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Introduction 
 

!"#$%&'(%'%)'*+,-./'*%+0),-%01%23%&$'*+4%%56%!"#$%+*,$(%+0%78$+%,+%
01%)')$*9:%!%&'#$%;0.1(%,+%<.,+$%(,;;,-./+%=10>,18%>&$*$%+0%?$8,1%
>,+&%+&,6%+0),-4%%!+%6$$26%7,16$)'*'?/$9%;*02%6.?@+0),-6%'1(%*$/'+$(%
+0),-64%%A&$%+0),-%,6%7B0(@C$1+$*$(1$669%D%)'*+,-./'*/3:%B0(@
C$1+$*$(1$66%#64%E'1@C$1+$*$(1$66%,1%+&$%C&*,6+,'1%F,;$%'1(%
E,1,6+*3%0;%+&$%C&.*-&4%%!;%!%>$*$%+0%'6=%30.%7G&$*$%6&0./(%!%
?$8,1H9:%,+%6$$26%-$*+',1%30.%>0./(%6'3:%7G$//:%0?#,0.6/3:%?$8,1%
>,+&%B0(%I*'+&$*%+&'1%E'1J49%%!1%+.*1:%!%>0./(%'6=:%7G&3%,6%+&'+%60%
0?#,0.6H9%%A&$%'16>$*%,6%0.*%6.?K$-+%2'++$*4%%%
% !1%0*($*%+0%'((*$66%+&$%+0),-%0;%7B0(@C$1+$*$(1$669:%>$%
1$$(%+0%,1#$6+,8'+$%B0("6%,1+$1+,01%D%L,6%)/'1%'1(%).*)06$%D%,1%
-*$'+,014%%51(%,1%0*($*%+0%)*0)$*/3%.1($*6+'1(%+&,6:%>$%1$$(%+0%
6$$%+&,186%;*02%B0("6%)0,1+%0;%#,$>4%%51(%,1%0*($*%+0%&'#$%B0("6%
)0,1+%0;%#,$>:%>$%1$$(%+0%'(0)+%'1%$+$*1'/%)$*6)$-+,#$4%%!%(01"+%
+&,1=%,+%6&0./(%?$%(,;;,-./+%+0%'-=10>/$(8$%+&'+%>$%'//%+$1(%+0%?$%
E'1@C$1+$*$(%*'+&$*%+&'1%B0(@C$1+$*$(:%6$$%+&,186%;*02%'%6$/;@
-$1+$*$(%)0,1+%0;%#,$>%*'+&$*%+&'1%B0("6%)0,1+%0;%#,$>:%'1(%8,#$%
2.-&%20*$%+&0.8&+%+0%+&$%';;',*6%0;%+&,6%/,;$%+&'1%$+$*1,+34%
A&$*$;0*$:%>$%>0./(%'/60%1$$(%+0%'6=:%7G&'+%-'1%?$%(01$%'?0.+%
-&'18,18%'//%+&,6H9%%M*%?$++$*:%7G&'+%&'6%B0(%)*0#,($(%'6%'%
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2$'16%0;%-&'18,18%0.*%+$1($1-,$6H9%%A&$%N,?/,-'/%'16>$*%>0./(%
?$%D%+&$%-*066%D%10+%01/3%+&$%2$66'8$%0;%+&$%-*066:%?.+%'/60%+&$%
>'3%0;%+&$%-*066%D%'%*'*$%+0),-%;0*%+&$%)*$6$1+%8$1$*'+,014%%%%%%
% O0:%/$+"6%76+'-=9%+&$%+0),-6:%'6%,+%>$*$P%
%
Ø A&$%Q,#,1$%R$*6)$-+,#$%D%%
O$$,18%;*02%B0("6%R0,1+%0;%S,$>%
%
Ø A&$%Q,#,1$%!1+$1+,01%D%%
B0("6%T+$*1'/%R/'1%'1(%R.*)06$%,1%C*$'+,01%
%%
Ø B0(@C$1+$*$(1$66%,1%+&$%C&*,6+,'1%F,;$%'1(%C&.*-&%
%
Ø A&$%Q,#,1$%U$-+,;,-'+,01%D%%
A&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%'6%B0("6%O0/.+,01%+0%O$/;@C$1+$*$(1$66%%
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The Divine Perspective 
Seeing from God’s Point of View 

 O0/0201%>*0+$%,1%T--/$6,'6+$6P%“He has made everything 
appropriate in its time. He has also set eternity in their heart, yet so that 
man will not find out the work which God has done from the beginning 
even to the end.”!%%!%?$/,$#$%>$%-'1%.1($*6+'1(%O0/0201%+0%?$%
6'3,18%602$+&,18%/,=$%+&,6P%7!+%6$$26%/,=$%+&$*$%,6%'%).*)06$%+0%
-*$'+,01":%'1(%'/+&0.8&%E'1%-'110+%+0+'//3%.1($*6+'1(%,+%10>:%
B0(%&'6%-*$'+$(%&,2%6.-&%+&'+%,+%,6%&,6%#$*3%1'+.*$%+0%>'1+%+0%
=10>%'1(%.1($*6+'1(%B0("6%$+$*1'/%)/'1%'1(%).*)06$%,1%

-*$'+,0149%%A&$%52)/,;,$(%N,?/$%6'36%,+%+&,6%>'3P%“He also has 
planted eternity in men's hearts and minds [a divinely implanted sense 
of a purpose working through the ages which nothing under the sun, but 
God alone can satisfy]….” %A&$%V0.18"6%F,+$*'/%A*'16/'+,01%'-+.'//3%
0;;$*6%'%&0)$%;0*%602$%76'+,6;'-+,019:%'6%,+%>$*$:%$#$1%(.*,18%0.*%
+,2$%01%$'*+&4%%!+%*$'(6%/,=$%+&,6P%”…  that knowledge He hath put in 
their heart without which man findeth not out the work that God hath 
done from the beginning even unto the end.”%!%?$/,$#$%+&'+%B0(%>'1+6%
.6%+0%.1($*6+'1(%L,6%T+$*1'/%R/'1%'1(%R.*)06$%,1%C*$'+,014%%!%
?$/,$#$%+&,6%6,2)/3%?$-'.6$%L$%&'6%*$#$'/$(%,+%,1%+&$%O-*,)+.*$P%%!1%

 
1 Ecclesiastes 3:11.  Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture is quoted from the New American 
Standard Bible. 
2 See the preceding verses 1-10 in Ecclesiastes 3.  
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T)&$6,'16%WPX@Y:%+&$%')06+/$%R'./%6+'+$6P%“Even before the world 
was made, God had already chosen us to be his through our union with 
Christ, so that we would be holy and without fault before him. Because 
of his love God had already decided that through Jesus Christ he would 
make us his children—this was his pleasure and purpose.”3   
% !1%+&,6%)'66'8$:%+&$%)&*'6$%“before the world was made”%
6&0>6%.6%+&'+%,1%0*($*%+0%)*0)$*/3%.1($*6+'1(%B0("6%T+$*1'/%R/'1%
'1(%R.*)06$%,1%C*$'+,01:%>$%2.6+%6$$%;*02%+&$%Q,#,1$%
R$*6)$-+,#$%D%>$%2.6+%6$$%;*02%B0("6%R0,1+%0;%S,$>%D%+&'+%,6:%
;*02%'1%$+$*1'/%)$*6)$-+,#$4%%B0("6%)$*6)$-+,#$%,6%'1%$+$*1'/%
01$4%%E'1"6%)$*6)$-+,#$%,6%+$2)0*'/4%%A&$%O-*,)+.*$#%+$//6%.6%+&'+%
>&'+%>$%6$$%,6%7+$2)0*'/9:%?.+%>&'+%>$%(01"+%6$$%IB0(%'1(%+&$%
+&,186%0;%B0(J%'*$%7$+$*1'/94%%7A$2)0*'/9$%2$'16%$1(.*,18%;0*%'%
>&,/$:%;0*%'%6$'6014%%!;%>$%'*$%1$$(,18%'1(%>'1+,18%+0%=10>%>&$*$%
,+%'//%-'2$%;*02%'1(%>&$*$%,+%,6%'//%80,18:%>$%1$$(%'1%$+$*1'/%
)$*6)$-+,#$%D%.1($*6+'1(,18%+&'+%>&,-&%>'6%,1%+&$%&$'*+%'1(%

2,1(%0;%B0(%?$;0*$%-*$'+,01%'1(%>,//%*$2',1%';+$*%+&$%$'*+&%

)'66$6%'>'34%%%%%%%%
% 5/018%>,+&%+&,6%$+$*1'/%)$*6)$-+,#$:%OTT!ZB%[UME%BMQ"O%
RM!ZA%M[%S!TG%*$<.,*$6%0.*%'8*$$,18%>,+&%'1(%6.?2,++,18%+0%

 
3 Good News Translation 
4 I Corinthians 4:18 
5 (Greek) proskairos: Strong’s # 4340  
6 Matthew 24:35, Mark 13:31, Luke 21:33, II Peter 3:10-13 
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B0("6%)$*6)$-+,#$%01%+&,1864%%G$%2.6+%76,+%>&$*$%B0(%,6%6,++,189:%
'6%,+%>$*$:%'1(%/00=%0.+>'*(%'1(%76$$%>&'+%B0(%,6%6$$,189:%,1%
0*($*%+0%.1($*6+'1(%+&,186%;*02%L,6%)0,1+%0;%#,$>4%%A&,6%).+6%B0(%
>&$*$%L$%*,8&+;.//3%?$/0186%,1%0.*%/,#$6%D%,1%+&$%-$1+$*4%%B0("6%
)0,1+%0;%#,$>%01%+&,186%,6%8,#$1%+0%E'1%?3%B0("6%O),*,+%,1%+&$%N,?/$%
@%B0("6%>0*(64%!;%>$%'8*$$%>,+&%'1(%6.?2,+%+0%'%N,?/,-'/%
)$*6)$-+,#$%01%+&,186:%>$%>,//%&'#$%'%B0(@-$1+$*$(%)0,1+%0;%#,$>%
'1(%10+%'%E'1@-$1+$*$(%)0,1+%0;%#,$>4%%A&,6%,6%'?60/.+$/3%
1$-$66'*3%+0%.1($*6+'1(%B0(%'1(%L,6%T+$*1'/%R/'1%'1(%R.*)06$%
,1%C*$'+,01:%>&,-&%)/'1%'1(%).*)06$%'/60%,1-/.($%0.*%)$*601'/%
/,#$64%%G$%-'1%+&$*$;0*$%'))*$-,'+$%+&$%')06+/$%R'./"6%O),*,+@
20+,#'+$(%)*'3$*%;0*%+&$%C&.*-&P%“We are asking God that you may 
see things, as it were, from His point of view by being given spiritual 
insight and understanding.”&%%A&$%“spiritual insight and 

understanding”%'*$%+&$%$+$*1'/%+*.+&6%8,#$1%+0%E'1%?3%B0("6%O),*,+%
,1%+&$%N,?/$%@%B0("6%>0*(64%%
  

 
7 Colossians 1:9 The New Testament in Modern English by J.B. Phillips 
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The Divine Intention 
God’s Eternal Plan and Purpose in Creation 

 A&$%Q,#,1$%R$*6)$-+,#$%@%O$$,18%;*02%B0("6%R0,1+%0;%S,$>%D%
6&0>6%.6%602$+&,18%-*.-,'//3%,2)0*+'1+P%A&$%Q,#,1$%!1+$1+,01%@%
B0("6%T+$*1'/%R/'1%'1(%R.*)06$%,1%C*$'+,01%@%80$6%>'3%?$301(%
2$$+,18%E'1"6%1$$(64%%[,*6+/3:%B0(%(0$6%10+%$\,6+%;0*%E'1%IE'1@
C$1+$*$(1$66J]%E'1%$\,6+6%;0*%B0(%IB0(@C$1+$*$(1$66J4%%%
O$-01(/3:%+&$%Q,#,1$%!1+$1+,01%@%B0("6%T+$*1'/%R/'1%'1(%R.*)06$%
,1%C*$'+,01%D%80$6%?'-=%?$;0*$%+,2$%D%?$;0*$%+&$%-*$'+,01%D%
?$;0*$%E'1%;$//%,1+0%6,1%,1%+&$%8'*($1%D%'1(%?$;0*$%+&$%['+&$*%
6$1+%+&$%O01%+0%+&,6%$'*+&%+0%*$($$2%E'1%;*02%6,14%%Q0$6%,+%60.1(%
*,8&+%+0%30.:%+&'+%B0(%-*$'+$(%E'1%60%+&'+%L$%-0./(%*$($$2%&,2%
;*02%6,1%D%$1(%0;%6+0*3H%%G'6%+&'+%B0("6%$+$*1'/%)/'1%'1(%
).*)06$H%%Q01"+%>$%K.6+%=10>%,1%0.*%&$'*+6%+&'+%0.*%B0(%&'(%
602$+&,18%2.-&%?$++$*%+&'1%+&'+%,1%L,6%&$'*+%'1(%2,1(H%%

O,201%C&'1%'6=6P%7!6%+&$%-&.*-&%+0%?$%6$$1%'6%'1%
,16+*.2$1+%+0%'--02)/,6&%B0("6%).*)06$%,1%-*$'+,01:%0*%,6%+&$%
-&.*-&%+&$%$\)*$66,01%0;%B0("6%./+,2'+$%).*)06$%,+6$/;H9%%L$%+&$1%
80$6%01%+0%6'3P%7B0(%-*$'+$(%+&$%>0*/(%,1%0*($*%+&'+%L$%2,8&+%
$1+$*%,1+0%'%-0#$1'1+%*$/'+,016&,)%>,+&%&.2'1=,1(^4%A&$%
-0#$1'1+'/%*$/'+,016&,)%'/>'36%,1#0/#$6%+&$%$/$-+,01%0;%'%)$0)/$%
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;*02%'2018%&.2'1=,1(^4%!2)/,$(%,1%+&,6%1$>$*%-'101,-'/%
1'**'+,#$%,6%'10+&$*%>'3%0;%/00=,18%'+%+&$%*$/'+,016&,)%?$+>$$1%+&$%
-&.*-&%?*0'(/3%-01-$,#$(%'1(%-*$'+,01:%'1(%+&'+%,6%+0%6$$%,+%10+%'6%
'10+&$*%$1+,+3%>,+&,1%+&$%/'*8$*%-*$'+,01%?.+%'6%)*,0*%+0%-*$'+,014%%
A&$%-&.*-&%)*$-$($6%-*$'+,01%,1%+&'+%,+%,6%>&'+%B0(%&'6%,1%#,$>%
;*02%'//%$+$*1,+3%'1(%-*$'+,01%,6%+&$%2$'16%?3%>&,-&%B0(%;./;,//6%
&,6%$+$*1'/%).*)06$%,1%+,2$4%%A&$%-&.*-&%(0$6%10+%$\,6+%+0%;,\%'%
?*0=$1%-*$'+,01]%*'+&$*:%+&$%-*$'+,01%$\,6+6%+0%*$'/,_$%+&$%
-&.*-&49'%%
% !%-01-.*P%A&$%C*$'+0*%$\,6+$(%?$;0*$%+&$%C*$'+,014%A&$%
C*$'+0*%&'6%'%).*)06$%;0*%L,6%C*$'+,01P%“… just as He chose us in 
Him before the foundation of the world, that we would be holy and 
blameless before Him. In love He predestined us to adoption as sons 
through Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the kind intention of His 
will.9(%B0("6%).*)06$%;0*%C*$'+,01%,6%+0%;0*2%'%)$0)/$%D%“the 

adoption as sons”:%+&'+%,6:%+&$%C&.*-&4%%%%%
% F$+"6%/00=%'+%R'./"6%>0*(6%'8',1%.6,18%'%(,;;$*$1+%+*'16/'+,01P%
“Even before the world was made, God had already chosen us to be his 
through our union with Christ, so that we would be holy and without 
fault before him. Because of his love God had already decided that 
through Jesus Christ he would make us his children—this was his 

