$38(/$(/$/&$&1B(&2/$(3$8,'7;5$"##7#7$3&$1#$/3,3#7D$N23$
38(/$-,/"O3$"#0#//,'(;5$38#$0,/#$("$&38#'$4#'(&7/$("$&2'$8(/3&'5D$
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:"7$#B#"$3&7,5$("$&38#'$02;32'#/*$4&42;,'(35$,"7$/200#//$7&"O3$
"#0#//,'(;5$)&$3&)#38#'D$:$1(1;(0,;$#\,%4;#$(/$E2.#O/$'#0&'7$&6$38#$
9#'%&"$&"$38#$W&2"3$-8(08$8,/$<#/2/$/,5(")K$"Woe to you 
when all men speak well of you, for their fathers used to treat 
the false prophets in the same way.”!$$+"$&"#$/#"/#$(3$(/$2"0,""5$
8&-$38,3$-8(08$(/$6,;/#$(/$/&$4&42;,'$,"7$/200#//62;D$+"$,"&38#'$
/#"/#*$(3$/8&2;7$"&3$1#$/&$/3',")#$3&$2/$1#0,2/#$38#$90'(432'#$
/,5/$38,3$38#$2"0&"B#'3#7$,'#$“darkened in their understanding 
… because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the 
hardness of their heart”.!# +"$6,03*$#B#"$4#&4;#$-8&$0&%#$3&$
L8'(/3$8,B#$1##"$0&"6&'%#7$3&$38(/$-&';7*$,"7$"##7$3&$/3&4$1#(")$
0&"6&'%#7$3&$38(/$-&';7*$,"7$8,B#$38#('$%("7/$'#"#-#7D!!$
$
G8#$%&/3$4&42;,'$,"7$/200#//62;$%("(/3#'/*$%("(/3'(#/$,"7$
082'08#/$3&7,5$8,B#$B#'5$7#6("(3#$)&,;/$,"7$,'#$(%4'#//(B#;5$
,08(#B(")$38#('$)&,;/D$+$-&2;7$/2%%,'(a#$38#('$)&,;/$,"7$
/200#//#/$,/$1#(")$4#&4;#P0#"3#'#7$',38#'$38,"$U&7P0#"3#'#7D$
:/$(/$&1B(&2/;5$38#$0,/#$-(38$<#/2/$,"7$H(/$,4&/3;#/*$1#(")$U&7P
0#"3#'#7$2;3(%,3#;5$;#,7/$3&$'#T#03(&"*$4#'/#023(&"*$,"7$#B#"$
%,'35'7&%D$R8#'#,/$1#(")$4#&4;#P0#"3#'#7$(/$,$/2'#$'&,7$3&$

 
20 Luke 6:26 
21 Ephesians 4:18. Also Romans 1:21 
22 Romans 12:1-2 “Conformed” is in the Present passive imperative tense, meaning  
stop being conformed”. (Robertson’s Word Pictures) 
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4&42;,'(35$,"7$/200#//D$$
$
+"$8(/$0;,//(0*$IH&-$3&$R("$M'(#"7/$,"7$+"6;2#"0#$S#&4;#J*$3-&$&6$
38#$3#08"(]2#/$&66#'#7$15$d,;#$L,'"#)(#$3&$%,.#$4#&4;#$;(.#$5&2$
,'#K$@`$W,.#$38#$4#&4;#$6##;$(%4&'3,"3$,"7$>`$3,;.$("$3#'%/$&6$38#('$
("3#'#/3/D!%$S#&4;#$,'#$(%4&'3,"3Q$123$U&7$(/$%&'#$(%4&'3,"3D$
S#&4;#$,'#$",32',;;5$("3#'#/3#7$("$I/#;6JQ$38#$L82'08$"##7/$3&$1#$
("3#'#/3#7$("$U&7D$G&7,5O/$4&42;,'$,"7$/200#//62;$%("(/3'(#/$
&63#"$8,B#$;&)&/$2",1,/8#7;5$0&%%2"(0,3(")$38,3$%##3(")$
4#&4;#O/$"##7/$(/$38#('$7#/('#7$)&,;D$+$1#;(#B#$38,3$62;6(;;(")$U&7O/$
7#/('#/$)&#/$6,'$1#5&"7$%##3(")$38#$"##7/$&6$82%,"(35D$
G8#'#6&'#*$(3$/##%/$3&$%#*$,/$I/200#//62;J$,/$38#/#$%("(/3'(#/$,'#*$
38#5$,'#$"&3$4'&720(")$)&&7$6'2(3*$38,3$(/*$38#5$,'#$"&3$%,.(")$3'2#$
7(/0(4;#/$&6$<#/2/Q$,"7$38#5$,'#$"&3$0&P;,1&'(")$-(38$L8'(/3$,/$H#$
12(;7/$H(/$L82'08D$G8#5$,'#$%#'#;5$/200##7(")$,3$%,.(")$
I/200#//62;J$%("(/3'(#/D$G8#$,//2%43(&"$8#;7$15$1&38$38#$%("(/3#'/$
,"7$38#$421;(0$(/$38,3*$(6$38#$%("(/3'(#/$,'#$("0'#,/(")$("$
4'&7203(B(35*$38#5$%2/3$1#$,44'&B#7$&6$U&7$,"7$62;6(;;(")$U&7O/$
42'4&/#/D$N23*$(3$(/$'#0&'7#7$38,3$<#/2/$-(;;$/,5$3&$%,"5$-8&$
“prophesy in His name, and in His name cast out demons, and 
in His name perform many miracles, ‘I never knew you’”D!*$

 
23 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/How_to_Win_Friends_and_Influence_People  
24 Matthew 7:21-23 
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False 
$
15 “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s 
clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves. 16 You will know 
them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes 
nor figs from thistles, are they? 17 So every good tree bears 
good fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree 
cannot produce bad fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good fruit. 
19 Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you will know them by their 
fruits. 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father 
who is in heaven will enter. 22 Many will say to Me on that day, 
‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your 
name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many 
miracles?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.’”$$

Matthew 7:15-23 
$
W,338#-$[K@A$“Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in 

sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.”$H#'#*$
<#/2/$(/$,77'#//(")$6,;/#$4'&48#05$F$'#6#''(")$3&$%("(/3#'/$-8&$
/4#,.$&'$&4#',3#$6,;/#;5D$R8(;#$4'&48#05$(/$2;3(%,3#;5$("3#"7#7$3&$
#7(65*$#\8&'3*$,"7$0&"/&;#$38#$4#&4;#$&6$U&7*!&$38#$42'4&/#$&6$

 
25 1 Corinthians 14:3 
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4'&48#05$(/$("$"&$-,5$;(%(3#7$3&$#"0&2',)(")$82%,"$1#(")/D$G8#$
42'4&/#$&6$3'2#$4'&48#05$(/$3&$3#/3(65$&6$<#/2/!'*$R8&$I7#0;,'#/J$
38#$M,38#'*!"$“the One with Whom we have to do”D!($+3$(/$38,3$
7#0;,',3(&"*$#B#"$(6$(3$(/$,$I8,'7$/,5(")J*$-8(08$/8&2;7$,032,;;5$
#"0&2',)#$38#$3'2#$4#&4;#$&6$U&7D 
$
<2/3$,"$&1/#'B,3(&"$,1&23$38#$1(1;(0,;$0&"0#43/$&6$I3'2#J$,"7$
I6,;/#J$,/$(3$'#;,3#/$3&$%("(/3#'/K$:;&")$-(38$6,;/#$L8'(/3/*$38#$
90'(432'#$,;/&$/4#,./$&6$6,;/#$1'#38'#"*$6,;/#$-(3"#//#/*$6,;/#$
,4&/3;#/*$,"7$6,;/#$4'&48#3/D$R8#"$-#$'#,7$38#/#$3#'%/*$-#$
%&/3$;(.#;5$%,.#$,"$,;%&/3$2"0&"/0(&2/$,//2%43(&"$38,3$38#/#$
I6,;/#J$4#&4;#$,'#$,;;$0&"7#%"#7D$G8,3$%,5$1#$38#$0,/#D$N23$(3$(/$
,;/&$T2/3$,/$$4&//(1;#$6&'$38#/#$4#&4;#$3&$'#4#"3$&6$38,3$-8(08$(/$
6,;/#$,"7$#%1',0#$38,3$-8(08$(/$3'2#D$+"$&"#$/#"/#*$1#6&'#$
0&"B#'/(&"*$#B#'5&"#$(/$I6,;/#JD$$
$
N23$("$,$%&'#$,002',3#$/#"/#*$I6,;/#J$%#,"/$854&0'(3(0,;$F$
4'#3#"7(")$3&$1#$/#"3$15$U&7*$-8#"$("$'#,;(35*$U&7$8,/"O3$/#"3$
5&2Q$4'#3#"7(")$3&$/4#,.$6&'$U&7*$-8#"$("$'#,;(35*$U&7$8,/$"&3$

 
26 Revelation 19:10 
27 John 1:18 (NKJV), Greek: exegeomai (Strong’s # 1834), to declare, explain, make known, 
Vines Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words. 
28 Hebrews 4:13	
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)(B#"$5&2$,"538(")$3&$/4#,.Q$4'#3#"7(")$3&$1#$0&"B#'3#7*$-8#"$("$
'#,;(35*$5&2$,'#$/3(;;$/#;6P0#"3#'#7D$G8,3$(/$38#$%#,"(")$&6$I6,;/#JD$+$
-&2;7$;(.#$3&$7(/02//$38,3$62'38#'K$$
$
IM,;/#J$%#,"/$"&3$&4#',3(")$("$3'238D$+$1#;(#B#$(3$(/$#"3('#;5$
4&//(1;#$6&'$&"#$-8&$(/$,$3'2#$1'&38#'$("$38#$E&'7$3&$&4#',3#$,/$,$
6,;/#$,4&/3;#$&'$6,;/#$4'&48#3$F$1&38$."&-(");5$,"7$2"."&-(");5D$
V&-*$-#$%2/3$,;-,5/$42'/2#$/&2"7$7&03'("#$,"7$T27)#$6,;/#$
7&03'("#*$6&'$38#'#$0,"$1#$"&$3'2#$2"(35$&6$38#$94('(3$&23/(7#$&6$38#$
94('(3$&6$G'238D$N23$+$38(".$38#'#$-&2;7$1#$%&'#$I;&B(")$5&2'$
"#()81&'$,/$5&2'/#;6J$,"7$;#//$I1(3(")$,"7$7#B&2'(")$&"#$
,"&38#'J*!)$(6$-#$0&2;7$;&&.$,3$6,;/(35$,"7$854&0'(/5$("$38#$L82'08$
("$38(/$-,5K$iG8(/$4,'3(02;,'$%("(/3#'$%,5$1#$,$3'2#$1'&38#'$-8&*$,3$
38(/$3(%#*$(/$%(/3,.#"$,"7$&4#',3(")$6,;/#;5D$+$,%$)&(")$3&$
7(/3(")2(/8$1#3-##"$-8,3$(/$3'2#$,"7$-8,3$(/$6,;/#$("$8(/$%("(/3'5$
,"7$4',5$38,3$8#$-(;;$0&%#$3&$7(/0#'"$38#$94('(3$&6$G'238$("$,;;$
38(")/Di$$
$
:$6,;/#$4'&48#3$%,5$."&-(");5$&'$2"."&-(");5$/4#,.$38,3$-8(08$(/$
"&3$3'2#D%$$N23$+$-&2;7$;(.#$3&$/2))#/3$,;/&$38,3$&"#$0,"$/4#,.$

 
29 Galatians 5:14-15 
30 In the case of Matthew 7, I think we could conclude these false prophets whom Jesus referred 
to as “ravenous wolves” were knowingly speaking falsely for their own gain.  
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3'238*$5#3$/3(;;$&4#',3#$6,;/#;5D$G8#$6,;/#"#//*$8,/$3&$7&$-(38$-'&")$
%&3(B,3(&"K$G8#'#$(/$,$“proclaiming Christ out of selfish 

ambition rather from pure motives”D%#$:"7*$“where selfish 

ambition exists, there is disorder and every evil thing”D%!$G8#$
6,;/#"#//$0,"$,;/&$8,B#$3&$7&$-(38$RH:G$+9$Nb+VU$Sc!deLbd$
&'$RH:G$+9$Nb+VU$Ne+EGK$W208$3&&$&63#"$3'238$%,5$1#$
%("(/3#'#7*$123$38#$'#/2;3$(/$12(;7(")$,$;,')#$6&;;&-(")$&6$4#&4;#$
',38#'$38,"$4'&720(")$7(/0(4;#/$&6$<#/2/$F$12(;7(")$,"$#"3#'4'(/#$
',38#'$38,"$0&P;,1&'(")$-(38$L8'(/3$,/$H#$12(;7/$H(/$L82'08D$+$
,%$B#'5$,-,'#$38,3$38(/$0,"$8,44#"$1&38$."&-(");5$,"7$
2"."&-(");5$&"$38#$4,'3$&6$38#$%("(/3#'D$+$,;/&$."&-$38,3*$-8(;#$+$
)&$3&$)'#,3$;#")38/$("$/3'(B(")$3&$%("(/3#'$3'238*$+$,;/&$8,B#$3&$
0&"/3,"3;5$#\,%("#$-8,3$(3$(/$38,3$+$,%$Sc!deL+VU$&'$
Ne+Ed+VUD$<#/2/$42'08,/#7$4#&4;#$-(38$H(/$1;&&7*$+$7(7"O3D$
G8#'#6&'#*$4#&4;#$1#;&")$3&$<#/2/*$"&3$%#D$H#$(/$38#('$E&'7*$"&3$
%#D$S#&4;#$,'#$3&$/#'B#$H(%$,"7$H(/$.(")7&%*$"&3$%#$,"7$%5$
%("(/3'5D$+$,%$,-,'#$38,3$/2))#/3(")$38#$(7#,$38,3$,$3'2#$1'&38#'$("$
38#$E&'7$0,"$1#$%("(/3#'(")$6,;/#;5$/&2"7/$("7#6#"/(1;#D$N23$38,3$
(/$#\,03;5$-8,3$38#$,4&/3;#$S,2;$("7(0,3#/$("$@$L&'("38(,"/$CK@?1$
“But each man must be careful how he builds on it (the 
foundation of Christ). 11 For no man can lay a foundation other 

 
31 Philippians 1:17 
32 James 3:16 
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than the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. 12 Now if any 
man builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, 
wood, hay, straw, 13 each man’s work will become evident; for 
the day will show it because it is to be revealed with fire, and 
the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s work. 14 If any 
man’s work which he has built on it remains, he will receive a 
reward. 15 If any man’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss; 
but he himself will be saved, yet so as through fire.”%%$$
$
9&*$S,2;$/,5/$38#$%("(/3#'$-(;;$1#$/,B#7*$123$-8,3$8#$
Sc!deLbd$,"7$Ne+EG$6,;/#;5$F$/4#0(6(0,;;5*$-8,3$(/$"&3$
4'&720#7$15$38#$94('(3$&6$L8'(/3*$,"7$38,3$-8(08$(/$"&3$12(;3$&"$38#$
6&2"7,3(&"$&6$L8'(/3$F$-(;;$1#$T27)#7$,/$-&'38;#//$,"7$12'"#7D$

 
33 Similar statements are made in other scriptures: Luke 6:46-49 & Hebrew 12:26-27. 
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“You will know them by their fruits.” 
 
W,338#-$[K@gP>?$“You will know them by their fruits. Grapes 
are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are 
they? 17 So every good tree bears good fruit, but the bad tree 
bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, nor can 
a bad tree produce good fruit. 19 Every tree that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So then, you 
will know them by their fruits.” 
$
Ih&2$-(;;$."&-$38#%$15$38#('$6'2(3/J$F$"&3$15$38#('$)(63/*$123$15$38#('$
6'2(3/D$R#$0,""&3$7(/0#'"$,$%("(/3'5$15$38#$)(63/$&6$38#$%("(/3#'D$
R#$0,""&3$7(/0#'"$,$%("(/3'5$/&;#;5$15$-8,3$(/$1#(")$
0&%%2"(0,3#7$("$-&'7/D$<#/2/$/,(7$)&&7$3'##/$Sc!deLb$
U!!d$Mce+G*$,"7$1,7$3'##/$Sc!deLb$N:d$Mce+GD$R8,3$(/$
<#/2/$,;;27(")$3&$-(38$H(/$'#6#'#"0#$3&$I3'##/J^$:"7$-8,3$(/$(3$38,3$
%,.#/$,$3'##$I1,7J^$$
$
R8#"$+$-,/$,$1&5*$,0'&//$38#$/3'##3$6'&%$&2'$8&2/#$-,/$,"$,44;#$
&'08,'7D$G8(/$&'08,'7$-,/$&"$,$4;&3$&6$;,"7$38,3$1&'7#'#7$38#$
',(;'&,7$3',0./$,"7$-,/$&-"#7$15$38#$0&2"35D$G8(/$;,"7$-,/$"&3$
-#;;$3#"7#7$3&Q$,"7*$-8(;#$(3$-,/$,$-&"7#'62;$4;,0#$6&'$2/$3&$4;,5*$
38#$,44;#$3'##/$-#'#$-(;7$,44;#$3'##/*$,"7$4'&720#7$,44;#/$-8(08$
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"#(38#'$;&&.#7$)&&7*$"&'$3,/3#7$)&&7D$G8#'#$-,/$"&38(")$-'&")$
-(38$38#$&'()(",;$/##7/$-8(08$/3,'3#7$38,3$&'08,'7D$R8,3$0,2/#7$
38#$1,7$6'2(3$-,/$38#$6,03$38,3$38#$3'##/$-#'#$"&3$3#"7#7D$E,3#'$("$
;(6#*$+$-&'.#7$1'(#6;5$("$,$0&%%#'0(,;$&'08,'7D$G&$4'&720#$)&&7$
6'2(3*$38#$3'##/$-#'#$02;3(B,3#7$F$38#$'&&3/$-#'#$,#',3#7*$38#$
)'&2"7$-,/$-##7#7*$38#$3'##/$-#'#$-,3#'#7*$,"7$4'&3#03#7$6'&%$
7(/#,/#D$+3$-,/$%5$4,'3(02;,'$T&1$3&$023$&66$38#$I/20.#'/J$F$38#$
2"4'&7203(B#$1',"08#/D$W5$4&("3$(/$38(/K$+3$3,.#/$%&'#$38,"$
/4#,.(")$3'238$3&$4'&720#$7(/0(4;#/$&6$L8'(/3$F$$U!!d$Mce+G$
cbje+cb9$LeEG+f:G+!VD$:"7$(3$3,.#/$%&'#$38,"$/4#,.(")$3'238$
3&$0&P;,1&'$-(38$L8'(/3$,/$H#$12(;7/$H(/$L82'08D$R8#"$%("(/3'(#/$
4'&720#$4&&'$6'2(3$("$38#$L82'08$(3$(/$"&3$"#0#//,'(;5$1#0,2/#$38#$
%("(/3'5$&6$38#$-&'7$(/$I1,7JD$IG8#$/##7$(/$38#$-&'7J$P$38#'#$(/$
"&38(")$"#0#//,'(;5$-'&")$-(38$38#$/##7D$+3O/$,$1,7$3'##D$G8#$3'##$
'#4'#/#"3/$38#$%("(/3#'$,"7$38#$-,5$8#$&4#',3#/$8(/$%("(/3'5D$
W("(/3#'/$,"7$%("(/3'(#/$38,3$,'#$"&3$("$/5"0$-(38$<#/2/$,/$H#$
12(;7/$H(/$L82'08*$,'#$12(;7(")$/&%#38(")$#;/#$F$,$;,')#$6&;;&-(")$
&6$4#&4;#$,"7$,"$#"3#'4'(/#D$G8#5$,'#$#\3#"7(")$38#('$("6;2#"0#$
,"7$12(;7(")$38#('$%("(/3'(#/Q$123$38#5$,'#$"&3$"#0#//,'(;5$
4'&720(")$7(/0(4;#/$&6$<#/2/$&'$0&P;,1&'(")$-(38$L8'(/3$,/$H#$
12(;7/$H(/$L82'08D$$
$
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G8(/$;,0.$&6$I42'#$,"7$/(");#$7#B&3(&"$3&$L8'(/3J%*$(/$2"6&'32",3#;5$
"&3$,$7#/0'(43(&"$&6$38#$%&7#'"$082'08$&";5D$+3$/3,'3#7$("$38#$6('/3$
0#"32'5Q$,"7$8,/$1##"$-(38$2/$38'&2)8&23$082'08$8(/3&'5D$+3$-,/$
4'&1,1;5$,1&23$g>$:DdD*$-8(;#$(%4'(/&"#7$("$c&%#*$38,3$38#$
,4&/3;#$S,2;$-'&3#$38#/#$/,7$-&'7/$3&$38#$S8(;(44(,"/K$“I have no 
one else of kindred spirit who will genuinely be concerned for 
your welfare. For they all seek after their own interests, not 
those of Christ Jesus.”%&$
$
M&'$%("(/3'(#/$3&$1#$("$/5"0$-(38$<#/2/$,/$H#$12(;7/$H(/$L82'08*$
38#$%("(/3#'/$%2/3$&4#',3#$;(.#$38#$,4&/3;#$S,2;K$N#(")$“wise 
master builders, laying the foundation of Christ and building 
upon that foundation with gold, silver and precious stones”%'$F$
“so that everyone can be presented complete in Christ”D%"$G8#$
7#/('#7$6'2(3$F$38#$)&,;$F$(/$"&3$%##3(")$4#&4;#O/$"##7/D$+3$(/$3&$
“present every disciple complete in Christ” – “the knowledge of 
the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature 
which belongs to the fullness of Christ.”38 “In everything He 
must be pre-eminent”%)$F$(3$(/$38#$'#B#;,3(&"$&6$L8'(/3*$

