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Disciples 
 

!"#$%&'()(%*+,'%)-%+#$%(-./'%0.%01',2%(+34#52%!"66%+)01.7403%1+(%
8''#%549'#%0.%:'%4#%1'+9'#%+#$%.#%'+701;%<.%01'7'=.7'%+#$%,+/'%$4(*4-6'(%
.=%+66%01'%#+04.#(2%8+-04>4#5%01',%4#%01'%#+,'%.=%01'%?+01'7%+#$%01'%@.#%+#$%
01'%A.63%@-47402%0'+*14#5%01',%0.%.8('79'%+66%01+0%B%*.,,+#$'$%3.)C%+#$%6.2%B%
+,%D401%3.)%+6D+3(2%'9'#%0.%01'%'#$%.=%01'%+5';E!%
% F1'%G.7$H(%<7'+0%I.,,4((4.#%D+(%0.%!,+/'%$4(*4-6'(E;%F1'%()8J'*0%.=%

K4(*4-6'(14-%4(%.=%)0,.(0%4,-.70+#*';%L1+0%4(%K4(*4-6'(14-%+66%+8.)0M%%
%
“Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He was asking 
His disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” And they said, 
“Some say John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; but still others, Jeremiah, or 
one of the prophets.” He *said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And 
Jesus said to him, “Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood 
did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. I also say to you 
that you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build My church; and the gates 
of Hades will not overpower it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven; and whatever you bind on earth shall have been bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth shall have been loosed in heaven.”2 
%%

?7.,%014(%-+((+5'2%D'%(''%01+0%K4(*4-6'(14-%1+(%0.%$.%D401%1.D%D'%
-'7*'49'%+#$%7'6+0'%0.%&'()(;%K4(*4-6'(14-%4(%D+6/4#5%4#%01'%7'9'6+04.#%+#$%

 
1 Matthew 28:18-20 
2 Matthew 16:13-19 
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7'6+04.#(14-%.=%I174(0H(%G.7$(14-;%N4864*+6%I174(04+#403%4(%$4(*4-6'(14-;%F1'%
I1)7*1%01+0%&'()(%4(%8)46$4#5%*.#(4(0(%.#63%.=%$4(*4-6'(%O%+66%.01'7(%+7'%
,'7'63%P94(40.7(P;%
% K4(*4-6'(14-%4(%8'4#5%0+)510%83%01'%G.7$%A4,('6=%017.)51%+%$4(*4-64#'$%

$'9.04.#+6%64=';%B(+4+1%-7.-1'(4'$Q%!"66%3.)7%*146$7'#%D466%8'%$4(*4-6'(%.=%01'%
G.7$R;E"%K4(*4-6'(14-%4(%!.8'$4'#*'%0.%01'%=+401E#%O%01+0%4(2%.8('794#5%01'%
0'+*14#5(%.=%I174(0%4#%'9'73%+7'+%.=%64=';$%%%%%%
% :3%-)7-.('%4#%014(%,'((+5'%4(%0.%(1.D%01'%$3#+,4*(%.=%K4(*4-6'(14-%4#%

01'%*.#0'S0%.=%01'%I1)7*1%017.)51%,4#4(073%7'6+04.#(14-(%D401%01'%?49'T?.6$%
UV)4--4#5%:4#4(074'(%=.)#$%4#%U-1'(4+#(%W;%F14(%4(%#.0%+#%+00',-0%0.%*.9'7%
+66%+(-'*0(%.=%K4(*4-6'(14-%.7%UV)4--4#52%#.7%4(%40%4#0'#$'$%0.%8'%+#%.9'794'D%
.=%01'('%()8J'*0(;%%
%

 
 

 
3 Isaiah 54:13. cf. Acts 2:42; Romans 8:14 
4Romans 1:1-5; Acts 6:7 
5Matthew 28:20, Matthew 6:10; Romans 14:17 
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The Church & Discipleship 
 

 K)74#5%01'%+-.(0.64*%-'74.$2%K4(*4-6'(14-%0../%-6+*'%4#%01'%*.#0'S0%.=%
01'%6.*+6%*1)7*1%64='2%D1'7'4#%'+*1%,',8'7%.=%01'%N.$3%7'6+0'$%$47'*063%0.%
I174(02%01'%A'+$%.=%01'%N.$32%+(%+%$4(*4-6'%.=%I174(02%8)0%+6(.%7'6+0'$%0.%01'%
D1.6'%N.$32%4#*6)$4#5%01'%!=49'T=.6$E%!'V)4--4#5%,4#4(074'(%%D14*1%4#*6)$'$%
01'%0'+,%.=%6.*+6%'6$'7(&;%%
 X#'%(#+-(1.0%.=%01'%'+763%*1)7*1Q%%
“So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day 
there were added about three thousand souls. They were continually 
devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 
breaking of bread and to prayer….. Day by day continuing with one mind 
in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they were taking 
their meals together with gladness and sincerity of heart…. And 
the congregation of those who believed were of one heart and soul; and 
not one of them claimed that anything belonging to him was his own, 
but all things were common property to them. And with great power the 
apostles were giving testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
abundant grace was upon them all. For there was not a needy person 
among them, for all who were owners of land or houses would sell them 
and bring the proceeds of the sales and lay them at the apostles’ feet, and 
they would be distributed to each as any had need.”8 

 
6 Ephesians 4:11-13 
7 Acts 20:17 & 28  
8 Acts 2:41-42, 46; 4:32-35  
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% ?7.,%01'('%-+((+5'(2%D'%(''%01+0%K4(*4-6'(14-%4#%01'%+-.(0.64*%*1)7*1%
7'V)47'$%#.0%.#63%*'70+4#%*.,,40,'#0(%4#%7'6+04.#(14-%D401%&'()(2%8)0%+6(.%
*'70+4#%*.,,40,'#0(%4#%7'6+04.#(14-%D401%01'%I1)7*1'Q%

• F'+*14#5%
• ?'66.D(14-%
• "**.)#0+846403%
• Y'(-.#(4846403%
• X#'#'((%.=%1'+70%+#$%(.)6%%
• @)8,4((4.#%0.%6'+$'7(14-%+#$%.#'%+#.01'7!(%

 
9 While the focus of this message is Discipleship as it relates specifically to the Equipping Ministries, this is not 
to say that relationships with these equipping ministries are all that is required in discipleship. Discipleship 
requires the authority of Christ (Matthew 28:18-20); and this authority necessitates the ministry of the entire 
Body of Christ, most importantly including relationship with the Head of the Body. There is a proverb which is 
attributed to several different African nations which in one way or another communicates: "It takes a village to 
raise a child."  
( https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/It_Takes_a_Village#Proverb_question ) It takes the whole Body of Christ – most 
importantly including relationship with the Head of the Body - to make a disciple. In this regard, I would 
suggest my message: "The Church – A Community for Transformation".  
10 Acts 2:40-46 & 4:32-35 

http://www.atchriststable.org/
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Spiritual Authority & Discipleship  
 