 
8 Excerpt from: Chan, Simon (2006) The Ontology of the Church, Chapter One, Liturgical Theology, The 
Church as Worshiping Community. InterVarsity Press. Cf. Ephesians 1:4; 1 Peter 1:20; Revelation 13:8. 
9 Ephesians 1:4-5 
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pleasure and purpose.”!)%%A&$%Q,#,1$%!1+$1+,01%@%B0("6%T+$*1'/%R/'1%
'1(%R.*)06$%,6%+0%&'#$%5%[5E!FV%M[%OMZO%!Z%ALT%OMZ4%%
G&,/$%*$($$2,18%.6%;*02%6,1%>'6%1$-$66'*3%;0*%B0(%+0%;./;,//%+&$%
Q,#,1$%!1+$1+,01:%,+%,6%10+%L,6%$+$*1'/%)/'1%'1(%).*)06$%,1%-*$'+,014%%
51(%,;%>$%01/3%&'#$%+&,6%E'1@-$1+$*$(%`%Z$$(6@0*,$1+$(%
)$*6)$-+,#$%D%+&'+%B0("6%2',1%)*$@0--.)'+,01%,6%,1%*$($$2,18:%
6'#,18:%&$'/,18:%'1(%?/$66,18%E'1:%+&$1:%10+%01/3%&'#$%>$%2,66$(%
+&$%Q,#,1$%!1+$1+,01:%?.+%0.*%.1($*6+'1(,18%0;%+&$%>&0/$%0;%+&$%
C&*,6+,'1%/,;$:%'6%>$//%'6%+&$%1'+.*$:%2,66,01%'1(%2,1,6+*3%0;%+&$%
C&.*-&%>,//%'//%?$%'6=$>%>,+&%'%6$/;@-$1+$*$(%)$*6)$-+,#$4%%
%% O0:%+&$%Q,#,1$%!1+$1+,01%D%B0("6%T+$*1'/%R/'1%'1(%R.*)06$%,1%
C*$'+,01%>'6%+0%“make us his children” a%'%;'2,/3%0;%6016%,1%A&$%
O01%D%“THIS WAS HIS PLEASURE AND PURPOSE.”%%!1%
U$#$/'+,01%XPWW:%>$%6$$%+&'+%'*0.1(%+&$%+&*01$%,1%&$'#$1%,+%,6%
?$,18%($-/'*$(P%"You are worthy, O Lord our God, to receive glory and 
honor and power. For you created everything, and it is for your pleasure 
that they exist and were created."11%%%[*02%+&,6%O-*,)+.*$%)'66'8$%>$%
/$'*1%+&'+%B0(%-*$'+$(%E5Z%NTC5bOT%!A%B5ST%L!E%
RFT5ObUT4%%%

 
10 Ephesians 1:4-5 The Good News Translation 
11 New Living Translation 
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% A&$%;,*6+%<.$6+,01%'1(%'16>$*%0;%+&$%G$6+2,16+$*%
C'+$-&,62!"%,6%+&,6P%
c.$6+,01%WP%7G&'+%,6%+&$%-&,$;%'1(%&,8&$6+%$1(%0;%2'1H9%%IA&'+%,6:%
7G&'+%,6%+&$%).*)06$%0;%-*$'+,01H9J%
516>$*P%7E'1d6%-&,$;%'1(%&,8&$6+%$1(%,6%+0%8/0*,;3%B0(:%'1(%;.//3%
+0%$1K03%&,2%;0*$#$*49%
% O0:%>$%6$$%+&'+%B0(%-*$'+$(%E'1%[MU%L!O%RFT5ObUT:%
'1(%,1+$1(6%;0*%E'1%+0%&'#$%&,6%60.*-$%0;%)/$'6.*$%,1%B0(4%%G$%
'/60%6$$:%'+%/$'6+%;*02%+&$%)0,1+%0;%#,$>%0;%+&06$%>&0%>$*$%,1%+&$%
G$6+2,16+$*%566$2?/3:%+&'+%B0(%,6%7Z.2?$*%M1$9%D%+&'+%,6:%7!+"6%
10+%'?0.+%30.49%%!+"6%'//%'?0.+%B0(4%%58',1:%B0(%(0$6%10+%$\,6+%;0*%
E'1%IE'1@C$1+$*$(1$66J]%E'1%$\,6+6%;0*%B0(%IB0(@
C$1+$*$(1$66J4%%G$%8$+%+&,6%,1(,-'+,01%,1%+&$%O-*,)+.*$6%*,8&+%;*02%
+&$%?$8,11,18P%%B$1$6,6%WPW%*$'(6P%7!1%+&$%?$8,11,18:%BMQ%^49%%
V$6:%$#$*3+&,18%?$8'1%>,+&%B0(%D%10+%E'14%%O-*,)+.*$%+$'-&$6%
+&'+%$#$*3+&,18%-02$6%;*02%D%&'6%,+6%60.*-$%,1%D%B0(4%%A&$%
')06+/$%R'./%>*0+$%,1%U02'16%WWPef: “For from Him and through 
Him and to Him are all things. [For all things originate with Him and 
come from Him; all things live through Him, and all things center in 

 
12 In 1643 when the Long Parliament of England called the Westminster Assembly to produce 
the Westminster Confession, it also asked for a directory of "catechising". The Catechism was 
completed by the Westminster Assembly in 1647. It was then adopted by the General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland in 1648 and by the Presbyterian Synod of New York and Philadelphia 
in 1788. 

http://www.atchriststable.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Long_Parliament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Assembly
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Confession
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westminster_Assembly
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_Scotland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Presbyterian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_York
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Philadelphia
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and tend to consummate and to end in Him.] To Him be glory forever! 
Amen (so be it).”13  

 

 
13 The Amplified Bible 
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God-Centeredness  
In The Christian Life & Church 

 

 !1%R6'/2%WXPg%Q'#,(%>*0+$: “The Lord looks down from heaven 
upon the children of men, to see if there are any who understand, who 
seek God.” %!%?$/,$#$%+&'+%,1%T\0(.6%WhPX@f%B0(%+0/(%.6%>&'+%,+%,6%
+&'+%L$%>'1+6%E'1%+0%.1($*6+'1(P%%L$%6$+%.6%;*$$%;*02%+&$%
?01('8$%0;%+&,6%>0*/(%'1(%“bore us on eagles’ wings and brought us 

to Himself…. to be a special treasure to Him”14.%%L$%(,(%+&,6%?$-'.6$%
L$%&'6%'/>'36%($6,*$(%+0%&'#$%'%)$0)/$%>&0%>0./(%?$%“a kingdom 

of priests, and a holy nation”4%%!1%0+&$*%>0*(6P%B0(%($6,*$6%'%C&.*-&%
@%+&'+%,6:%'%)$0)/$%6$+%')'*+%;*02%'//%0+&$*%)$0)/$%@%>&0%>0./(%
2,1,6+$*:%10+%01/3%+0%01$%'10+&$*:%?.+%)*,2'*,/3%+0%L,2%D%'%)$0)/$%
>&0%'*$%L,6%76)$-,'/%+*$'6.*$94%%!1%T)&$6,'16%WPWi%R'./%>*0+$%
+&'+%B0(%&'6%“an inheritance in the saints”.%%F,6+$1%+0%602$%0;%+&$%
#'*,0.6%+*'16/'+,016!$%0;%>&'+%R'./%>*0+$%,1%T)&$6,'16%W:%#$*6$%WW%
'?0.+%+&$%C&.*-&P%%

• 7we were made a heritage” 
• “we were also made His inheritance” 
• “we have also been chosen as God’s portion” 

 
14 New King James Version: Thomas Nelson, 1982.  
15 The Logos International Study Bible: Thomas Nelson, 1972.  
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• “we were also made God’s portion” 
%
% !%+&,1=%>$%&'#$%+0%'(2,+%+&'+:%,1%-01+*'6+%+0%+&,6%6),*,+.'/%
)$*6)$-+,#$:%+&$%&.2'1,62%+&'+%)$*#'($6%0.*%+,2$6%&'6%-&'18$(%
+&$%;0-.6%0;%+&$%20($*1%C&.*-&"6%+&$0/083:%6),*,+.'/,+3%'1(%
2,1,6+*3%60%+&'+%,+%&'6%?$-02$%/$66%'1(%/$66%B0(@-$1+$*$(:%'1(%
20*$%'1(%20*$%E'1@-$1+$*$(4%%T#'18$/,-'/6%'1(%C&'*,62'+,-6%
$1K03%+'/=,18%)*,2'*,/3%'?0.+%>&'+%B0(%&'6%(01$%'1(%>,//%(0%[MU%
E5Z4%%O02$%F,?$*'/6%*$2,1(%.6%'?0.+%>&'+%6&0./(%0*%2.6+%?$%
(01$%NV%E5Z4%%G&,/$%R$1+$-06+'/%'1(%L0/,1$66%+*'(,+,016%2'K0*%
01%>&'+%B0(%&'6%'1(%6+,//%($6,*$6%+0%(0%!Z%E5Z4%%Z01$%0;%+&,6%,6%
>*018%D%,+%,6%K.6+%M[[@CTZATU4%%!+%,6%E'1@-$1+$*$(:%,16+$'(%0;%
B0(@-$1+$*$(4%%G&$*$'6:%,1%&,6%#'*,0.6%$),6+/$6%+0%+&$%-&.*-&$6:%
+&$%')06+/$%R'./%).+6%;0*+&%'%#$*3%B0(@-$1+$*$(%)$*6)$-+,#$P%%%
• “For FROM HIM and THROUGH HIM and TO HIM are all 

things.”16 
• “For BY HIM all things were created…all things were created 

THROUGH HIM and FOR HIM.”17 
• “…HIM, FOR WHOM are all things and BY WHOM are all 

things.”18 

 
16 Romans 11:36 
17 Colossians 1:16 
18 Hebrews 2:10 
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• “…FROM WHOM are all things, and we exist THROUGH 
HIM.”19 

%
% G$%'/60%&'#$%+&$%)$*601'/%+$6+,2013%'1(%$\&0*+'+,01%0;%R'./%
'1(%&,6%-0@>0*=$*6P%“For the love of Christ compels20 us, having 
concluded this, that One died for all, therefore all died; and He died for 
all, so that they who live might no longer live for themselves, but for 
Him Who died and rose again on their behalf.”21   
% !1%+&$%;,*6+%-&')+$*%0;%R'./"6%F$++$*%+0%+&$%C&.*-&%,1%
C0/066'$:%!%?$/,$#$%&$%$6+'?/,6&$6%'%;0.1('+,01%;0*%'%B0(@
-$1+$*$(:%*'+&$*%+&'1%'%E'1@-$1+$*$(%-&.*-&%2,1,6+*3%D%51%
'))*0'-&%+0%2,1,6+*3%>&$*$%+&$%C&.*-&%;0-.6$6%01%/0#,18%'1(%
2,1,6+$*,18%;,*6+/3%+0%+&$%F0*(%*'+&$*%+&'1%+0%,+6$/;]%'1(%+&$%F0*(:%
G&0%,6%/0#$:%,1%+.*1%2,1,6+$*6%+0%+&$%)$0)/$%D%?0+&%60#$*$,81/3:%'6%
>$//%'6:%+&*0.8&%01$%'10+&$*4%%G$%&'#$%'/*$'(3%2$1+,01$(%#$*6$%
h%;*02%+&$%j4N4%R&,//,)6%+*'16/'+,01P%“We are asking God that you may 
see things, as it were, from His point of view by being given spiritual 
insight and understanding.”  Z0>%/00=%'+%#$*6$6%Wk%'1(%WiP%%“He is 
before all things, and in Him all things hold together.  He is also the 
Head of the body, the Church; and He is the Beginning, the Firstborn 
from the dead, so that He Himself will come to have first place (or “the 

 
19 I Corinthians 8:6 
20 NKJV 
21 II Corinthians 5:14-15 
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preeminence”22) in everything.”  A&$%B*$$=%>0*(:%)*0+$.0:%2$'16%+0%
?$%8,#$1%;,*6+%)/'-$%,1%*'1=%'1(%,1;/.$1-$4%“He is before all 

things…” %A&$%B*$$=%>0*(:%)*0:%2$'16%L$%,6%'?0#$:%6.)$*,0*%,1%
'//%+&,1864"*%%“In Him all things hold together.”%%A&$%B*$$=%>0*(:%
6.1,6+'10:%2$'16%'*$%&$/(%+08$+&$*:%'*$%6.6+',1$(4%%G&$1%,6%,+%
+&'+%'%2'**,'8$:%'%*$/'+,016&,):%'%-&.*-&%(0%10+%&0/(%+08$+&$*H%%
G&$1%>$%(0%10+%'//0>%C&*,6+%+0%?$%+&$%L$'(%D%>&$1%>$%(0%10+%
8,#$%L,2%;,*6+%)/'-$%0*%+&$%)*$$2,1$1-$4%%%%
% R/$'6$%(01"+%2,6.1($*6+'1(%2$4%%!%'2%10+%6'3,18%+&'+%
2,1,6+$*,18%+0%+&$%2'13%1$$(6%0;%)$0)/$%,6%>*0184%%G&'+%,6%>*018:%
;*02%'%N,?/,-'/%)$*6)$-+,#$:%,6%>&$1%2,1,6+*3%+0%)$0)/$%-02$6%
?$;0*$%2,1,6+*3%+0%B0(:%>&$1%+&$%80'/%0;%?$,18%&$/(%+08$+&$*%>,+&%
01$%'10+&$*%-02$6%?$;0*$%?$,18%&$/(%+08$+&$*%,1%B0(:%'1(%>&$1%
+&$%($6,*$6%0;%)$0)/$%0--.)3%;,*6+%)/'-$%01%+&$%'8$1(':%>&$1%,+%,6%
+&$%F0*(%G&0%6&0./(%&'#$%+&$%)*$$2,1$1-$4%%%
% O0:%;*02%'%N,?/,-'/%)$*6)$-+,#$:%,+%,6%>,+&0.+%<.$6+,01%+&'+%>$%
'?60/.+$/3%1$$(%+0%&'#$P%
%
%
%

 
22 NKJV 
23 All references to the meanings of Hebrew and Greek words are taken from: Strong’s 
Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible and Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words. 
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Ø A&$%Q,#,1$%R$*6)$-+,#$%D%%
O$$,18%;*02%B0("6%R0,1+%0;%S,$>%
Ø A&$%Q,#,1$%!1+$1+,01%D%%
B0("6%T+$*1'/%R/'1%'1(%R.*)06$%,1%C*$'+,01%%
Ø B0(@C$1+$*$(1$66%,1%+&$%C&*,6+,'1%F,;$%'1(%C&.*-&%
%
!+%(0$6%10+%60%2.-&%($)$1(%.)01%0.*%0>1%'?,/,+,$6%+0%'++',1%+0%'1(%
($#$/0)%“spiritual insight and understanding”:%?.+%.)01%0.*%&.2,/,+3%
'1(%>,//,181$66%+0%;0*6'=$%O$/;@C$1+$*$(1$66%;0*%B0(@
C$1+$*$(1$664%%% %
% N.+%6,1-$%>$%.1;0*+.1'+$/3%+$1(%+0%?$%E'1@C$1+$*$(%*'+&$*%
+&'1%B0(@C$1+$*$(:%>$%1$$(%+0%'6=:%7G&'+%&'6%B0(%)*0#,($(%'6%
'%2$'16%0;%-&'18,18%0.*%+$1($1-,$6H9%%A&$%N,?/,-'/%'16>$*%,6%
ALT%CUMOO%D%10+%01/3%+&$%2$66'8$%0;%+&$%-*066:%?.+%'/60%+&$%
>'3%0;%+&$%-*0664%%A&,6%,6%>&'+%!%*$;$*%+0%'6%A!"#Q$%$&"#
U"'($)$'*($+&#@%A&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%'6%B0("6%O0/.+,01%+0%O$/;@
C$1+$*$(1$664%G,+&0.+%.1($*6+'1(,18%'1(%$2?*'-,18%+&$%>'3%0;%
+&$%-*066:%+&$%C&.*-&%>,//%1$#$*%?$%'?/$%+0%.1($*6+'1(%0*%
$2?*'-$%,+6%B0(@-$1+$*$(%-'//,184%Part II%,6%'%(,6-.66,01%0;%A!"#
G*,#+)#(!"#C-+..P%
%
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Ø A!"#GL5A#*&/#GLV#+)#(!"#C-+..%

Ø O0))"-$&1:#U02$&1#*&/#U"$1&$&1%

Ø 5&#T3*452"#)+-#b.#(+#[+22+6#$&#L$.#O("5.%

Ø 5.5"'(.#+)#(!"#A-0"#C-+..%
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PART II 
 

 
 

The Way of the Cross 
 

The Divine Rectification  

 
The Way of the Cross 

as God’s Solution to Self-Centeredness 
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The WHAT and WHY of the Cross 