 
34 2 Corinthians 11:3 
35 Philippians 2:20-21 
36 1 Corinthians 3:10-12; Matthew 7:24-25 
37 Colossians 1:28 
38 Ephesians 4:13 
39 Colossians 1:18 English Standard Version	
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'#;,3(&"/8(4$-(38$L8'(/3$,"7$'#6;#03(&"$&6$L8'(/3$38,3$(/$38#$

7#/('#7$6'2(3D$$

$
bB#"$38#$(7#,$&6$4'&720(")$I7#B&3#7$7(/0(4;#/J$0,"$1#$%,"P$
0#"3#'#7D$G8#$7#/('#7$6'2(3$(/$U&7P0#"3#'#7"#//*$"&3$%,"P
0#"3#'#7"#//*$,"7$0#'3,(";5$"&3$,$/#;6P0#"3#'#7"#//$-8(08$(/$38#$
("/(7(&2/$'#/2;3$&6$38#$I%##3(")$4#&4;#O/$"##7/J$,44'&,08$3&$
%("(/3'5D$L#'3,(";5*$U&7$;&B#/$4#&4;#$,"7$-,"3/$3&$%##3$38#('$
"##7/Q$,"7$0#'3,(";5*$(3$(/$4,'3$&6$U&7O/$42'4&/#$3&$I)'&-J$,"7$
I12(;7J$4#&4;#$/4('(32,;;5*$6&'$38#$f("#5,'7$&6$38#$E&'7$F$G8#$
H&2/#8&;7$&6$U&7$F$(/$%,7#$&6$4#&4;#D$$
$
N23$90'(432'#$/,5/K$$
• “For FROM HIM and THROUGH HIM and TO HIM are 

all things.”40 
• “For BY HIM all things were 

created…all things were created THROUGH HIM and 
FOR HIM.”41 

• “…HIM, FOR WHOM are all 
things and BY WHOM are all things.”42 

• “…FROM WHOM are all things, 
and we exist THROUGH HIM.”43 

 
40 Romans 11:36 
41 Colossians 1:16 
42 Hebrews 2:10 
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90'(432'#$/,5/$U&7$(/$3&$1#$,;;$("$,;;***$/&$38,3*$,3$38#$#"7*$L8'(/3$
8,"7/$&B#'$38#$.(")7&%$3&$38#$U&7$,"7$M,38#'D*&$R#$%2/3$,/.$
&2'/#;B#/K$R8,3$(/$38#$",32'#$&6$38,3$.(")7&%$,"7$38#$L82'08$38,3$
'#4'#/#"3/$38#$.(")7&%^$d&#/$38#$.(")7&%$#\(/3$4'(%,'(;5$3&$
/#'B#$H2%,"(35$&'$U&7^$e"7#';5(")$,;;$38#$%#//,)#/*$1#8("7$,;;$
38#$%("(/3'(#/$&6$38#$L82'08*$-8(08$(/$38#$&1T#03$&6$-&'/8(4$P$38#$
L'#,3&'$&'$38#$0'#,32'#^*'$G8#$-,5$-#$,"/-#'$38#/#$]2#/3(&"/$
-(;;$7#3#'%("#$-8,3$(/$2;3(%,3#;5$Sc!deLbd$("$4#&4;#*$&'$1#33#'*$
-8,3$.("7$&6$4#&4;#$,'#$1#(")$Sc!deLbdD$+3$(/$"&3$38#$%#//,)#$
_38#$/##7`$&'$38#$%("(/3'5$_38#$3'##`*$(3$(/$38#$Mce+G$38,3$2;3(%,3#;5$
'#B#,;/$H!R$4#&4;#$,'#$1#(")$12(;3*$,"7$-8,3$.("7$&6$4#&4;#$,'#$
1#(")$12(;3$F$-&'/8(44#'/$&6$U&7$&'$;&B#'/$&6$/#;6D$Ih&2$-(;;$."&-$
38#%$15$38#('$6'2(3/DJ$V&3$15$38#('$)(63/*$123$15$38#('$I6'2(3/J$F$38,3$(/$
3&$/,5*$Ih&2$-(;;$."&-$38#%$15$-8,3$38#5$,'#$Sc!deL+VU$&'$
Ne+Ed+VUJD$$
 
21“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the 
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who 
is in heaven will enter. 22 Many will say to Me on that day, 

 
43 I Corinthians 8:6 
44 1 Corinthians 15:28 
45 1 Corinthians 15:24 
46 For a more detailed discussion of God-Centeredness, see my articles “God-Centeredness” and 
“Creation Science & God-Centeredness”. 
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‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your 
name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many 
miracles?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.’ 
24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of Mine and acts 
on them, may be compared to a wise man who built his house 
on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the 
winds blew and slammed against that house; and yet it did not 
fall, for it had been founded on the rock. 26 Everyone who hears 
these words of Mine and does not act on them, will be like a 
foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 The rain fell, 
and the floods came, and the winds blew and slammed against 
that house; and it fell—and great was its fall.”$Matthew 7:21-27 
$
L#'3,(";5*$-#$0,"$/##$("$38(/$4,//,)#$38#$7(66#'#"0#$1#3-##"$,$
6,;/#$7(/0(4;#$,"7$,$3'2#$7(/0(4;#$&6$L8'(/3D$:$3'2#$7(/0(4;#$&6$L8'(/3$
(/$&"#$-8&$."&-/$38#$E&'7$,"7$(/$."&-"$15$U&7D$:$3'2#$7(/0(4;#$
&6$L8'(/3$(/$&"#$-8&$8,/$1##"$i3,2)83$3&$&1/#'B#$,;;$38,3$<#/2/$
0&%%,"7#7iD*"$G&$i&1/#'B#*($,;;$38,3$<#/2/$0&%%,"7#7i$(/$3&$
i8#,'$H(/$-&'7/i$,"7$i,03$&"$38#%i*$382/$6&2"7(")$,"7$12(;7(")$
&"#k/$/4('(32,;$8&2/#$&"$38#$c&0.D$$
$$$$$
$

 
47 Matthew 28:20 "observe":  
48 Greek: tereo, Strong's # 5083.	
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PART 2 
 

The Commission of the Church
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Introduction 
 

G8#$4&("3$+$#"7#,B&'#7$3&$%,.#$("$The Condition of the Church$

(/$38(/K$W,"5$%("(/3'(#/*$-8(;#$%("(/3#'(")$)&&7$%#//,)#/$
_/##7`*$,'#$"&3$&4#',3(")$("$/5"0$-(38$<#/2/$,/$H#$12(;7/$H(/$

L82'08$,"7$,'#$38#'#6&'#$I1,7$3'##/J$("$38#$/#"/#$38,3$38#$6'2(3$

&6$38#/#$%("(/3'(#/$(/$"&3$4'&720(")$7(/0(4;#/$&6$L8'(/3*$"&'$0&P

;,1&'(")$("$12(;7(")$38#$L82'08$38,3$<#/2/$(/$12(;7(")D$$
$
9&$38#"*$(3$(/$("$&'7#'$3&$,/.K$R8,3$(/$,$I)&&7$3'##J^$R8,3$(/$I)&&7$
6'2(3J^$R8,3$(/$(3$3&$I&4#',3#$("$/5"0$-(38$<#/2/$,/$H#$12(;7/$H(/$
L82'08J^$R8,3$(/$"##7#7$3&$,032,;;5$62;6(;;$38#$,4&/3&;(0$
0&%%(//(&"$3&$7(/0(4;#$,;;$4#&4;#/$3&$L8'(/3^$R8,3$(/$"##7#7$3&$
1#$“wise master builders, laying the foundation of Christ and 
building upon that foundation with gold, silver and precious 
stones”*)$F$“so that everyone can be presented complete in 

Christ”&$$F$“to the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature 
man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness 
of Christ”&#^$
$

 
49	1	Corinthians	3:10-12;	Matthew	7:24-25	
50	Colossians	1:28	
51	Ephesians	4:13	
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:63#'$ZA$5#,'/$&6$1#(")$("B&;B#7$("$38#$%("(/3'5$&6$7(/0(4;(")*$+$8,B#$
6&2"7$(3$,"$,1/&;23#$4'#'#]2(/(3#$3&$;&&.$,3$7(/0(4;(")$_,/$-#;;$,/*$
,"5$&38#'$1(1;(0,;$/21T#03$%,33#'`$("$;()83$&6$38#$V#-$L&B#","3D$
:00&'7(");5*$+$-&2;7$/2%%,'(a#$%5$,"/-#'$3&$38#$,1&B#$
]2#/3(&"/$-(38$38#$3#'%$F$IV#-$L&B#","3$:4&/3&;(0$
d(/0(4;#/8(4JD$G8(/$-(;;$1#$38#$/21T#03$%,33#'$&6$38(/$/#03(&"$&6$38#$
,'3(0;#$F$The Commission of the Church$P$123$(3/$#//#"0#$0,"$1#$

/3,3#7$,/$38#$LeEG+f:G+!V$!M$LHc+9G$("$&38#'/D&!$$
$
W5$'#/4&"/#$3&$The Condition of the Church$(/$,$'#P

("B#/3(),3(&"$,"7$'#P/3,3#%#"3$&6$<#/2/O$0&%%(//(&"$3&$H(/$
7(/0(4;#/$,"7$,4&/3;#/$P$/4#0(6(0,;;5*$3&$7(/0(4;#$,;;$4#&4;#/&%D$R#O;;$
1#)("$-(38$Another look at the Great Commission (In light of the 

 
52 “New Covenant Apostolic Discipleship” has to do with a ministry relationship between a 
disciple and an elder who is equipping minister - an apostle, prophet, evangelist, shepherd, or 
teacher - whom the ascended Christ has given to the Church “for the equipping of the saints for 
the work of ministry, to the building up of the body of Christ … to the knowledge of the Son of 
God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ”. 
Ephesians 4:11-13. 
53 The Apostolic Bible Polyglot translation (a Greek-English Interlinear of the Greek Septuagint 
and New Testament coded to Strong's numbers) translates Matthew 24:14 like this: “to all G3956  
the ones G3588  among the nations; G1484  “ But in Matthew 28:19 it translates: “disciple G3100  
all G3956  the G3588  nations! G1484 ”. However, the Greek word which has been translated as 
“nations” is ethnos, which simply means people groups. Therefore, throughout this article, I will 
use the phrase “disciple all peoples” instead of “disciple all nations”. I don’t believe attempting 
to disciple a whole nation is a New Covenant ministry or mission. We are to disciple people 
(who so ever  will) IN all nations.  
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New Covenant)$F$38#$RH:G*$H!R*$RH!$,"7$Mce+G$&6$

d(/0(4;#/8(4D$:"7$-#O;;$0&"0;27#$-(38$“Apostolic Discipleship”.$$ $$
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Another Look at the Great Commission 
(In Light of the New Covenant) 

$
Discipling 
$
d(/0(4;(")$4#&4;#$P$"&3$4;,"3(")$082'08#/$F$-,/$38#$E&'7k/$
0&%%(//(&"$3&$H(/$,4&/3;#/D$G8(/$(/$38#$/3',3#)5$38#$E&'7$/3,3#7$
6&'$H(/$.(")7&%K$R#$7(/0(4;#$4#&4;#*$,"7$H#$12(;7/$H(/$L82'08D$
N23*$)#"#',;;5$/4#,.(")*$("/3#,7$&6$7(/0(4;(")$4#&4;#*$-#$8,B#$
12(;3$I082'08#/JD$G8#$i082'08#/i$-#$8,B#$12(;3$,'#$#//#"3(,;;5$
L8'(/3(,"$i0;21/iD&*$R#$8,B#$i0;21$%#%1#'/i$123$B#'5$6#-$
7(/0(4;#/$&6$L8'(/3D$R8,3$(/$,$7(/0(4;#$&6$L8'(/3^$R8,3$(/$38#$
#//#"0#$&6$7(/0(4;#/8(4^$H&-$,'#$7(/0(4;#/$&6$L8'(/3$I%,7#J^$
R8&$/8&2;7$-#$7(/0(4;#^$R8,3$(/$38#$6'2(3$&6$6,(3862;;5$62;6(;;(")$38#$
U'#,3$L&%%(//(&"^$$$$
$
$

 
54 I say this with all sincerity: I can appreciate that many Christians enjoy having a Christian 
social network – particularly for their children. And I can also appreciate that there are some 
people who are more socially-oriented than others, and therefore feel a need to be active 
members of a “club”. So, I think this is acceptable for Christians to attend and “belong to” a 
Christian “club”. I also think it is admirable that Christian parents desire a wholesome Christian 
environment for the social lives of their children. Attending and belonging to a conventional 
“church” (club) is fine, if one understands and embraces the reality of what it is and is not. It’s a 
Christian “club” – it is not the Church Jesus is building.     
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!"#$%&'%(&')&*+,'"&*-%
$
Disciples of the King & His Kingdom 
$
d(/0(4;#/8(4$3&$L8'(/3$8,/$3&$7&$-(38$38#$l(")$,"7$H(/$l(")7&%D$
<#/2/$/4&.#$,"7$3,2)83$%208$,1&23$H(/$l(")7&%D$H#$/4&.#$,"7$
3,2)83$B#'5$;(33;#$,1&23$H(/$L82'08D&&$G8,3O/$1#0,2/#$H#$7(7"O3$
"#0#//,'(;5$"##7$3&$3,;.$3&$2/$,1&23$8&-$Hb$-&2;7$12(;7$H(/$
L82'08D$N23$H#$-,"3#7$3&$%,.#$0;#,'$3&$2/$38,3$!ec$
L!WW+99+!V$+9$d+9L+SEb9H+S$P$7(/0(4;(")$,;;$4#&4;#/$3&$38#$
l(")$,"7$H(/$l(")7&%D$G8#$6&02/$%2/3$1#$&"$38#$l(")$,"7$H(/$
l(")7&%$1#0,2/#$38,3O/$38#$)&/4#;$<#/2/$4'#,08#7$,"7$38,3O/$38#$
)&/4#;$H#$3&;7$H(/$7(/0(4;#/$3&$4'#,08K$“And this gospel of the 
kingdom shall be preached in the whole world for a witness to 
all the nations, and then the end shall come.”&'$+$2"7#'/3,"7$38,3$
3&$1#$#//#"3(,;;5$38#$/,%#$0&%%(//(&"$)(B#"$("$W,338#-$>YK@YP
>?D$G8#$0&%%(//(&"$(/$3&$7(/0(4;#$,;;$4#&4;#/$3&$38#$l(")$,"7$
H(/$l(")7&%D$
$$
 
 
 

 
55 Simply two verses: Matthew 16:18 & 18:17  
56	Matthew	24:14		

https://www.atchriststable.oirg/


__________________________________ 
The Vineyard of the Lord 

W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2019) ~ https://www.AtChristsTable.oirg 

36	

“The Name” 

$
GHb$V:Wb$_&'$I",%#/J`$&6$U&7$/4#,.$&6$H(/$#//#"0#D$G8#'#6&'#*$
38#$#//#"0#$&6$7(/0(4;#/8(4$8,/$3&$7&$-(38$GHb$V:Wb$F$&6$38#$
M,38#'$,"7$&6$38#$9&"$,"7$&6$38#$H&;5$94('(3D$+3O/$"&3$,1&23$38#$
/4#0(6(0$4'&4#'$-&'7$6&'$U&7O/$",%#*$"&'$6&'$38#$4'&4#'$/4#;;(")$&6$
U&7O/$",%#D$+3O/$,1&23$38#$#//#"0#$&6$GHb$V:WbD$$
$
G8#$I!"&%,J&"$(/$,$0&"0#43$-8(08$-,/$&6$%208$%&'#$
/()"(6(0,"0#$3&$38#$<#-/$,"7$#,';5$L8'(/3(,"/$38,"$3&$2/$3&7,5D$
G8,3$0&"0#43$8,/$3&$7&$-(38$,;;$38,3$:$V:Wb$/4#,./$&6$F$
+dbVG+Gh$P$,/$-#;;$,/$&"#O/$",32'#*$08,',03#'*$,238&'(35*$#30D$$
$
GHb$V:Wb*$I<#/2/J*$(/$38#$U'##.$6&'%$&6$38#$H#1'#-$",%#*$
h#/82,*$,"7$(/$#35%&;&)(0,;;5$'#;,3#7$3&$38#$",%#*$<&/82,*$-8(08$
#\4'#//#/$38#$+dbVG+Gh$&6$38#$d#;(B#'#'$,"7$9,B(&'$&6$38#$
4#&4;#&(D$:"7$38(/$9,B(&'$(/$,;/&$38#$:"&("3#7$!"#$P$38#$l(")$&6$,$
l(")7&%D$G8#'#6&'#*$H(/$",%#*$IL8'(/3J*$#\4'#//#/$38#$
'#0&)"(3(&"$&6$H(/$S!Rbc$,"7$:eGH!c+GhD&)$$

 
57 Strong’s # 3686 
58 Matthew 1:21 
59 I recommend an article by Kenny Burchard: “What’s the ‘Therefore’ There For?”   
https://thinktheology.org/2016/01/06/whats-the-therefore-there-for-in-matthews-great-
commission/ 	
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$
+"$38#$N&&.$&6$c#B#;,3(&"*$38#'#$(/$,$4'&0;,%,3(&"$&6$38#$S!Rbc$
,"7$:eGH!c+Gh$&6$L8'(/3K$“The kingdom of the world has 
become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He will 
reign forever and ever.”'$$N23$#B#"$1#6&'#$H#$;#63$38(/$#,'38$
<#/2/$%,7#$,$B#'5$/(%(;,'$4'&0;,%,3(&"$,1&23$H(/$S!Rbc$,"7$
:eGH<!c+GhK$:3$38#$1#)(""(")$&6$38#$U'#,3$L&%%(//(&"*$<#/2/$
/,(7*$“All AUTHORITY has been given to Me in heaven and on 

earth.”'#$G8#"*$H#$/,(7$“THEREFORE”'!*$,"7$4'&0##7#7$-(38$
38#$'#/3$&6$38#$0&%%(//(&"$F$/4#0(6(0,;;5*$3&$Idisciple all peoples”D$
G8#/#$4'&0;,%,3(&"/$&6$L8'(/3O/$S!Rbc$,"7$:eGH!c+Gh$