 G'0%)(%6../%+5+4#%+0%01'%G.7$H(%<7'+0%I.,,4((4.#Q%
“And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has 

been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples 
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and 
lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”11 

%
!"66%+)01.7403%1+(%8''#%549'#%0.%:'R%01'7'=.7'%,+/'%$4(*4-6'(;E%X#63%

01'%+)01.7403%.=%I174(0%*+#%,+/'%$4(*4-6'(%.=%I174(0;%&'()(%(+4$%A'%D.)6$%
8'%D401%)(%)#046%01'%'#$%.=%01'%I1)7*1%"5'2%D401%A4(%+)01.74032%+#$%4=%D'%
D.)6$%*.T6+8.7%D401%A4,2%A'%D.)6$%,+/'%$4(*4-6'(%.=%I174(0;%B0%0+/'(%01'%
+)01.7403%.=%I174(0%0.%,+/'%+%$4(*4-6'%.=%I174(0;%G'0H(%014#/%+8.)0%D1+0%01+0%
*.)6$%,'+#Q%

&'()(%4(%01'%A'+$%.=%01'%N.$32%!01'%I1)7*12%D14*1%4(%A4(%8.$32%01'%
=)66#'((%.=%A4,%L1.%=466(%+66%4#%+66E;!)%!N)0%0.%'+*1%.#'%.=%)(%57+*'%D+(%
549'#%+**.7$4#5%0.%01'%,'+()7'%.=%I174(0H(%54=0;E!"%F1'%+-.(06'%Z+)6%7',4#$(%
)(Q%!R%#.0%0.%014#/%,.7'%145163%.=%.)7('69'(%01+#%D'%.)510%0.%014#/%R%<.$%
1+(%+66.00'$%0.%'+*1%+%,'+()7'%.=%=+401;%?.7%J)(0%+(%D'%1+9'%,+#3%,',8'7(%
4#%.#'%8.$3%+#$%+66%01'%,',8'7(%$.%#.0%1+9'%01'%(+,'%=)#*04.#2%(.%D'2%D1.%
+7'%,+#32%+7'%.#'%8.$3%4#%I174(02%+#$%4#$494$)+663%,',8'7(%.#'%.=%

 
11 Matthew 28:18-20 
12 Ephesians 1:22-23 
13 Ephesians 4:7 
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+#.01'7;E!#%[.%.#'%-'7(.#%.7%.#'%03-'%.=%,4#4(073%7'6+04.#(14-%*+774'(%+66%
01'%+)01.7403%.=%I174(0;%B0%0+/'(%01'%?49'T?.6$%UV)4--4#5%:4#4(074'(%0.%

,+/'%+%$4(*4-6'%.=%I174(0;%%%%

%
“… He gave gifts to men…. And He gave some as apostles, and 

some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as shepherds15 and 
teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the 
building up of the body of Christ….”16 
%

 
14 Romans 12:3-5 
15 For the Greek word poimen, I am choosing to use the translation “shepherds” rather than “pastors”. One of 
the reasons for this is that is how the word is translated in every other instance in the New Testament. Also, the 
word “pastor” unfortunately carries with it assumed connotations which I feel go contrary to the biblical 
concept of this ministry.    
16 Ephesians 4:7, 11-12. (“as” in the NASB, and “to be” in the NKJV are not in the Greek text.)  
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Equipping Ministry Relationships & Discipleship 
%

 L'%D466%$4(*)((%01'('%$4=='7'#0%03-'(%.=%,4#4(073%7'6+04.#(14-(C%8)0%=47(02%
BH$%64/'%0.%4$'#04=3%01+0%D14*1%01'3%1+9'%4#%*.,,.#;%?47(0632%01'('%+7'%
,4#4(073%7'6+04.#(14-(%O%01'3%,+3%+6(.%8'%=74'#$(14-(2%8)0%01'3%+7'%,4#4(073%
7'6+04.#(14-(%83%#+0)7';%@.,'014#5%4#%+$$404.#%0.%1),+#%=74'#$(14-%4(%0+/4#5%
-6+*'%4#%01'('%7'6+04.#(14-(;%F1'%64='%.=%I174(0%4(%8'4#5%,4#4(0'7'$%017.)51%
01'%@-4740%+#$%01'%D.7$%.=%I174(0;!&%&'()(%(+4$Q%!B0%4(%01'%@-4740%D1.%549'(%
64='C%01'%=6'(1%-7.=40(%#.014#5C%01'%D.7$(%01+0%B%1+9'%(-./'#%0.%3.)%+7'%(-4740%
+#$%+7'%64=';E!*+A),+#%=74'#$(14-(%+7'%5..$2%8)0%+#%4#0'#04.#+6%,4#4(073%
7'6+04.#(14-%4(%940+6%=.7%$4(*4-6'(14-;%@4#*'%40%0+/'(%01'%+)01.7403%.=%I174(0%0.%
,+/'%+%$4(*4-6'%.=%I174(02%+)01'#04*%,4#4(073%7'6+04.#(14-(%(1+7'%01'%64='%.=%
I174(02%4;';2%01'3%+7'%I174(0T*'#0'7'$%7'6+04.#(14-(%017.)51%D14*1%I174(0%4(%
7'9'+6'$%+#$%7'6+04.#(14-%D401%I174(0%4(%#)70)7'$;%
%%
G'0H(%6../%+0%01'('%UV)4--4#5%:4#4(074'(Q%%
!R%A'%5+9'%54=0(%0.%,'#R;%"#$%A'%5+9'%(.,'%+(%+-.(06'(2%+#$%