 G$%&'#$%(,6-.66$(%7B0(@C$1+$*$(1$669%'1(%;0.1(%,+6%
'1+,+&$6,6%+0%?$%7O$/;@C$1+$*$(1$6694%%!+%,6%+&,6%76$/;@-$1+$*$(1$669%
>&,-&%+&$%7G'3%0;%+&$%C*0669%'((*$66$64%%G&,/$%,+%,6%20*$%+&'1%
+&,6:%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%,6%B0("6%60/.+,01%+0%6$/;@-$1+$*$(1$664%%
!%6'3%,+%,6%720*$%+&'1%+&,69%?$-'.6$%6$/;@-$1+$*$(1$66%,6%'%&.2'1%
)*0?/$2%>&,-&%0*,8,1'+$(%'+%+&$%['//:%>&,/$%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%
,6%+&$%0.+>0*=,18%0;%+&$%Q,#,1$%Z'+.*$:%'1(%+&$*$;0*$:%'1%$+$*1'/%

)*,1-,)/$4%%%

% N.+%>&3%,6%,+%+&'+%>$%'*$%1'+.*'//3%6$/;@-$1+$*$(%>&$1%>$%
>$*$%'-+.'//3%-*$'+$(%+0%?$%B0(@-$1+$*$(H%%F$+"6%?$8,1%'+%+&$%
?$8,11,18%>&$*$%,+%'//%?$8'14%%!1%+&$%g+,%'1(%e-,%-&')+$*6%0;%+&$%
N00=%0;%B$1$6,6:%>$%*$'(%'?0.+%+&$%['//%0;%E'14%%!%>,//%)'*')&*'6$%
+&$%6+0*3P%
% B0(%6',(:%7!%&'#$%8,#$1%30.%'%)'*'(,6$%&$*$4%%A&$*$%,6%+&$%
A*$$%0;%F,;$:%'1(%+&$*$%,6%+&$%A*$$%0;%+&$%l10>/$(8$%0;%B00(%'1(%
T#,/4%%!%>0./(%/,=$%;0*%30.%+0%$'+%0;%+&$%A*$$%0;%F,;$:%?.+%10+%;*02%+&$%
A*$$%0;%+&$%l10>/$(8$%0;%B00(%'1(%T#,/4%%M;%-0.*6$:%,1%0*($*%;0*%
30.%+0%/0#$%E$:%'6%!%&'#$%($;,1$(%/0#$:%!%&'#$%8,#$1%30.%'%;*$$%
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>,//]%'1(%30.%-'1%(,6'8*$$%'1(%(,60?$3%E$4"#%%N.+:%;*02%E3%)0,1+%
0;%#,$>:%,+%>0./(%?$%'%800(%+&,18%;0*%30.%10+%+0%$'+%0;%+&$%A*$$%0;%
+&$%l10>/$(8$%0;%B00(%'1(%T#,/4%%!%&'#$%+&$%l10>/$(8$%0;%B00(%
'1(%T#,/%'1(%!%&'#$%-*$'+$(%30.%,1%E3%,2'8$%'1(%/,=$1$664%%V0.%
&'#$%?$$1%-*$'+$(%+0%?$%F!lT%E$:%?.+%10+%5O%E$4%%A&$%(,;;$*$1-$%
,6%+&,6P%56%B0(:%!%&'#$%+&$%l10>/$(8$%0;%B00(%'1(%T#,/%'1(%!%-'1%
&'1(/$%,+%@%30.%-'1"+49%%%
% A&$1%'/018%-'2$%+&$%5(#$*6'*3%D%+&$%01$%>&0%&'+$6%.6:%'1(%
>'1+6%+0%6+$'/:%=,//:%'1(%($6+*03%.64%%L$%6',(%+0%T#$P%7O.*$:%B0(%
6',(%+&'+%L$%/0#$6%30.%'1(%>'1+6%+&$%?$6+%;0*%30.:%?.+%L$%2.6+%
?$%&0/(,18%602$+&,18%?'-=%;*02%30.%'1(%5('2:%,;%L$%>01"+%/$+%
30.%$'+%+&$%;*.,+%0;%+&$%A*$$%0;%l10>/$(8$%0;%B00(%'1(%T#,/4%%
C02$%0#$*%&$*$%'1(%K.6+%+'=$%'%/00=%'+%+&,6%+*$$%;*02%23%)0,1+%0;%
#,$>P%A&,6%,6%?$'.+,;./%;00(%+&'+%>,//%2'=$%30.%>,6$49%%O0:%T#$%+00=%
'%/00=%'+%+&$%A*$$%0;%+&$%l10>/$(8$%0;%B00(%'1(%T#,/4%%51(%;*02%
&$*%)0,1+%0;%#,$>:%+&,6%/00=$(%/,=$%'%800(%($'/4%%O0:%6&$%'1(%&$*%
&.6?'1(%'+$%0;%+&$%A*$$%0;%+&$%l10>/$(8$%0;%B00(%'1(%T#,/4%%!1%

 
24 Humankind is free to love or not love God.  Jesus said:  “IF YOU LOVE ME, keep My 
commandments.”  (John 14:15)  Many would ask: “Why would God create humankind knowing 
that they would fall into sin and suffer the sorrowful consequences of sin?”  Because He freely 
chose to create and love us, He wanted us to freely choose to love Him, even at the risk of our 
choosing not to, for He had a plan of redemption already in place before the fall into sin. 
(Revelation 13:8, Ephesians 1:3-6)   
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60%(0,18:%+&$3%,1%'6%2.-&%6',(%+0%B0(P%7F0*(:%+&'1=6%#$*3%2.-&%
;0*%+&,6%)'*'(,6$:%?.+%>$%;$$/%+&'+%,;%>$%-'1%K.6+%($-,($%;0*%
0.*6$/#$6%>&'+%>$%+&,1=%>,//%?$%800(%'1(%$#,/%;0*%.6:%>$%>,//%?$%
'?/$%+0%2'=$%'1%$#$1%?$++$*%/,;$%;0*%0.*6$/#$649%%%
% G$%6$$%+&$%*$6./+6%0;%+&$,*%-&0,-$%,1%+&$%6'2$%-&')+$*P%+&$3%
*$'/,_$%+&$3%'*$%1'=$(:%'1(%10>%;$$/%/,=$%+&$3%-'110+%6+'1(%?$;0*$%
+&$%F0*(:%'1(%+*3%+0%&,($%;*02%L,6%)*$6$1-$4%%!1%+&$%1$\+%-&')+$*%
>$%6$$%+&'+%+&$,*%601:%C',1:%=,//6%&,6%?*0+&$*:%5?$/4%%G&$1%B0(%
-01;*01+6%&,2%'?0.+%+&,6:%&,6%*$6)016$%,6P%“Am I my brother’s 

keeper?”%!1%0+&$*%>0*(6:%&$%>'6%'-+,18%0.+%0;%&,6%6$/;@-$1+$*$(%
)0,1+%0;%#,$>4%%G$//:%'6%+&$3%6'3P%7A&$%*$6+%,6%&,6+0*39%D%+&$%&,6+0*3%
0;%L.2'1,+3"6%&0)$/$66%'++$2)+%'+%/,#,18%,1($)$1($1+%0;%B0(4%%%
% M.*%$66$1+,'/%6),*,+.'/%1$$(%,6%'%-&'18$%;*02%'%6$/;@
-$1+$*$(%+0%'%B0(@-$1+$*$(%)0,1+%0;%#,$>4%A&,6%7-&'18$9%,6%
+&$0/08,-'//3%*$;$**$(%+0%'6%*$)$1+'1-$4%%A&$%B*$$=%>0*(%
+*'16/'+$(%*$)$1+'1-$%,6P%2$+'10$0"$4%%!+%,6%'%-02?,1'+,01%0;%+>0%
>0*(6P%2$+':%>&,-&%2$'16%+0%-&'18$]%'1(%10$0:%>&,-&%2$'16%+0%
)$*-$,#$4%%%[.1('2$1+'//3:%>$%1$$(%'%-&'18$%0;%)$*-$)+,01%D%>$%
1$$(%+0%-&'18$%0.*%)0,1+%0;%#,$>%D%;*02%'%6$/;@-$1+$*$(%+0%'%

 
25 Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance of the Bible # 3340 and Vine’s Expository Dictionary of 
Biblical Words. 
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B0(@-$1+$*$(%)0,1+%0;%#,$>4%%51(%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%&'6%?$$1%
)*0#,($(%?3%B0(%+0%'--02)/,6&%+&,6%>0*=%,1%;'//$1%&.2'1,+34%
% !"#$%/018%+'=$1%10+$%0;%+&$%/,6+%0;%-&'*'-+$*,6+,-6%+&$%')06+/$%
R'./%8,#$6%,1%&,6%/$++$*%+0%A,20+&3%($6-*,?,18%)$0)/$%>&0%'*$%/,#,18%
,1%+&$%/'6+%('364"%%%A&$%/,6+%?$8,16%>,+&%7/0#$*6%0;%6$/;94"&%%%%%%%%%%%%%
!%(0%+&,1=%+&,6%-&'*'-+$*,_$6%0.*%8$1$*'+,014%%A&$%C&.*-&%'1(%
+&06$%>&0%/$'(%,+%'*$%;'*%;*02%?$,18%$\$2)+4%%V$+:%+&$%
(,6)/'-$2$1+%0;%6$/;@-$1+$*$(1$66%+0%B0(@-$1+$*$(1$66%,6%'%
($;,1,18%-&'*'-+$*,6+,-%0;%C&*,6+%'1(%+&$*$;0*$%0;%+*.$%C&*,6+@
/,=$1$664%%N.+%?$-'.6$%6$/;@-$1+$*$(1$66%,6%60%,1+$*+>,1$(%,1%0.*%
;'//$1%&.2'1%1'+.*$:%>&'+%,6%*$<.,*$(%,6%+&'+%>$%?$%*$8./'*/3%
*$2,1($(%0;%+&$%2$66'8$%0;%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%'6=,18%+&$%L0/3%
O),*,+%+0%'))/3%,+%';*$6&%+0%0.*%/,#$64%%%%%%%
 

 
26 II Timothy 3:1-3 
27 II Timothy 3:1-3 
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What Do We Mean By “The Cross”? 

 N.+%>&'+%$\'-+/3%(0%>$%2$'1%?3%7A&$%C*0669H%%A&$%;,*6+%
2$1+,01%0;%7+&$%-*0669%,1%+&$%N,?/$%,6%6)0=$1%?3%j$6.6%L,26$/;P%
“And He said to all, If any person wills to come after Me, let him deny 
himself [disown himself, forget, lose sight of himself and his own 
interests, refuse and give up himself] and take up his cross daily and 
follow Me cleave steadfastly to Me, conform wholly to My example in 
living and, if need be, in dying also].”28 
% j$6.6%,6%“the Author and Perfecter of faith”"(%'1(%L$%($;,1$(%
7+&$%-*0669%,1%+$*26%0;%7($13,18%6$/;94%%5--0*(,18%+0%j$6.6:%'%
6$-01(%'6)$-+%0;%+&$%($;,1,+,01%0;%7+&$%-*0669%,6%+&'+%,+%,6%7;0*%+&$%
8/0*3%0;%+&$%['+&$*94%%!1%L,6%)*'3$*%+0%+&$%['+&$*%K.6+%?$;0*$%L,6%
'**$6+%'1(%-*.-,;,\,01:%j$6.6%6',(P%%
“Now My soul has become troubled; and what shall I say, 'Father, save 
Me from this hour'? But for this purpose, I came to this hour.  Father, 
glorify Your name " Then a voice came out of heaven: "I have both 
glorified it, and will glorify it again."30  
% M1$%,16,(,0.6%('18$*%'660-,'+$(%>,+&%($6,*,18%+0%>'/=%+&$%
G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%,6%;'//,18%,1+0%+&$%+*')%0;%+'=,18%)*,($%,1%0.*%6$/;@
($1,'/4%%A&,6%(0$6%10+%8/0*,;3%+&$%['+&$*:%?.+%,16+$'(:%,*01,-'//3:%

 
28 Luke 9:23 The Amplified Bible 
29 Hebrews 12:2 
30 John 12:27-28 
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/$'(6%+0%6$/;@8/0*,;,-'+,014%%A&,6%+3)$%0;%6),*,+.'/%)*,($%,6%,1%(,*$-+%
-01+*'(,-+,01%+0%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*0664%%%
% 5%+&,*(%'6)$-+%0;%+&$%($;,1,+,01%0;%7+&$%C*0669%,6%+&'+%,+%,6%
7(',/39:%'6%j$6.6%6',(%+&'+%>$%>$*$%+0%“take up our cross daily and 

follow Him”.%%A&'+%,6:%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%,6%10+%602$%=,1(%0;%
6,18/$%6)$-,'/%'-+%0;%6)$-+'-./'*%6'-*,;,-$%>&,-&%2'3%$#$1%?*,18%
10+0*,$+3%'1(%)0)./'*,+3]%?.+%*'+&$*:%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%,6%'%
(',/3%/,;$%6+3/$%0;%6$/;@($1,'/%D%.6.'//3%,1%>'36%+&'+%2'3%80%+0+'//3%
.110+,-$(%$\-$)+%?3%B0(4%%%%%%
% G$%1$$(%+0%2'=$%'%(,6+,1-+,01%?$+>$$1%+&$%7G0*=%0;%+&$%
C*0669%'1(%+&$%7G'3%0;%+&$%C*0669P%A&$%7G0*=%0;%+&$%C*0669%,6%
C&*,6+"6%6'-*,;,-,'/%>0*=%01%+&$%C*066%'6%“the Lamb of God Who takes 

away the sins of the World”.*!%%A&$%2$66'8$%0;%+&$%7G0*=9%0;%+&$%
C*066%,6%(,*$-+$(%+0%+&$%.1-01#$*+$(%D%+&$%70/(%2'194*"%%A&$%7G'3%
0;%+&$%C*0669%,6%C&*,6+"6%$\'2)/$%>&,-&%L$%8'#$%+0%“any person 

wills to come after Him…and follow Him.”33%%A&'+%,6:%+0%“cleave 

steadfastly to Him, conform wholly to His example”*#:%'1(%“take the 

 
31 John 1:29 
32 Romans 6:6; Ephesians 4:22; Colossians 3:9  
33 Luke 9:23    
34 The Amplified Bible 
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same road with Him that He takes as a habit of life”4*$%%A&$%2$66'8$%
0;%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%,6%(,*$-+$(%+0%+&$%71$>%2'194*%%%%%

 
WHY The Way Of The Cross? 
  

G&3%,6%+&$%7G'3%0;%+&$%C*0669%1$-$66'*3H%%N$-'.6$%,+%,6%
B0("6%>'3%0;%(0,18%+&,1864%%[*02%$+$*1,+3%)'6+%+0%$+$*1,+3%;.+.*$:%
+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%,6%+&$%01/3%>'3%B0(%(0$6%+&,186P%%%

!1%R$+$*%WPWh@gm%,+%,6%>*,++$1P%
19”but with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the 
blood of Christ. 20For He was foreknown before the foundation of the 
world but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you.” 

51(%,1%U$#$/'+,01%WePi%,+%,6%>*,++$1P%%
“All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast--all whose names 
have not been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was 
slain from the creation of the world.”37   

 
35 The Wuest Expanded Translation 
36 Ephesians 2:15, 4:24; Colossians 3:10 
37 New International Version. Now, there are alternative translations for this verse.  Some are 
communicating that it was the “names written in the Lamb’s Book of Life” from (before) the 
creation of the world.  Others, like the NIV, are communicating that it was the “Lamb slain” from 
(before) the creation of the world.37  I favor the later.  Admittedly, both views are logically 
problematic, requiring a worldview and faith in spiritual realities existing before empirical human 
history.  There is an interesting phrase in Hebrew 9:14 which I think could be seen to give added 
support to this concept of “the Lamb slain from the creation”: “… how much more will the blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your 
conscience from dead works to serve the living God?” ( Hebrew 9:14)  “… through the eternal 
Spirit (He) offered Himself”: The simple understanding is that Jesus was able to offer Himself as 
a sacrifice for sin through the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit.  This sacrifice was taking place 
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[*02%+&,6%#$*6$%>$%6$$%+&'+%?0+&%+&$%7G0*=%0;%+&$%C*0669%'1(%+&$%
7G'3%0;%+&$%C*0669%>$*$%$6+'?/,6&$(%,1%B0("6%&$'*+%'1(%2,1(%'6%
L,6%)/'1%'1(%).*)06$%;*02%?$;0*$%+&$%?$8,11,18%0;%+&$%>0*/(4%%%
% 5/60:%'+%+&$%$1(%0;%+&$%N00=%0;%U$#$/'+,01:%,1%+&$%1$>%
&$'#$16%'1(%+&$%1$>%$'*+&:%,1%+&$%2,(6+%0;%+&$%Z$>%j$*.6'/$2:%
>$%6$$%“the throne of God and of the Lamb”*':%G&0%$2?0(,$6%+&$%
G'3%0;%+&$%C*0664%%%
% B0("6%$+$*1'/%)/'1%'1(%).*)06$%>'6%'--02)/,6&$(%01/3%?3%
+&$%F'2?%+&*0.8&%+&$%7G0*=%0;%+&$%C*0669%'1(%+&$%7G'3%0;%+&$%

C*06694%%!1%&,6%#,6,01%,1+0%$+$*1,+3:%+&,6%,6%+&$%+*.+&%>&,-&%+&$%
')06+/$%j0&1%6'>%'1(%&$'*(%($-/'*$(%?3%'18$/6:%+&$%/,#,18%
-*$'+.*$6%'1(%$/($*6%'+%+&$%+&*01$%,1%&$'#$1P%%%
“I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on the throne a book written 
inside and on the back, sealed up with seven seals.  And I saw a strong 

 
through the agency of the Holy Spirit.  That can mean a number of things – one of which is that 
this sacrifice was taking place in the spiritual dimension.  And because it was taking place through 
the eternal Spirit, it could have very well been taking place in “eternity past”, or “from (before) 
the creation of the world”.  This concept is also supported in I Peter 1:19-20: “… but with precious 
blood, as of a lamb unblemished and spotless, the blood of Christ.  For He was foreknown before 
the foundation of the world, but has appeared in these last times for the sake of you.”   In these 
verses, the apostle, Peter, is clearly stating that the Lamb was foreknown before the creation of 
the world.  So, from the Scriptures we know that Christ existed before the creation of the world, 
and that He was foreordained, if not “slain” - before the creation of the world.  So, the Lamb 
“became flesh”, came into the world, and was physically slain during human history; but there 
also seems to be the spiritual reality that He was slain in an eternal, spiritual dimension “from 
(before) the creation of the world”.   
 