4&("3$3&$38#$#//#"0#$&6$7(/0(4;#/8(4$F$38#$:eGH!c+Gh$&6$GHb$

l+VU$,"7$H+9$l+VUd!WD$$$$
$
<#/2/$(/$'#0&'7#7$,/$)(B(")$38#$U'#,3$L&%%(//(&"$3-&$3(%#/$("$
W,338#-O/$)&/4#;D$+"$W,338#-$>ZK@Z$H#$/,(7$-#$,'#$3&$4'#,08$38#$
l(")$,"7$H(/$l(")7&%K$“This gospel of the kingdom shall be 

preached in all the world as a witness to all peoples.”$:"7$("$
W,338#-$>YK>?$H#$/,(7$-#$,'#$3&$I7(/0(4;#$,;;$4#&4;#/J$3&$38(/$
l(")$,"7$H(/$l(")7&%D$$

 
60 Revelation 11:15 
61 Matthew 28:18 
62 Matthew 28:19 
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$
+"$W,338#-$@CKA>*$,63#'$'#;,3(")$,$/#'(#/$&6$S,',1;#/$&6$38#$
l(")7&%*$<#/2/$%,7#$,$'#6#'#"0#$3&$I7(/0(4;#/$&6$38#$l(")7&%J$P$
"&3$7(/0(4;#/$&6$38#$L82'08D$:/$+$/,(7$4'#B(&2/;5K$S;,"3(")$
082'08#/$4'&720#/$L8'(/3(,"$0;21$%#%1#'/*$"&3$7(/0(4;#/$&6$
L8'(/3D$E(.#$<#/2/$,"7$H(/$,4&/3;#/*$&2'$6&02/$"##7/$3&$1#$&"$38#$
l(")7&%$F$"&3$&"$38#$L82'08D$G8#$L82'08$(/$H+9$12/("#//D$
d(/0(4;(")$,;;$4#&4;#/$3&$38#$l(")$,"7$H(/$l(")7&%$(/$&2'$

0&%%(//(&"D$
$$
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H!R$G!$d+9L+SEb$

$
G8#$H!R$&6$7(/0(4;#/8(4$(/$6&2"7$("$W,338#-$>YK@XP>?K$$$
“Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am 
with you always, even to the end of the age.” 
$
H#'#$(/$,$4,'3(02;,'$;(3#',;$3',"/;,3(&"'%K$ 
Mat 28:19  Going G4198  then, G3767  disciple G3100  all G3956  
the G3588  nations! G1484  immersing G907  them G1473  in G1519  
the G3588  name G3686  of the G3588  father, G3962  and G2532  of 
the G3588  son, G5207  and G2532  of the G3588  holy G39  
spirit. G4151  
Mat 28:20  Teaching G1321  them G1473  to give heed to G5083  
all G3956  as much as G3745  I gave charge G1781  to you. G1473  
And G2532  behold, G2400  I G1473  
[2with G3326  3you G1473  1am] G1510.2.1  all G3956  the G3588  
days G2250  until G2193  the G3588  completion G4930  of 
the G3588  age. G165  Amen. G281  
 

+$-&2;7$;(.#$3&$&66#'$38#$6&;;&-(")$;(3#',;$3',"/;,3(&"$&6$W,338#-$
>YK@XP>?,K$$$

 
63	The	Apostolic	Bible	Polyglot	translation	

https://www.atchriststable.oirg/
verseid:40.28.19
num:G4198
num:G3767
num:G3100
num:G3956
num:G3588
num:G1484
num:G907
num:G1473
num:G1519
num:G3588
num:G3686
num:G3588
num:G3962
num:G2532
num:G3588
num:G5207
num:G2532
num:G3588
num:G39
num:G4151
verseid:40.28.20
num:G1321
num:G1473
num:G5083
num:G3956
num:G3745
num:G1781
num:G1473
num:G2532
num:G2400
num:G1473
num:G3326
num:G1473
num:G3956
num:G3588
num:G2250
num:G2193
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num:G4930
num:G3588
num:G165
num:G281
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IU&(")*$7(/0(4;#$,;;$4#&4;#/*$1,43(a(")$38#%$+V$GHb$V:Wb$&6$38#$
6,38#'*$,"7$38#$9&"*$,"7$38#$H&;5$94('(3*$3#,08(")$38#%$3&$&1/#'B#$
,;;$38,3$+$8,B#$0&%%,"7#7$5&2DJ'*$$$
$
+"$38#$U'##.$3#\3*$38#'#$(/$&"#$(%4#',3(B#$B#'1$_-(38&23$,$"&2"`$
,"7$38'##$4,'3(0(4;#/D$G8#$(%4#',3(B#$B#'1$(/$38#$-&'7$38,3$3#;;/$2/$
-8,3$3&$7&D$G8#$38'##$4,'3(0(4;#/$3#;;$2/$8&-$3&$7&$(3D$G8#$
(%4#',3(B#$B#'1$(/$I7(/0(4;#JQ$,"7$38#$38'##$4,'3(0(4;#/$,'#$I)&(")J*$
I1,43(a(")J$,"7$I3#,08(")JD'&$$
$
I7(/0(4;#JK$
$
:),("*$38(/$(/$"&3$,$"&2"*$"&'$,"$&1T#03D$+3$(/$,"$(%4#',3(B#$B#'1$
-(38&23$,$"&2"$&'$,"$&1T#03D$+3$(/$"&3$,$'#/2;3$&6$&2'$I%,.(")J$
/&%#38(")D$+3$(/$,$0&%%,"7$F$I7(/0(4;#JD$G8(/$(/$38#$(%4#',3(B#$
B#'1$3#;;(")$2/$-8,3$3&$7&$F$I7(/0(4;#JD$N23$8&-^$
$

 
64	I recommend another article by Kenny Burchard: “Greek-Geeking the Great Commission”.  
http://thinktheology.org/2013/11/07/greek-geeking-the-great-commission-in-matthew/	
65 “disciple”: mathayteusatay - μαθητεύσατε. 1. “going”:  poreuthentes – πορευθέντες 2. 
“baptizing”: baptidzontes – βαπτίζοντες 3. “teaching”:  didaskontes – διδάσκοντες  
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W,338#-$-'&3#$8(/$)&/4#;$3&$,$<#-(/8$,27(#"0#$-8&*$;(.#$<#/2/$
H(%/#;6*$-#'#$)'&2"7#7$("$38#$I98#%,J$6&2"7$("$d#23#'&"&%5$
gKZPXK$
$
4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one. 5 Love 
the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give 
you today are to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them on your 
children. Talk about them when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
8 Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on your 
foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and 
on your gates.” 
$
I)&(")JK$
$
IU&J*$("$38#$U'##.$3#\3$(/$"&3$,$B#'1$123$,$4,'3(0(4;#D$IU&(")J$(/$38#$
%&'#$;(3#',;$,"7$,002',3#$3',"/;,3(&"D$:/$(/$0;#,';5$7#4(03#7$("$38#$
I98#%,J*$38#$E&'7$("3#"7#7$38,3$38#$7(/0(4;(")$&6$H(/$4#&4;#$-,/$
3&$3,.#$4;,0#$I,/$5&2$)&J$P$I,/$5&2$)&$,1&23$38#$B,'(&2/$
,03(B(3(#/$&6$5&2'$;(6#JD$$$$
$
$
$
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I1,43(a(")J$=$I3#,08(")JK$
$$$
IN,43(a(")J$,"7$I3#,08(")J$("$38#$U'##.$3#\3$,'#$"&3$B#'1/$123$,'#$
4,'3(0(4;#/D$G8#$0&%1("#7$%#,"(")$(/$1#(")$(%%#'/#7$("3&$L8'(/3$
,"7$H(/$3#,08(")D$:),("*$6'&%$38#$98#%,*$-8(08$<#/2/$0#'3,(";5$
-8&;#8#,'3#7;5$#%1',0#7*$-#$0,"$/##$38,3$U&7O/$("3#"3(&"$-,/$
38,3$H(/$4#&4;#$-&2;7$1#$I1,43(a#7J$&'$(%%#'/#7$("$H(%/#;6$
38'&2)8$,$1,43(/%*$,/$(3$-#'#*$,"7$,"$(%%#'/(&"$("$H(/$

-&'7D''$$$$$
$
G&$1#$1,43(a#7$("$GHb$V:Wb$_&'$I",%#/J`$&6$U&7$(/$3&$1#$
(%%#'/#7$("$H(/$LH:c:LGbc*$,"7$3&$1#$&B#'-8#;%#7$("$38#$
#\4#'(#"0#$&6$H(/$S!Rbc$,"7$:eGH!c+Gh$F$3&$8,B#$&"#O/$;(6#$
3&3,;;5$1,38#7$("$38#$4#'/&",;$#\4#'(#"0#$&6$:;%()835$U&7$F$
#\4#'(#"0(")$38#$'#,;(35$&6$H(/$S!Rbc$,"7$:eGH!c+Gh$("$38#$
/4('(3$'#,;%*$#,'38;5$'#,;%$,"7$-(38("$38#$'#,;%$&6$&"#O/$&-"$
1#(")*$,"7$3&$("3(%,3#;5$#\4#'(#"0#$38#$1#,235$&6$H(/$V:Gecb$
,"7$LH:c:LGbcD$V,%#;5$F$G!$lV!R$U!d$,"7$;(B#$8#'#$,"7$
"&-$("$H(/$l(")7&%m$“Eternal Life$F$38#$E(6#$&6$38#$b3#'",;$!"#$P$
is KNOWING GOD.”'"$:238#"3(0$L8'(/3(,"(35$(/$'#0#(B(")$38#$

 
66 With the New Covenant a baptism in His Spirit is also given.  
67	John	17:3	
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“Word of Life”*$1#(")$1&'"$&6$“the living and abiding Word of 

God”'(*$,"7$1#(")$(%%#'/#7$("3&$38#$.(")7&%$&6$U&7$8#'#$,"7$
"&-*$-8(08$-(;;$0&"3("2#$("3&$38#$,)#$3&$0&%#D$$
$
+"7##7*$-8#"$38#$,4&/3;#/$<&8"$,"7$S,2;$-'(3#$&6$38#('$4#'/&",;$
,"7$0&;;#03(B#$#\4#'(#"0#$&6$“the Word of Life”$,"7$“the Word 

of Christ”*$-&2;7$"&3$38#$4(032'#$38#5$,'#$7#4(03(")$-(38$38#('$
-&'7/$1#$1#/3$7#/0'(1#7$,/$1#(")$I1,43(a#7$("$H(/$V,%#$,"7$
G#,08(")$F$38,3$(/$3&$/,5*$3&3,;;5$(%%#'/#7$("$L8'(/3$,"7$H(/$

N&75^m')$$
$
“What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we 
have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched 
with our hands, concerning the Word of Life - and the life was 
manifested, and we have seen and testify and proclaim to you 
the eternal life, which was with the Father and was manifested 
to us - what we have seen and heard we proclaim to you also, so 
that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our 
fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ”. 
These things we write, so that our joy may be made complete.J$

1 John 1:1-4 

 
68 1 Peter 1:23 ESV 
69 For a more complete discussion of this view of “baptism in Christ”, I highly recommend “The 
Papal and Hierarchical System compared with the Religion of the New Testament” by John 
Gurney (1843).  

https://www.atchriststable.oirg/


__________________________________ 
The Vineyard of the Lord 

W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2019) ~ https://www.AtChristsTable.oirg 

44	

“Let the Word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all 
wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 
thankfulness in your hearts to God.J$ Colossians 3:16$
 
Matthew 28:20b: 
 

“to observe (things) all that I have commanded”D"$$$

$
+$38(".$38,3$%&/3$3',"/;,3(&"/$'()83;5$0&%%2"(0,3#$38,3$38#$)&,;$&6$
7(/0(4;#/8(4$(/$38,3$7(/0(4;#/$&6$L8'(/3$-&2;7$&1/#'B#$P$&1#5*$7&$P$
-8,3$<#/2/$8,/$0&%%,"7#7D$N23$;#3O/$0&"/(7#'$&38#'$&'$,77(3(&",;$
%#,"(")/$-(38("$<#/2/O$-&'7/K$$$$$

$

“to give heed to G5083  all G3956  as much as G3745  I gave 
charge G1781  to you.”71 
 

In$3&$-,308$&B#'*$.##4$,"7$)2,'7"!$,;;$38,3$+$8,B#$423$("$5&2'$
08,')#"%JD$$$
$

 
70 NASB, NKJV, ESV, AMP 
71 The Apostolic Bible Polyglot translation. 
72 Greek: tereo, Strong’s # 5083. 
73 Strong’s # 1781 
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G8(/$,77/$,$/#"/#$&6$38#$E&'7$)(B(")$H(/$7(/0(4;#/$,$'#/4&"/(1(;(35$
&6$4'#/#'B(")$38#$8#'(3,)#$H#$8,7$#"3'2/3#7$3&$38#%$F$H(/$
3#,08(")/$– “the faith that was once for all entrusted to the 

saints.”74$F$4'#0(/#;5*$,238#"3(0$L8'(/3(,"(35D$G8(/$B#'/#$1'(")/$3&$
%("7$&38#'$B#'/#/$-8(08$,;/&$/4#,.$&6$7(/0(4;#/8(4K$$$
$
G8(/$(/$-8,3$38#$,4&/3;#$S,2;$-'&3#$3&$&"#$&6$8(/$7(/0(4;#/K$
“O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you.”"&$d(/0(4;#/$
&6$L8'(/3$,'#$3&$-,308$&B#'*$.##4$,"7$)2,'7$-8,3$38#$E&'7$8,/$
#"3'2/3#7$3&$38#%$,"7$423$("$38#('$08,')#D$$$$$$$
$
:;/&*$38(/$(/$-8,3$38#$94('(3$&6$38#$E&'7$/,(7$3&$+/,(,8$,"7$38#$
7(/0(4;#/$38#$E&'7$8,7$)(B#"$8(%K$“Bind up the testimony, seal 

the law among My disciples”D"'$c#),'7(")$38(/$B#'/#*$+$&66#'$38(/$
0&%%#"3,'5$3,.#"$6'&%$%5$,'3(0;#*$A Remnant Will ReturnK$

"Among My Disciples"  

“The Holy Spirit directed that the word be "bound and sealed" 
"among My disciples". Why? While the Lord desires all people to 
be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth",77 He entrusts 

 
74 Jude 3 New English Translation (NET) 
75 1 Timothy 6:20 
76 Isaiah 8:16 
77 1 Timothy 2:4 
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His "treasures of wisdom and knowledge" to His true disciples as 
curators of His word, while His knowledge and truth are "bound 
and sealed" away from others.”  

“In His Parable of the Pearl the Lord depicted His true disciples in 
this way: ‘Upon finding one pearl of great value, (they) sell all that 
(they) have and buy it.’78 Those who are truly disciples of Christ 
recognize and revere the “great value of the pearl”. This is what 
Jesus said to His disciples: ‘To you it has been granted to know the 
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been 
granted.... blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because 
they hear.’79 In this way, the word of God is "bound and sealed" 
"among His disciples", and "bound and sealed" away from others. 
The difference has to do with recognizing and believing4 the 
precious value of what God has to say and give. As Peter said: 
‘This precious value, then, is for you who believe.’80 So, "the teaching"5 
is "bound and sealed" "among My disciples" because it is 
precious to them.”  

“Those who ‘continue in the word of Christ, are truly disciples of 
Christ; they will know the truth, and the truth will make them free.’81 In 
comparison to the majority in the conventional churches, the true 
disciples of Christ have a spiritual abundance with regards to 
authentic knowledge of God, His word, and His ways. Yet, their 
"glory" is not in flaunting their spiritual "wisdom", or their 

 
78 Matthew 13:46) 
79 Cf. Matthew 13:10-17 
80 1 Peter 2:7	
81 John 8:31-32 
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spiritual "power", or their spiritual "riches". They are deeply 
mindful that the preciousness and privilege which have been 
given to them is that they "know and understand" God.”82   

 

The Promise of  Discipleship: Knowing God 
$
G8#$4'&%(/#$&6$d(/0(4;#/8(4$(/$"&38(")$;#//$38,"$38#$4'&%(/#$&6$
38#$V#-$L&B#","3K$lV!R+VU$U!dD$R85$7&$+$/,5$38,3^$M('/3;5$
1#0,2/#*$38,3O/$38#$'#0&'7#7$4'&48#3(0$4'&%(/#$&6$38#$V#-$
L&B#","3K$“They all shall KNOW ME.”83$9#0&"7;5$1#0,2/#*$38,3$
(/$38#$4'&%(/#$<#/2/$%,7#$3&$H(/$7(/0(4;#/K$“If you love Me , you 
will keep My commandments”84….  He who has My 
commandments and keeps them is the one who loves Me; 
and he who loves Me will be loved by My Father, and I will 
love him and will disclose Myself to him85….  If anyone loves 
Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and 
We will come to him and make Our abode with him.”('$
$
+"$38(/$4,//,)#*$38#$E&'7$/4#,./$&6$.##4(")$H(/$0&%%,"7%#"3/D$
+"$38#$U'##.$3#\3*$38(/$(/$#\,03;5$38#$/,%#$-&'7$H#$;,3#'$2/#7$("$

 
82 Jeremiah 9:23-24 
83 Jeremiah 31:34 
84 John 14:15 
85 John 14:21	
86 John 14:23 
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38#$U'#,3$L&%%(//(&"K$“… teaching them to observe all that I 

commanded you….”("$$
$
+3$(/$0;#,'$38,3$38#$42'4&/#$&6$d(/0(4;#/8(4$(/$E&B(")$!1#7(#"0#$F$
&1#5(")$38#$E&'7$1#0,2/#$-#$;&B#$H(%D$N23$"&3(0#$38,3$<#/2/$/,(7$
38#$&230&%#$&6$38(/$;&B(")$&1#7(#"0#$-&2;7$1#$38'##P6&;7K$$
@`$R#$-(;;$1#$;&B#7$15$1&38$<#/2/$,"7$38#$M,38#'D$$
>`$<#/2/$-(;;$I7(/0;&/#J$F$I'#B#,;J(($P$H(%/#;6$3&$2/D$$
C`$<#/2/$,"7$38#$M,38#'$-(;;$7-#;;$-(38("$2/$_G8#('$94('(3$("$&2'$
/4('(3`D$$$
$
N23$/2'#;5$(3$(/$3'2#$38,3$<#/2/$,"7$38#$M,38#'$;&B#$,;;$38&/#$("$38#$
-&';7K$“God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten 