(.,'%+(%-7.-1'0(2%+#$%(.,'%+(%'9+#5'64(0(2%+#$%(.,'%+(%(1'-1'7$(%

+#$%0'+*1'7(2%=.7%01'%'V)4--4#5%.=%01'%(+4#0(%=.7%01'%D.7/%.=%('794*'2%0.%

01'%8)46$4#5%)-%.=%01'%8.$3%.=%I174(0R;E!'%%

%

 
17 Colossians 3:16 
18 John 6:63. Also: 2 Corinthians 3:6  
19 Ephesians 4:7, 11-12. (“as” in the NASB, and “to be” in the NKJV are not in the Greek text.)  
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F14(%-+((+5'%0'66(%)(%01+0%&'()(%5+9'%*'70+4#%54=0(%0.%,'#%+#$%5+9'%
*'70+4#%,'#%+(%54=0(%0.%01'%I1)7*1;%@.,'014#5%01+0%4(%4,-.70+#0%=.7%)(%0.%
)#$'7(0+#$%4(%014(Q%B#%8)46$4#5%A4(%I1)7*12)(%&'()(%86'(('(%,'#%O%#.0%
,'01.$(;%F1'7'%,+3%8'%(.,'%9+6)'%4#%*.#(4$'74#5%,'01.$.6.54'(%=.7%1.D%
0.%,+/'%$4(*4-6'(C%8)0%4#%01'%'#$2%&'()(%86'(('(%$4(*4-6'(%017.)51%,'#%
7+01'7%01+#%017.)51%,'01.$(;%"*0(%\QW\%0'66(%)(%01+0%01'%$4(*4-6'(%!D'7'%
*.#04#)+663%$'9.04#5%01',('69'(%0.%01'%+-.(06'(H%0'+*14#5%+#$%='66.D(14-R;E%
B#%14(%*.,,'#0+73%.#%014(%9'7('2%&.1#%<4662%7',4#$(%)(%01+0%01'%$4(*4-6'(%
D'7'%+6(.%='66.D(14--4#5%D401%01'%+-.(06'(;%F1'%(3#0+S%4#%01'%<7''/%0'S0%1+(%
8.01%01'%0'+*14#5%+#$%01'%='66.D(14-%7'='774#5%8+*/%0.%01'%+-.(06'(;%B#%=+*02%
F1'%",-64=4'$%N486'%07+#(6+0'(%40%+(Q%!01'%4#(07)*04.#%+#$%='66.D(14-%.=%01'%
+-.(06'(E;%&'()(%5+9'%*'70+4#%54=0(%0.%,'#%+#$%5+9'%*'70+4#%,'#%+(%54=0(%0.%
01'%I1)7*1;%F1'%+-.(06'%Z+)6%*.)6$%(+3%0.%01'%F1'((+6.#4+#(2%!].)%/#.D%
D1+0%/4#$%.=%,'#%D'%-7.9'$%.)7('69'(%0.%8'R;E)!%L1+0%V)+64=4'(%01'('%,'#%
0.%'V)4-%01'%I1)7*1%4(%#.0%01'47%=)6=4664#5%01'%-7'()--.('$%!J.8%$'(*74-04.#(E%
.=%+-.(06'2%-7.-1'02%'9+#5'64(02%(1'-1'7$2%0'+*1'72%8)0%7+01'7%D1.%01'3%+7'%
+(%+,8+((+$.7(%.=%I174(0));%F1'('%+7'%,'#%D1.%!1+9'%8''#%D401%&'()(E)"2%
+#$%874#5%01'%-7'('#*'%.=%&'()(;%%
%

 
20 Matthew 16:18 
21 1 Thessalonians 1:5 The Amplified Bible 
22 2 Corinthians 5:20 
23 Acts 4:13 
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The Essence of the Equipping Ministries 
%
F1'%$'=4#404.#(%.=%01'('%=49'%,4#4(074'(%.=%+-.(06'(2%-7.-1'0(2%

'9+#5'64(0(2%(1'-1'7$(2%+#$%0'+*1'7(%9+73%O%-+704*)6+763%D401%7'5+7$(%0.%01'%
,4#4(074'(%.=%+-.(06'(%+#$%-7.-1'0(;%B%1+9'%549'#%,)*1%01.)5102%(0)$32%+#$%
,.7'%01.)510%0.%01'('%,4#4(074'(;%B%1+9'%,3%.D#%-'7(.#+6%-'7(-'*049'(%.#%
D1+0%01'%(*74-0)7'(%,'+#%83%01'('%,4#4(074'(;%F1'3%'+*1%=)#*04.#%$4=='7'#0632%
+#$%01'3%+7'%)()+663%$'=4#'$%83%01'47%=)#*04.#(;%N)0%1'7'2%B%D.)6$%7+01'7%073%
0.%*+-0)7'%01'%'(('#*'%.=%01'%,4#4(073%4#(0'+$%.=%-7'()--.('$%!J.8%
$'(*74-04.#(E%O%=.7%017''%7'+(.#(Q%

^_ B#%01'%+01'4(04*%+#$%+5#.(04*%-146.(.-14'(2%!'S4(0'#*'%-7'*'$'(%
'(('#*'E;)#%N)0%4#%01'%N4864*+6%D.76$94'D2%!'(('#*'%-7'*'$'(%
'S4(0'#*'E;%?.7%'S+,-6'2%D'%1+9'%8''#%*7'+0'$%4#%01'%4,+5'%.=%<.$2%
+#$%014(%'(('#*'%4(%,'+#0%0.%4#=6)'#*'%.)7%'S4(0'#*'2%7+01'7%01+#%D'%
*7'+04#5%.)7%.D#%'(('#*'%=7.,%01'%'S4(0'#*'%D'%*1..('%0.%649'%
4#$'-'#$'#063%.=%<.$;%@.2%+**.7$4#5%0.%01+0%-74#*4-6'2%01'%'(('#*'%.=%
01'('%,4#4(074'(%D466%$'=4#'%01'47%=)#*04.#(;%B%014#/%40%4(%9'73%-.((486'%O%
+#$%-7'9+6'#0%O%0.%1+9'%-'.-6'%-)7-.704#5%0.%8'%+-.(06'(2%-7.-1'0(2%
'9+#5'64(0(2%(1'-1'7$(2%+#$%0'+*1'7(%D1'#%01'3%6+*/%01'%'(('#*'%O%
01'%57+*'%+#$%54=04#5%O%<.$%1+(%4#%,4#$;%%%%

\_ @'*.#$632%B%8'64'9'%<.$%4#*.7-.7+0'(%)#4V)'#'((%'9'#%D4014#%
*+0'5.74'(;%[.%0D.%+-.(06'(2%-7.-1'0(2%'9+#5'64(0(2%(1'-1'7$(2%.7%

 
24 The phrase was coined by Jean-Paul Sarte, who was a major proponent of Existentialism.  
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0'+*1'7(%D466%=)#*04.#%'S+*063%+64/';%F1'3%D466%1+9'%01'%(+,'%
'(('#*'2%8)0%01'3%D466%#.0%=40%-7'()--.('$%!J.8%$'(*74-04.#(E;%%

`_ F147$632%4#%7'6+04.#(14-(%D401%01'('%$4=='7'#0%,4#4(074'(2%40%4(%01'%
'(('#*'%.=%'+*1%01+0%D'%D+#0%0.%7'*'49'2%7+01'7%01+#%,'7'63%
'S-'74'#*4#5%01'47%=)#*04.#4#5%4#%.)7%649'(;%F1'%54=0%4(%,.7'%+8.)0%
D1.%01'3%+7'%7+01'7%01+#%D1+0%01'3%$.;%%%%%%
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The Function of the Equipping Ministries 
 