38 Revelation 22:1 & 3 
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angel proclaiming with a loud voice, "Who is worthy to open the book 
and to break its seals?"  And no one in heaven or on the earth or under 
the earth was able to open the book or to look into it.  Then I began to 
weep greatly because no one was found worthy to open the book or to 
look into it; and one of the elders said to me, "Stop weeping; behold, the 
Lion that is from the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has overcome so 
as to open the book and its seven seals."  And I saw between the throne 
(with the four living creatures) and the elders a Lamb standing, as if 
slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of 
God, sent out into all the earth.  And He came and took the book out of 
the right hand of Him who sat on the throne.  When He had taken the 
book, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down 
before the Lamb, each one holding a harp and golden bowls full of 
incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  And they sang a new song, 
saying, "Worthy are You to take the book and to break its seals; for You 
were slain, and purchased for God with Your blood men from every tribe 
and tongue and people and nation.  You have made them to be a 
kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth."  
Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels around the throne 
and the living creatures and the elders; and the number of them was 
myriads of myriads, and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud 
voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches 
and wisdom and might and honor and glory and blessing."  And every 
created thing which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth 
and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, "To Him who sits 
on the throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and 
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dominion forever and ever."39%%Q0%30.%6$$H%%A&$%F,01%,6%'%F'2?n%%
M#$*-02,18%D%B0("6%>'3%@%,6%+&*0.8&%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*0664%%
% A&$%')06+/$%j0&1%'/60%>*0+$%+&$%;0//0>,18%,1%01$%0;%&,6%
$),6+/$6P%%
 “By this the love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His 
only begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.  In 
this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His 
Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”40 D%+&$%6,1%6'-*,;,-$%01%+&$%
'/+'*%0;%+&$%-*0664%%
% G&3%+&$%7G'3%0;%+&$%C*0669H%%!+%,6%B0("6%>'34%%[*02%$+$*1,+3%
)'6+%+0%$+$*1,+3%;.+.*$:%,+%,6%+&$%01/3%>'3%B0(%(0$6%+&,1864%%A&,6%,6%
60:%?$-'.6$%?0+&%+&$%7G0*=%0;%+&$%C*0669%'1(%+&$%7G'3%0;%+&$%
C*0669%'*$%)$*;$-+%$\)*$66,016%0;%+&$%#$*3%$66$1-$%0;%B0("6%

1'+.*$:%>&,-&%,6%6$/;@($13,18%/0#$4%%%%%%%%

 

 
39 Revelation 5:1-13 
40 I John 4:9-10 
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Suffering, Ruling And Reigning 

 56%>$%-01+,1.$%>,+&%+&$%<.$6+,01%0;%GLV%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%
C*066:%>$%6$$%+&'+%+&$%O-*,)+.*$6%*$#$'/%+&'+%+&06$%>&0%&'#$%
-02$%,1+0%C&*,6+%'*$%($6+,1$(%+0%*./$%'1(%*$,81%>,+&%L,2%,1%+&$%
'8$%+0%-02$4#!%%!1%0*($*%+0%*./$%'1(%*$,81%G!AL%L,2:%'1(%10+%
-01+*'*3%+0%L,2:%>$%1$$(%+0%/$'*1%LMG%L$%*./$6%'1(%*$,8164%%51(%
>$%=10>%;*02%O-*,)+.*$%'1(%$\)$*,$1-$%+&'+%L$%*./$6%'1(%*$,816%
>,+&%'%6$/;@($13,18%/0#$4%%!;%>$%'*$%+0%*./$%'1(%*$,81%>,+&%L,2:%>$%
'*$%+0%/$'*1%+&,6%6$/;@($13,18%/0#$:%>&,-&%,6%60%-01+*'*3%+0%0.*%6$/;@
-$1+$*$(1$664%%A&,6%,6%602$+&,18%+&'+%>$%2.6+%/$'*1%+0%0?$3]%'1(%
+&,6%7/$'*1,18%+0%0?$39%)*$6$1+6%6.;;$*,18%+0%.64%%!+%,6%$#$1%6',(%0;%
j$6.6%+&'+:%“although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the 

things which He suffered”4#"%%%%%
% 5%2'1%1'2$(%R'./%N,//&$,2$*%>*0+$%$;;$-+,#$/3%-01-$*1,18%
+&$6$%-01-$)+64%%!1%&,6%?00=:%Q$6+,1$(%[0*%A&$%A&*01$:%&$%
(,6-.66$6%0.*%-'//,18%+0%*./$%'1(%*$,81%>,+&%C&*,6+]%'1(%,1%+&$%
6$<.$/:%Q01"+%G'6+$%V0.*%O0**0>6:%+&'+%+&*0.8&%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%
C*066:%>$%/$'*1%+&$%6$/;@($13,18%/0#$%>&,-&%>,//%$1'?/$%.6%+0%*./$%

 
41 Romans 5:17, 8:17; II Timothy 2:12 
42 Hebrews 5:8 

http://www.atchriststable.org/


____________________________________________ 
The	God-Centered	Life ~ Page 33 

W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2009) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  
 

'1(%*$,81%>,+&%C&*,6+4%%N,//&$,2$*%*$;$*6%+0%+&$%C*066%'6%7+&$%
+&*01$%0;%+&$%.1,#$*6$94%
% A&$%')06+/$%R'./%$\)*$66$(%+&$%($6,*$%+0%=10>%C&*,6+%“and 

the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death.”43%%A&,6%
“fellowship44 of His sufferings”%,6%'%)'*+,-,)'+,01%,1:%'%6&'*,18%,1:%+&$%
6.;;$*,186%0;%C&*,6+4#$%%51(%R'./%2$1+,016%+>,-$%,1%&,6%$),6+/$6%+&'+%
,;:%+&*0.8&%+&$6$%6.;;$*,186:%>$%/$'*1%6$/;@($13,18%/0#$%I+&$%G'3%
0;%+&$%C*066J:%>$%>,//%?$%8/0*,;,$(%>,+&%C&*,6+%'1(%*$,81%>,+&%C&*,6+P%
“And if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if 
indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.”46 
'1(%^%
“It is a trustworthy statement: For if we died with Him, we will also live 
with Him; if we endure (suffering), we will also reign with Him….”47 
% G$%-'1%2'=$%+&,6%6.22'*3%+&.6%;'*P%A&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%
,6%($;,1$(%'6%76$/;@($1,'/94%%!1%+&'+%,+%,6%-01+*'*3%+0%6$/;:%+&$%G'3%0;%
+&$%C*066%$1+',/6%'%+3)$%0;%6.;;$*,184%%O,1-$%6$/;@($1,'/%'1(%
6.;;$*,18%'*$%-01+*'*3%+0%0.*%1'+.*'/%6$/;:%>$%2.6+%7/$'*1%
0?$(,$1-$%;*02%+&$%+&,186%>$%6.;;$*94%%51(:%,;%>$%/$'*1%+&$%G'3%

 
43 Philippians 3:10    
44 (Greek) koinonia  
45 Paul also referred to his sufferings as “filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions” 
(Colossians 1:24), indicating that God intends for Christ’s sufferings to continue in some manner 
through the members of Christ’s Body, the Church.  
46 Romans 8:17 
47 II Timothy 2:11-12 
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0;%+&$%C*066:%+&'+%,6:%,;%>$%6.;;$*%>,+&%0*%/,=$%C&*,6+:%>$%>,//%/$'*1%

&0>%+0%*./$%'1(%*$,81%'6%L$%(0$6%D%+&'+%,6:%>,+&%6$/;@($13,18%

/0#$4%%%%%
% !1%B'/'+,'16%fPWX:%+&$%')06+/$%R'./%6',(P%%
“But may it never be that I would boast, except in THE CROSS OF OUR 
LORD JESUS CHRIST, through which (the Cross) the world has been 
crucified to me, and I to the world.”%%A&,6%,6%<.,+$%'%6+'+$2$1+%?.+%
6.;;,-$%;0*%10>%+0%)0,1+%0.+%+&'+%&$%*$;$**$(%+0%“the cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ”%D%+&'+%,6:%j$6.6"%-*0664%%N.+%j$6.6%*$;$**$(%+0%MbU%
-*066%>&$1%L$%6',(P%“…let him deny himself, and take up HIS CROSS 

daily, and follow Me.”48%%V$+:%,1%6'3,18%7;0//0>%E$9:%L$%>'6%'/60%
6'3,18%+&'+%ALT%FMUQ"O%-*066%,6%'%)'++$*1%;0*%MbU%-*0664%%A&$%
>*,+$*%+0%+&$%L$?*$>6%-01;,*26%+&,6%,1%+&*$$%)/'-$6%,1%&,6%$),6+/$P%%%%

1) “Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the Author and Perfecter of faith, who 
for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, 
and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”49 

56%“Author and Perfecter of faith”,%j$6.6%,6%0.*%)'++$*1%,1%+&,6%
)*0-$66%0;%“enduring (suffering) the cross”%,1%0*($*%+0%*./$%'1(%
*$,814%%%%
%

 
48 Luke 9:23 
49 Hebrews 12:2 
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2) “For it was fitting for Him, for whom are all things, and through 
whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory, to perfect 
(bring to maturity) the Author of their salvation through 
sufferings.”50 

56%“Author of our salvation”,%j$6.6%,6%0.*%)'++$*1%,1%+&,6%)*0-$66%
0;%6.;;$*,18%+&'+%?*,186%.6%+0%B0("6%8/0*34%
%

3) “Though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things 
which He suffered.  And having been perfected (brought to 
maturity), He became the Author of eternal salvation to all who 
obey Him.”51 

56%“Author of eternal salvation”:%j$6.6%,6%0.*%)'++$*1%,1%+&,6%
)*0-$66%0;%/$'*1,18%0?$(,$1-$%?3%+&$%+&,186%>$%6.;;$*%'1(%?$,18%
7)$*;$-+$(9%I?*0.8&+%+0%2'+.*,+3J4%
% j$6.6%,6%0.*%)'++$*1%,1%+&,6%)*0-$66%D%A&$%7)*0-$669%,6%+&$%
G'3%0;%+&$%C*0664%%51(%+&,6%,6%+&$%0)$*'+,18%)*,1-,)/$%,1%+&$%
)*0-$66P%
“But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the 
Lord (the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Christ52) are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, 
just as from the Lord, the Spirit.”53  

 
50 Hebrews 2:10 
51 Hebrews 5:8-9 
52 II Corinthians 4:6 
53 II Corinthians 3:18 
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% !1%0+&$*%>0*(6:%'6%>$%6$$%j$6.6%'6%0.*%)'++$*1%,1%+&$%
)*0-$66%0;%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%D%6$$,18%L,6%6$/;@($13,18%/0#$%:%
+&$%L0/3%O),*,+%>,//%6),*,+.'//3%+*'16;0*2%.6%,1+0%L,6%,2'8$4%%A&$%
FMUQ"O%-*066%>,//%'-+%'6%'%)'++$*1%;0*%MbU%-*0664%%A&$%FMUQ"O%
6$/;@($13,18%/0#$%>,//%'-+%'6%'%)'++$*1%;0*%MbU%6$/;@($13,18%/0#$4%%%
% A&$%')06+/$%R$+$*%>*0+$P%%
` 
% A&$*$%'*$%'%1.2?$*%0;%>'36%j$6.6%/$;+%.6%“an example for us 

to follow in His steps”%01%+&,6%G'3%0;%+&$%C*0664%%G$%>,//%+'=$%'%
?*,$;%/00=%'+%$'-&%0;%+&$%;0//0>,18P%%
%%%%%%%

v j$6.6%6$+%'1%$\'2)/$%;0*%.6%?3%QTZV!ZB%L!O%G!FF%;0*%+&$%
8/0*3%0;%B0(4%

v j$6.6%6$+%'1%$\'2)/$%;0*%.6%?3%QTZV!ZB%L!EOTF[%M[%
RTMRFT"O%5CCTRA5ZCT%;0*%+&$%8/0*3%0;%B0(4%%

v j$6.6%6$+%'1%$\'2)/$%;0*%.6%?3%QTZV!ZB%L!EOTF[%NV%
5FFMG!ZB%L!EOTF[%AM%Ob[[TU%5A%ALT%L5ZQO%M[%

O!ZZTUO%;0*%+&$%8/0*3%0;%B0(4%
v j$6.6%6$+%'1%$\'2)/$%;0*%.6%?3%QTZV!ZB%L!EOTF[%NV%
ZMA%MRTZ!ZB%L!O%EMbAL%;0*%+&$%8/0*3%0;%B0(4%%
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“An Example for Us  
to Follow in His Steps” 

 
 A&$%O-*,)+.*$6%6)$'=%0;%?0+&%“the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ”$#%'1(%“our cross”$$]%'1(%+&'+%“the cross of our Lord Jesus 

Christ”%,6%'%)'++$*1%;0*%“our cross”4$%%%A&$%F0*("6%6$/;@($13,18%/0#$%
,6%'%)'++$*1%;0*%0.*%6$/;@($13,18%/0#$4%%A&,6%,6%'%6.)$*1'+.*'/:%
+*'16;0*2'+,01'/%>0*=%0;%+&$%L0/3%O),*,+%,1%0.*%/,#$6%>&,-&%
-01;0*26%.6%+0%+&$%,2'8$%0;%C&*,6+:$&%'6%>$%“follow in His steps”%
01%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*0664$'%%F$+"6%/00=%'+%602$%0;%+&$%>'36%,1%
>&,-&%j$6.6%/$;+%.6%“an example for us to follow in His steps”%01%+&,6%
G'3%0;%+&$%C*066P%%
 

 
54 Galatians 6:14 
55 Luke 9:23 
56 Hebrews 2:10, 5:8-9, 12:2 
57 II Corinthians 3:18 
58 I Peter 2:21 
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Jesus set an example for us by 
DENYING HIS WILL 

for the glory of God 
 
 j$6.6%)*'3$(%+0%+&$%['+&$*P%"My Father, if it is possible, let this 

cup pass from Me; yet not as I will, but as You will."59%%j$6.6%6$+%'1%
$\'2)/$%0;%($13,18%0.*%&.2'1%>,//%;0*%+&$%8/0*3%0;%B0(4%%G$%*$'(%
,1%E'++&$>6"6%806)$/P%%
“From that time Jesus began to show His disciples that He must go to 
Jerusalem and suffer many things from the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and be raised up on the third day.  Peter took Him 
aside and began to rebuke Him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This shall 
never happen to You.’  But He turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind Me, 
Satan! You are a stumbling block to Me; for you are not setting your 
mind on God's interests, but man's.’"60  
% R$+$*%>'1+$(%602$+&,18%-01+*'*3%+0%B0("6%>,//P%R$+$*%>'1+$(%
+0%6$$%j$6.6%'/,#$:%0#$*@+&*0>,18%+&$%U02'1%80#$*12$1+:%'1(%
?$,18%6$'+$(%'6%l,18%0#$*%!6*'$/%@%>,+&%R$+$*%6$'+$(%*,8&+%1$\+%+0%
L,24%%R$+$*%$#$1%6',(:%7B0(%;0*?,(4449:%/,=$%&$%>'6%6)$'=,18%B0("6%
>,//4%%N.+%R$+$*"6%>,//%>'6%'-+.'//3%-01+*'*3%+0%B0("6%>,//4%%j$6.6%
-'//$(%&,2%7O'+'19:%>&,-&%2$'16%7'(#$*6'*39:%?$-'.6$%&,6%>,//%
>'6%80,18%'8',16+%B0("6%>,//4%%51(%+&$%*$'601%+&,6%>'6%60%>'6%
?$-'.6$%R$+$*"6%&$'*+%'1(%2,1(%>$*$%;0-.6$(%01%&,26$/;%'1(%