Son….”()$9&*$-#$0,"$2"7#'/3,"7$-85$“Judas (not Iscariot) said 
to Him, ‘Lord, what then has happened that You are going to 
disclose Yourself to us and not to the world?’”)$$+"$'#/4&"/#$3&$
38(/*$<#/2/$/(%4;5$'#4#,3#7$-8,3$H#$8,7$4'#B(&2/;5$/,(7$F$-8(08$
(/$38#$0&"7(3(&"$&6$38#$4'&%(/#$F$/4#0(6(0,;;5K$“If anyone loves Me 

he will keep my word.”)#$$$$$$$$
 

87	Greek:	tereo,	Strong’s	#	5083.	
88 Likely a better translation of the Greek word, emphanzio, Strong’s # 1718. Not merely disclose 
through words, but manifest to the sight, reveal in person. (M.R. Vincent) 
89 John 3:16 
90 John 14:22 
91 John 14:23	
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$
G8(/$(/$38#$2"7#'/3,"7(")K$U&7$;&B#/$,;;$38&/#$("$38#$-&';7*$,"7$
7#/('#/$3&$'#B#,;$H(%/#;6$3&$38#%$,"7$7-#;;$-(38("$38#%D$N23$&";5$
38&/#$-8&$&1#5$,"7$;&B#$H(%$,'#$,1;#$3&$'#0&)"(a#$H(%*$'#0#(B#$
H(/$;&B#*$,"7$#\4#'(#"0#$H(/$("7-#;;(")$4'#/#"0#D$G8(/$"##7$"&3$
0,2/#$2/$3&$/32%1;#$38#&;&)(0,;;5D$S&//(1;5*$38(/$%,5$8#;4$2/$
2"7#'/3,"7K$:$4,'#"3$;&B#/$,$08(;7D$G8#$08(;7$;&B#/$38#$4,'#"3D$N23$
-8#"$38#'#$(/$,$%,33#'$&6$7(/&1#7(#"0#*$38#'#$(/$,$I1,''(#'J$("$38#$
'#;,3(&"/8(4D$G8#$4,'#"3O/$;&B#$7&#/"O3$0#,/#Q$123$38#$08(;7O/$
#\4#'(#"0#$&6$38#$;&B#$(/$&1/3'203#7*$,"7$6&'$38#$08(;7*$38#$-8&;#$
&6$38#$'#;,3(&"/8(4$(/$%('#7$2"3(;$38#$%,33#'$(/$'#/&;B#7$38'&2)8$
'#4#"3,"0#$,"7$6&')(B#"#//D$$$$$
$
N23$,),("*$6&'$38#$;&B(")*$&1#7(#"3$7(/0(4;#$&6$L8'(/3*$38(/$(/$38#$
38'##P6&;7$4'&%(/#$&6$L8'(/3K$$$
@`$E(B(")$("$38#$&"P)&(")$#\4#'(#"0#$&6$38#$;&B#$&6$<#/2/$,"7$38#$
M,38#'D$$
>`$c#0#(B(")$&"P)&(")$'#B#;,3(&"$&6$L8'(/3D$$
C`$b\4#'(#"0(")$38#$("P7-#;;(")$&6$<#/2/$,"7$38#$M,38#'$_G8#('$
94('(3$("$&2'$/4('(3`D)!$$$
$

 
92 Being “in Christ” and having “Christ in you”. 
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L&"/(7#'(")$38#/#$B,'(&2/$V#-$G#/3,%#"3$/0'(432'#/*$+$38(".$(3$
,002',3#$3&$/,5$38,3$38(/$38'##P6&;7$/3,3#%#"3$(/$/2%%,'(a#7$15$
-8,3$38#$H&;5$94('(3$4'&48#/(#7$("$38#$!;7$G#/3,%#"3$/0'(432'#K$
“They all shall KNOW ME”.)%$G8(/$(/$1&38$38#$4'&%(/#$&6$38#$
V#-$L&B#","3$F$,"7$38#$4'&%(/#$&6$d(/0(4;#/8(4D$
$
N23$"&-*$;#3O/$0&"3("2#$&"$-(38$%&'#$,1&23$H!R$G!$d+9L+SEb$F$
In Light of the New CovenantD$
 

 
93 Jeremiah 31:34 
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Discipling in Light of the New Covenant 
+

31 “Behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the 
house of Judah, 32 not like the covenant which I made with their 
fathers in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of 
the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I 
was a husband to them,” declares the Lord. 33 “But this is the 
covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days,” declares the Lord, “I will put My law within them and on 
their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they shall 
be My people. 34 They will not teach again, each man his 
neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for 
they will all know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of 
them,” declares the Lord, “for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
their sin I will remember no more.”$Jeremiah 31:31-34$
$
:/$4'#B(&2/;5$/3,3#7*$38#$4'&%(/#$&6$d(/0(4;#/8(4$(/$"&38(")$;#//$
38,"$38#$4'&%(/#$&6$38#$V#-$L&B#","3K$lV!R+VU$U!dD$
G8#'#6&'#*$("$;()83$&6$38#$V#-$L&B#","3*$38#$)&,;$&6$7(/0(4;(")$
/8&2;7$,;/&$1#$G!$lV!R$U!d$P$"&3$3&$%,.#$/&%#&"#$("3&$
/&%#$4'#P0&"0#(B#7$(%,)#$&6$-8,3$,$I7(/0(4;#J$/8&2;7$;&&.$;(.#D$$
$
d(/0(4;(")$("$;()83$&6$38#$V#-$L&B#","3$(/$"&3$8,B(")$/&%#&"#$7&$
38(/$&'$38,3D$V#(38#'$(/$(3$8,B(")$/&%#&"#$;(B#$38(/$-,5$&'$38,3$-,5D$
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G8(/$(/$!;7$L&B#","3$F$I,00&'7(")$3&$38#$;#33#'JD)*$d(/0(4;(")$("$
;()83$&6$38#$V#-$L&B#","3$(/$%&7#;(")$5&2'$."&-;#7)#$&6$38#$

H&;5$!"#$-(38$/&%#&"#$P$/8,'(")$-(38$/&%#&"#$5&2'$

'#;,3(&"/8(4$-(38$38#$E&'7D$$

$
+6*$38'&2)8$B,'(&2/$%#,"/$,"7$%#38&7/*$+$4'#/0'(1#$6&'$/&%#&"#$
3&$7&$&'$38,3*$&'$;(B#$38(/$-,5$&'$38,3$-,5*$38#"$+$8,B#$%&7#;#7$38#$
W&/#/$&6$38#$!;7$L&B#","3*$"&3$38#$<#/2/$&6$38#$V#-$L&B#","3D$+$
8,B#$I4;,5#7$U&7J$F$+$8,B#$,03#7$,/$38#('$;&'7$F$2/2'4(")$38#$
94('(3$&6$L8'(/3D$$$$
$
N23*$38'&2)8$/8,'(")$%5$."&-;#7)#$,"7$#\4#'(#"0#$&6$U&7*$(6$+$
0,"$8#;4$02;3(B,3#$/&%#&"#O/$4#'/&",;$'#;,3(&"/8(4$-(38$U&7*$

,"7$8#;4$"2'32'#$/&%#&"#O/$#\4#'(#"3(,;$."&-;#7)#$&6$U&7*$
38#"$38#$94('(3$&6$L8'(/3$0,"$%&;7$38,3$&"#$("3&$38#$2"(]2#$
I7(/0(4;#J$-8(08$H#$-&2;7$8,B#$8(%$3&$1#D$:"7$38,3$7(/0(4;#$&6$
L8'(/3$-(;;$'#/4&"7$3&$38#$94('(3$&6$L8'(/3$P$15$;(B(")$&23$U&7O/$-(;;$P$
2"(]2#$3&$8(/$;(6#D$U&7$-(;;$1#$);&'(6(#7*$"&3$%#$P$,"7$"&3$%5$
4,'3(02;,'$7(/0(4;#/8(4$%#38&7&;&)5D$$$$$$
$
$

 
94	2	Corinthians	2:6-11	
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Servants of a New Covenant  
- “not of the letter, but of the Spirit” 

$
3 “Being manifested that you are a letter of Christ, cared for by 
us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, 
not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. 4 Such 
confidence we have through Christ toward God. 5 Not that we 
are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from 
ourselves, but our adequacy is from God, 6 who also made us 
adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of 
the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.”$$

2 Corinthians 3:3-6 
$
V#-$L&B#","3$7(/0(4;#/8(4$(/$,$%("(/3'5$“not of the letter, but of 

the Spirit”D$V#-$L&B#","3$7(/0(4;(")$0,""&3$1#$I&6$38#$;#33#'J$F$
38,3$(/*$"&3$38'&2)8$38#$(%4&/(3(&"$&6$B,'(&2/$%#,"/$,"7$%#38&7/*$
1#0,2/#$38#$I;#33#'J$F$(%4&/#7$#\3#'",;;5$24&"$38#$7(/0(4;#$P$
1'(")/$7#,38D$G8(/$(/$V!G$3&$/,5$38,3$38#$3#,08(")$&6$/0'(432'#$(/$
"&3$#%4;&5#7$("$7(/0(4;(")D$N23$38(/$+9$3&$/,5$38,3$(3$(/$&";5$38#$
94('(3$&6$L8'(/3$F$'#/(7(")$("3#'",;;5$("$38#$7(/0(4;#$P$-8&$0,"$1'(")$
38#$-&'7$&6$L8'(/3$("3&$38#$8#,'3$,"7$;(6#$&6$,$7(/0(4;#)&*$%,.(")$(3$,$
;(B(")$,"7$%,"(6#/3$I;#33#'$&6$L8'(/3JD$IG8#$94('(3$)(B#/$;(6#JD$
G8#'#6&'#*$("$7(/0(4;(")*$38#'#$%2/3$,;-,5/$1#$,$/#"/(3(B(35$3&*$,$

 
95 The Word of Christ dwelling internally: Jeremiah 31:33-34; Hebrews 8:10-11; Romans 10:17; 
Colossians 3:16. 
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4#'0#(B(")$&6*$,"7$,$0&P;,1&'(")$-(38$38#$-&'.(")$&6$38#$H&;5$94('(3$
("$38#$;(6#$&6$38#$7(/0(4;#D$$$
$
The Discipline of Discipleship:  

Abiding in the Word of Christ  
 

:/$%208$,/$+$,%$#\0(3#7$15$,"7$0&%%(33#7$3&$,$V#-$L&B#","3$
,44'&,08$3&$7(/0(4;#/8(4*$+$-&2;7$1#$,%(//$3&$)(B#$38#$(%4'#//(&"$
38,3$+$7#B,;2#$38#$"#0#//(35$&6$/4('(32,;$7(/0(4;("#/D$+$38(".$38#$.#5$
(/$,44'&,08(")$38#$/4('(32,;$7(/0(4;("#*$"&3$,/$#%4;&5(")$,$
%#38&7&;&)5*$123$',38#'$,/$02;3(B,3(")$,$'#;,3(&"/8(4$-(38$L8'(/3D$+3$
(/$#//#"3(,;;5$,;;&-(")$<#/2/$3&$1#$E&'7$&6$&"#O/$;(B#$F$("$'#,;(35D$+3$
(/$)(B(")$38#$94('(3$&6$L8'(/3$&44&'32"(35$F$38,3$(/*$3(%#$,"7$#"#')5$
/4#"3$("$/4('(3*$/&2;*$,"7$1&75$F$3&$"2'32'#$,"7$02;3(B,3#$&"#O/$;(6#D$$
$
:$4'(%,'5$/4('(32,;$7(/0(4;("#$("$7(/0(4;#/8(4$(/$/3275$&6$38#$R&'7$
&6$L8'(/3D$:$I7(/0(4;#J)'$(/$;(3#',;;5$,$I;#,'"#'J)"D$U'##.$/08&;,'*$
RDbD$f("#*$/,5/$38,3$38#$-&'7$7#"&3#/$I&"#$-8&$6&;;&-/$&"#O/$
3#,08(")JD$IG8#$6#;;&-/8(4$&6$38#$94('(3J$,"7$/3275$&6$38#$R&'7$&6$
L8'(/3$,'#$38#$3-&$("3#)',;$0&%4&"#"3/$&6$7(/0(4;#/8(4D$G8#'#$(/$"&$

 
96	Greek:	mathes,	Strong’s	#	3101	
97	W.E.	Vine’s	Expository	Dictionary	of	Biblical	Words	
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7(/0(4;#/8(4$-(38&23$;#,'"(")$38'&2)8$3#,08(")/$,"7$/3275D$:$
7(/0(4;#$&6$L8'(/3$(/$7#B&3#7$3&$;#,'"(")$38#$R&'7$&6$L8'(/3D$$$
$
“If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of 
Mine.”98  
$
:00&'7(")$3&$U'##.$/08&;,'*$<,%#/$93'&")*$38#$U'##.$-&'7$
3',"/;,3#7$J0&"3("2#J))$(/$I,$4'(%,'5$B#'1Q$3&$/3,5*$,1(7#*$0&"3("2#*$
7-#;;*$#"72'#*$1#$4'#/#"3*$'#%,("*$/3,"7JD$S,'3(02;,';5$38#$-&'7/$
I1#$4'#/#"3J*$I,1(7#J$,"7$I7-#;;J$0&""&3#$1#(")$1,43(a#7$F$
(%%#'/#7$F$("$38#$3#,08(")/$&6$L8'(/3D$$
$
<#/2/$G:eUHG$H(/$7(/0(4;#/D$:"7$H#$("/3'203#7$H(/$,4&/3;#/$3&$
3#,08$,;;$38,3$H#$8,7$#"3'2/3#7$3&$38#%D#$$$G8#$6('/3$0#"32'5$
7(/0(4;#/$-#'#$I0&"3("2,;;5$7#B&3(")$38#%/#;B#/$3&$,4&/3;#/O$
3#,08(")JD#$#$!"#$;(3#',;$3',"/;,3(&"$'#"7#'/$38,3$48',/#$,/$/208K 
Act 2:42  And they were G1510.7.6 G1161  attending 
constantly G4342  in the G3588  teaching G1322  of the G3588  
apostles. G652 102  

 
98 John 8:31b 
99 Greek: meno, Strong’s # 3306.	
100 Matthew 28:20 
101 Acts 2:42 
102 The Apostolic Bible Polyglot  
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G8(/$'#"7#'(")$4&//(1;5$'#6#'/$3&$,33#"7(")$3#,08(")/$3,.(")$4;,0#$
("$38#$3#%4;#$,"7$("$8&2/#/D#$%$N23$-8,3$(/$&6$%&'#$/()"(6(0,"0#$
-,/$38#$4'#0#7#"0#$4;,0#7$&"$3#,08(")$,"7$/3275K$G8#$48',/#$
I,33#"7(")$0&"/3,"3;5J$%,5$,;/&$1#$3',"/;,3#7K$I#,'"#/3$3&-,'7/J$
&'$I0&"/3,"3;5$7(;()#"3$3&J#$*$F$3#,08(")$,"7$/3275D$N23$-8,3$-#'#$
38#$,4&/3;#/$3#,08(")^$+6$5&2$8,7$6&;;&-#7$<#/2/$6&'$C$o$5#,'/$
,"7$;(/3#"#7$3&$H(/$3#,08(")/*$-8,3$-&2;7$5&2$3#,08^#$&$!6$
0&2'/#m$F$38#5$3,2)83$-8,3$<#/2/$3,2)83$38#%D$+$-(;;$7(/02//$
62'38#'$38#$3#'%$I:4&/3&;(0$G#,08(")J$;,3#'$("$38(/$,'3(0;#D$$$$
$
The Discipline of Discipleship:  

“The Fellowship of the Spirit”#$'D$$
$

&%./01%2345516%46%731/513%815/49%:6%;$.1%<199:2=.4>%:?%5.1%
'>4345@!"#%46%/6:5.13%/354A91B%CD5%.131%&%2:D98%94E1%5:%FD:51%
5.4=%1GA13>5H%
%% “True fellowship does not originate in people. It originates 
in the Holy Spirit. It is something He gives to us. It is a gift of the 

 
103 Acts 2:46; 5:42. Later, the apostle Paul also taught in a “school” (Acts 19:9-10) and in houses 
(Acts 20:20).    
104 Greek: proskartereo, Strong’s # 4342. (Strong’s Greek Dictionary)  
105 Or better: “If you are a disciple of Christ, what should you teach?”			
106 2 Corinthians 13:14; Philippians 2:1.	
107	A	recorded	version	is	posted	on	YouTube:	
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oqqgLoR1u94	A	complimentary	.pdf	copy	can	be	
obtained	by	emailing:	AtChristsTable@gmail.com		
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Spirit. In the phrase “the fellowship of the Spirit”, the 
preposition “of” designates genitive case, showing possession. 
There are many uses of the genitive case in Greek. In 
commentaries, I find much variance of opinion regarding the 
particular uses of the genitive case in certain passages. Personally, 
I’m inclined to see this as a possessive genitive, that is to say, the 
fellowship belongs to the Holy Spirit. According to Kenneth 
Wuest, this is certainly the case in a related verse in 1 Corinthians 
1:9 he says: ‘It is the possessive genitive here, namely, into a 
communion or joint-participation belonging to His Son…’108 I 
would tend to give a similar interpretation to Philippians 2:1.  

But, it may be subjective genitive, that is to say, the fellowship 
is something the Holy Spirit is doing. And, it may also be plenary 
genitive, that is to say, the fellowship is something both we and 
the Holy Spirit are doing. I’m blessed by all three possibilities! 

Kenneth Wuest describes “the fellowship of the Spirit” in 
this way: ‘A common interest and a mutual and active 
participation in the things of God in which the believer and the 
Holy Spirit are joint-participants’.109 And we can summarize W.E. 
Vines comments on “the fellowship of the Spirit” in this way: A 
mutual companionship between the Holy Spirit and ourselves, in 
which we have communion and two-way communication with 
the Holy Spirit as a means of partaking of the life of the Spirit.110 It 

 
108	Wuest	Word	Studies:	Untranslatable	Riches,	p.	98-99		
109	Word	Studies:	Philippians,	p.57	
110	Expository	Dictionary	of	Biblical	Words	
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is “life in the Spirit”, or what the Scripture refers to as “walking in 
the Spirit” and “praying in the Spirit”111. 

 
Fellowship is not primarily something taking place 

BETWEEN people. It is something which people are participating 
together IN. Fellowship is not merely sharing with one another. 
Fellowship is sharing or participating together in something 
which we have in common. And that “something” which people 
are participating together in is the life of the Holy Spirit.  

For the Holy Spirit is the only One who gives the life of 
Christ which sustains His Body.112 Jesus also told us that the Holy 
Spirit would ‘take of what is Mine and declare it to you’.113 So, “the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit” is people participating in what the 
Holy Spirit is saying and doing – He shares with us the life of 
Christ, and we share that with one another.  
 So, the fellowship of the Spirit has to do with our personal 
relationship with the Holy Spirit and our personal devotional life, 
consisting of the various spiritual disciplines, which John Wesley 
referred to as ‘holy habits’.”114 
$
G8#$;(6#$!M$38#$94('(3$,"7$;(6#$+V$38#$94('(3$(/$7#6("(3(B#$&6$38#$V#-$
L&B#","3D$d(/0(4;(")$%#38&7&;&)(#/$0,"$"#B#'$%#,/2'#$24$3&$

 
111	I	agree	with	the	distinction	made	between	“praying	in	the	Spirit”	and	“praying	with	the	
spirit”	by	Arthur	Wallace	in	his	book,	“Pray	in	the	Spirit”.	“In	the	Spirit”:	Ephesians	6:18;	
Jude	1:20.	“With	the	spirit”:	1	Corinthians	14:14-15.			
112	John	6:63;	2	Corinthians	3:6	
113	John	16:13-15	
114 The Fellowship of the Spirit, pp.17-20. 
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V#-$L&B#","3$d(/0(4;#/8(4D$h#3*$38#'#$(/$7(/0(4;("#*$("$38#$/#"/#$
&6$%,.(")$&"#/#;6$,B,(;,1;#$3&$38#$94('(3$F$1&38$38#$&"#$1#(")$
7(/0(4;#7$,"7$38#$&"#$7(/0(4;(")D$
$
 
The Context of Discipleship: Life 
$
G8#/#$,'#$38#$-&'7/$&6$38#$,4&/3;#$S,2;K$“The Spirit gives 

life”D##&$G8#/#$,'#$,;/&$38#$-&'7/$&6$<#/2/$3&$H(/$7(/0(4;#/K$“The 

Spirit gives life.”##'$+$0,""&3$#\4'#//$8&-$/()"(6(0,"3$(3$(/$3&$
2"7#'/3,"7$I;(6#$,/$,$4'("0(4;#J$("$&'7#'$3&$2"7#'/3,"7$38#$V#-$
L&B#","3$F$,"7$V#-$L&B#","3$d(/0(4;#/8(4D$IE(6#$,/$,$4'("0(4;#J$
(/$38#$B#'5$",32'#$&6$38#$V#-$L&B#","3$,"7$38,3$-8(08$
7(/3(")2(/8#/$(3$6'&%$38#$!;7$L&B#","3D##"$c#),'7(")$I;(6#$,/$,$
4'("0(4;#J*$+$-&2;7$;(.#$3&$&66#'$38(/$#\0#'43$6'&%$%5$,'3(0;#$The 

Fellowship of the SpiritK$

$
“The fact that the Spirit gives life is inherent to the 

fellowship of the Spirit. In other words, in order to understand 

 
115 2 Corinthians 3:6b 
116 John 6:63a	
117	As I endeavored to communicate in the article, The Fellowship of the Spirit, as well as the 
series of articles, A New & Living Way, the lack of understanding “life as a principle” has the 
majority of church ministries still operating under the veil of the Old Covenant. In contrast to 
being according to “the letter”, New Covenant church life “according to the Spirit” is “organic”.   
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the fellowship of the Spirit, we must also understand the life of 
the Spirit. So, by way of introduction, I’d like to discuss what I am 
going to refer to as “Life as a Principle”:   

Jesus said: “I came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly.”118 God created human beings to live life in “a trinity 
of dimensions”: physical, mental/emotional, and spiritual.   