F1'%<7''/%D.7$%07+#(6+0'$%!'V)4--4#5E%4(%/+0+704(,.(2%D14*1%,'+#(%

,+0)74#5%+#$%-'7='*04#52%+6(.%=)7#4(14#5%+#$%*.,-6'04#5C%8)0%01'%,'+#4#5%
+6(.%4#*6)$'(%7'-+474#5%+#$%7'(0.74#52%+#$%-+704*)6+763%,'+#(%=4004#52%=7+,4#52%
+#$%J.4#4#5%0.5'01'7;%F1'('%,4#4(074'(%+7'%54=0'$%D401%01'%$4(*'7#,'#0%+#$%
+846403%7'V)47'$%0.%1'6-%$4(*4-6'(%0+/'%01'47%-6+*'%4#%01'%N.$3%.=%I174(02%+#$%4#%
014(%D+3%!('0%4#%.7$'7E%01'%*1)7*1;)$%;%F1'%!'V)4--4#5E%,4#4(073%4(%'(('#04+663%
!6'+$'7(14-%07+4#4#5E)%%O%!=.7%01'%07+4#4#5%.=%01'%(+4#0(%=.7%01'%D.7/%.=%
,4#4(073E;)&%N4864*+6%'S+,-6'(%.=%014(%,4#4(073%7'6+04.#(14-%*+#%8'%(''#%D401%
Z+)6%+#$%F4,.013)*2%+#$%Z+)6%+#$%F40)(;)'%%%
B$'+6632%+6.#5%14(%(-4740)+6%-+012%+%$4(*4-6'%=4#$(%,4#4(073%7'6+04.#(14-(%D401%

01.('%D1.%('79'%4#%'+*1%.=%01'%'V)4--4#5%,4#4(074'(%T%+-.(06'(2%-7.-1'0(2%
'9+#5'64(0(2%(1'-1'7$(2%0'+*1'7(%T%4#%.7$'7%0.%7'*'49'%*.,-7'1'#(49'%
4#=6)'#*'%+#$%07+4#4#5;%F1'('%,4#4(0'7(%,+3%8'%.7%,+3%#.0%8'%('794#5%4#%01'%
$4(*4-6'H(%6.*+6%*1)7*1;%N3%#+0)7'%.=%01'%*+('2%(1'-1'7$(%+7'%+6D+3(%6.*+6;%
N)0%+-.(06'(2%-7.-1'0(2%'9+#5'64(0(2%+#$%0'+*1'7(%,+3%('79'%4#%01'%6.*+6%
*1)7*12%8)0%+6(.%'S07+T6.*+663%0.%01'%D4$'7%N.$3%.=%I174(0;%Z+)62%D146'%#.0%+%
6.*+6%(1'-1'7$2%$4$%(-'#$%('9'7+6%3'+7(%4#%-+704*)6+7%6.*+6%*1)7*1'(;"(%

 
25 Titus 1:5 
26 1 Timothy 1:3; 3:14-15; 4:1-6, 13; 2 Timothy 1:13; 2:1-2, 14; 4:1-5; Titus 1:5; 2:1-15  
27 Ephesians 4:12 Holman Christian Standard Bible 
28 Acts 16:1-3a; 2 Timothy 2:1-2 
29 Titus 1:4-5 
30 1 ½ years in Corinth (Acts 18:11); 2 years in Rome (Romans 28:31; Acts 28:30; and about 3 years in Ephesus 
(Acts 19:10; 20:31).  
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F4,.013%+#$%F40)(2%+6(.%#.0%6.*+6%(1'-1'7$("!2%(-'#0%('+(.#(%.=%04,'%4#%
-+704*)6+7%*1)7*1'(;")%%
B#%$4(*)((4#5%14(%,4#4(0732%Z+)6%5+9'%01'%I1)7*1%(.,'%+#+6.54'(%D14*1%B%

8'64'9'%*.77'(-.#$%0.%01'%UV)4--4#5%:4#4(074'(Q%%%
“I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth. So, then 
neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but God 
who causes the growth. Now he who plants, and he who waters are one; 
but each will receive his own reward according to his own labor. For we 
are God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, God’s building. According 
to the grace of God, which was given to me, like a wise master builder I 
laid a foundation, and another is building on it. But each man must be 
careful how he builds on it. For no man can lay a foundation other than 
the one which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any man builds on the 
foundation with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, straw, each 
man’s work will become evident; for the day will show it because it is to 
be revealed with fire, and the fire itself will test the quality of each man’s 
work.”33  
B%)#$'7(0+#$%01'('%+#+6.54'(%0.%*.77'(-.#$%0.%01'%UV)4--4#5%:4#4(074'(%4#%

014(%D+3Q%%%%
• !Z6+#04#5E%83%+-.(06'(%+#$%'9+#5'64(0(%

• !L+0'74#5E%83%0'+*1'7(%+#$%-7.-1'0(%

• !?.)#$+04.#%G+34#5E%83%+-.(06'(%+#$%-7.-1'0(%

• !N)46$4#5E%83%(1'-1'7$(%+#$%0'+*1'7(%

 
31 2 Timothy 4:5 
32 Cf. 1 Timothy 1:3; 2 Timothy 4:21; Titus 1:5; 3:12  
33 1 Corinthians 3:6-13 
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Apostles  
%
I.77'(-.#$4#5%D401%Z+)6H(%+#+6.54'(%4#%^%I.74#014+#(%`2%01'%=7)40%.=%

,4#4(073%7'6+04.#(14-(%D401%+)01'#04*%I174(0T*'#0'7'$%+-.(06'(%4(%+%-6+#04#5%
.=%01'%5.(-'6%+#$%+%6+34#5%.=%01'%?.)#$+04.#%.=%I174(0%4#%01'%64='%.=%01'%
4#$494$)+6%$4(*4-6'%+#$%01'%64='%.=%+%6.*+6%*1)7*1;%%%

Z+)6%D7.0'%0.%01'%*1)7*1Q%!B%-6+#0'$C%"-.66.(%D+0'7'$%R;E%B0%4(%
4,-.70+#0%0.%#.0'%01+0%Z+)6%$4$%#.0%-6+#0%01'%*1)7*12%8)0%01'%5.(-'6;%B%8'64'9'%
1'%D+(%'9'7%+D+7'%.=%01'%G.7$H(%-7.,4('Q%!B%D466%8)46$%:3%I1)7*1E"#%*.)-6'$%
D401%01'%G.7$H(%*.,,4((4.#Q%!<.%+#$%,+/'%$4(*4-6'(E;"$%Z+)6%-7'+*1'$%
!&'()(%I174(02%+#$%A4,%*7)*4=4'$E"%;%Z+)6%,4#4(0'7'$%I174(0;%A'%$4$%#.0%5.%.)0%
0.%-6+#0%*1)7*1'(%#.7%',-6.3%*1)7*1T8)46$4#5%,'01.$.6.54'(;%A'%,4#4(0'7'$%
I174(02%+#$%*1)7*1'(%1+--'#'$%O%&'()(%8)460%01',;%['9'7%.#*'%$4$%Z+)6%
7'='7%0.%14,('6=%+(%+%!*1)7*1%-6+#0'7E;%N)0%0D4*'%1'%(+4$%01+0%1'%D+(%
!+--.4#0'$%+%-7'+*1'72%+#%+-.(06'2%+#$%+%0'+*1'7E;"&%Z+)6%-6+#0'$%01'%
5.(-'6%4#0.%01'%1'+70(%+#$%649'(%.=%4#$494$)+6%$4(*4-6'(%+#$%4#0.%01'%1'+70(%
+#$%649'(%.=%*1)7*1'(;%%%%%
% Z+)6%+6(.%D7.0'%0.%01'%I1)7*1Q%!"**.7$4#5%0.%01'%57+*'%.=%<.$2%D14*1%