 
59 Matthew 26:39 
60 Matthew 16:21-23 
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6$$,18%+&,186%;*02%'%&.2'1%)0,1+%0;%#,$>:%*'+&$*%+&'1%;*02%'%B0(@
-$1+$*$(%)0,1+%0;%#,$>4%%%%%%
% 5/018%>,+&%($13,18%0.*%0>1%>,//%>&$1%,+%,6%-01+*'*3%+0%B0("6:%
j$6.6%'/60%,16+*.-+$(%.6%+0%($13%+&$%>,//%0;%0.*%/0#$(%01$6%,;%,+%
6+'1(6%,1%+&$%>'3%0;%B0("6%8/0*34%%58',1:%,1%E'++&$>"6%806)$/%
j$6.6%6'36P%
"Do not think that I came to bring peace on the earth; I did not come to 
bring peace, but a sword.  For I came to set a man against his father, and 
a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her 
mother-in-law; and a man's enemies will be the members of his 
household.  He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy 
of Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of 
Me.  And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not 
worthy of Me.  He who has found his life will lose it, and he who has lost 
his life for My sake will find it.”61 
% O0:%>$%6$$%+&'+%>'/=,18%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%-'1%?*,18%'%
6>0*(%D%10+%)$'-$%D%,1%;'2,/3%*$/'+,016&,)64%%A&,6%&'))$16%>&$1%
+&$%>,//%0;%0.*%/0#$(%01$6%?$,18%$\$*+$(%,1%0.*%/,#$6%80$6%-01+*'*3%
+0%+&$%8/0*3%0;%B0(%,1%0.*%/,#$64%%G$%'*$%+&$1%;0*-$(%,1+0%2'=,18%'%
-&0,-$%01%>&0%>,//%?$%/0*(%,1%0.*%/,#$6%D%0.*%/0#$(%01$6%0*%C&*,6+4%%
!;%>$%-&006$%0.*%/0#$(%01$6:%>$%($13%C&*,6+"6%F0*(6&,)%'1(%'*$%
“not worthy of Him”4%%!;%>$%-&006$%C&*,6+%'1(%;,1(%0.*6$/#$6%'+%+&,6%
($)'*+.*$%>,+&%0.*%/0#$(%01$6:%>$%'*$%,1($$(%;0//0>,18%j$6.6%01%

 
61 Matthew 10:34-39.  Jesus quotes from Micah 7:6. 
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+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*0664%%51(%L$%)*02,6$(%+&'+%,;%“for His sake”:%>$%
+$2)0*'*,/3%D%0*%)$*2'1$1+/3%D%/06$%+&,6%;'2,/,'/%)'*+%0;%0.*%60./@
/,;$%":%>$%>,//%;,1(%602$+&,18%,1%)/'-$%0;%,+:%>&,-&%B0(%L,26$/;%&'6%
8,#$1%'6%'%?/$66,18%+&'+%-02$6%>,+&%L,6%>,//%?$,18%(01$4%%%

!
Jesus set an example for us by 

DENYING HIMSELF  
OF PEOPLE’S ACCEPTANCE 

for the glory of God 
 
 j$6.6%6',(:%“I do not receive honor from men.”63%

L$%'/60%6',(P%"A prophet is not without honor except in his hometown 
and in his own household.”64%
% A&$%')06+/$%j0&1%6',(P%“…even His brothers did not believe in 
Him.”65 
% 51(%/,6+$1%+0%>&'+%L,6%0>1%;'2,/3%&'(%+0%6'3P%“But when His 
own people heard about this, they went out to lay hold of Him, for they 
said, ‘He is out of His mind.’”66 
% A&$%O-*,)+.*$%6)$'=6%;0*%,+6$/;P%j$6.6%&'(%+0%($13%L,26$/;%0;%
)$0)/$"6%'--$)+'1-$%;0*%+&$%8/0*3%0;%B0(]%'1(%,;%>$%>'/=%+&$%G'3%

 
62 The Greek word translated “life” here is psuche, meaning not the biological nor spiritual, but 
the soulish part of our lives 
63 John 5:41 New King James Version 
64 Matthew 13:57 New American Standard Bible 
65 John 7:5 New King James Version 
66 Mark 3:21New King James Version 
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0;%+&$%C*066:%60%>,//%>$4%%A&,6%,6%>&'+%F.=$%>*0+$%'?0.+%+&$%
'--$)+'1-$%0;%0+&$*6%,1%/,8&+%0;%+&$%-*066P%%%%
“You are in for trouble when everyone says good things about you. That 
is what your own people said about those prophets who told lies.”67 
%M*%'6%'%)'*')&*'6$%#$*6,01%).+6%,+P%"There's trouble ahead when you 
live only for the approval of others, saying what flatters them, doing 
what indulges them. Popularity contests are not truth contests—look 
how many scoundrel preachers were approved by your ancestors! Your 
task is to be true, not popular.”68   

!
Jesus set an example for us by 

DENYING HIMSELF  
BY ALLOWING HIMSELF 

TO SUFFER AT THE HANDS OF SINNERS 
for the glory of God 

 
 R*0?'?/3%10+&,18%($6-*,?$6%+&,6%?$++$*%+&'1%!6','&"6%
)*0)&$-3%*$8'*(,18%+&$%C&*,6+%'6%+&$%O.;;$*,18%O$*#'1+4%
“He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief; and like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, 
and we did not esteem Him.  Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our 
sorrows He carried; yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, smitten of 
God, and afflicted. But He was pierced through for our transgressions, 

 
67 Luke 6:26 Contemporary English Version 
68 Luke 6:26 The Message 
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He was crushed for our iniquities; the chastening for our well-being fell 
upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed.”69 
% F'+$*:%+&$%'.+&0*%0;%+&$%F$++$*%+0%+&$%L$?*$>6%>*0+$P%“… 
consider Him who has endured such hostility by sinners against 
Himself, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.”70%%51(%&$%
($6,*$(%+0%$1-0.*'8$%+&$%L$?*$>6%+0%-01+,1.$%01%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%
C*066%>&$1%&$%>*0+$P%%
“… remember the former days, when, after being enlightened, you 
endured a great conflict of sufferings, partly by being made a public 
spectacle through reproaches and tribulations, and partly by becoming 
sharers with those who were so treated.  For you showed sympathy to the 
prisoners and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing 
that you have for yourselves a better possession and a lasting one.  
Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.  
For you have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of 
God, you may receive what was promised.”71 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
69 Isaiah 53:3-5   
70 Hebrews 12:3 
71 Hebrews 10:32-36 
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Jesus set an example for us by 
DENYING HIMSELF BY  

NOT OPENING HIS MOUTH 
for the glory of God 

 
 58',1:%+&,6%>'6%6.--,1-+/3%6+'+$(%,1%!6','&"6%)*0)&$-3P%%
“He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He did not open His 
mouth; like a lamb that is led to slaughter, and like a sheep that is silent 
before its shearers, so He did not open His mouth.”72 
% !1%&,6%$),6+/$:%>&$*$%R$+$*%2'=$6%*$;$*$1-$%+0%!6','&"6%
)*0)&$-3:%&$%'/60%?*,186%;0*+&%602$+&,18%20*$%;0*%0.*%,16+*.-+,01P%
“For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for 
you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, Who 
committed no sin, nor was any deceit found in His mouth; and while 
being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no 
threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges 
righteously….”73  
% L$*$:%R$+$*%?*,186%0.+%+&$%;'-+%+&'+%“while being reviled”,%
j$6.6%“did not revile in return”, He uttered no threats; but rather, kept 

entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously”.%%A&*0.8&%L,6%
$\'2)/$:%>$%-'1%6$$%+&'+%=$$),18%6,/$1+%,6%,1+,2'+$/3%*$/'+$(%+0%
+*.6+%,1%B0(%D%+&'+%,6%+*.6+,18%B0(%+0%7(0%+&$%+'/=,189%;0*%.69:%,;%L$%

 
72 Isaiah 53:7 
73 I Peter 2:21-23 
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60%($6,*$64%%B0(%'/60%2'3%($-,($%+0%'/60%=$$)%6,/$1+4%%N.+:%>$%-'1%
+*.6+%,1%+&'+%>&,-&%!6','&%)*0)&$6,$(%6',(P%%
"If anyone fiercely assails you it will not be from Me.  Whoever assails 
you will fall because of you.  Behold, I Myself have created the smith 
who blows the fire of coals and brings out a weapon for its work; and I 
have created the destroyer to ruin.  No weapon that is formed against 
you will prosper; and every tongue that accuses you in judgment you 
will condemn.  This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and 
their vindication is from Me, declares the LORD.”74 
% V$6:%+0%=$$)%6,/$1+:%,1%+&$%2,(6+%0;%-*,+,-,62%0*%'--.6'+,01%,6%
3$+%'10+&$*%$\'2)/$%+&'+%j$6.6%6$+%;0*%.6%,1%>'/=,18%+&$%G'3%0;%
+&$%C*0664%%%%%%

 
74 Isaiah 54:15-17 
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Aspects of the True Cross 
 
 A&$*$%'*$%-$*+',1%'6)$-+6%7V0.*%C*0669%>&,-&%>,//%&$/)%.6%
*$-081,_$%+&$%+*.$%C*066%,1%0.*%/,;$%6,+.'+,0164%%A&$%;,*6+%0;%+&$6$%
,6P%
 
“Your Cross” Is Primarily for “You” 
 
 7V0.*%C*0669%,6%0;%?$1$;,+%)*,2'*,/3%+0%30.4%%!+%,6%10+%)*,2'*,/3%
;0*%+&$%?$1$;,+%0;%602$01$%$/6$%D%/,=$%'1%.16'#$(%/0#$(%01$%;0*%
$\'2)/$4%%M1/3%“The Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ”%&'6%+&$%B0(@
8,#$1%)0>$*%+0%6'#$%602$01$4%%7V0.*%C*0669%(0$6%10+%&'#$%+&$%
)0>$*%+0%6'#$%'1301$4%%!+%,6%>*,++$1%,1%R6'/2%XhPk:%“No man can 

redeem the life of another or give to God a ransom for him.”%&$%%G&,/$%
0.*%>'/=,18%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%-'1%&$/)%?$'*%>,+1$66%+0%C&*,6+%
'1(%*$#$'/%+&$%/0#$%0;%B0(%,1%C&*,6+:%,+%,6%>*018%+0%+&,1=%+&'+%0.*%
>'/=,18%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%+0>'*(6%0*%01%?$&'/;%0;%'10+&$*%-'1:%
,1%'1(%0;%,+6$/;:%?*,18%+&'+%)$*601%+0%6'/#'+,014%%A&,6%2,6+'=$1%,($'%
,6%602$+,2$6%*$;$**$(%+0%'6%'%7E$66,'&%C02)/$\94%%!;%+&$%F0*(%
)*$6$1+6%'1%0))0*+.1,+3%+0%>'/=%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%,1%+&$%
-01+$\+%0;%0.*%*$/'+,016&,)%>,+&%602$01$:%,+%,6%)*,2'*,/3%;0*%0.*%

 
75 New International Version 
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?$1$;,+4%%58',1:%+&'+%7?$1$;,+9%,6%+0 “conform us to the image of His 

Son”4&%%%“God causes all things to work together for good to those who 

love God.”77%%E.-&:%'-+.'//3%$#$*3+&,18:%+&'+%&'))$16%,1%+&$%/,;$%0;%
'%?$/,$#$*%,6%,1+$1($(%?3%B0(%+0%)*$66%30.%,1+0%($$)$*%
*$/'+,016&,)%>,+&%L,24%%O0:%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%,6%602$+&,18%+&'+%
,6%+'=,18%)/'-$%?$+>$$1%30.%'1(%+&$%F0*(4%%!+"6%)066,?/$%+&'+%+&$%
0+&$*%)$*601%,1#0/#$(%2'3%1$#$*%$#$1%?$%'>'*$%0;%7V0.*%C*06694%%
5;+$*%'//:%$#$1%>,+&%*$8'*(6%+0%j$6.6:%G&0%7(,$(%;0*%'//9:%10+%
$#$*301$%&'6%8,#$1%*$-081,+,01%+0%“the Cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ”.    
 
“Your Cross” is Seasonal 
 
 !%6&'*$%+&$%;0//0>,18%;*02%23%)$*601'/%$\)$*,$1-$P%
T--/$6,'6+$6%ePW%*$'(6P%“To everything there is a season, a time for 

every purpose under heaven.”78%%O&0*+/3%?$;0*$%?$,18%+'=$1%(0>1%
;*02%+&$%-*066:%j$6.6%6',(:%“It is finished.”79%%A&$*$%,6%'%6$'601%;0*%
7V0.*%C*0669%D%'%)'*+,-./'*%+,2$%;0*%B0("6%)'*+,-./'*%).*)06$%
+&*0.8&%'%)'*+,-./'*%'))/,-'+,01%0;%+&$%-*0664%%!1%'%)'*+,-./'*%'*$':%
7V0.*%C*0669%>,//%10+%80%01%,1($;,1,+$/34%%B0("6%)'*+,-./'*%>0*=%,1%

 
76 Romans 8:28-29 
77 Romans 8:28-29 
78 New King James Version 
79 John 19:30 
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30.%>,//%?$%7;,1,6&$(9%;0*%'%)'*+,-./'*%6$'6014%%A&$%F0*(%2'3%
7*$#,6,+9%'1%,66.$%'8',1%/'+$*:%,1%0*($*%+0%(0%'%($$)$*%>0*=%,1%+&'+%
'*$'%0;%30.*%/,;$]%?.+%30.%>,//%;,1(%+&$*$%>,//%?$%6$'6016%,1%L,6%
'))/,-'+,01%0;%+&$%-*066%0;%+&'+%'*$'4%%O0:%>&,/$%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%
C*066%,6%($;,1,+$/3%'1%0180,18%/,;$6+3/$:%B0("6%)'*+,-./'*%).*)06$%,1%
'%)'*+,-./'*%'))/,-'+,01%0;%+&$%-*066%,6%6$'601'/%,1%+&'+%6$16$4%%M.*%
$\)$*,$1-$%6&0./(%10+%?$P%($'+&%.)01%($'+&:%.)01%($'+&:%.)01%
($'+&4%%M.*%$\)$*,$1-$%6&0./(%?$P%-*.-,;,\,01%+0%*$6.**$-+,01%/,;$:%
-*.-,;,\,01%+0%*$6.**$-+,01%/,;$:%-*.-,;,\,01%+0%*$6.**$-+,01%/,;$4%%A&$%
*$'601%!%'2%'++$2)+,18%+0%-022.1,-'+$%>&'+%!%?$/,$#$%,6%+&$%>'3%
B0(%($'/6%>,+&%L,6%-&,/(*$1%,6%?$-'.6$%O'+'1%($'/6%>,+&%.6%
(,;;$*$1+/3:%'1(%>$%1$$(%+0%?$%'?/$%+0%+$//%+&$%(,;;$*$1-$4%%G&$1%
>$%'//0>%B0(%+0%&'#$%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%,1%0.*%/,#$6:%;*$<.$1+/3%
O'+'1%>,//%;0//0>%,1%B0("6%;00+6+$)69%>,+&%'%7-0.1+$*;$,+%-*0669P%
5;+$*%B0(%&'6%?*0.8&+%'1%$1(%+0%L,6%>0*=%0;%+&$%-*066%,1%'%
6$'601:%O'+'1%>,//%+*3%+0%-01+,1.$%01%>,+&%'%-0.1+$*;$,+%>0*=%
?*,18,18%6.;;$*,18%'1(%60**0>:%>&,-&%B0(%&'6%10+%6'1-+,01$(4%%
A&,6%,6%&0>%>$%-'1%(,6+,18.,6&%O'+'1"6%-0.1+$*;$,+%>0*=%;*02%B0(%
+*.$%>0*=%0;%+&$%-*066P%B0(%'/>'36%'//0>6%;0*%0.*%;*$$%>,//%-&0,-$%
+0%($13%6$/;%;0*%+&$%L0/3%O),*,+"6%>0*=%0;%+*'16;0*2'+,01]%>&$*$'6:%
O'+'1%#,0/'+$6%0.*%;*$$%>,//%+&*0.8&%'1%,2)06,+,01%0;%+&$%>0*=%0;%'1%
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$#,/%6),*,+:%'/>'36%,1%'1%'++$2)+%+0%($20/,6&:%*'+&$*%+&'1%+*'16;0*2%
6$/;4%%A&,6%/$'(6%.6%+0%'10+&$*%'6)$-+%0;%+&$%+*.$%-*066P%
 