Those who are not “born of the Spirit”, that is, those who are 
not regenerated119, essentially do not experience life in the 
spiritual dimension, which is the source and reality behind the 
physical, mental, and emotional dimensions.  They live life on a 
superficial level, unaware of the realities of the spiritual realms. 
The apostle John said: “He who has the Son has the life; he who 
does not have the Son of God does not have the life.”120   

When Jesus spoke of “having (life) abundantly”, I believe 
He essentially meant continuously receiving the spiritual life of 
God from the Holy Spirit. I use the word “continuously” because 
of what is expressed in Jesus’ saying, which He quoted from the 
Old Testament: “Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 
word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.”121 The tense of the 
Greek verb translated “proceeds” is the present continuous sense122, 
implying that the Creator God is continually creating life by His 
words as He did in the beginning. The “fellowship of the Spirit” 
is “walking in the Spirit”, participating in the “Spirit of Life in 

 
118	John	10:10	
119	John	3:3-8	
120	1	John	5:12		
121	Matthew	4:4;	Deuteronomy	8:3	
122	Greek:	ekporeuomi,	Strong’s	#	1607	

https://www.atchriststable.oirg/


__________________________________ 
The Vineyard of the Lord 

W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2019) ~ https://www.AtChristsTable.oirg 

61	

Christ Jesus”123, and continuously receiving His words that are 
“spirit and life”124.  

 
The idea that Christianity is first and foremost participation 

in the life of the Spirit, was germane to apostolic evangelism: An 
angel instructed the apostles: "Go, stand and speak to the people 
in the temple the whole message of this Life."125  

Let’s look further into Jesus’ statement:  
“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing; the 
words that I have spoken to you are spirit and are life.” 
 “It is the Spirit who gives life….” The Greek word that is 
translated “life” here is zoe.126 Of this word, W.E. Vine says: ‘Zoe 
is used in the New Testament of life as a principle, life in the 
absolute sense, life as God has it, that which the Father has in 
Himself, and which He gave to the Incarnate Son to have in 
Himself. (John 5:26)’127 This is the life which the Spirit gives – the 
life of God, the life of Christ.128 The Spirit gives spiritual life. 
There are other dimensions of life – physical, mental/emotional, 
which are associated with different Greek words.129 But when we 
discuss “the fellowship of the Spirit”, we are discussing spiritual 
life - life in the Spirit.  

 
123	Romans	8:2	
124	John	6:63	
125	Acts	5:20	
126 Strong’s # 2222 
127 Most quotes regarding Greek words will be from W.E. Vine’s Expository Dictionary of 
Biblical Words. 
128 The triune God is One. The life of the Father God is the life of Christ and the (Holy) Spirit of 
life. The “God (who) is Spirit” (John 4:24) is the Spirit of Christ, as well as the Holy Spirit. 
129 Bios (# 979) and psuche (# 5590) respectively. Most comments regarding Greek words will 
be based on W.E. Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words. 
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In John 4, Jesus said: “God is Spirit, and those who worship (or 
serve) Him, must worship in spirit and truth.”130 And in John 6, 
Jesus said: “… the flesh profits nothing; the words that I have 
spoken to you are spirit and are life.”131 Jesus said that the Holy 
Spirit gives spiritual life; but He also indicated that the words 
which He speaks also give spiritual life. This too is key to 
understanding the essence of the fellowship of the Spirit. Jesus 
told us that the Holy Spirit would “take of what is Mine and 
declare it to you”.132 So, in “the fellowship of the Spirit”, the Holy 
Spirit shares the life-giving words of Jesus (with His disciples). “It 
is the Spirit who gives life”133 – the Holy Spirit is the only One 
who gives the life of Christ which sustains (His disciples), “for in 
Him we live and move and have our being”134.  
$
:;&")$-(38$38#$,1&B#$#\0#'43*$+$-&2;7$;(.#$3&$,77$38,3$I;(6#$,/$,$
4'("0(4;#J$-,/$)(B#"$3&$U&7O/$4#&4;#$#B#"$1,0.$("$38#$!;7$
L&B#","3D$G8(/$4,//,)#$6'&%$38#$!;7$G#/3,%#"3$0;#,';5$
0&%%2"(0,3#/$38,3$38#$L&"3#\3$&6$d(/0(4;#/8(4$(/$E(6#$F$#\4;(0(3;5*$
38,3$7(/0(4;(")$3,.#$4;,0#$("$38#$0&"3#\3$&6$#B#'57,5$;(6#*$6&'$38#$
7#/('#7$&230&%#$-,/$38,3$GHb$E+Mb$!M$GHb$d+9L+SEb$Nb$

 
130 Verse 24	
131 Verse 63 
132 John 16:13-15 
133 John 6:63; 2 Corinthians 3:6 
134 Acts 17:28	
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+WWbc9bd$_N:SG+pbd`$R+GH$GHb$R!cd$:Vd$GHb$E+Mb$!M$
U!dK$$$$
6 “These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on 
your heart. 7 You shall teach them diligently to your sons and 
shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you 
walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise 
up. 8 You shall bind them as a sign on your hand and they shall 
be as frontals on your forehead. 9 You shall write them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates.”135 

$
IE(6#$,/$,$4'("0(4;#J$F$38#$0&"0#43$&6$38#$94('(3$)(B(")$;(6#*$38,3$(/*$
38#$;(6#$&6$U&7#%'$P$(/$'#,;(a#7$+V$GHb$W+d9G$!M$E+Mb*$GHb$
9S+c+G$+VMe9b9$GHb$E+Mb$!M$U!dD$G8(/$(/$U&7O/$7#/('#7$
&230&%#$("$38#$V#-$L&B#","3D$L2''#"3;5*$(3$(/$4&42;,'$3&$/4#,.$&6$
38(/$,/$I&'),"(0J*$%#,"(")$,"$&230&%#$1&'"$&23$&6$;(6#*$,/$
&44&/#7$3&$,$4'&7203$&6$%#38&7/$,"7$4'&)',%/D#%"$$
 
The Desire for Discipleship: Seeking God  

$
G8#$d#/('#$6&'$d(/0(4;#/8(4$(/$#//#"3(,;;5$,$7#/('#$6&'$I38#$
6#;;&-/8(4$&6$38#$94('(3J*$,/$(3$8,/$1##"$7(/02//#7D$G8(/$7#/('#$(/$

 
135 Deuteronomy 6:6-9. 
136 Greek: zoe, Strong’s # 2222 – “life as a principle” (W.E. Vine).		
137 With regards to corporate or collective church life, the term “organic” refers to an “organism” 
as distinguished from an organization.  
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,"$,1/&;23#$4'#P'#]2(/(3#$-8(08$,'(/#/$&23$&6$,$/#"/#$&6$"##7$6&'$
,"7$;&B#$6&'$38#$E&'7D$$+$1#;(#B#$<#/2/$'#6#''#7$3&$38(/$/#"/#$&6$
"##7$-8#"$H#$/4&.#$&6$38#$08,',03#'$3',(3$F$I4&&'$("$/4('(3J#%(D$
G8#'#$,'#$3-&$7(66#'#"3$U'##.$-&'7/$38,3$,'#$1&38$3',"/;,3#7$
I4&&'JK$G8#$6('/3$(/$4#"(08'&/*#%)$6'&%$4#"&%,(K$3&$-&'.$6&'$&"#O/$
7,(;5$1'#,7*$38,3$(/$3&$/,5*$3&$1#$"##75D$+"$&38#'$-&'7/*$&"#$(/$,1;#$
3&$-&'.$,"7$#,'"$,$;(B(")Q$123$T2/3$"##7/$,$;(33;#$8#;4$3&7,5D$G8#$
&38#'$-&'7$(/$43&08&/*#*$$6'&%$43&08#2&K$3&$1#$,/$,$1#)),'D$+"$
&38#'$-&'7/*$&"#$8,/$"&$-&'.$,"7$0,""&3$#,'"$,$;(B(")$P$8#$%2/3$
1#)D$G8(/$(/$38#$4&B#'35$&6$/4('(3$38,3$2"7#'/3,"7/$“the kindness 
and tolerance and patience of God which leads to repentance”141 
-8(08$(/$,$4'#P'#]2(/(3#$3&$/,B(")$6,(38D$G'2;5*$38(/$(/$,$08,',03#'$
3',(3$&6$,$7(/0(4;#$&6$L8'(/3D$
$
G8#$0&""#03(&"$1#3-##"$,$/#"/#$&6$"##7$,"7$,$;&B#$6&'$U&7$(/$
7#%&"/3',3#7$("$,"$#B#"3$("B&;B(")$<#/2/*$,$4'&/3(323#$,"7$,$
S8,'(/##D#*!$G8(/$-,/$6&;;&-#7$15$<#/2/$/4#,.(")$,$4,',1;#$,1&23$
,$%&"#5$;#"7#'$,"7$3-&$7#13&'/D#*%$<#/2/$38#"$0&%4,'#7$38#$

 
138 Matthew 5:3. See my series “The Beatitudes: Character of the King & His Kingdom”. 
139 Strong’s # 3998	
140 Strong’s # 4434 
141	Romans	2:4	
142 Luke 7:36-39 
143 Luke 7:40-42 
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S8,'(/##$-(38$38#$4'&/3(323#Q#**$,"7$0&"0;27#7$-(38$38(/$/3,3#%#"3K$
“He who has been forgiven little, loves little.”145$G8#$S8,'(/##*$
-8&$-,/$"&3$I4&&'$("$/4('(3J$7#%&"/3',3#7$"&$;&B#$6&'$U&7D$G8#$
4'&/3(323#*$-8&$-,/$4&&'$("$/4('(3*$7#%&"/3',3#7$%208$;&B#$6&'$
<#/2/D$+"$6,03*$38#$/0'(432'#$/,5/$38,3$-8#"$38#$-&%,"$;#,'"#7$
38,3$<#/2/$-,/$,3$38#$S8,'(/##O/$8&2/#*$/8#$0,%#$9bbl+VU$
<#/2/D#*'$H#'$/#"/#$&6$"##7$0'#,3#7$,$7#/('#$("$8#'$3&$9bbl$
U!dD$:/$+$/,(7*$38(/$(/$,"$,1/&;23#$4'#P'#]2(/(3#$("$7(/0(4;#/8(4D$$$$$$
 
The Responsibility of Discipleship:  

Seeking and Learning Christ 
$
:1&23$>A$5#,'/$,)&*$+$3&&.$,$4,'3(02;,'$0&2'/#$&"$L8'(/3(,"$
b720,3(&"D#*"$!"#$&6$38#$38(")/$%#"3(&"#7$("$38(/$0&2'/#$-8(08$
%,7#$,"$(%4'#//(&"$&"$%#$,"7$8,/$/3,5#7$-(38$%#$,;;$38#/#$
5#,'/$(/$38(/$/3,3#%#"3K$I+3$(/$38#$3#,08#'O/$'#/4&"/(1(;(35$3&$
3#,08Q$,"7$(3$(/$38#$/327#"3O/$'#/4&"/(1(;(35$3&$;#,'"DJ$:$
"#0#//,'5$0&%4&"#"3$&6$7(/0(4;#/8(4$(/$4#'/&",;$'#/4&"/(1(;(35D$:;;$
38,3$8,/$1##"$/,(7$,1&23$38#$RH:G$,"7$H!R$&6$7(/0(4;#/8(4$(/$
'#,;;5$&6$"&$,B,(;$-(38&23$,238#"3(0$9bbl+VU$U!d$&"$38#$4,'3$&6$

 
144 Luke 7:44-47a 
145 Luke 7:47b 
146 Luke 7:37 
147 Accelerated Christian Education (Hendersonville, TN.), “Philosophy of Education”.	
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38#$7(/0(4;#D$R8(;#$(3$7&#/$("B&;B#$38&/#$-8&$7&$38#$I7(/0(4;(")J*$
7(/0(4;#/8(4$(/$2;3(%,3#;5$,"$,03(B(35$3,.(")$4;,0#$1#3-##"$U&7$

,"7$38#$7(/0(4;#D$$
$

R8(;#$'#;,3(&"/8(4$-(38$L8'(/3$(/$/&%#38(")$38#$E&'7$(/$T#,;&2/$6&'*$
,3$38#$/,%#$3(%#*$7(/0(4;#/8(4$3&$L8'(/3$(/$,$0&%%(//(&"$38#$E&'7$
8,/$)(B#"$3&$,4&/3&;(0$4#&4;##*(D$R8(;#$&"#$(/$3&$1#$,$7(/0(4;#$&6$
L8'(/3*$38#'#$,'#$0#'3,("$4#&4;#$-8&$,'#$,;/&$("B&;B#7$("$38#$
I7(/0(4;(")J$,03(B(35D$:"7$-8(;#$L8'(/3$(/$38#$L8(#6$98#48#'7*$38#'#$
,'#$38&/#$-8&%$38#$E&'7$8,/$,44&("3#7$3&$1#$/8#48#'7/$("$H(/$
8&2/#8&;7D$$
$
G82/*$(6$,$7(/0(4;#$(/$6#'B#"3;5$/##.(")$U&7*$8#$-(;;$,;/&$'#0&)"(a#*$
,44'#0(,3#$,"7$/##.$&23$,"$I&;7#'$&"#J#*)$("$38#$E&'7$3&$8#;4$
"2'32'#$,"7$02;3(B,3#$F$%#"3&'$F$38(/$7(/0(4;#/8(4$8#$8,/$)&(")$&"$
-(38$38#$E&'7D#&$$9&*$("$,$B#'5$'#,;$-,5*$/##.(")$38#$E&'7$("B&;B#/$
/##.(")$&23$,"7$I4'#//(")$("3&J$,$/8#48#'7$&'$%#"3&'$F$

 
148 It is worth noting that the commission to make disciples was given to apostles. If it is 
understood to be a commission given to ALL Christians, then I would argue that ALL Christian 
need to be “apostolic”, as we have been discussing the term.     
149 “Elder”(presbuteros, Strong’s # 4245), “shepherd” (poimen, Strong’s # 4166), and “overseer” 
(episkopos, Strong’s # 1985) are all titles, or better, functions which describe one and the same 
person. Acts 20:17 & 28; Titus 1:5 & 7.				
150 See my article, Discipleship & The Equipping Ministries. 
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,44'#0(,3(")$,"7$'#0&)"(a(")$38,3$/&%#&"#$0,"$;,5$,$6&2"7,3(&"$
&6$L8'(/3$,"7$12(;7$24&"$38,3$6&2"7,3(&"$-(38$'#B#;,3(&"*$
'#;,3(&"/8(4$,"7$'#6;#03(&"$&6$L8'(/3D$G8(/$,44'#0(,3(&"$,"7$
'#0&)"(3(&"$&"$38#$4,'3$&6$38#$7(/0(4;#$(/$,1/&;23#;5$4'#P'#]2(/(3#$3&$
7(/0(4;#/8(4D$R(38&23$(3*$"&$7(/0(4;(")$0,"$3,.#$4;,0#D$R(38$(3*$38#$
7(/0(4;#$7',-/$24&"$38,3$-8(08$(/$&6$L8'(/3$6'&%$38#$&"#$7&(")$38#$
7(/0(4;(")D$d(/0(4;#/8(4$0,""&3$1#$,00&%4;(/8#7$/&;#;5$15$38#$
,03(B(3(#/$&6$38#$&"#$7&(")$38#$7(/0(4;(")$F$(3$'#]2('#/$38#$7(/0(4;#$
/##.(")$&23*$4'#//(")$("3&*$,"7$7',-(")$24&"$38#$&"#$7&(")$38#$
7(/0(4;(")D$G8#$&"#$7(/0(4;(")$%2/3$,;;&-$_,"7$'#]2('#`$38#$7(/0(4;#$
3&$,;-,5/$3,.#$8(/$%#,/2'#$&6$4#'/&",;$'#/4&"/(1(;(35$("$38#$
7(/0(4;#/8(4$4'&0#//D$
$
+$38(".$,$)&&7$0,/#$("$4&("3$(/$38(/K$d(/0(4;(")$'#]2('#/$3#,08(")D#&#$

G8#'#6&'#*$(3$(/$4#'6#03;5$",32',;$,"7$)&&7$6&'$,$7(/0(4;#$3&$I/(3$

2"7#'J$38#$3#,08(")$&6$38#$&"#$7(/0(4;(")D#&!$N23$,/$+$4'#B(&2/;5$

/3,3#7$P$I+3$(/$38#$3#,08#'O/$'#/4&"/(1(;(35$3&$3#,08Q$,"7$(3$(/$38#$
 

151 As I have pointed out in my article, Foundation Stones, in recent times and in certain 
quarters, the necessity for “sound doctrine” and teaching in general has lost the esteem it once 
held in previous times in church history. Never-the-less, Jesus and His apostles taught disciples. 
So, regardless of varying trends and emphases in conventional churches, discipling always has 
and always will require teaching. Therefore, he who disciples must be “able to teach”. 1 Timothy 
3:2 
152 But the reality is, the Spirit of Christ will lead the disciple to the teachings of others as well – 
through books, recordings, videos, and the Internet.	
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/327#"3O/$'#/4&"/(1(;(35$3&$;#,'"DJ$G8#$7(/0(4;#$%2/3$8,B#$,$

4#'/&",;$7#/('#$6&'$3#,08(")$,"7$;#,'"(")$F$7#B&3(")$4#'/&",;$3(%#$

,"7$#"#')5$3&$3',"/6&'%,3(&",;$;#,'"(")D$W#'#;5$I/8&-(")$24$3&$

0;,//J$3&$I/(3$2"7#'J$/&%#&"#$,"7$1#$I/4&&"P6#7J$3#,08(")/$-(;;$

V!G$8,B#$,238#"3(0$7(/0(4;#/8(4$&230&%#/D$+"$6,03*$+$38(".$(3$0,"$

1#$-(/#$6&'$38#$&"#$7&(")$38#$7(/0(4;(")$3&$%,.#$8(/$3#,08(")/$

,B,(;,1;#$("$-'(33#"$,"7$'#0&'7#7$6&'%,3/*$123$8,B#$(3$1#$38#$

7(/0(4;#O/$4#'/&",;$'#/4&"/(1(;(35$3&$I/##.$&23J$38#$3#,08(")*$

%,.(")$(3$I8(/$&-"J*$7&(")$62'38#'$/3275*$,"7$'#0#(B(")$4#'/&",;$

'#B#;,3(&"*$,;;$-(38$,$B(#-$3&$3',"/6&'%,3(&",;$;#,'"(")D$G8(/$

,44'&,08$3&$7(/0(4;#/8(4$(/$,$;&")P3#'%$4'&0#//$-8(08$'#]2('#/$38#$

23%&/3$4,3(#"0#D$G8(/$%,5$1#$08,;;#")(")$,"7$6'2/3',3(")$6&'$38#$

&"#$7&(")$38#$7(/0(4;(")D$N23*$("$38#$7(/0(4;#/8(4$4'&0#//*$8#$%2/3$

"#B#'$/#(a#$0&"3'&;$,-,5$6'&%$38#$94('(3$&6$L8'(/3*$2/2'4$

4&//#//(&"$&6$38#$7(/0(4;#$,-,5$6'&%$38#$S#'/&"$&6$L8'(/3D$$
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RH!$G!$d+9L+SEb$