D+(%549'#%0.%,'2%64/'%+%D4('%,+(0'7%8)46$'7%B%6+4$%+%=.)#$+04.#2%+#$%+#.01'7%
4(%8)46$4#5%.#%40;%N)0%'+*1%,+#%,)(0%8'%*+7'=)6%1.D%1'%8)46$(%.#%40;%?.7%#.%

 
34 Matthew 16:18 
35 Matthew 28:19 
36 1 Corinthians 1:23; 2:2 
37 1 Timothy 2:7; 2 Timothy 1:11 
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,+#%*+#%6+3%+%=.)#$+04.#%.01'7%01+#%01'%.#'%D14*1%4(%6+4$2%D14*1%4(%&'()(%
I174(0;E"*%F1'7'%4(%(.%,)*1%*.#0+4#'$%4#%014(%-+((+5'"'C%8)0%1'7'%B%D+#0%0.%
(4,-63%*.,,'#0%.#%01'%=+*0%01+0%Z+)6H(%,4#4(073%D+(%.#'%.=%!=.)#$+04.#%
6+34#5E;#(%Z+)6%*6'+763%4$'#04=4'$%01'%?.)#$+04.#%+(%I174(0;%B#$494$)+6%
$4(*4-6'(%+#$%D1.6'%*1)7*1'(%#''$%0.%8'%!7..0'$%+#$%57.)#$'$E#!%4#%
7'6+04.#(14-%D401%I174(0;%F14(%7'6+04.#(14-#)%(0+70(%D401%7'9'6+04.##"%O%D'%
*+##.0%7'6+0'%0.%01+0%D14*1%D'%$.%#.0%/#.D;%%"#$%014(%7'6+04.#(14-%*.#04#)'(%
4#%7'9'6+04.#%O%+(%.)7%7'9'6+04.#%.=%I174(0%57.D(2%.)7%7'6+04.#(14-%D401%
I174(0%57.D(;%U9'73014#5%4#%.)7%I174(04+#%64='2%'9'73014#5%4#%01'%64='%.=%01'%
I1)7*1%)00'763%$'-'#$(%.#%.)7%7'6+04.#(14-%D401%I174(0;%"#$%.)7%7'6+04.#(14-%
4(%$'0'7,4#'$%O%64,40'$%0.%.7%-7.-.704.#+0'%0.%.)7%7'9'6+04.#%.=%I174(0;%
?.)#$+04.#T6+34#5%,4#4(074'(%*.T6+8.7%D401%I174(0%+(%A'%8)46$(%A4(%I1)7*1%

017.)51%7'9'6+04.#%.=%A4,('6=;##%%
L1'#%<.$%549'(%'V)4--4#5%,4#4(074'(2%A'%+6(.%549'(%01'%#'*'((+73%

57+*'%0.%=)6=466%01.('%,4#4(074'(%O%01'%(-'*4+6%54=04#5%0.%4,-+70%01'%7'9'6+04.#%.=%
01'%,3(0'73%.=%I174(0%4#%()*1%+%D+3%+(%0.%874#5%+%-'.-6'%4#0.%=)66#'((%.=%
7'6+04.#(14-%D401%I174(0;#$%Z+)6%(0+0'(%*6'+763%4#%U-1'(4+#(%01+0%<.$%549'(%
014(%!7'9'6+04.#%.=%01'%,3(0'73%.=%I174(0E#%%0.%+-.(06'(%+#$%-7.-1'0(;%A'%

 
38 1 Corinthians 3:10-11 
39 For more depth and detail on this subject, see my publication, The Foundation of the Church. 
40 1 Corinthians 3:10-11 
41 Cf. Paul’s prayer: Ephesians 3:16-21 
42 Cf. Matthew 16:13-18 
43 Cf. Luke 6:46-48 
44 Matthew 16:13-18 
45 Galatians 1:15-16, 4:19; Ephesians 3:1-10; Colossians 1:27-29.   
46 Ephesians 3:1-7 
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+6(.%(-'+/(%.=%!01'%=.)#$+04.#%.=%01'%+-.(06'(%+#$%-7.-1'0(E#&%O%01'3%+7'%
#.0%01'%=.)#$+04.#2%I174(0%4(%O%8)0%1'%4(%7'='774#5%0.%01'%=.)#$+04.#%6+4$%83%01'%
,4#4(074'(%.=%+-.(06'(%+#$%-7.-1'0(;#*%%%

 
47 Ephesians 2:20 
48 Ephesians 2:20; 3:1-7. Regarding Ephesians 2:20, M.R. Vincent explains: “The foundation laid by them.” See my article, 
“The Foundation of the Apostles & Prophets”. 
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Prophets 
 

I.77'(-.#$4#5%D401%Z+)6H(%+#+6.54'(%4#%^%I.74#014+#(%`2%01'%=7)40%.=%
,4#4(073%7'6+04.#(14-(%D401%+)01'#04*%I174(0T*'#0'7'$%-7.-1'0(%4(%+%6+34#5%.=%
01'%?.)#$+04.#%.=%I174(0%+#$%+%!D+0'74#5E%4#%01'%64='%.=%01'%4#$494$)+6%
$4(*4-6'%+#$%01'%64='%.=%+%6.*+6%*1)7*1;%