“The Way of the Cross” is Voluntary  

 A&$%-*066%>'6%10+%*$'//3%,2)06$(%.)01%j$6.6%D%L$%CLMOT%
+0%($13%L,26$/;%;0*%+&$%8/0*3%0;%B0(4%%A&,6%,6%>&'+%j$6.6%&'(%+0%
6'3%01%+&,6%,66.$%,1%j0&1%WmPWk@Wi%I,1%+&$%52)/,;,$(%A*'16/'+,01JP%
“For this [reason] the Father loves Me, because I lay down My [own] 
life--to take it back again.  No one takes it away from Me. On the 
contrary, I lay it down voluntarily. [I put it from Myself.] I am 
authorized and have power to lay it down (to resign it) and I am 
authorized and have power to take it back again. These are the 
instructions (orders) which I have received [as My charge] from My 
Father.” A&$*$%>'6%'%+,2$%>&$1%+&$%j$>6%'++$2)+$(%+0%=,//%j$6.6%
?$;0*$%+&$%['+&$*"6%'))0,1+$(%+,2$%;0*%L,6%-*.-,;,\,01:%'1(%j$6.6%
“passed through the midst”%0;%+&$%'18*3%-*0>(%D%L$%CLMOT%10+%+0%
($13%L,26$/;%>&$1%,+%>'6%10+%;0*%+&$%8/0*3%0;%B0(4')%%V$+:%'6%L$%
&.18%01%+&$%-*066:%+&$%j$>6%20-=$(%L,2%6'3,18:%“If you are the 

Son of God, come down from the cross.”]%?.+%L$%CLMOT%10+%+04'!%%G$%
'/>'36%&'#$%+&$%CLM!CT%AM%CLMMOT%AM%MU%CLMMOT%ZMA%
AM%($13%0.*6$/#$64%%G$%'/>'36%&'#$%+&$%CLM!CT%AM%CLMMOT%

 
80 Luke 4:28-30 
81 Matthew 27:39-44 
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AM%CMZA!ZbT%($13,18%0.*6$/#$6:%0*%+0%CLMMOT%AM%OAMR%
($13,18%0.*6$/#$64%%j$6.6%6',(:%“(YOU) TAKE UP your cross daily 

…”82%%A&,6%,6%10+%602$+&,18%,2)06$(%01%30.4%%A&,6%,6%#0/.1+'*,/3%
$2?*'-,18%0))0*+.1,+,$6%+0%($13%30.*6$/;%;0*%+&$%8/0*3%0;%B0(4%%
51(%+&,6%+'=$6%.6%+0%+&$%/'6+%'6)$-+%0;%+&$%+*.$%-*066%!%&'#$%+0%
0;;$*%&$*$P%

The Way of the Cross is Daily  

 “Take up your cross DAILY…”83%%56%>$%6',(:%+&$%G'3%0;%+&$%
C*066%,6%'%/,;$6+3/$4%%T5CL%Q5V%,6%/,+$*'//3%;,//$(%>,+&%0))0*+.1,+,$6%
;0*%.6%+0%#0/.1+'*,/3%“take up our cross”%D%+0%#0/.1+'*,/3%6+'3%01%+&$%
-*066%D%+0%#0/.1+'*,/3%($13%0.*6$/#$6%;0*%+&$%8/0*3%0;%B0(4%%!;%>$%
$2?*'-$%+&$6$%0))0*+.1,+,$6:%Q5!FV%+&$%L0/3%O),*,+%>,//%?$%'?/$%+0%
+*'16;0*2%.6]%60%+&'+%20*$%'1(%20*$:%>$%>,//%&'#$%+&$%6'2$%6$/;@
($13,18%/0#$%1'+.*$%'6%+&$%F0*(4%%TSTUV%Q5V%0;%+&,6%/,;$%,6%;,//$(%
>,+&%0))0*+.1,+,$6%+0%/$'*1%&0>%+0%*./$%'1(%*$,81%>,+&%C&*,6+%,1%+&$%
'8$%+0%-02$4%%%%

%

%

 
82 Luke 9:23 
83 Luke 9:23 
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PART III 
 

 
 

The Way  of Worship 
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Introduction 
 
“Then Jesus said to His disciples, "If anyone wishes to come after Me, he 
must deny himself, and take up his cross and follow Me.” For whoever 
wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake 
will find it.” Matthew 16:24-25 

%
!%+&,1=%+&$%)&*'6$:%7;0*%E3%6'=$9%?$'.+,;.//3%$1-')6./'+$6%+&$%

-01-$)+%0;%7B0(@C$1+$*$(1$6694%%A&$%['//%0;%L.2'1,+3%&'6%?$$1%
'%;'//%,1+0%6$/;@-$1+$*$(1$66:%'1(%+&,6%6$/;@-$1+$*$(1$66%,6%+&$%
8*$'+$6+%&,1(*'1-$%+0%B0(@C$1+$*$(1$664%%R*$#,0.6/3:%>$%&'#$%
6$$1%+&'+%A&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066%,6%B0("6%>'3%0;%(,6)/'-,18%0.*%
6$/;@-$1+$*$(1$66%+0%20#$%.6%?'-=%,1%+&$%(,*$-+,01%0;%B0(@
C$1+$*$(1$664%%L$*$:%,1%A&$%G'3%0;%G0*6&,):%!%>0./(%/,=$%+0%
6&'*$%>&'+%+&$%L0/3%O),*,+%&'6%?$$1%,16+*.-+,18%2$%*$8'*(,18%+&$%
)&$102$101%0;%0.*%6$$=,18%+0%6'#$%0.*%/,#$6%>&,/$%+&$%F0*(%
$1-0.*'8$6%.6%+0%/06$%0.*%/,#$64%%!+%,6%0?#,0.6%+&'+%,+%+'=$6%;',+&%+0%
7F$+%80:%'1(%/$+%B0(49%D%+&'+%,6:%+0%/$+%80%'1(%/06$%0.*%/,#$64%%G&'+%
2'3%?$%'%/,++/$%/$66%0?#,0.6%,6%+&'+%>$%6$$=%+0%6'#$%0.*%/,#$6%
?$-'.6$%0;%.1?$/,$;4%%!+%,6%+&'+%.1?$/,$;%>&,-&%+&$%L0/3%O),*,+%&'6%
?$$1%6)$'=,18%+0%2$%'?0.+%,1%23%0>1%)$*601'/%/,;$%'1(%>&'+%!%
&0)$%+0%-022.1,-'+$%+0%30.%&$*$4%%%
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“For My Sake” 
 

7!+"6%10+%'?0.+%30.]%,+"6%'//%'?0.+%B0(49%%b1;0*+.1'+$/3:%+&,6%
6+'+$2$1+%&'6%'/206+%?$-02$%-/,-&o(:%?.+%,1%,+6%*$'/,+3:%,+%)0*+*'36%
'%+*./3%B0(@C$1+$*$(%)$*6)$-+,#$%;0*%0.*%C&*,6+,'1%;',+&4%%!+"6%'%6'(%
;'-+%+&'+%>$%-'1%+*'#$/%#$*3%;'*%'/018%01%0.*%6),*,+.'/%K0.*1$3%'1(%
6+,//%?$%+*'))$(%,1%7!+"6%'//%'?0.+%2$49%%A3),-'//3:%>$"*$%10+%'>'*$%0;%
+&,6%.1+,/%+&$%O),*,+%0;%A*.+&%>&0:%“desires truth in our innermost 

being”:'#%*$20#$6%+&$%#$,/%;*02%0.*%&$'*+6%'1(%2,1(64%%G&$1%>$%
(0%$2?*'-$%+&$%*$'/,+3%+&'+%7!+"6%'//%'?0.+%L,29:%>$%-02$%+0%+&$%
)/'-$%>&$*$%>$%6$$%B0(%;0*%G&0%L$%,6%D%C*$'+0*%@%'1(%6$$%
0.*6$/#$6%;0*%>&0%>$%'*$%D%7-*$'+$$694%%A&$1:%'1(%01/3%+&$1:%(0%
>$%?$8,1%+0%.1($*6+'1(%'1(%;,1(%0.*%)/'-$%,1%L!O@6+0*3%'1(%&0>%
0.*%/,#$6%-'1%“serve the purpose of God in our generation”4'$%%
%

 
84 Psalm 51:6 
85 Acts 13:36 
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Seeing the “Upliftedness” of God 
 

G$%/,#$(%'1(%2,1,6+$*$(%,1%O0.+&%5;*,-'%;0*%We%3$'*6:%'1(%
(.*,18%+&,6%+,2$%!%?$-'2$%#$*3%800(%;*,$1(6%>,+&%'%N*'_,/,'1%>&0%
>'6%)'6+0*,18%'%R0*+.8.$6$@6)$'=,18%-&.*-&%,1%j0&'11$6?.*84%%
L$%>0./(%*$8./'*/3%&'#$%2$%-02$%+0%2,1,6+$*%,1%&,6%-&.*-&%+&$*$:%
'1(%0#$*%+&$%3$'*6:%>$%?$-'2$%#$*3%-/06$%'*0.1(%+&$%R$*601%0;%
C&*,6+4%%L$%$#$1+.'//3%*$+.*1$(%+0%&,6%&02$/'1(%'1(%)/'1+$(%'%
-&.*-&%,1%+&$%U,0%($%j'1$,*0%'*$'4%%[,#$%+,2$6:%&$%'**'18$(%
201+&@/018%2,1,6+*3%,+,1$*'*,$6%;0*%2$%,1%N*'_,/4%%%Q.*,18%01$%0;%
+&$6$%2,66,016:%';+$*%2,1,6+$*,18%+0%'%-&.*-&%,1%R'.%B*'1($:%'%
+0>1%0.+6,($%0;%U,0:%+&$%/0-'/%)'6+0*%,1#,+$(%.6%+0%+*'#$/%.)%+&$%0/(%
*0'(%+0>'*(6%+&$%-,+3%0;%R$+*p)0/,6'%%01%'%20.1+',1%0#$*/00=,18%
+&$%-,+3%0;%U,0%($%j'1$,*04%%A&$%).*)06$%>'6%+0%2$$+%'1(%)*'3%
>,+&%'%2'1%>&0%&'(%?$$1%/,#,18%'/01$%,1%'%&.+%01%+&$%20.1+',1%;0*%
'%1.2?$*%0;%3$'*6%)*'3,18%;0*%U,0%($%j'1$,*04%%5;+$*%2$$+,18%+&$%
2'1:%,+%>'6%6.88$6+$(%+&'+%>$%6$)'*'+$%01%+&$%20.1+',1:%)*'3%
,1(,#,(.'//3:%'1(%+&$1%*$@8*0.)%'1(%)*'3%+08$+&$*4%%%

 
86 Petrópolis, also known as The Imperial City of Brazil, is a town in the state of Rio de Janeiro, 
about 65 km from the city of Rio de Janeiro in the forested hills of the Serra dos Órgãos 
mountain range.  It is the “City of Pedro”, the former summer palace of the second Brazilian 
Emperor,  Pedro II.   
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56%!%6+00(%01%'%/'*8$%?0./($*%'1(%/00=$(%0.+%01%+&$%
)'10*'2'%0;%U,0%($%j'1$,*0%?$/0>:%+&$%0)$1,18%#$*6$%+0%!6','&%f%
$2$*8$(%;*02%23%6),*,+%,1+0%23%2,1(P%%%
7!1%+&$%3$'*%+&'+%l,18%b__,'&%(,$(:%!%6'>%+&$%F0*(%6,++,18%01%'%
+&*01$:%&,8&%'1(%/,;+$(%.):%'1(%+&$%+*',1%0;%L,6%*0?$%;,//$(%+&$%
+$2)/$49%%%%%%%%%%%% %%%

!%,22$(,'+$/3%=1$>%+&'+%+&,6%>'61"+%1$-$66'*,/3%)$*+',1,18%+0%
U,0%($%j'1$,*04%%G&'+%+&$%L0/3%O),*,+%>'6%6)$'=,18%>'6%?$,18%
6)0=$1%+0%2$4%%A&$%6,2)/$%2$66'8$%>'6%+&,6P%7!6','&%&'6%6$$1%
E$%q&,8&%'1(%/,;+$(%.)"4%%V0.%&'#$1"+49%%!%(,(%10+%;$$/%(,6)'*'8$(%?3%
+&$%F0*(4%%!+%K.6+%6$$2$(%+&'+%L$%>'1+$(%2$%+0%6$$%602$+&,18%!%
1$$($(%+0%6$$4%%A&$1%+&$6$%>0*(6%-'2$%.)%;*02%23%&$'*+P%7V0.%
6$$%-/$'*/3%+&$%;'//$1$66%0;%L.2'1,+3:%'1(%+&,6%,6%1$-$66'*3%'1(%
800(4%%N.+%30.%'/60%1$$(%+0%6$$%+&$%q.)/,;+$(1$66"%0;%B0(49%%!%=1$>%
>&'+%L$%2$'1+P%!%&'(%-/$'*%,16,8&+%,1+0%+&$%;'//$1%&.2'1%-01(,+,01%
@%6,1%'1(%,+6%)$*#'6,#$%'1(%+*'8,-%-016$<.$1-$6%,1%+&$%/,#$6%0;%
)$0)/$4%%!+%&'(%*$)$'+$(/3%),$*-$(%23%&$'*+%;0*%ee%3$'*6%01%X%
-01+,1$1+64%%!%.1($*6+00(%+&$0/08,-'//3%'1(%$\)$*,$1+,'//3%+&$%%
“death (which is) the wages of sin”874%%N.+%!%&'(1"+%6.;;,-,$1+/3%6$$1%
+&$%7.)/,;+$(1$669%0;%B0(%D%L,6%*$($2)+,#$%)0>$*%0#$*%6,1%'1(%

($'+&4%%!%&'(1"+%*$-$,#$(%6.;;,-,$1+%*$#$/'+,01%0*%)$*601'/%
 

87 Romans 6:23 
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$\)$*,$1-$%0;%+&,6%,1%23%/,;$%'1(%2,1,6+*34%%!1($$(:%+&,6%&'(%'%
/,2,+,18%$;;$-+%01%23%/,;$%'1(%2,1,6+*34%%A&$%$;;$-+%&'(%?$$1%
6)$-,;,-'//3%01%23%;',+&:%“without which it is impossible to please 

God”4''%!+%>'6%10+%+&'+%!%(,(1"+%&'#$%'13%;',+&%'1(%>'6%10+%'+%'//%
)/$'6,18%+0%B0(4%N.+:%L$%>'1+$(%2$%+0%8*0>%,1%;',+&4%L$%>'1+$(%
2$%+0%=10>%20*$%'?0.+%L,24%L$%>'1+$(%2$%+0%&'#$%20*$%
.1($*6+'1(,18%0;%>&0%L$%,64%[0*:%“the knowledge of the Holy One is 

understanding”4'(%%%%%%%%%%!