$
“… disciple all nations” 
$
E#3O/$"&-$0&"/(7#'$38#$]2#/3(&"$&6$IR8&$,%$+$3&$7(/0(4;#^J$<#/2/$
),B#$2/$,$I-(7#P;#"/J$4#'/4#03(B#$-8#"$H#$/,(7*$I7(/0(4;#$,;;$
",3(&"/JD$M('/3;5*$-8,3$7(7$H#$%#,"$15$I,;;$",3(&"/J^$
U',%%,3(0,;;5$/4#,.(")*$38#$U'##.$-&'7$3',"/;,3#7$I",3(&"/J$(/$
#38"&/*$#&%$-8(08$%#,"/$,$3'(1#*$,$',0#*$,$4#&4;#*$/4#0(6(0,;;5$"&"P
<#-(/8D$<#/2/$%#,"3$6&'$2/$3&$7(/0(4;#$I,;;$4#&4;#/J$F$("7(0,3(")$
38,3$-(38$38#$V#-$L&B#","3$("$H(/$1;&&7*$U&7O/$94('(3$,"7$;(6#$
-&2;7$"&$;&")#'$1#$;(%(3#7$/&;#;5$3&$38#$4#&4;#$&6$+/',#;D#&*$$
$
+$7&"O3$1#;(#B#$38,3$-8&;#$",3(&"/$_0&;;#03(B#;5`$,'#$38#$&1T#03D$G8#$
V#-$L&B#","3$-8(08$<#/2/$#/3,1;(/8#7$8,/$,;;$3&$7&$-(38$
+Vd+f+de:E9$-(38("$,;;$",3(&"/$F$"&3$,$-8&;#$",3(&"$0&;;#03(B#;5D$
R85$_&'$8&-`$0,"$+$/,5$38,3^$+$1#;(#B#$38#$E&'7$U&7$/,(7$38,3D$
G8'&2)8$H(/$4'&48#3/*$H#$3&;7$2/$38#$",32'#$&6$38(/$V#-$L&B#","3$
-&2;7$1#$38#$+Vd+f+de:E*$"&3$38#$0&;;#03(B#$",3(&"*$,/$8#$7(7$-(38$

 
153 Strong’s # 1484. “a race, that is, a tribe; specifically, a foreign (non-Jewish) one (usually by 
implication pagan): - Gentile, heathen, nation, people. (Strong’s Dictionary). 
154 Joel 2:28-32; Acts 2:17-21; Cf. Acts 1:8, 2:5; 9:15; 10:34-35; 11:18; 13:48-49; 15:7-12, 13-18 
(Amos 9:11-12). 
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+/',#;$("$38#$!;7$L&B#","3D$G8(/$(/$%,7#$0;#,'$("$38#$4'(%,'5$!;7$
G#/3,%#"3$4,//,)#$'#),'7(")$38#$0&%(")$&6$,$V#-$L&B#","3K$$
 
 29“In those days they will not say again, ‘The fathers have 
eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge.’ 
30“But everyone will die for his own iniquity; each man who 
eats the sour grapes, his teeth will be set on edge. 31“Behold, 
days are coming,” declares the LORD, “when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of 
Judah, 32not like the covenant which I made with their fathers 
in the day I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land 
of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, although I was a 
husband to them,” declares the LORD. 33“But this is the 
covenant which I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days,” declares the LORD, “I will put My law within them and 
on their heart I will write it; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be My people. 34“They will not teach again, each man his 
neighbor and each man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ 
for they will all155 know Me, from the least of them to the 
greatest of them,” declares the LORD, “for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”156 
 

G8#$6&02/$&"$38#$("7(B(72,;*$',38#'$38,"$38#$0&;;#03(B#$",3(&"*$-#$
/##$8#'#$("$<#'#%(,8$(/$,;/&$0&"6('%#7$15$ba#.(#;D#&"$
$

 
155 i.e. Every individual who is in the New Covenant by virtue of being in Christ. 
156 Jeremiah 31:29-34 
157 Ezekiel 18:1-4, 20. 
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Choosing “Those whom the Lord has given” 
$
d(/0(4;(")$(/$,$82)#$("B#/3%#"3$&6$485/(0,;*$#%&3(&",;*$,"7$
/4('(32,;$#"#')5D$:$7(/0(4;(")$'#;,3(&"/8(4$/8&2;7$"&3$1#$#"3#'#7$
("3&$);(1;5D$:;/&K$!"#$0,""&3$#66#03(B#;5$8,"7;#$%,"5$7(/0(4;(")$
'#;,3(&"/8(4/$,3$,$3(%#D$<#/2/$8,7$3-#;B#D$L,"$+$8,"7;#$#B#"$8,;6$
38,3$"2%1#'^$
$
!B#'$38#$5#,'/*$38#$H&;5$94('(3$(%4'#//#7$24&"$%#$3-&$38(")/$
'#),'7(")$38#$7(/0(4;(")$%("(/3'5$-8(08*$,3$6('/3*$%,5$/&2"7$
0&"3',7(03&'5K$
$$
M('/3;5*$+$1#0,%#$0&"B("0#7$38,3$&"#$/8&2;7$08&&/#$38&/#$-8&%$
5&2$-&2;7$7(/0(4;#D$<#/2/$(/$&2'$S,33#'"Q$,"7$H#$08&/#$H(/$
7(/0(4;#/D$W,'.$3#;;/$2/K$“Jesus went up on a mountainside and 
called to him those he wanted, and they came to him. He 
appointed twelve ….”#&($E2.#$)(B#/$2/$,"&38#'$4(#0#$&6$
("6&'%,3(&"$-8(08$4'&B#/$3&$1#$/()"(6(0,"3K$“It was at this time 
that He went off to the mountain to pray, and He spent the 
whole night in prayer to God. And when day came, He called 
His disciples to Him and chose twelve of them….”159$<#/2/$

 
158 Mark 3:13-14 
159 Luke 6:12-13	
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/&2)83$38#$M,38#'$("$4',5#'Q$,"7$38#$M,38#'$3&;7$<#/2/$-8&%$3&$

7(/0(4;#D$$

$
+"$38#$-&'7/$&6$+/,(,8$_-8(08$8,B#$1#0&%#$B#'5$4#'/&",;$,"7$
%#,"(")62;$3&$%#`*$<#/2/$08&/#$I38&/#$-8&%$38#$E&'7$8,/$
)(B#"JD#'$$G8(/$-,/$38#$/#0&"7$38(")$38#$H&;5$94('(3$(%4'#//#7$
24&"$%#K$RH!$-#$7(/0(4;#$/8&2;7$1#$I38&/#$-8&%$38#$E&'7$8,/$
)(B#"JD$N23$8&-$7&$-#$'#0&)"(a#$I38&/#$-8&%$38#$E&'7$8,/$
)(B#"J^$:7%(33#7;5*$15$B('32#$&6$H(/$&"#"#//$-(38$38#$M,38#'*$38#$
4'&0#//$-,/$%&'#$("8#'#"3$6&'$<#/2/*$123$+$8,B#$;#,'"#7$38#$
6&;;&-(")K$$$
@` :/$-(38$,;;$)2(7,"0#$6'&%$38#$E&'7*$“because of practice, 

(you) have your senses trained”#'#$F$38,3$(/*$5&2$8,B#$
“disciplined (yourself) for the purpose of godliness”*$#'!$
,"7$8,B#$;#,'"#7$3&$1#$“led by the Spirit”*#'%$'#0&)"(a(")$
-8,3$38#$H&;5$94('(3$(/$/,5(")$,"7$7&(")D$$

>` E#3$38#$4#'/&"$/8,'#$8(/$8#,'3$,"7$%("7D$9##$-8,3$(3$(/$38,3$
8#$(/$,032,;;5$7#/('(")D$+/$(3$3'2;5$7(/0(4;#/8(4$8#$(/$/##.(")^$
+/$(3$c#B#;,3(&"*$c#;,3(&"/8(4$,"7$c#6;#03(&"$&6$L8'(/3$8#$(/$

 
160 Isaiah 8:18 
161 Hebrews 5:14 
162 1 Timothy 4:7 
163 Romans 8:14; Galatians 5:18	
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/##.(")^$!'$(/$(3$%#'#;5$/&%#$6&'%$&6$/#;6P$,))',"7(a#%#"3$
38'&2)8$38#$42'/2(3$&6$/4('(32,;$4#&4;#*$4;,0#/*$,"7$38(")/^$$

C` $l"&-(")$38#$",32'#$&6$7(/0(4;#/8(4*$,/$-#$8,B#$1##"$
7(/02//(")$(3*$8#;4/$("$'#0&)"(a(")$38&/#$-8&$,'#$3'2;5$
/##.(")$7(/0(4;#/8(4D$$$

$$
9&*$-8(08$(/$(3$-(38$7(/0(4;(")$'#;,3(&"/8(4/^$LH!9bV$&'$U+fbV^$
N&38D$G8'&2)8$/4('(32,;$7(/0#'"%#"3*$+$#"7#,B&'$3&$'#0&)"(a#$
I38&/#$-8&%$38#$E&'7$8,/$)(B#"J$,"7$1,/#$%5$I08&(0#/J$24&"$

38,3$'#0&)"(3(&"$("$38#$94('(3D$$
$
:"&38#'$-&'7$,1&23$I38&/#$-8&%$38#$E&'7$8,/$)(B#"JK$$
R8&$8,/$38#$E&'7$,;'#,75$I)(B#"J$3&$5&2^$h&2'$&-"$08(;7'#"m$:"7$
38#/#$%,5$1#$5&2'$1(&;&)(0,;$08(;7'#"*$/3#408(;7'#"*$;#),;;5$
,7&43#7$08(;7'#"*$&'$("6&'%,;;5$I,7&43#7J$08(;7'#"D$G8#$l(")7&%$
&6$U&7$P$U&7O/$H&2/#8&;7$F$(/$4&42;,3#7$15$38#$M,%(;5$&6$U&7D$
G8#$I6,%(;5J$(/$,"$("/3(323(&"$0'#,3#7$15$U&7D$+3$(/$U&7O/$7#/('#$38,3$
5&2'$1(&;&)(0,;$_&'$"20;#,'`$6,%(;5$,;/&$1#$,$/4('(32,;$6,%(;5D$$
$
E(.#-(/#*$/4('(32,;$4,'#"3/$F$38&/#$-8&$7(/0(4;#$&38#'/$F$8,B#$
/4('(32,;$6,%(;(#/$-8(08$,'#$1,/#7$&"$'#;,3(&"/8(4$',38#'$38,"$
&'),"(a,3(&"D$G82/*$5&2'$/4('(32,;$6,%(;5$(/$:EE$I38&/#$-8&%$38#$
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E&'7$8,/$)(B#"J$F$1&38$1(&;&)(0,;$,"7$/4('(32,;$08(;7'#"$P$-8&%$
5&2$,'#$7(/0(4;(")D$E(.#$1(&;&)(0,;$6,%(;(#/*$/4('(32,;$6,%(;(#/$0,"$
,;/&$1#$I6;,-#7OQ$123$,'#$08,',03#'(a#7$15$38#$)',0#$,"7$
'#7#%43(&"$&6$U&7D$$
$
“Those whom the Lord has given”  

Online: The New “Local” 
$
+$,%$'#%#%1#'(")$,$0&"B#'/,3(&"$38,3$3&&.$4;,0#$,1&23$>?$5#,'/$
,)&K$+$8,7$,$4,'3P3(%#$T&1$("$,$L8'(/3(,"$1&&./3&'#Q$,"7$-8(;#$
3,;.(")$-(38$,$0&P-&'.#'*$-8&$-,/$0&"/(7#',1;5$5&2")#'$38,"$
%5/#;6*$/8#$%#"3(&"#7$I,"$&";("#$6'(#"7JD$+$("3#''243#7$8#'$/,5(")*$
IR8,3$7&$5&2$%#,"*$q,"$&";("#$6'(#"7ODJ$+$3&;7$8#'$+$0&2;7$"&3$
(%,)("#$2/(")$38#$3#'%$I6'(#"7J$6&'$/&%#&"#$+$."#-$&";5$&"$38#$
+"3#'"#3D$+$'#,;(a#7$38#"$38,3$38#$7#6("(3(&"$&6$I6'(#"7J*$&'$,3$;#,/3$
38#$75",%(0/$&6$I6'(#"7/8(4J*$8,7$08,")#7$6&'$38&/#$("$38#$
5&2")#'$)#"#',3(&"/*$-8&$/4#"3$%208$%&'#$3(%#$0&%%2"(0,3(")$
&"$38#$+"3#'"#3$38,"$+$8,7$,3$38,3$4&("3$("$%5$;(6#D$R#;;*$"##7;#//$3&$
/,5*$>?$5#,'/$;,3#'*$+$,;/&$8,B#$0&%#$3&$/4#"7$%208$%&'#$3(%#$
0&%%2"(0,3(")$&"$38#$+"3#'"#3Q$,"7$("$B#'5$'#0#"3$5#,'/*$+"3#'"#3$
0&%%2"(0,3(&"$8,/$1#0&%#$,$%,T&'$B#8(0;#$("$38#$-&'.$&6$
%("(/3'5D$+$"&-$,;/&$8,B#$%,"5$I&";("#$6'(#"7/8(4/J$-(38$L8'(/3(,"/$
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;(3#',;;5$,;;$&B#'$38#$-&';7D#'*$:"7*$+$"&-$8,B#$"&$4'&1;#%$'#6#''(")$
3&$,$)&&7$%,"5$&6$38#/#$4#&4;#$,/$I6'(#"7/JD$+"$%5$#/3(%,3(&"*$38#$
]2,;(35$,"7$]2,"3(35$&6$&2'$0&%%2"(0,3(&"$-(38$&"#$,"&38#'$
#\0##7/$38,3$-8(08$+$/8,'#$-(38$%,"5$I&66;("#$6'(#"7/JD$+$'#,;(a#$
38,3$"&3$#B#'5&"#$(/$8()8;5$,03(B#$0&%%2"(0,3(")$&"$38#$+"3#'"#3Q$
123$38(/$0,"$&";5$1#$/,(7$&6$&;7#'$)#"#',3(&"/D$+3$7&#/$"&3$,44;5$3&$
5&2")#'$)#"#',3(&"/$F$,;;$&B#'$38#$-&';7*$,;%&/3$,;;$5&2")#'$
4#&4;#$,'#$8()8;5$,03(B#$0&%%2"(0,3(")$&"$38#$+"3#'"#3D$$$$$
L&"B#"3(&",;$%#38&7&;&)(#/$,//()"$7(/0(4;#/8(4$3&$38#$,'#",$&6$
I38#$;&0,;$082'08JD$+$-&2;7$;(.#$3&$/2))#/3$38,3$38#$0&"B#"3(&",;$
4#'0#43(&"$&6$I;&0,;$082'08J$"##7/$3&$1#$'#0&"/(7#'#7$("$;()83$&6$
38#$l(")7&%$&6$U&7$,"7$38#$V#-$L&B#","3D#'&$+6$38#$0&"0#43$&6$
I;&0,;$082'08J$(/$)&(")$3&$1#$,//&0(,3#7$-(38$7(/0(4;(")$,3$,;;*$38#"$+$
/2))#/3$38,3*$("$7(/0#'"(")$I38&/#$-8&%$38#$E&'7$8,/$)(B#"J*$-#$
0&"/(7#'$-8,3$'#;,3(&"/8(4/$-#$/##$,;'#,75$#/3,1;(/8#7$("$&2'$
;(B#/$-8(08$,'#$V!G$E+W+Gbd$G!$38&/#$'#;,3(&"/8(4/$-#$8,B#$("$
-8,3$(/$0&"B#"3(&",;;5$0&"/(7#'#7$38#$I;&0,;$082'08JD$$
$

 
164 Some, I have known “in person” for years when we lived in another country or another state, 
but now relate to them primarily on the Internet. Others, I have never met “in person”, yet have 
been communicating with them for years on the Internet.    
165 Suggested reading: Custom & Command by Stan Firth, my series of articles entitled, A New 
& Living Way, as well as Kingdom Through Covenant, by Peter J. Gentry and Stephen J. 
Wellum.  
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d(/0(4;(")$3,.#/$4;,0#$("$38#$,'#",$&6$38#$l(")7&%$&6$U&7$P$38#$
H&2/#8&;7$&6$U&7$F$38#$M,%(;5$&6$U&7$P$#B#"$-(38$4#&4;#$-8&$,'#$
"&3$5#3$'#)#"#',3#7$L8'(/3(,"/D$G8&/#$4#&4;#$,'#$4&3#"3(,;;5$
'#)#"#',3#7$L8'(/3(,"/#''$F$38,3$(/*$38&/#$-8&%$-#$,'#$
#B,")#;(a(")$F$)(B(")$-(3"#//$3&$,"7$3#,08(")$L8'(/3$3&D$
d(/0(4;#/8(4$0,"$1#)("$#B#"$1#6&'#$'#)#"#',3(&"D$+$%2/3$,7%(3$
38,3$38(/$4#'/4#03(B#$(/$'#;,3(B#;5$"#-$3&$%#$F$+$8,7$,;-,5/$
0&"/(7#'#7$7(/0(4;#/8(4$&";5$6&'$I'#,;J$,"7$I/#'(&2/J$L8'(/3(,"/D$
N23*$-8(;#$7(/0(4;#/8(4$+9$I'#,;J$L8'(/3(,"(35$,"7$+9$I/#'(&2/J$
L8'(/3(,"(35*$+$0,""&3$)(B#$,$/0'(432',;$1,/(/$("$/244&'3$&6$
7(/0(4;#/8(4$1#(")$&";5$6&'$'#)#"#',3#7$L8'(/3(,"/D$+"$6,03*$-8#"$
<#/2/$0;#,';5$/#3$&23$38#$3#'%/$&6$7(/0(4;#/8(4$F$4'#0(/#;5K$“Take 

up your cross daily, deny yourself, lose your life for My sake”$P$
H#$/,(7$38,3$3&$H(/$7(/0(4;#/$NbM!cb$GHbh$Rbcb$
cbUbVbc:GbdD#'"$N23*$H#$/#3$&23$38#$/,%#$3#'%/$&6$
7(/0(4;#/8(4$3&$0'&-7/$&6$Sb!SEb$RH!$H:d$V!G$hbG$W:db$:$
L!WW+GWbVG$G!$H+9$E!cd9H+S$:9$RbEED#'($$$
$