F1'%<7''/%D.7$2%-7.-1'0').2%,'+#(%0.%-7.-1'(3%.7%8'%+%-7.-1'0;%
<7''/%(*1.6+7(#'%$'(*748'%014(%0.%,'+#Q%!(-'+/4#5%)#$'7%4#(-47+04.#E2%
!7'9'+64#5%01'%D466%+#$%01'%,4#$%.=%<.$E2%!7'9'+64#5%01'%*.)#('6(%+#$%01'%
D+3(%.=%<.$E;%&.1#%01'%N+-04(02%+(%D401%+66%01'%-7.-1'0(%D1.%-7'*'$'$%
14,$(2%0'(04=4'$%.=%I174(02%8'*+)('%+(%D'%+7'%0.6$%4#%01'%N../%.=%Y'9'6+04.#2%
!01'%0'(04,.#3%.=%&'()(%4(%01'%(-4740%.=%-7.-1'*3E;$!%F14(%4(%8'*+)('%&'()(%
4(%01'%?.)#$+04.#;%Z+)6%(0+0'(%*6'+763%4#%U-1'(4+#(%01+0%<.$%549'(%01'%
!7'9'6+04.#%.=%01'%,3(0'73%.=%I174(0E$)%0.%+-.(06'(%+#$%-7.-1'0(;%B#%0+#$',%
D401%+-.(06'($"2%-7.-1'0(%!6+3%01'%?.)#$+04.#%.=%I174(0E;%"(%B%'S-6+4#'$%
'+764'7%D401%+-.(06'(2%01'%?.)#$+04.#%6+34#5%,4#4(073%4#9.69'(%01'%7'9'6+04.#%
.=%I174(0%+#$%7'6+04.#(14-%D401%I174(0;%L'%*.)6$%)#$'7(0+#$%01+0%<.$%1+(%
549'#%+-.(06'(%01'%(-'*4+6%54=04#5%0.%'(0+864(1%7'9'6+04.#%.=%I174(02%+#$%0.%
-7.-1'0(2%01'%(-'*4+6%54=04#5%0.%'(0+864(1%7'6+04.#(14-%D401%I174(0;$#%%%%

 
49 James Strong, W.E. Vine, Robert Young 
50 Hebrews 1:1-2; 1 Peter 1:10-12 
51 Revelation 19:10 
52 Ephesians 3:1-7 
53 Acts 13 shows us that it was prophets and teachers who became apostles. This may suggest that the 
motivational gifts (Romans 12:5-8) of an apostle may be both teaching and prophecy. It also helps us to 
understand how apostles and prophets work together in laying the Foundation of Christ.  
54 Galatians 1:15-16, 4:19; Ephesians 3:1-10; Colossians 1:27-29.   
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F1'%+-.(06'%Z+)6%(+4$%1'%!-6+#0'$E2%+#$%.01'7(%!D+0'7'$E%+=0'7%14,$$;%
F1+0%D14*1%+-.(06'(%-6+#0%4(%01'%!(''$E$%%O%!01'%(''$%D14*1%4(%4,-'74(1+86'%
017.)51%01'%6494#5%+#$%'#$)74#5%D.7$%.=%<.$E$&;%B0%4(%4,-.70+#0%01+0%D'%
)#$'7(0+#$%01+0%-7.-1'0(%!D+0'7E%01+0%(''$%D14*1%4(%01'%D.7$%.=%<.$;%F1'7'%
4(%.#63%.#'%(''$%O%01'%D.7$%.=%<.$;%Z7.-1'0(%D1.%1+9'%*.,'%+=0'7%01'%^,-%
*'#0)73%$.#H0%-6+#0%#'D%(''$(%O%01'3%D+0'7%<.$H(%(''$%4,-6+#0'$;$*%F1'%
D.7$(%.=%01'%-7.-1'0(%+7'%#.0%+$$4#5%#'D%D.7$(%0.%01'%D.7$%.=%<.$;%F1'%
D.7$(%-7.-1'0(%(-'+/%=.701%+7'%!(.,'014#5%01+0%<.$%874#5(%0.%,4#$E%O%
(.,'014#5%+8.)0%D14*1%A'%1+(%+67'+$3%7'*.7$'$%4#%A4(%D7400'#%D.7$;%
!@.,'014#5%<.$%874#5(%0.%,4#$EQ%F14(%4(%+%-17+('%B%1+9'%+$.-0'$%=7.,%
L+3#'%<7)$',;$'%B0%7'='7(%0.%4#(4510(%=7.,%<.$H(%-'7(-'*049'%T%01'%
4#(-47+04.#%+#$%7'9'6+04.#%<.$%549'(%0.%-7.-1'0(2%+(%D'66%+(%01'%4#(-47+04.#%
+#$%7'9'6+04.#%A'%$'(47'(%0.%549'%017.)51%-7.-1'0(;%<.$H(%D.7$%4(%!=.7'9'7%
=47,63%=4S'$%4#%1'+9'#E%(C%8)0%A'%)('(%01'%D.7$(%.=%-7.-1'0(%0.%!874#5%40%0.%
,4#$E;%Z7.-1'0(%!D+0'7E%01'%(''$;%%%%%%%%

%

 
55 1 Corinthians 3:6 
56 Luke 8:11 
57 1 Peter 1:23. cf. 1 Corinthians 4:15; Galatians 4:19 
58 James 1:21; 2 Peter 1:19. The Scriptures – The Canon of the Old and New Testaments 
59 The Gift of Prophecy in the New Testament and Today, Crossway (1988/2000)  
60 Psalm 119:89 
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Until the “Perfect” Comes 
%
 N'*+)('%B%+,%(-'+/4#5%+8.)0%+-.(06'(%+#$%-7.-1'0(2%B%=''6%B%,)(0%+6(.%

4#9'(0%+%,4#4,+6%+,.)#0%.=%04,'%4#%+#%'==.70%0.%.==('0%01'%*.#9'#04.#+6%
$4(-'#(+04.#+6%a%*'((+04.#4(0%$.*074#'%D14*1%+(('70(%01+0%01'%,4#4(074'(%.=%
+-.(06'(%+#$%-7.-1'0(%O%+(%D'66%+(%*'70+4#%.01'7%(-4740)+6%54=0(%!%O%1+9'%
!-+(('$%+D+3E;%F14(%94'D%4(%,.(0%.=0'#%8+('$%.#%+%-..7%'S'5'(4(%.=%.#'%
9'7('%.=%(*74-0)7'2%^%I.74#014+#(%^`Q^b2%D14*1%(0+0'(Q%!N)0%D1'#%01+0%D14*1%
4(%-'7='*0%1+(%*.,'2%01'#%01+0%D14*1%4(%4#%-+70%D466%8'%$.#'%+D+3;E%F1'%
!-'7='*0E%4(%+78407+7463%4#0'7-7'0'$%+(%01'%I+#.#%.=%@*74-0)7';%"0%01'%04,'%.=%
01'%D7404#5%.=%014(%'-4(06'2%01'%I1)7*1%1+$%#.%*.#*'-0%.=%+%!*+#.#E%.7%01+0%01'%
'(0+864(14#5%.=%+%I+#.#%D.)6$%8'*.,'%#'*'((+73%^cbbT^dbb%3'+7(%4#0.%01'%
=)0)7';%B0%('',(%0.%,'%+%,)*1%,.7'%7+04.#+6%4#0'7-7'0+04.#%.=%!01'%-'7='*0E%
D.)6$%8'%D1+0%Z+)6%7'='7(%0.%+%='D%*1+-0'7(%6+0'7%4#%^%I.74#014+#(%O%01'%
('*.#$%*.,4#5%.=%I174(0%+#$%01'%7'()77'*04.#%.=%01'%I1)7*1%O%
!F1'#%*.,'(%01'%'#$2%D1'#%A'%$'649'7(%01'%/4#5$.,%0.%<.$%01'%?+01'7;E%)%%
% F.%)#$'7(0+#$%1.D%*.#=)('$%01'%,.$'7#%I1)7*1%4(%.#%014(%()8J'*02%