 
88 Hebrew 11:6 
89 Proverbs 9:10 
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Faith 
 

!%2.6+%$\)/',1%>&'+%!%2$'1%?3%7;',+&94%%!%?$/,$#$%23 
.1($*6+'1(,18%,6%?'6$(%01%>&'+%,6%-01#$3$(%+&*0.8&0.+%+&$%
>&0/$%0;%6-*,)+.*$4%A&$%B*$$=%>0*(%+*'16/'+$(%7;',+&9%@%,1%+&$%#$*?%
;0*2%I;0*%;',+&%,6%'1%7'-+,019%>0*(J%@%,6%),6+$.0:%>&,-&%2$'16%+0%
?$/,$#$:%+0%+*.6+:%+0%($)$1(%.)01:%+0%/$'1%.)014%%A&$*$;0*$%+0%
78*0>%,1%;',+&9%,6%+0%8*0>%,1%($)$1($1-34%%N,?/,-'//3:%+&$%0?K$-+%0;%
6.-&%*$/,'1-$%,6%B0(:%10+%6$/;4%%A&,6%,6%$\)*$66/3%>&3%A&$%G'3%0;%
G0*6&,):%'1(%'/60%A&$%G'3%0;%+&$%C*066:%(,6)/'-$%0.*%6$/;@
-$1+$*$(1$66%'1(%20#$%.6%,1%+&$%(,*$-+,01%0;%B0(@C$1+$*$(1$664%%
G&$1%>$%(0%10+%&'#$%6.;;,-,$1+%;',+&%I*$/,'1-$J%,1%B0(:%>$%+$1(%+0%
?$-02$%6$/;@*$/,'1+:%'1(%'/60%?$8,1%+0%)/'-$%0.*%*$/,'1-$%01%
)$0)/$:%)/'-$6%'1(%+&,1864%%5/60:%>$%.1-016-,0.6/3%?$8,1%+0%;'//%
,1+0%+&$%+*')%0;%76$$=,18%+0%6'#$%0.*%/,#$694%%%%%

!%&'#$%+0%'(2,+%+&'+%$#$1%;0*%2'13%3$'*6%';+$*%+&'+%
$\)$*,$1-$%01%+&$%20.1+',1%,1%N*'_,/:%!%-0./(%10+%6'3%+&'+%23%;',+&%
&'(%8*0>1%6,81,;,-'1+/34%!1%;'-+:%,+%6$$2$(%+&'+%,1%+&$%3$'*6%!%&'(%
?$$1%?'-=%,1%+&$%O+'+$6%!%6'>%20*$%0;%23%0>1%;'//$1$66%'1(%
?*0=$11$66:%20*$%0;%+&$%;'//$1$66%'1(%?*0=$11$66%,1%+&$%/,#$6%0;%
+&06$%!%/0#$:%'6%>$//%'6:%,1%+&$%60-,$+3%'*0.1(%2$4%%N.+%+&$%L0/3%
O),*,+%&'(%?$8.1%+0%2'=$%2$%'-.+$/3%'>'*$%+&'+%!%6+,//%1$$($(%+0%
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6$$%+&$%F0*("6%7.)/,;+$(1$669%?3%6&0>,18%2$%$#$1%20*$%-/$'*/3%
&0>%23%;',+&:%/,;$%'1(%2,1,6+*3%&'(%?$$1%/,2,+$(%?3%+&,6%/'-=4%%A&$%
($+',/6%'*$%+00%($$)%'1(%)$*#'6,#$%+0%+*3%+0%-022.1,-'+$%&$*$4%%
O.;;,-$%+0%6'3:%!%&'(%-02$%+0%'%)$*601'/%6),*,+.'/%-*,6,6%)0,1+4%%!%
-0./(%,($1+,;3%>,+&%+&$%;'+&$*%0;%+&$%($201,_$(%601%>&$1%&$%6',(P%
“I do believe; help my unbelief.”():%'1(%+&$%')06+/$6%>&$1%+&$3%
'6=$(%+&$%F0*(P%“Increase our faith.”(!%%
% !1%gmmi:%!%6'>%'%;,/2%'(')+'+,01%0;%+&$%j0&1%R'+*,-=%O&'1/$3%
6+'8$%)/'3%7Q0.?+P%5%R'*'?/$9:%>&,-&%6+'**$(%R&,//,)%O$320.*%
L0;;2'1%'6%['+&$*%[/311%'1(%E$*3/%O+*$$)%'6%O,6+$*%5/036,.64%%!%
&,8&/3%*$-022$1(%+&$%;,/24%%!%'++$1($(%'%C'+&0/,-%-&.*-&%6-&00/%,1%
+&$%qfm6:%'1(%!%>0./(%6'3%+&'+%O&'1/$3%6$+%+&$%6+0*3%,1%'%WhfX%
C'+&0/,-%-&.*-&%6-&00/%%,1%Z$>%V0*=%,1%'%#$*3%'.+&$1+,-%>'34%%
L0;;2'1%'1(%O+*$$)%)0*+*'3$(%+&$,*%-&'*'-+$*6%$\-$//$1+/34%%
G,+&0.+%8,#,18%'>'3%+&$%6+0*3%/,1$:%6.;;,-$%+0%6'3%+&'+%?0+&%
-&'*'-+$*6%&'(%'%-*,6,6%0;%;',+&%D%(0.?+%D%?'6$(%?0+&%.)01%+&$,*%
0>1%6&0*+-02,186:%?.+%'/60%.)01%+&$,*%2,1,6+*3%$\)$*,$1-$%0;%+&$%
&.2'1%-01(,+,014%%G$%2,8&+%6'3:%+&$,*%;',+&%&'(%?$-02$%7K'($(94%%
M1$%0;%+&$%($6-*,)+,016%+&$%A&$6'.*.6%/,6+6%.1($*%+&$%>0*(%
7K'($(9%,6%+&$%#$*3%')+%)&*'6$%@%7>0*/(@>$'*394%%!1%+&$%-&'*'-+$*%

 
90 Mark 9:24 
91 Luke 17:5 
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)0*+*'3'/6:%!%+&,1=%O&'1/$3%'1(%+&$%'-+0*6%,18$1,0.6/3%?*0.8&+%0.+%
602$%($$)%+*.+&6%*$8'*(,18%7(0.?+9%0*%,1-02)/$+$%;',+&4%%!1%+&$%
-'6$%0;%+&$%C'+&0/,-%)*,$6+:%+&$%1'+.*'/%0.+/$+%;0*%&,2%>'6%+0%8,#$%'%
6$*201%'?0.+%7(0.?+94%%56%,+%+.*16%0.+:%&,6%>$'=1$66%0;%;',+&%>'6%
+&$%*00+%0;%'%6$*,0.6%6,14%%!1%+&$%-'6$%0;%+&$%C'+&0/,-%1.1:%&$*%
7(0.?+9%,6%;,1'//3%'(2,++$(%+0%,1%+&$%)0>$*;./%-/06,18%6-$1$%0;%+&$%
;,/24%%N.+%1$'*%+&$%$1(%0;%+&$%;,/2:%01$%?$8,16%+0%*$'/,_$%+&'+%,+%>'6%
?$-'.6$%&$*%;',+&%>'6%'/206+%8'6),18%;0*%,+6%;,1'/%?*$'+&:%+&'+%6&$%
>'6%(*,#$1%+0%6,18/$@&'1($(/3%>0*=%'1(%6.--$$(%'+%$\)06,18%+&$%
6,1%0;%+&$%)*,$6+%D%6$$2,18/3%<.,+$%>,+&0.+%+&$%&$/)%0;%B0(4%%51(%
+&'+"6%+&$%)0,1+n%%!;%>$%(01"+%?$/,$#$%B0(%-'1%0*%>,//%(0%,+:%'/206+%
0.+%0;%1$-$66,+3:%>$%'*$%(*,#$1%+0%(0%,+n%%!;%>$%(01"+%&'#$%
6.;;,-,$1+%;',+&%,1%B0(:%>$%;,1(%0.*6$/#$6%6+*.88/,18%01%0.*%0>1%
'8',16+%+&$%6,1%'1(%($'+&%,1%+&,6%>0*/(n%%A&'+%>,//%2'=$%01$%

7>0*/(@>$'*39n%%%%%%%%%%%%%
!%/018$(%+0%?$%'?/$%+0%6'3%/,=$%!6','&P%“I saw the Lord, and He 

was high and lifted up.”%D%'1(%+0%?$%'?/$%+0%6'3%/,=$%j0?P%"I have 

heard of You by the hearing of the ear; but now my eye sees You.”("%%

A&,1=%'?0.+%'//%+&'+%j0?%>$1+%+&*0.8&%D%+3),;3,18%+&$%
-016$<.$1-$6%0;%+&$%?*0=$11$66%0;%L.2'1,+34%%N.+%'/60%+&,1=%0;%

 
92 Job 42:5 

http://www.atchriststable.org/


____________________________________________ 
The	God-Centered	Life ~ Page 59 

W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2009) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  
 

+&$%“the outcome of the Lord’s dealings”%>,+&%j0?4(*%%A&$%-./2,1'+,01%
0;%+&$%j0?%6+0*3%,6%+&'+%B0(%&'(%?*0.8&+%&,2%+0%'%)'*+,-./'*%
6),*,+.'/%)/'-$%D%j0?%-'2$%+0%+&$%)/'-$%0;%6$$,18%+&$%F0*(%D%7&,8&%
'1(%/,;+$(%.)94%%!+%,6%+&$*$%+&'+%>$%?$8,1%+0%&'#$%+&$%“faith that 

overcomes the world”(#%D%1'2$/3:%;',+&%,1%B0("6%*$($2)+,#$%)0>$*%
0#$*%+&$%6,1%'1(%($'+&%+&'+%)$*#'($6%&.2'1%$\,6+$1-$4%%%
 

 
93 James 5:11 
94 I John 5:4 
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The Attributes of God 
 

O0:%>&'+%>,//%“increase our faith”H%%G&'+%>,//%&$/)%.6%6$$%+&$%
7.)/,;+$(1$669%0;%B0(H%%A&,6%,6%>&'+%+&$%L0/3%O),*,+%6&0>$(%2$%D%
,+"6%*$'//3%10+&,18%1$>%D%,+%,6%602$+&,18%#$*3%;0.1('+,01'/P%%
GMUOL!R4%!1%+&,6%-01+$\+:%7>0*6&,)9%2$'16%*$-081,_,18%'1(%
*$6)01(,18%+0%+&$%>0*+&,1$66%0;%B0(4%!+%-'1%?$%6',(%+&'+%
7U$-081,_,189%I0*%76$$,189J%,6%+&$%;,*6+%)'*+%0;%>0*6&,)%D%+&'+%>&,-&%
)*$-$($6%'1(%)*$-,),+'+$6%+&$%6$-01(%)'*+:%>&,-&%,6%7U$6)016$94%%
C$*+',1/3:%+&*0.8&0.+%6-*,)+.*$%>&$1%602$01$%76$$69%+&$%F0*(:%
+&$%,22$(,'+$%*$6)016$%,6%>0*6&,)4($%%%

A&$%1'2$6%0;%B0(%;0.1(%,1%O-*,)+.*$%'*$%/,=$%2,1,'+.*$%
)0*+*',+6%0;%L,6%$66$1-$:%1'+.*$:%-&'*'-+$*%D%+&'+%,6:%L,6%'++*,?.+$64%
A&$%#'*,0.6%-,*-.26+'1-$6%,1%+&$%O-*,)+.*$%)'66'8$6%>&,-&%?*,18%
;0*+&%$'-&%0;%+&$%1'2$6%0;%B0(%'*$%,2)0*+'1+4%%

Q'#,(%6'18P%%%
“I give you thanks, O LORD, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing 
your praise; I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to 
your name for your steadfast love and your faithfulness, for you have 
exalted above all things your name and your word.”(%% % %
% % % % % %

 
95 Genesis 35:7; Leviticus 9:24; II Chronicles 7:3; Matthew 14:33; Revelation 7:11, 11:16, 19:4 
96 Psalm 138:1-2 English Standard Version 
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A&$%1'2$6%0;%B0(%($-/'*$%2.-&%'?0.+%L,6%)$*601:%'1(%,+%,6%
+&$%G0*(%0;%B0(%+&'+%*$#$'/6%B0(%'1(%L,6%1'2$64%A&$*$%'*$%
800(%?00=6%01%+&$%1'2$6%'1(%'++*,?.+$6%0;%B0(4(&%%S'*,0.6%/,6+6%0;%
B0("6%1'2$6%'1(%'++*,?.+$6%'*$%'/60%'#',/'?/$%01%+&$%!1+$*1$+4%%
N.+%+&$%;0//0>,18%$\-$*)+%;*02%+&$%G$6+2,16+$*%C01;$66,01%0;%
[',+&%8,#$6%'%>01($*;./%,1+*0(.-+,01%+0%+&$%-01-$)+%0;%6$$,18%'1(%
>0*6&,),18%B0(%;0*%G&0%L$%,6P%%%%%%%%%%%%

% 7A&$*$%,6%?.+%01$%01/3:%/,#,18:%'1(%+*.$%B0(:%>&0%,6%,1;,1,+$%,1%
?$,18%'1(%)$*;$-+,01:%'%206+%).*$%6),*,+:%,1#,6,?/$:%>,+&0.+%?0(3:%
)'*+6:%0*%)'66,016]%,22.+'?/$:%,22$16$:%$+$*1'/:%
,1-02)*$&$16,?/$:%'/2,8&+3:%206+%>,6$:%206+%&0/3:%206+%;*$$:%
206+%'?60/.+$]%>0*=,18%'//%+&,186%'--0*(,18%+0%+&$%-0.16$/%0;%&,6%
0>1%,22.+'?/$%'1(%206+%*,8&+$0.6%>,//:%;0*%&,6%0>1%8/0*3]%206+%
/0#,18:%8*'-,0.6:%2$*-,;./:%/018@6.;;$*,18:%'?.1('1+%,1%800(1$66%
'1(%+*.+&:%;0*8,#,18%,1,<.,+3:%+*'168*$66,01:%'1(%6,1]%+&$%*$>'*($*%
0;%+&$2%+&'+%(,/,8$1+/3%6$$=%&,2]%'1(%>,+&'/:%206+%K.6+:%'1(%
+$**,?/$%,1%&,6%K.(82$1+6:%&'+,18%'//%6,1:%'1(%>&0%>,//%?3%10%
2$'16%-/$'*%+&$%8.,/+34%

% B0(%&'+&%'//%/,;$:%8/0*3:%800(1$66:%?/$66$(1$66:%,1%'1(%0;%
&,26$/;]%'1(%,6%'/01$%,1%'1(%.1+0%&,26$/;%'//@6.;;,-,$1+:%10+%

 
97 The Names of God, Andrew Jukes (Kregel); Names of God, Nathan Stone (Moody); The Attributes of God, Arthur 
W. Pink (Baker); Knowing God, J.I.Packer (IVP); The Knowledge of the Holy, A.W. Tozer (Harper & Row) 

http://www.atchriststable.org/


____________________________________________ 
The	God-Centered	Life ~ Page 62 

W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2009) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  
 

6+'1(,18%,1%1$$(%0;%'13%-*$'+.*$6%>&,-&%&$%&'+&%2'($:%10*%
($*,#,18%'13%8/0*3%;*02%+&$2:%?.+%01/3%2'1,;$6+,18%&,6%0>1%8/0*3%
,1:%?3:%.1+0:%'1(%.)01%+&$24%L$%,6%+&$%'/01$%;0.1+',1%0;%'//%?$,18:%
0;%>&02:%+&*0.8&%>&02:%'1(%+0%>&02%'*$%'//%+&,186]%'1(%&'+&%
206+%60#$*$,81%(02,1,01%0#$*%+&$2:%+0%(0%?3%+&$2:%;0*%+&$2:%0*%
.)01%+&$2%>&'+60$#$*%&,26$/;%)/$'6$+&4%!1%&,6%6,8&+%'//%+&,186%
'*$%0)$1%'1(%2'1,;$6+:%&,6%=10>/$(8$%,6%,1;,1,+$:%,1;'//,?/$:%'1(%
,1($)$1($1+%.)01%+&$%-*$'+.*$:%60%'6%10+&,18%,6%+0%&,2%
-01+,18$1+:%0*%.1-$*+',14%L$%,6%206+%&0/3%,1%'//%&,6%-0.16$/6:%,1%'//%
&,6%>0*=6:%'1(%,1%'//%&,6%-022'1(64%A0%&,2%,6%(.$%;*02%'18$/6%
'1(%2$1:%'1(%$#$*3%0+&$*%-*$'+.*$:%>&'+60$#$*%>0*6&,):%
6$*#,-$:%0*%0?$(,$1-$%&$%,6%)/$'6$(%+0%*$<.,*$%0;%+&$249('%

 

 
98 From Chapter 2 of the Westminster Confession 
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An Essential Form of Worship 
 

51%$66$1+,'/%;0*2%0;%>0*6&,)%,6%+0%*$;/$-+%01%B0(%'1(%L,6%
'++*,?.+$64%G$%6$$%+&,6%($2016+*'+$(%,1%6-*,)+.*$:%>&$1%E06$6%
'6=$(%+0%6$$%+&$%8/0*3%0;%B0(P%B0(%).+%L,6%8/0*3%01%(,6)/'3%?3%
*$&$'*6,18%L,6%'++*,?.+$6:%'1(%+&$*$?3%($2016+*'+$(%&0>%>$%-'1%
8,#$%B0(%8/0*3%'1(%>0*6&,)%L,2P%%
%
18 “Then Moses said, “I pray You, show me Your glory!” 19 And He said, 
“I Myself will make all My goodness pass before you, and will proclaim 
the name of the Lord before you; and I will be gracious to whom I will 
be gracious, and will show compassion on whom I will show 
compassion…. 5 The Lord descended in the cloud and stood there with 
him as he called upon the name of the Lord. 6 Then the Lord passed by 
in front of him and proclaimed, “The Lord, 
the Lord God, compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, and 
abounding in lovingkindness and truth…. 8 Moses made haste to bow 
low toward the earth and worship.”99 