 
166 I have quite intentionally used the term, “potentially”, in light of scripture passages such as, 
John 3:3-8 and Romans 8:9-17, which clearly define a “Christian” – “in the Kingdom of God” 
and “in the Family of God” - as one who has received the Spirit of Christ and been regenerated.		
167 Matthew 10:38-39, 16:24-25; Mark 8:34-35; Luke 9:23-24. 
168 Mark 8:34-35 (Cf. v. 34); Luke 14:27 (Cf. v.25) 
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+3$%,5$1#$38,3$%&/3$7(/0(4;(")$'#;,3(&"/8(4/$,'#$i;&0,;i*$("$38#$
0&"B#"3(&",;$/#"/#$&6$38#$-&'7D$N23$-8&$,'#$38&/#$("$I&2'$
;&0,;(35J^$S#&4;#$-#$'#;,3#$3&$&";5$,3$/08&&;$&'$-&'.^$S#&4;#$-#$
'#;,3#$3&$&";5$&"0#$&'$3-(0#$4#'$-##.$,3$082'08$%##3(")/^$+$-&2;7$
;(.#$3&$/2))#/3$38,3$I;&0,;J$/8&2;7$1#$'#7#6("#7$3&$%#,"$38&/#$
-(38$-8&%$-#$/4#"7$38#$%&/3$3(%#$'#;,3(")$3&D#')$+$7&213$38#'#$
/8&2;7$1#$,"5$7#1,3(")$38#$6,03$38,3$-#$I'#;,3#J$%208$%&'#$-(38$
/&%#$4#&4;#$B(,$B,'(&2/$+"3#'"#3$6&'%,3/#"$$38,"$-(38$/&%#$&38#'$
4#&4;#$-8&$,'#$I;&0,;J$("$38#$0&"B#"3(&",;$/#"/#D$+$1#;(#B#$(3$
-&2;7$1#$7(66(02;3$3&$%,.#$,$0&"B("0(")$,')2%#"3$38,3$485/(0,;$
;&0,;(35$3'2;5$,66&'7/$%208$%&'#$I,238#"3(0(35J$,"7$I,00&2"3,1(;(35JD$
+$0#'3,(";5$7&$"&3$1#;(#B#$38,3$3&$1#$3'2#$F$#B#"$,63#'$%&'#$38,"$ZA$
5#,'/$&6$#\4#'(#"0#$("$I;&0,;$082'08#/JD$H&-$&63#"$7&$-#$/##$
38&/#$("$&2'$I;&0,;$082'08J^$H&-$%208$8#,'3P3&P8#,'3$("3#',03(&"$
,"7$%("7$3&$%("7$0&%%2"(0,3(&"$,032,;;5$3,.#/$4;,0#$("$,$92"7,5$
%&'"(")$I-&'/8(4$/#'B(0#J$&'$G2#/7,5$"()83$4',5#'$%##3(")$&'$
R#7"#/7,5$"()83$N(1;#$/3275*$&'$#B#"$,$M'(7,5$"()83$0#;;$)'&24$
%##3(")^$$

 
169 In Old Testament and New Testament times, people related almost exclusively with those 
who were literally local, unless they were nomadic or migratory. It was more or less the same 
throughout most of human history up to the time of the inventions of boats, automobiles, 
airplanes, and of course, the Internet.  
170 Not merely Facebook and Twitter, but also blog sites, websites, as well as, audio and video 
recordings, “podcasts”, and video conferencing, et. al., but particularly, emailing personal letters, 
articles, notes, etc.  
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$
b(38#'$15$7('#03$4#'/&",;$#\4#'(#"0#$("$38#$4',03(0#$&6$;#33#'$
-'(3(")*$&'$15$'#,7(")$38#$421;(/8#7$;#33#'/$&6$B,'(&2/$
4#'/&",;(3(#/*$&"#$0,"$/##$38,3$-'(33#"$0&%%2"(0,3(&"$,66&'7/$38#$
4&//(1(;(35$&6$38#$7#438$,"7$-(738$&6$82%,"$0&%%2"(0,3(&"$("$1&38$
]2,;(35$,"7$]2,"3(35D$U',"3#7*$3&&$&63#"$38#$0&%%2"(0,3(&"$3,.(")$
4;,0#$&"$38#$B,'(&2/$+"3#'"#3$6&'%,3/$(/$("$I/&2"7$1(3#/J$,"7$
(%,)#/*$123$38(/$I72%1#7P7&-"J$6&'%$&6$0&%%2"(0,3(&"$(/$"&3$
2"(B#'/,;;5$38#$0,/#*$,"7$(3$(/$0#'3,(";5$"&3$,$"#0#//(35D$G8#$
B,'(&2/$+"3#'"#3$6&'%,3/$,032,;;5$4'#/#"3$%2;3(4;#$B#8(0;#/$6&'$
#66#03(B#$,"7$#"8,"0#7$0&%%2"(0,3(&"D$G8#$+"3#'"#3$(/$/(%4;5$
-8,3$5&2$%,.#$(3D$$
$
S#'/&",;;5*$+$8()8;5$#/3##%$%5$I&";("#$6'(#"7/8(4/J$F$/&%#$&6$
-8(08$8,B#$1##"$%,("3,("#7$6&'$>?$5#,'/$F$,/$38#$0&"3#"3$&6$&2'$
0&%%2"(0,3(&"/$6,'$#\0##7/$%&/3$&6$-8,3$+$8,B#$#\4#'(#"0#7$("$
I;&0,;$082'08J$3(%#/$&6$/8,'(")D$+6$&"#$(/$/&$%&3(B,3#7*$
0&%%2"(0,3(&"$B(,$38#$B,'(&2/$+"3#'"#3$6&'%,3/$0,"$1#$F$,"7$(/$P$
%208$%&'#$#"),)(")$,"7$&6$8()8#'$]2,;(35$38,"$38#$/3,"7,'7$6,'#$
38,3$3,.#/$4;,0#$,3$I082'08$%##3(")/JD#"#$$$$$$$$$$$

 
171 Again, I am well-aware, and occasionally guilty, of the nonsense posted on various social 
media sites. But, again, that does not have to be the case, and is decidedly not always the case. I 
am firmly convinced that the Internet, for better or worse, is simply what you make it.   
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$
+$."&-$38(/$(/$0&"3'&B#'/(,;$,"7$B2;"#',1;#$3&$0'(3(0(/%*$123$+$,%$
/2))#/3(")$38,3$&2'$4#'0#43(&"*$2"7#'/3,"7(")*$4',03(0#*$,"7$
-&'.(")$7#6("(3(&"$&6$38#$i;&0,;$#\4'#//(&"$&6$38#$2"(B#'/,;$N&75$&6$
L8'(/3J$1#$'#0&"/(7#'#7$3&$1#$"&3$,/$;(%(3(")$,/$38#$0&"B#"3(&",;$
082'08$0;,(%/$(3$3&$1#D#"!$$
$
G8#$90'(432'#/$7&$3#;;$2/$-8,3$-#$/8&2;7$1#$7&(")$3&)#38#'D$NeG$
F$38,3$(/$7#6("(3#;5$0&"3(")#"3$24&"$-8,3$4#&4;#$%,.#$38#%/#;B#/$
,B,(;,1;#$3&$7&$3&)#38#'*$,"7$-8,3$38#$0&"3#\3$&6$38#$),38#'(")$
,;;&-/$2/$3&$7&$3&)#38#'D$+"/3#,7$&6$-8,3$-#$0&"B#"3(&",;;5$7&$("$
i-&'/8(4$/#'B(0#/i$-8#"$-#$i)&$3&$082'08i*$-#$/8&2;7$1#$&1#5(")$
38#$E&'7O/$0&%%(//(&"$F$“disciple all peoples”*$,/$-#;;$,/$"not 

forsaking our own assembling together”#"%$-(38$“those whom 

the Lord has given”D#"*$$
$

 
172 Regarding this concept of “local”, I would highly recommend an article by Chip Brogden 
entitled “Family, Fellowship, and Leadership”: https://www.chipbrogden.com/family-
fellowship-and-leadership/  
173 Hebrews 10:25. I suggest the commentary by Peter Ditzel, “Hebrews 10:25: What are We 
Not to Forsake?”: https://www.wordofhisgrace.org/wp/hebrews_1025/ What we are not to 
forsake is our hope - our hope of gathering together with Christ at His Return. Greek: 
episunagoge, Strong’s # 1997. Cf. 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2, Matthew 24:30-31, Mark 13:26-27. 
Every mention of this word is in reference to gathering with Christ. There is no scripture in the 
New Testament – including Hebrews 10:25 – which tells us to “not forsake going to church”.   
174 Isaiah 8:18 
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GHb$Mce+G$!M$d+9L+SEb9H+S$

$
b,08$'#;,3(&"/8(4$F$("0;27(")$38&/#$-(38$&"#O/$1(&;&)(0,;$08(;7'#"$F$
(/$/()"(6(0,"3;5$2"(]2#$,"7$7(66#'#"3D$G8#$/4('(32,;$]2,;(35$,"7$6'2(3$
("$,$%("(/3'5$'#;,3(&"/8(4$-(;;$B,'5$,00&'7(")$3&$38#$]2,;(35$&6$n$$
P 82%(;(35$
P 3#,08,1(;(35$
P #,'"#/3$7#/('#$$$
n$&"$38#$4,'3$&6$38#$&"#$1#(")$7(/0(4;#7D$
$
:;/&*$38#$/4('(32,;$]2,;(35$,"7$6'2(3$("$,$%("(/3'5$'#;,3(&"/8(4$-(;;$
B,'5$,00&'7(")$3&$38#$]2,;(35$&6$n$$$
P ;&B#$_/#;6P7#"(,;`$
P 4,3(#"0#$
P /#"/(3(B(35$
P #\4#'(#"0#$
P -(/7&%$
n$&6$38#$&"#$7&(")$38#$7(/0(4;(")D$$
$

G8#$&"#$-8&$-&2;7$7(/0(4;#$0,""&3$)(B#$-8,3$8#$7&#/$"&3$8,B#D$
G8#$&"#$-8&$-&2;7$1#$7(/0(4;#7$-(;;$&";5$'#0#(B#$-8,3$8#$7#/('#/$
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3&$'#0#(B#D$G8(/$(/$3'2#$("$,;;$'#;,3(&"/8(4/Q$,"7$(3$(/$3'2#$("$,;;$6&'%/$
&6$%("(/3'5D$$$$$
$
+3$/##%/$38,3*$("$&2'$4'#/#"3$)#"#',3(&"*$'#;,3(B#;5$6#-$5&2")$
4#&4;#$,'#$9bbl+VU$%#"3&'/8(4$6'&%$&;7#'$L8'(/3(,"/D#"&$!6$
0&2'/#*$(3$%,5$,;/&$1#$/,(7$38,3$'#;,3(B#;5$6#-$&;7#'$L8'(/3(,"/$,'#$
%,.(")$38#%/#;B#/$:f:+E:NEb$6&'$%#"3&'/8(4$&6$5&2")$4#&4;#D$
+"$,"5$0,/#*$%&'#$,"7$%&'#*$-#$8,B#$4#&4;#$%#"3&'(")$
38#%/#;B#/$4'(%,'(;5$B(,$/2'6(")$38#$+"3#'"#3D$G8#$+"3#'"#3$0,"$1#$
,$)'#,3$/&2'0#$&6$("6&'%,3(&"Q$123$3&$38,3$("6&'%,3(&"$"##7/$3&$1#$
,77#7$("/()83*$2"7#'/3,"7(")*$7(/0#'"%#"3*$,"7$7(/0'#3(&"$("$
&'7#'$3&$,''(B#$,3$-(/7&%D$R(/7&%$(/$."&-(")$U&7$,"7$-,;.(")$("$
H(/$-,5/D#"'$:$/()"(6(0,"3$,/4#03$&6$38#$42'/2(3$&6$-(/7&%$(/$
("3#"3(&",;$9bbl+VU$!eG$,$%#"3&'(")$7(/0(4;#/8(4$'#;,3(&"/8(4$
-(38$&;7#'$L8'(/3(,"/*$,"7$dc:R+VU$!eG$6'&%$38#%$38,3$-8(08$

 
175 Various forms of the word “fool” appear in the Book of Proverbs 189 times. The word simply 
means someone who is not teachable - i.e. not teachable by some authority figure. That person 
insists on learning solely through personal experience, rather than ALSO through the personal 
experience of some authority figure. Fools are those who may or may not learn from their own 
mistakes. Of course, one must interact and relate to the “right” authority figure. As far as 
beginning to identify “the right authority figure” goes - one needs to bear in mind that “the fool 
says in his heart there is no God”. (Psalms 14:1 & 53:1) “The beginning of wisdom is reverential 
respect of God.” (Proverbs 9:10, Psalm 111:10). This “godliness” (Greek: theosebeia, Strong’s # 
2317, reverential respect for God) must be characteristic of both the one being discipled and the 
one discipling. 
176 Proverbs 9:10 (Cf. 30:3); Psalms 95:10 (Cf. Hebrews 3:10). I deal more fully with the 
components, as well as nature and definition of wisdom in my teaching, “Wisdom”. For a 
complimentary copy of the teaching notes in .pdf format, email: AtChristsTable@gmail.com 
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(/$&6$L8'(/3D$+"$%5$#\4#'(#"0#*$5&2")$4#&4;#$-8&$2"7#'/3,"7$,"7$
,44'#0(,3#$38(/$/4('(32,;$'#,;(35*$,"7$,'#$%&3(B,3#7$3&$9bbl$!eG$
,"7$dc:R$!eG$L8'(/3$("$,$%#"3&'(")$'#;,3(&"/8(4$-(38$&;7#'$
L8'(/3(,"/*$,'#$6,(';5$','#D$:/$-(38$)&7;5$1(&;&)(0,;$08(;7'#"*$)&7;5$
/4('(32,;$08(;7'#"$,'#$,;/&$-&"7#'62;$1;#//(")/$3&$38&/#$-8&$
7(/0(4;#D#""$G8(/$(/$38#$)'#,3#/3$1;#//(")K$G8'&2)8$7(/0(4;(")$
“those whom the Lord has given”*$%5$-(6#$,"7$+$8,B#$1##"$
,66&'7#7$38#$&44&'32"(35$3&$;#,'"$%208$&6$38#$M,38#'O/$8#,'3$,"7$
38#$%("7$&6$L8'(/3D#"($ 

 
177 Cf. Psalms 127 & 128. 
178 Cf. The Father’s Heart on YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2psxCnyY6Pw     
For a complimentary copy of The Father’s Heart in .pdf format, email: 
AtChristsTable@gmail.com 
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Notes from a Case Study179 
$
+"$V&B#%1#'$&6$>?@[*$%5$-(6#$,"7$+*$,;&")$-(38$&2'$7,2)83#'P("P
;,-*$3',B#;#7$3&)#38#'$15$0,'$,44'&\(%,3#;5$C???$%(;#/$_3&$,"7$
6'&`$("$'#/4&"/#$3&$3-&$/#4,',3#$6,%(;5$0'(/#/D$G8#$/&%1#'"#//$&6$
38#$3-&$/(32,3(&"/$,"7$38#$#\3#"7#7$3(%#$3&)#38#'$("$38#$0,'$
_,44'&\(%,3#;5$[$7,5/$("$3&3,;`$,66&'7#7$/&%#$/()"(6(0,"3$
0&"B#'/,3(&"/$,1&23$;(6#$,"7$38#$38(")/$&6$U&7D$:/$38#/#$
0&"B#'/,3(&"/$3&&.$4;,0#*$+$-,/$/(;#"3;5$8,B(")$,$0&"B#'/,3(&"$
-(38$%5/#;6$F$I3,.(")$"&3#/J*$,/$(3$-#'#*$&"$8&-$38(/$7(/0(4;(")$-,/$
3,.(")$4;,0#$("$&2'$'#;,3(&"/8(4$-(38$&2'$7,2)83#'P("P;,-D$N#;&-$
,'#$/&%#$"&3#/$+$%,7#$3&$%5/#;6K$$
$

§ d(/0(4;(")$(/$02;3(B,3(")$“those whom the Lord has given”D$
_:$48',/#$-8(08$-(;;$1#$#\4;,("#7$;,3#'$("$38#$,'3(0;#`$$

§ M'&%$,"$#;7#'O/$4#'/4#03(B#*$38#$%("(/3'5$&6$7(/0(4;#/8(4$(/$
,032,;;5$,$;(6#3(%#$("B#/3%#"3D$R8#'#,/$38#$4#'/4#03(B#$&6$,$
354(0,;$082'08$%("(/3'5$/##/$7(/0(4;#/8(4$,/$,$I4'&)',%J*$

 
179 Following are some general thoughts gleaned from a particular “case study” – namely, our 
discipling relationship with our daughter-in-law. Actually the content of this entire article is 
drawn from a lifetime of experience with discipling relationships with - one biological son, an 
adopted daughter, two adopted grandchildren we raised from birth - a grand-daughter (and her 
husband) and a grandson (and his wife, our daughter-in-law), two grandsons, a great-grand-
daughter, and a great-grandson, as well as, many Christian couples, countless individual 
Christians, and most recently, a particular young Christian couple.   
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-8(08$(/K$/8&'3P$3#'%*$/8&2;7$/##$,$I'#32'"$&"$("B#/3%#"3J*$
,"7$,33#%43/$3&$(7#"3(65$38#$4,'3(02;,'$I3#08"(]2#/J$-8(08$
8,B#$)&&7$,"7$%#,/2',1;#$&230&%#/D$

§ G8#$%("(/3'5$&6$,$7(/0(4;(")$'#;,3(&"/8(4$("0;27#/K$
P 3(%#*$3,;.$=$3#,08(")$
P ;&")P3#'%$6'(#"7/8(4$$
P ;&")P3#'%$&1/#'B,3(&"$
P (%4,'3(")$4'(%,'(;5$38'&2)8$;(6#$#\,%4;#$',38#'$38,"$%#'#;5$
7(/4#"/(")$("6&'%,3(&"$

§ +"$,$7(/0(4;(")$'#;,3(&"/8(4*$,66('%,3(&"$,"7$#"0&2',)#%#"3$
4;,5$,$%,T&'$'&;#D$$$$

§ d(/0(4;(")$(/$4'(%,'(;5$,1&23$"2'32'(")$4#&4;#/O$;(B#/$',38#'$
38,"$%#'#;5$I#]2(44(")J$4#&4;#$-(38$/4('(32,;$0&%%&7(3(#/D$

§ U#'%,"#$3&$7(/0(4;#/8(4$(/$38#$0&"0#43$&6$IM,%(;5JD#($$
IM,%(;5J$0,"$1#$'#P7#6("#7$3&$("0;27#$1&38$1(&;&)(0,;$,"7$
"&"P1(&;&)(0,;$'#;,3(&"/8(4/D$

§ d(/0(4;(")$(/$%&'#$;(.#$4,'#"3(")$38,"$/(%4;5$3#,08(")D$
$

 
180 Again, I would highly recommend an article by Chip Brogden entitled “Family, Fellowship, 
and Leadership”: https://www.chipbrogden.com/family-fellowship-and-leadership/  
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§ R8,3$8,/$1##"$;#,'"#7$15$38#$&"#$1#(")$7(/0(4;#7$(/$
/&%#3(%#/$,0."&-;#7)#7$,/$0&%(")$6'&%$38#$&"#$7&(")$38#$
7(/0(4;(")*$123$/&%#3(%#/$"&3D$

§ U#"#',;;5$/4#,.(")*$5&2")$4#&4;#$,'#$12/5$12(;7(")$38#('$
;(B#/$,"7$7&"k3$'#,;(a#$38#5$"##7$,$%("(/3'5$'#;,3(&"/8(4$-(38$
/4('(32,;$#;7#'/$2"3(;$38#5$,'#$5&2")$,72;3/*$,"7$%,51#$
/3,'3(")$38#('$&-"$6,%(;(#/D$

§ G8&/#$5&2")$4#&4;#$-8&$7&$/##.$&23$,$%("(/3'5$'#;,3(&"/8(4$
-(38$/4('(32,;$#;7#'/$,'#$/&%#-8,3$','#$,"7$-(/#D$
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“Apostolic Discipleship”181 
$
+"$%5$,'3(0;#*$Discipleship & the Equipping Ministries#(!*$+$

7(/02//$,3$;#")38$38#$4,'3(02;,'$%("(/3'5$'#;,3(&"/8(4/$1#3-##"$,$
7(/0(4;#$,"7$,"$,4&/3;#*$4'&48#3*$#B,")#;(/3*$/8#48#'7*$,"7$
3#,08#'D$H#'#*$+$-&2;7$;(.#$3&$(7#"3(65$38,3$-8(08$#,08$&6$38#/#$
L8'(/3P,44&("3#7$%("(/3'(#/$8,B#$("$0&%%&"K$I:4&/3&;(0(35JD$$$
$
“Apostolic” 
$
“… He gave gifts to men…. And He gave the apostles, the 
prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds, and teachers, for the 
equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the 
building up of the body of Christ….”183  
$
G8(/$4,//,)#$3#;;/$2/$38,3$<#/2/$),B#$0#'3,("$)(63/$3&$%#"$,"7$
),B#$0#'3,("$%#"$,/$)(63/$3&$38#$L82'08D$9&%#38(")$-8(08$(/$
(%4&'3,"3$6&'$2/$3&$2"7#'/3,"7$(/$38(/K$+"$12(;7(")$H(/$L82'08*#(*$
<#/2/$1;#//#/$%#"$F$"&3$%#38&7/D$G8#'#$%,5$1#$/&%#$B,;2#$("$