*.#(4$'7%014(Q%:.(0%4#%01'%I1)7*1%/#.D%01+0%01'%<7''/%D.7$2%+-.(0.6.(2%*+#%
8'%07+#(6+0'$%+(%!+%('#0%.#'E;%F1'47%)#$'7(0+#$4#5%4(%01+0%014(%7'='7(%0.%!+%
,4((4.#+73E;%F1'3%+**'-0%01'%,4#4(073%.=%,4((4.#+74'(%8)0%,+3%1+9'%+%
-7.86',%7'*.5#4>4#5%01'%#''$%.=%01'%6.*+6%*1)7*1%0.%1+9'%4#-)0%=7.,%'S07+T

 
61 Usually the gifts of tongues, prophecy, healing, and miracles are singled out from the other spiritual gifts.   
62 1 Corinthians 15:24 (Context: vv. 20-28) 
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6.*+6%.7%404#'7+#0%,4#4(074'(;%F1'47%-'7(-'*049'%4(Q%!:4((4.#+74'(%+7'%=.7%+66%
01.('%-..7%-'.-6'%.9'7('+(%O%#.0%=.7%)(%1'7'%4#%01'%6.*+6%*1)7*1;E%F1'('%
(+,'%-'.-6'%(''%Z'0'72%&+,'(2%&.1#2%+#$%&)$'%+(%+-.(06'(2%3'0%01'('%,'#%
D'7'%#.0%!,4((4.#+74'(E%+(%D'%)#$'7(0+#$%01'%0'7,;%B=%D'%!+,-64=3E%01'%
07+#(6+04.#%.=%+-.(0.6.(%0.%4#*6)$'%!.#'%*.,,4((4.#'$%D401%+%-)7-.('E%O%!+#%
+**7'$40'$%,'(('#5'7E2%!+%7'-7'('#0+049'E2%!+#%+,8+((+$.7E%"%O%D'%5'0%
(.,'D1+0%8'3.#$%01'%-7'()--.('$%!J.8%$'(*74-04.#E%0.%V)+6403%.=%01'%,+#;%%%%%
% "*0)+6632%4#%01'%['D%F'(0+,'#0%(*74-0)7'(%01'7'%+7'%0D.%*+0'5.74'(%.=%

+-.(06'(Q%
^_ !F1'%^\E%D1.%D+6/'$%D401%&'()(%#%+#$%'(0+864(1'$%01'%#.7,%=.7%01'%
$.*074#'%+#$%-7+*04*'%.=%01'%'+763%I1)7*1%$%%

\_ "0%6'+(0%e%,.7'%+-.(06'(%+7'%,'#04.#'$%4#%01'%['D%F'(0+,'#0%%%
+=0'7%01'%=47(0%^\;%"#$%01'7'%+7'%+6(.%+66%01'%.01'7%+-.(06'(%017.)51.)0%
I1)7*1%14(0.73%0.%01'%-7'('#0%D1.%1+9'%','75'$%=7.,%01'%N.$3%.=%
I174(0%+#$%=.66.D'$%01'%+-.(0.64*%07+$404.#%&%%

%
% [.D1'7'%4#%01'%D1.6'%.=%01'%N486'%4(%01'7'%+#3%4#$4*+04.#%01+0%+#3%

(-4740)+6%54=0(%D.)6$%-+((%+D+3%$)74#5%014(%+5';%F17.)51.)0%+66%I1)7*1%
14(0.73%0.%01'%-7'('#0%04,'%01'%'94$'#*'%.=%(-4740)+6%54=0(%4(%$.*),'#0'$;%X=%+%
*'70+4#032%01'7'%1+9'%+#$%+7'%+07.*4.)(%+8)('(C%8)0%01'%+#(D'7%0.%+8)('%4(%

 
63 New Bible Dictionary; Dictionary of New Testament Theology. Cf. 2 Corinthians 5:20; Galatians 4:14.   
64 Matthew 10:2-4 
65 Jude 3  
66 Paul (Romans 11:13; Galatians 2:8); Barnabus (Acts 14:14); Apollos (1 Corinthians 4:9); Timothy and Silas 
(1Thessalonians 1:1, 2:6); Andronicus and Junia (Romans 16:7)  
67 1 Corinthians 15:3-8; 1 Thessalonians 1:1; 2:6; Romans 16:7; Acts 14:14; Galatians 1:18-19; 2:9 
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#.0%$4()(';%['401'7%01'%(*74-0)7'(2%#.7%01'%A.63%@-47402%549'%01'%I1)7*1%
-'7,4((4.#%0.%45#.7'%+#3%.=%01'%(-4740)+6%54=0(;%%
% F14(%4(%D1+0%01'%(*74-0)7'%(+3(Q%!"#$%A'%5+9'%(.,'%+(%+-.(06'(2%+#$%

(.,'%+(%-7.-1'0(2%+#$%(.,'%+(%'9+#5'64(0(2%+#$%(.,'%+(%(1'-1'7$(%
+#$%0'+*1'7(2%=.7%01'%'V)4--4#5%.=%01'%(+4#0(%=.7%01'%D.7/%.=%('794*'2%0.%01'%
8)46$4#5%)-%.=%01'%8.$3%.=%I174(0C%)#046%D'%+66%+00+4#%0.%01'%)#403%.=%01'%=+4012%
+#$%.=%01'%/#.D6'$5'%.=%01'%@.#%.=%<.$2%0.%+%,+0)7'%,+#2%0.%01'%,'+()7'%
.=%01'%(0+0)7'%D14*1%8'6.#5(%0.%01'%=)66#'((%.=%I174(0;E%B0%(1.)6$%8'%-'7='*063%
.894.)(%01+0%01'%I1)7*1%1+(%#.0%3'0%+00+4#'$%01'('%014#5(2%(.%)#046%40%$.'(2%
D'%#''$%+66%01'%'V)4--4#5%,4#4(074'(;%B=%D'%D+#0%0.%(+3%01+0%+-.(06'(%+#$%
-7.-1'0(%1+9'%-+(('$%+D+32%01'#%D'%,)(0%+6(.%(+3%01+0%'9+#5'64(0(2%
(1'-1'7$(2%+#$%0'+*1'7(%1+9'%+6(.%-+(('$%+D+3;%N)02%4#%=+*02%#.#'%.=%01'%
'V)4--4#5%,4#4(074'(%1+9'%-+(('$%+D+3;%%
% I174(0%5+9'%01'%<7'+0%I.,,4((4.#%0.%A4(%+-.(06'(;%L1'#%01.('%^\%