%

%

%

 
99 Exodus 33:18-19; 34:5-6, 8. It is significant to point out that the unquoted verses in this 
passage (Exodus 33:20-34:1-4), indicate that the attributes of God are revealed in His written 
word and are embodied in law of God. 

http://www.atchriststable.org/


____________________________________________ 
The	God-Centered	Life ~ Page 64 

W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2009) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  
 

A&$%U'(,'1-$%0;%L,6%B/0*3%%
 
“He (Jesus) is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of 
His nature.”100  
%

A&,6%#$*6$%+$//6%.6%+&'+%j$6.6%,6%+&$%$\'-+%'1(%;.//%*$#$/'+,01%
0;%B0(%D%+&$%bFA!E5AT%UT[FTCA!MZ%0;%+&$%'++*,?.+$6%0;%+&$%
,1#,6,?/$%B0(4%51(:%/,=$%+&$%R$*601%0;%C&*,6+%L,26$/;:%+&$%
'++*,?.+$6%0;%B0(%'*$%“the radiance” – the shining forth101 of His 

“glory”,102%>&,-&%,6%+&$%#$*3%1'+.*$%0;%+&$%,1#,6,?/$%B0(4%A&$%
'++*,?.+$6%0;%B0(%'*$%'%“representation of His nature”,103 “the image 

of His person”104, “an engraved impression of His essence”.!)$%%%%%
%

!"#$%&'()"**+,(
%
!1%'%2'11$*%0;%6)$'=,18:%>0*6&,)%D%+&'+%,6:%*$;/$-+,18%01%+&$%

'++*,?.+$6%0;%B0(%D%-'1%'-+%'6%'%?*,(8$%?$+>$$1%+&$%)&36,-'/%'1(%

 
100 Hebrews 1:3 
101 Cf. Hebrews 1:3. Greek: apaugasma, Strong’s # 541 
102 Cf. Hebrews 1:3. Greek: doxa, Strong’s # 1391. “i.e. What He essentially is and does, as 
exhibited in whatever way He reveals Himself in these respects, and particularly in the person 
of Christ.” (W.E. Vine, Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words) 
103 Hebrews 1:3 New American Standard Version  
104 Hebrews 1:3 New King James Version 
105 Hebrews 1:3 Apostolic Bible Polyglot Version. Greek: the character, Strong’s #5481 of His 
ego, Strong’s # 5287.   
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6),*,+.'/%*$'/264%G0*6&,)%-'1%'-+%'6%'%+3)$%0;%rj'-0?d6%F'(($*r%
6+*$+-&,18%?$+>$$1%+&$%)&36,-'/%'1(%6),*,+.'/%*$'/264!)%%5%?,?/,-'/%
,2'8$%+0%-022.1,-'+$%>&'+%!%'2%*$;$**,18%+0%,6%;0.1(%,1%B$1$6,6%
giPWgP%
"He (Jacob) had a dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the earth with 
its top reaching to heaven; and behold, the angels of God were ascending 
and descending on it."  

N,?/,-'/%'18$/6%;.1-+,01%'6%r2$66$18$*6r4%!1%+&,6%),-+.*$:%+&$3%
'*$%?*,18,18%(,#,1$%2$66'8$6%+0%&.2'1%?$,1864%A&,6%,2)/,$6%602$%
60*+%0;%7+*'16/'+,01%)*0-$669%+'=,18%)/'-$%?$+>$$1%+&$%6),*,+.'/%
*$'/2%'1(%+&$%)&36,-'/%*$'/24%!%?$/,$#$%+&,6%236+$*,0.6%;.1-+,01%
-'1%+'=$%)/'-$%,1%B0(@-$1+$*$(%>0*6&,)4%U$;/$-+,18%01%+&$%
'++*,?.+$6%0;%B0(%$6+'?/,6&$6%'%?*,(8$:%'6%,+%>$*$%,1+0%+&$%
6),*,+.'/%*$'/24%N3%*$;/$-+,18%01%+&$%#'*,0.6%'++*,?.+$6%0;%B0(:%

(00*6:%0*%>,1(0>6:%0*%)0*+'/6%'*$%0)$1$(%?$+>$$1%+&$%)&36,-'/%
'1(%6),*,+.'/%*$'/26:%+&*0.8&%>&,-&%B0(%-'1%*$#$'/%L,26$/;4%%%%%%%%
 
 
 
 

 
106 A biblical image to communicate what I am referring to: Genesis 28:12 "He (Jacob) had a 
dream, and behold, a ladder was set on the earth with its top reaching to heaven; and behold, 
the angels of God were ascending and descending on it." (Biblical angels function as 
"messengers".)  
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"For worship is the submission of all our nature to God. 
It is the quickening of conscience by His holiness; 

the nourishment of mind with His truth; 
the purifying of imagination by His beauty; 

the opening of the heart to His love; 
the surrender of will to His purpose –  

and all of this gathered up in adoration, the most selfless emotion of which 
our nature is capable and therefore the chief remedy for that self-

centeredness which is our original sin and the source of all actual sin." 
	

__ William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury 
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The God-Centered Calling 
%
“Thus says the Lord:  
‘Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,  
Let not the mighty man glory in his might,  
Nor let the rich man glory in his riches.  
But let him who glories glory in this,  
That he understands and knows Me,  
That I am the Lord, exercising lovingkindness, judgment, and 
righteousness in the earth.  For in these I delight,’ says the Lord.”  

% Jeremiah 9:23-24107  
L$*$:%+&*0.8&%+&$%)*0)&$+%j$*$2,'&:%+&$%F0*(%,6%-'//,18%L,6%

)$0)/$%+0%?$%CTZATUTQ%MZ%L!E%D%+0%78/0*39%,1%L,2%D%+0%78/0*39%
,1%.1($*6+'1(,18%'1(%=10>,18%L,2:%+&$%F0*(%>&0%$\$*-,6$6%+&$%
;0//0>,18%5AAU!NbATOP%/0#,18=,1(1$66:%K.(82$1+:%'1(%
*,8&+$0.61$66%@%K.6+%+&*$$%0;%L,6%2'13%'++*,?.+$64%%

A&$%L$?*$>%>0*(%>&,-&%,6%+*'16/'+$(%78/0*39%,1%+&,6%)'66'8$%
,6%&'/'/:%>&,-&%/,+$*'//3%2$'16%+0%6&0>%;0*+&4%%A&$%F0*(%,1+$1(6%+&'+%
L,6%)$0)/$%>0./(%78/0*39%,1%.1($*6+'1(,18%'1(%=10>,18%L,2%'1(%
76&0>%;0*+&%L,6%)*',6$69!)':%+&'+%,6:%L,6%5AAU!NbATO:%+0%01$%

 
107 New King James Version 
108 I Peter 2:9 
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'10+&$*%'1(%+0%+&$%>0*/(4%%A&,6%,6:%,1%;'-+:%+&$%$66$1+,'/%-'//,18%0;%
+&$%C&.*-&4!)(%%%

A&$%L$?*$>%>0*(%+*'16/'+$(%7=10>9%,1%+&,6%)'66'8$%,6%3'(':%
>&,-&%/,+$*'//3%2$'16%+0%'6-$*+',1%?3%6$$,184%%M.*%UTSTF5A!MZ%
0;%B0(%>,//%($+$*2,1$%0.*%UTF5A!MZOL!R%>,+&%B0(4%%N0+&%'*$%
$18'8$(%,1%=10>,18%B0(4%%A&,6%=10>,18%B0(%?3%UTSTF5A!MZ%
'1(%UTF5A!MZOL!R%,6%0;%6.-&%6,81,;,-'1-$%+&'+%j$6.6%6',(P%%
“This is eternal life, that they may KNOW You, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ Whom You have sent.”110%A&$%B*$$=%>0*(%+*'16/'+$(%
=10>%&$*$%,6%8,106=0:%>&,-&%20*$%;.//3%2$'16%+0%=10>%+&*0.8&%
)$*-$)+,01%'1(%.1($*6+'1(,184%%O0:%>$%6$$%+&'+%&$*$%,1%j0&1"6%
806)$/:%j$6.6%,6%6'3,18%+&$%6'2$%+&,18%+&$%['+&$*%6',(%,1%
j$*$2,'&"6%)*0)&$-34%%A&,6%7.1($*6+'1(,18%'1(%=10>,189%B0(%
+'=$6%)/'-$%+&*0.8&%UTSTF5A!MZ%'1(%$\)$*,$1+,'/%
UTF5A!MZOL!R4%%M.*%80'/%,6%'/>'36%+0%6$$%B0(:%;0*%'6%>$%8*0>%
,1%0.*%UTSTF5A!MZ%0;%B0(:%>$%>,//%8*0>%,1%0.*%UTF5A!MZOL!R%
>,+&%B0(4%%M.*%/,#$6%>,//%?$-02$%20*$%'1(%20*$%>0*6&,);./%,1%+&$%
;.//$6+%6$16$%0;%+&$%>0*(4!!!%%AL!O%!O%BMQ@CTZATUTQ@ZTOO4%%%%%%%%

 
109 I Peter 2:9 
110 John 17:3 
111 There are a number of Greek words translated worship in the New Testament Scriptures: 
proskuneo: to bow down and kiss (the feet of);  sebomai: to reverence with awe and devotion; 
latreuo: to serve. 
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5%;*.,+%0;%OTT!ZB%ALT%5AAU!NbATO%M[%BMQ%,6%;',+&%D%'%
;',+&%>&,-&%&'6%'6%,+6%;0.1('+,01%+&$%-&'*'-+$*%0;%B0(4%%!+%,6%>*,++$1%
0;%0.*%7;'+&$*%0;%;',+&9P%“Abraham believed GOD.”112%%5?*'&'2%
?$/,$#$(:%10+%)*,2'*,/3%+&$%)*02,6$%0;%B0(:%?.+%)*,2'*,/3%+&$%
R$*601%0;%B0(:%?$-'.6$%5?*'&'2%>'6%7+&$%;*,$1(%0;%B0(94!!*%%
A&*0.8&%UTF5A!MZOL!R:%5?*'&'2%$\)$*,$1+,'//3%lZTG%+&$%
5AAU!NbATO%M[%BMQ:%'1(%+&$*$;0*$%>'6%“fully assured that what 
God had promised, He was able also to perform”.114%%%%

510+&$*%0.+@>0*=,18%0;%lZMG!ZB%BMQ%,1%+&,6%>'3%,6%+&'+%
>$%?$8,1%+0%OTT%AL!ZBO%[UME%BMQ"O%RM!ZA%M[%S!TG4%%A&$%
')06+/$%R'./%)*'3$(%+&'+%+&$%C&.*-&%“may be filled with the 

knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom and understanding”115:%
+&'+%,6:%+&'+%+&$%C&.*-&%>0./(%“understand and know” God”.116%%
j4N4%R&,//,)6%?*,//,'1+/3%)'*')&*'6$(%+&,6%#$*6$%+0%*$'(P%%
“We are asking God that you may see things, as it were, FROM HIS 
POINT OF VIEW by being given spiritual insight and 
understanding.”117%AL!O%!O%BMQ@CTZATUTQZTOO4%%%

5/60P%%G&$1:%?$-'.6$%0;%UTSTF5A!MZ:%>$%6$$%/,;$%;*02%
BMQ"O%RM!ZA%M[%S!TG:%,+%';;$-+6%0.*%UTF5A!MZO!R%>,+&%+&$%

 
112 Romans 4:3 
113 II Chronicles 20:7, Isaiah 41:8, James 2:23  
114 Romans 4:21 
115 Colossians 1:9 
116 Jeremiah 9:24 
117 Colossians 1:9 J.B. Phillips New Testament 
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F0*(:%'1(%>$%'/60%?$8,1%+0%/,#$%/,;$%;*02%BMQ"O%RM!ZA%M[%S!TG4%%
L0>%$/6$%-'1%>$%$\)/',1%+&$%')06+/$%R'./"6%6+*018%-01#,-+,01%
$#,($1-$(%,1%&,6%6+'+$2$1+P%“… may it never be that I  should boast, 
except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, through which the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the world.”118%%R'./:%>&0%&'(%?$$1%
-/,2?,18%+&$%/'(($*%0;%6.--$66%>,+&,1%7-0*)0*'+$9%j.(',62:!!(%
?$8'1%@%'1(%-01+,1.$(%+0%&,6%($'+&%D%+0%/,#$%/,;$%;*02%BMQ"O%
RM!ZA%M[%S!TG:%($(,-'+,18%&,6%/,;$%+0%lZMG!ZB%BMQ4%%L$%
$\)*$66$(%+&,6%(*,#,18%)'66,01%,1%+&,6%>'3P%%%%
“But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have counted as 
loss for the sake of Christ.  I count all things to be loss in view of the 
surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have 
suffered the loss of all things and count them but rubbish so that I may 
gain Christ.”120       

G&$1%>$:%'6%'%)$0)/$:%-02$%+0%+&,6%)/'-$%0;%BMQ@
CTZATUTQZTOO:%>$%?$8,1%+0%;./;,//%0.*%-'//,18%'6%+&$%C&.*-&P%
“But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for 
God’s own possession, so that you may PROCLAIM THE 
EXCELLENCIES OF HIM who has called you out of darkness into His 
marvelous light.”121  

 
118 Galatians 6:14 
119 Acts 22:3, Philippians 3:4-6 
120 Philippians 3:7-8 
121 I Peter 2:9 
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V$6:%'6%+&$%C&.*-&:%0.*%-'//,18%,6%+0%“PROCLAIM HIS 

EXCELLENCIES.”##A&$%B*$$=%>0*(%+*'16/'+$(%7$\-$//$1-,$69%,1%
+&,6%)'66'8$%,6%'*s+$:%+&'+%,6:%L,6%20*'/%800(1$66%'1(%#,*+.$6%@%
L!O%5AAU!NbATO4%%F$+%.6:%+&$*$;0*$:%-022,+%0.*6$/#$6%+0%+&$%
).*6.,+%0;%UTSTF5A!MZ%'1(%UTF5A!MZOL!R%D%+&$%OTT!ZB%'1(%
+&$%GMUOL!R%0;%0.*%B0(4% %%%%
%%%%%

“I saw the Lord sitting on a throne,  
high and lifted up … 

Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts ….”122 

%

 
122 Isaiah 6:1-3 New King James Version 
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Bill & Frances Furioso  
 

~ At Christ’s Table ~  
 

  
 
 
 
 
!

 
 
 
 
Bill Furioso and his wife, Frances, have been married for more than 40 years, 

and have two children, four grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.  
Bill and Frances served as missionaries in South Africa for thirteen years 

making disciples, establishing churches, and training church leaders. Over a span of 40 
years, they also traveled extensively in an itinerant Bible teaching ministry which took 
them to hundreds of gatherings on four continents ministering in churches, conferences, 
spiritual formation seminars, and home gatherings. They have shepherded several 
churches, discipled many to Christ, and mentored church leaders in the USA and abroad.  

Being an avid student by nature, Bill has done both formal and informal study in 
various fields including Education, Music, Philosophy and Theology.  As a writer, he has 
authored many publications which are distributed worldwide. Because of Bill’s disabilities 
resulting from a spinal cord injury, their ministries of  writing, recording, distributing, 
mentoring, and correspondence are now shared primarily via the Internet... 
www.AtChristsTable.org    
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ACTpublications 
 

“Explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.”   1 Corinthians 2:13 
 

A teaching ministry from Bill and Frances Furioso 
!

At Christ’s Table 
 

Disciples of the King and His Kingdom eating and drinking of Jesus 
 
THE HEAD 
        THE CENTER 
                THE FOUNDATION  
                        of Biblical Christianity 

 with a view to 
                      REVELATION of Christ  
                                                  RELATIONSHIP with Christ                                                      
                                                                                     REFLECTION of Christ 
 

 
FREE ONLINE MINISTRY RESOURCES 

 
OUR WEBSITE: www.AtChristsTable.org  

 
WRITTEN MESSAGES 

Restoration Library: https://usr.helps7.com/AtChristsTable/indexA.html 
Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 

 
RECORDED MESSAGES 

YouTube: www.YouTube.com/user/BillFurioso   
Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 

SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/user-648428572 
Spreaker: https://www.spreaker.com/user/14502151 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/atchriststable  
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/at-christ-s-table-ministries-254b5320/ 

Twitter: https://www.twitter.com/atchriststable1  
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