 
181 What follows is material which dates back approximately 30 years and has been edited and 
restructured for this article.   
182 For a complimentary .PDF copy of this and other articles, Email: AtChristsTable@gmail.com   
183 Ephesians 4:11-12 (ESV). Whereas the NASB reads "as apostles", etc. and the NKJV reads 
"to be apostles”, etc., neither "as" nor "to be" are in the Greek text.)  
184 Matthew 16:18 
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0&"/(7#'(")$7(/0(4;(")$%#38&7&;&)(#/Q$123$("$38#$#"7*$<#/2/$
1;#//#/$7(/0(4;#/$38'&2)8$%#"$',38#'$38,"$38'&2)8$%#38&7/D$$
$
:),("*$<#/2/$),B#$0#'3,("$)(63/$3&$%#"*$,"7$),B#$0#'3,("$%#"$,/$
)(63/$3&$38#$L82'08D$G8#$,4&/3;#$S,2;$-,/$,1;#$3&$/,5$3&$38#$
G8#//,;&"(,"/*$“You know what kind of men we proved 

ourselves to be….”#(&$G8,3$-8(08$]2,;(6(#/$38#/#$%#"$3&$#]2(4$38#$
L82'08$(/$"&3$38#('$62;6(;;(")$38#$4'#/244&/#7$IT&1$7#/0'(43(&"/J$&6$
,4&/3;#*$4'&48#3*$#B,")#;(/3*$/8#48#'7*$3#,08#'*$123$',38#'$-8&$
38#5$,'#$,/$,%1,//,7&'/$&6$L8'(/3#('D$G8#/#$,'#$%#"$-8&$Ihave 

been with Jesus”#("*$,"7$1'(")$38#$4'#/#"0#$&6$<#/2/D$$
$
V&-*$("$/,5(")$38#/#$38(")/*$+$:W$V!G$9:h+VU$38,3$#B#'5$
%("(/3#'$-8&$0;,(%/$3&$1#$,"$,4&/3;#*$,$4'&48#3*$,"$#B,")#;(/3*$,$
4,/3&'*$&'$,$3#,08#'$(/$("8#'#"3;5$I,4&/3&;(0JD$+$,%$6,'$6'&%$#B#"$
(%4;5(")$38,3D$G8#$4&("3$+$#"7#,B&'#7$3&$%,.#$("$The Condition 

of the Church$(/$38,3$%&/3$%("(/3#'/$,33#%43(")$3&$I#]2(4$38#$

/,("3/J$,'#*$("$6,03*$V!G$I,4&/3&;(0JD$R8,3$+$:W$9:h+VU$(/$38(/K$
bB#'5$%("(/3#'$-8&$8,/$1##"$3'2;5$)(B#"$3&$38#$L82'08$,/$,$)(63$

 
185 1 Thessalonians 1:5 The Amplified Bible 
186 2 Corinthians 5:20 
187 Acts 4:13 
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6'&%$38#$,/0#"7#7$L8'(/3$-(;;$4'&B#$3&$8,B#$38(/$I,4&/3&;(0J$
]2,;(35$-8(08$+$,%$7(/02//(")D#(($$
$
<2/3$,/$38#'#$(/$,"$#//#"3(,;$7(66#'#"0#$1#3-##"$38#$%("(/3'5$&6$
3#,08(")$,"7$38#$%("(/3'5$&6$7(/0(4;(")$_/4#0(6(0,;;5*$“teaching 

them to observe all Christ commanded”`*$38#'#$(/$,;/&$,"$
#//#"3(,;$7(66#'#"0#$1#3-##"$%("(/3'5$,"7$I,4&/3&;(0J$%("(/3'5D$
:"7$;(.#-(/#*$38#'#$(/$,$7(66#'#"0#$1#3-##"$Id(/0(4;#/8(4J*$,/$
0&"B#"3(&",;;5$2"7#'/3&&7*$,"7$I:4&/3&;(0$d(/0(4;#/8(4JD$$
$
:;38&2)8$38#'#$,'#$B,'(&2/$/08&&;/$&6$38&2)83$&"$7(/0(4;(")*$,"7$
7(66#'#"3$%#38&7&;&)(#/$,'#$4'&%&3#7*$+$38(".$(3$(/$3'2#$3&$/,5$38,3$
7(/0(4;#/8(4$(/$0&"B#"3(&",;;5$2"7#'/3&&7$3&$1#$,$%("(/3'5$-8(08$
6&02/#/$&"$38#$("(3(,;$7#B#;&4%#"3$&6$38#$1,/(0$0&%4&"#"3/$&6$38#$
L8'(/3(,"$;(6#*$/208$,/$N(1;#$'#,7(")*$4',5#'*$;&0,;$082'08$
,33#"7,"0#*$&1#7(#"0#*$/3#-,'7/8(4*$-(3"#//(")*$#30D$I:4&/3&;(0$

 
188 So that the reader doesn’t miss the point of what I desire to communicate here: The debate 
concerning whether the ministry of the apostle still exists for the Church today or “passed  away” 
in the first century, in this case, is quite beside the point.  Apostolic (adjective) teaching, based 
on the apostles’ (noun)  teaching recorded in the Scriptures is an absolutely necessary and sorely 
lacking genre and quality of  teaching having a particular approach and goal – viz. to lay the 
foundation of Christ and to build Christ experientially in the lives of individuals and churches.  I 
am focusing here on the adjective, apostolic, rather than the noun, apostle – specifically, a genre 
and quality of faith and practice (Jude 3), rather than a supposed job description of an apostle. 
However, I do not hold to dispensationalism or cessationism – I do believe that all the equipping 
ministries in the New Testament are for today. I deal with this issue in the afore-mentioned 
article,  Discipleship & the Equipping Ministries.                
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d(/0(4;#/8(4J$0#'3,(";5$,77'#//#/$38#/#$38(")/*$123$-8(;#$(3$(/$
2"7#'/3&&7$3&$1#$I6&2"7,3(&",;J*$(3$(/$"&3$;&&.#7$&"$,/$1#(")$
/&%#38(")$I("(3(,;J*$("$6,03*$(3$(/$4#'0#(B#7$,/$/&%#38(")$I#3#'",;JD$$
$

).34=5I)165131861==%
$
d(/0(4;#/8(4$8,/$3&$7&$-(38$38#$L8'(/3(,"$;(6#D$N23*$-8#'#,/$
0&"B#"3(&",;$7(/0(4;#/8(4$6&02/#/$&"$%#'#;5$7#B#;&4(")$B,'(&2/$
4',03(0#/$&6$38#$L8'(/3(,"$;(6#*$6('/3$,"7$6&'#%&/3*$I:4&/3&;(0$
d(/0(4;#/8(4J$6&02/#/$&"$."&-(")$L8'(/3*$-8&$+9$&2'$;(6##()D$$
$
I:4&/3&;(0$d(/0(4;#/8(4J$8,/$,$B#'5$7#6("(3#$L8'(/3P0#"3#'#7$
,44'&,08*$6&02/(")$&"$L8'(/3$,/$38#$L#"3#'$&6$L8'(/3(,"(35*$L8'(/3$
,/$38#$R,5*$38#$G'238*$,"7$38#$E(6#$6&'$38#$7(/0(4;#*$,/$-#;;$,/$
L8'(/3$,/$38#$M&2"7,3(&"$,"7$H#,7$&6$38#$L82'08D$$
I:4&/3&;(0$d(/0(4;#/8(4J$(/$,;;$,1&23$)'&-(")$("$c#B#;,3(&"$&6$
L8'(/3*$c#;,3(&"/8(4$-(38$L8'(/3*$,"7$c#6;#03(&"$&6$L8'(/3D$G8(/$
#//#"3(,;$08,',03#'(/3(0$F$-8(08$+$,%$'#6#''(")$3&$,/$I,4&/3&;(0J$P$(/$
#(38#'$/##"$,"7$)',/4#7$&'$(3$(/"O3D$+3$(/$#(38#'$38#$0&'#$&6$38#$
7(/0(4;#/8(4$&'$(3$(/$#//#"3(,;;5$%(//(")D$$$$$$$$$
$

 
189 Colossians 3:4 
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#>:=5:94A%<199:2=.4>%
$

:03/$>KZ>$3#;;/$2/$38,3$38#$7(/0(4;#/$“were continually devoting 

themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship….”$+"$8(/$
0&%%#"3,'5$&"$38(/$B#'/#*$<&8"$U(;;*$'#%("7/$2/$38,3$38#$7(/0(4;#/$
-#'#$,;/&$6#;;&-/8(44(")$-(38$38#$,4&/3;#/D$G8#$/5"3,\$("$38#$
U'##.$3#\3$8,/$1&38$38#$3#,08(")$,"7$38#$6#;;&-/8(4$'#6#''(")$1,0.$
3&$I38#$,4&/3;#/JD$+"$6,03*$G8#$:%4;(6(#7$N(1;#$3',"/;,3#/$(3$,/K$I38#$
("/3'203(&"$,"7$6#;;&-/8(4$&6$38#$,4&/3;#/JD$$
$
R8,3$(/$38#$/()"(6(0,"0#$&6$38#$6,03$38,3$38#$7(/0(4;#/$I-#'#$
0&"3("2,;;5$7#B&3(")$38#%/#;B#/$3&$38#$,4&/3;#/O$6#;;&-/8(4J^$
R8,3$-,/$38#$",32'#$&6$38(/$I6#;;&-/8(4J^$R8,3$-,/$3,.(")$4;,0#$
72'(")$38(/$I6#;;&-/8(4J^$d(/0(4;(")#)$D$:$/()"(6(0,"3$,/4#03$&6$
I:4&/3&;(0$d(/0(4;#/8(4J$(/$38,3$38#$'#;,3(&"/8(4$1#3-##"$38#$
7(/0(4;#$,"7$38#$&"#$7(/0(4;(")$(/$,$W+V+9Gch$cbE:G+!V9H+SD$
G8#/#$%,5$,;/&$1#$6'(#"7/8(4/*$123$38#5$,'#$%("(/3'5$'#;,3(&"/8(4/$
15$",32'#D$9&%#38(")$("$,77(3(&"$3&$82%,"$6'(#"7/8(4$(/$3,.(")$
4;,0#$("$38#/#$'#;,3(&"/8(4/D$G8#$;(6#$&6$L8'(/3$(/$1#(")$%("(/3#'#7$
38'&2)8$38#$94('(3$,"7$38#$-&'7$&6$L8'(/3D$+"$<&8"k/$)&/4#;*$<#/2/$
(/$'#0&'7#7$,/$/,5(")K$“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh 

 
190 Alternative terms may be: “Mentoring” and/or “Spiritual Parenting”. 
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profits nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are spirit 
and are life.”191 H2%,"$6'(#"7/8(4/$,'#$)&&7*$123$,"$("3#"3(&",;$
%("(/3'5$'#;,3(&"/8(4$(/$B(3,;$6&'$7(/0(4;#/8(4D$9("0#$(3$3,.#/$38#$
,238&'(35$&6$L8'(/3$3&$%,.#$,$7(/0(4;#$&6$L8'(/3*$,238#"3(0$%("(/3'5$
'#;,3(&"/8(4/$/8,'#$38#$;(6#$&6$L8'(/3*$/4#0(6(0,;;5*$38#5$,'#$$
L8'(/3P0#"3#'#7$'#;,3(&"/8(4/$38'&2)8$-8(08$L8'(/3$(/$'#B#,;#7$

,"7$'#;,3(&"/8(4$-(38$L8'(/3$(/$"2'32'#7D$ 

$

#>:=5:94A%$1/A.467%
$
:03/$>KZ>$3#;;/$2/$38,3$38#$7(/0(4;#/$“were continually devoting 
themselves to the apostles’ teaching….”$
$
I:4&/3&;(0$d(/0(4;#/8(4J$8,/$3&$7&$-(38$I,4&/3&;(0$3#,08(")JD$+"$%5$
#N&&.*$Apostolic Teaching*#)!$+$7(/02//$,3$;#")38$3#,08(")$-8(08$

(/$I,4&/3&;(0J$("$",32'#Q$123$+$-(;;$,33#%43$3&$/2%%,'(a#$8#'#$15$
/,5(")K$:4&/3&;(0$3#,08(")$(/$3#,08(")$-(38$,$4,'3(02;,'$,44'&,08*$
)&,;*$)#"'#*$,"7$]2,;(35K$$
$

 
191	John	6:63	
192 For a complimentary .PDF copy of this and other articles, Email: AtChristsTable@gmail.com   
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G8#$V#-$G#/3,%#"3$90'(432'#/$#\4;(0(3;5$3#;;$2/$38,3$38#$
6&2"7,3(&"$&6$L8'(/3$(/$;,(7$15$,4&/3&;(0$3#,08(")D#)%$$R8,3$7&#/$
38(/$%#,"^$$H&-$7&#/$,4&/3&;(0$3#,08(")$;,5$38#$6&2"7,3(&"$&6$
L8'(/3^$$$
$
G8#$)&,;$&6$,4&/3&;(0$3#,08(")$(/$38#$brSbc+bVLb$&6$L8'(/3$,"7$
38#$M!cW:G+!V$&6$L8'(/3$("$38#$7(/0(4;#D$G8#'#6&'#*$38#$/21T#03$
%,33#'$&6$,4&/3&;(0$3#,08(")$(/$L8'(/3$F$38,3$(/*$3#,08(")/$:N!eG$
L8'(/3$,"7$38#$3#,08(")/$!M$L8'(/3D$G#,08(")/$:N!eG$L8'(/3$,'#$
6&2"7$("$354&;&)5$38'&2)8&23$38#$!;7$G#/3,%#"3#)**$-8(08$,'#$
-&"7#'62;;5$#"0,4/2;,3#7$("$38#$V#-$G#/3,%#"3$E#33#'$3&$38#$
H#1'#-/D#)&$:"7*$&6$0&2'/#*$38#$3#,08(")/$!M$L8'(/3$,'#$6&2"7$
38'&2)8&23$38#$)&/4#;/*$%,"5$&6$-8(08$,'#$6&2"7$("$38#$i9#'%&"$
&"$38#$W&2"3i$,"7$38#$iS,',1;#/$&6$38#$l(")7&%iD#)'$$$$$
$

 
193 I Corinthians 3:10-11, Ephesians 2:20, 3:1-7 
194 E.G. The Old Testament tabernacle, feasts, and priesthood. I am of the opinion that the 
interpretation of ALL Old Testament typology is for the SOLE purpose of revealing Christ. The 
ONLY purpose of any of my teachings interpreting or incorporating Old Testament typology is 
to reveal Christ.       
195 See my articles: Seeing Christ in the Letter to the Hebrews, Seeing Him Who Is 
Unseen, Tabernacle Truths, and The Foundation of the Church. 
196 See my articles: The Character of the King & His Kingdom, Abide in the Vine, Who Is 
this King of Glory, The Way of the Cross, and Seeing the Kingdom Through the 
Cross.  
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:),("*$,4&/3&;(0$3#,08(")$(/$3#,08(")$-(38$,$4,'3(02;,'$,44'&,08*$
)&,;*$)#"'#*$,"7$]2,;(35$F$(3/$)&,;$(/$38#$brSbc+bVLb$&6$L8'(/3$
,"7$38#$M!cW:G+!V$&6$L8'(/3$("$38#$7(/0(4;#D$+3$(/$&1B(&2/$38,3$
38#$L82'08$8,/$,$4;#38&',$&6$3#,08(")$%("(/3'(#/D$S#'/&",;;5*$+$
38(".$(3$(/$T2/3$,/$&1B(&2/$38,3$(3$8,/$,$7#,'38$&6$,4&/3&;(0$3#,08(")$
%("(/3'(#/D$+"$&'7#'$3&$&1#5$38#$E&'7O/$0&%%(//(&"$3&$“disciple all 

peoples”*$38#$L82'08$"##7/$3&$“continue steadfastly”$,"7$“be 

devoted to”$,4&/3&;(0$3#,08(")D#)"$$$
$
R8#"$38#$,/0#"7#7$L8'(/3$)(B#/$,"$#]2(44(")$%("(/3'5$)(63*$H#$
,;/&$)(B#/$38#$"#0#//,'5$)',0#$3&$62;6(;;$38,3$%("(/3'5D$$G8#$
,4&/3&;(0$3#,08(")$%("(/3'5$(/$38#$/4#0(,;$)',0#$3&$3#,08$38#$
cbfbE:G+!V$&6$38#$%5/3#'5$&6$L8'(/3$("$/208$,$-,5$,/$3&$1'(")$,$
4#&4;#$("3&$62;;"#//$&6$cbE:G+!V9H+S$-(38$L8'(/3*$-(38$,$B(#-$3&$
cbMEbLG+!V$&6$L8'(/3$F$15$38#$-&'.(")$&6$38#$94('(3D$$$
$
“And we all, with unveiled face, continually seeing as in a 
mirror the glory of the Lord (in the face of Jesus Christ – Cf. 4:6), 
are progressively being transformed into His image from [one 
degree of] glory to [even more] glory, which comes from the 
Lord, [who is] the Spirit.” 2 Corinthians 3:18 AMP 

$

 
197 Acts 2:42 
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Bill & Frances Furioso  
~ At Christ’s Table ~  

 
  
 
 
 
 
!

 
 
 
 
Bill and Frances have been married for more than 40 years, and have two children, 
four grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. Being an avid student by nature, Bill 
has done formal study in various fields including Education, Music, Philosophy and 
Theology.  Bill and Frances served as missionaries in South Africa for thirteen years 
helping to establish churches and train church leaders. Their Bible teaching ministry has 
taken them throughout the United States, as well as to other countries like Brazil, 
England, and Zimbabwe. They have pastored several churches, and as an itinerant Bible 
teacher, Bill has ministered in hundreds of churches on four continents. As a writer, he 
has authored many publications which are distributed to church leaders worldwide. Bill 
and Frances have ministered together speaking in churches, leading spiritual formation 
seminars, personal mentoring, and administrating an international partnership of church 
leaders. Because of Bill’s disabilities resulting from a spinal cord injury, their ministries 
of  writing, recording, distributing, mentoring, and correspondence are now primarily via 
the Internet... www.AtChristsTable.org    
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ACTpublications 
 

“… explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.”   1 Corinthians 2:13 
 

A teaching ministry from Bill and Frances Furioso 
!

At Christ’s Table 
 

Disciples of the King and His Kingdom eating and drinking of Jesus 
 
THE HEAD 
        THE CENTER 
                THE FOUNDATION  
                        of Biblical Christianity 

 with a view to 
                      REVELATION of Christ  
                                                  RELATIONSHIP with Christ                                                      
                                                                                     REFLECTION of Christ 
 

 
FREE ONLINE MINISTRY RESOURCES 

OUR WEBSITE: www.AtChristsTable.org  
 

WRITTEN MESSAGES 
Restoration Library: https://usr.helps7.com/AtChristsTable/indexA.html 

Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 
WordPress: https://atchriststable.wordpress.com/ 

 
RECORDED MESSAGES 

YouTube: www.YouTube.com/user/BillFurioso   
Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 

SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/user-648428572 
Spreaker: https://www.spreaker.com/user/14502151 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/atchriststable  
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/at-christ-s-table-ministries-254b5320/ 

Twitter: https://www.twitter.com/atchriststable1 $
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