-+(('$%+D+32%$4$%01'%<7'+0%I.,,4((4.#%-+((%+D+3M%X=%*.)7('2%#.0;%B%(''%
(.,'%(45#4=4*+#*'%4#%01'%=+*0%01+0%&'()(%5+9'%01'%<7'+0%I.,,4((4.#%0.%
+-.(06'(2%+(%.--.('$%0.%!-+(0.7(E%f+(%D'%/#.D%01',%0.$+3_;%B%8'64'9'%01+0%0.%
-7'+*1%01'%5.(-'6%+#$%,+/'%$4(*4-6'(%O%0.%-6+#0%01'%5.(-'6%+#$%6+3%01'%
?.)#$+04.#%.=%I174(0%T%4#%+#%+)01'#04*%D+3%7'V)47'(%+#%+-.(0.64*403%.=%01'%
V)+6403%D14*1%D'%1+9'%8''#%$4(*)((4#5;%F1'7'%#''$(%0.%8'%014(%I174(0T
*'#0'7'$%+-.(0.64*403%4#%.7$'7%=.7%01'%64='%.=%I174(0%0.%8'%(1+7'$%*%4#%

 
68 Colossians 3:16 
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,4#4(073%7'6+04.#(14-(%8'0D''#%$4(*4-6'(%+#$%'V)4--4#5%,4#4(0'7(%T%8'%01'3%
+#%+-.(06'2%-7.-1'02%'9+#5'64(02%(1'-1'7$2%.7%0'+*1'7;%%%%%%%%%
%
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Correspondence, Literature & Media Ministries 
 
 "(%BH9'%(+4$2%D401%01'%'S*'-04.#%.=%(1'-1'7$(2%01'%.01'7%=.)7%'V)4--4#5%

,4#4(074'(%+7'%8.01%6.*+6%+#$%'S07+T6.*+6;%&)(0%+%*)7(.73%6../%017.)51%01'%
N../%.=%"*0(%+#$%01'%U-4(06'(%(1.D(%)(%01+0%4#-)0%=7.,%'S07+T6.*+6%'V)4--4#5%
,4#4(074'(%D+(%+#%'(('#04+6%-+70%.=%01'%+-.(0.64*%*1)7*1;%L401%01'%7'6+049'%
'+('%.=%07+9'6%0.$+32%014(%(1.)6$%8'%01'%*+('%'9'#%,.7'%(.C%8)02%5'#'7+663%
(-'+/4#52%014(%84864*+6%#.7,%1+(%8''#%6.(0;%"0%6'+(0%4#%01'%,.$'7#%L'(0'7#%
*1)7*12%01'%()--.70%.=%01'('%404#'7+#0%,4#4(074'(%1+(%=.7%01'%,.(0%-+70%=+66'#%
83%01'%D+3(4$';%B%-'7(.#+663%014#/%014(%4(%(3,-0.,+04*%.=%01'%*)60)7+64>+04.#%.=%
01'%*1)7*1%'%4#%+%*.#(),'7T$749'#%(.*4'03;%F1'%7'()60%4(%+%6.DT6'9'6%+#$%+%
('6=T*'#0'7'$%(-4740)+6403%D1'7'4#%-'.-6'%+7'%4#*64#'$%0.%()--.70%.#63%01.('%
,4#4(074'(%D14*1%+7'%6.*+663%!+6D+3(%01'7'%=.7%01',E%('794#5%01'47%!='60%#''$(E;%
N)0%0.%8'%=+472%014(%(40)+04.#%4(%+6(.%+%7'()60%.=%6.DT6'9'6%+#$%('6=T('794#5%
4#(07)*04.#%.#%01'%-+70%.=%6.*+6%-+(0.7(%D1'7'4#%01'%84864*+6%-+00'7#%01'%A.63%
@-4740%1+(%57+*4.)(63%7'*.7$'$%=.7%)(%4#%01'%(*74-0)7'(%4(%45#.7'$;%B7.#4*+6632%
8'*+)('%.=%014(%*.#(),'7%(-4740)+64032%-'.-6'%D1.%'401'7%D+#0%01'47%!'+7(%
04*/6'$E%83%01'47%-7'='7'#*'&(2%.7%+60'7#+049'632%-'.-6'%D1.%,+3%8'%+%64006'%
,.7'%('74.)(%+8.)0%01'47%$4(*4-6'(14-%(''/%.)0%'S07+T6.*+6%,4#4(074'(%=.7%4#-)0%
+#$%+7'%,+#3%04,'(%D4664#5%0.%()--.70%01'%,4#4(074'(%01'3%+7'%7'*'494#5%94+%
01'%,'$4+;%F14(%1+(%*7'+0'$%+%-+7+T*1)7*1%(40)+04.#%D14*1%1+(%()--6+#0'$%
01'%84864*+6%-+00'7#%D14*1%1+(%+66%,4#4(074'(%','754#5%=7.,%+#$%+**.)#0+86'%

 
69 I have written in some detail on this subject in my publication, Some Thoughts on Church & Culture. 
70 2 Timothy 4:3 
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0.%01'%6.*+6%*1)7*1;%B%1+9'%549'#%+#%.9'794'D%.=%01'('%014#5(%4#%,3%
-)864*+04.#2%!@)--.704#5%01'%L.7/%.=%:4#4(073E;%B%1.6$%+%01'.6.53%.=%
Y'(0.7+04.#%01+0%6../(%0.%(''%01'%$.*074#'%+#$%-7+*04*'%.=%01'%+-.(0.64*%
*1)7*1%7'(0.7'$;%B%$.%(''%-.*/'0(%4#%#.#T$'#.,4#+04.#+6%*47*6'(%D1'7'%01'7'%
4(%(.,'%)#$'7(0+#$4#52%+--7'*4+04.#2%+#$%-7+*04*'%.=%01'('%014#5(%7'5+7$4#5%
'S07+T6.*+6%'V)4--4#5%,4#4(074'(;%N)0%B%$.#H0%/#.D%4=%B%D466%649'%0.%(''%+#%
.9'7+66%7'(0.7+04.#%.=%01'('%014#5(%0+/'%-6+*'%4#%01'%L'(0'7#%*1)7*1;&!%%%%
% [.D2%1+94#5%!8'+0%01+0%$7),E%=.7%+%D146'2%BH$%64/'%0.%+$$%0.%01'%

.8J'*049403%83%-.4#04#5%.)0%01+02%D146'%Z+)6H(%'S07+T6.*+6%,4#4(073%87.)510%14,%
4#0.%,+#3%6.*+6%*1)7*1'(2%1'%+6(.%D7.0'%'-4(06'(%D14*1%D'7'%('#0%0.%
*1)7*1'(%1'%1+$%#.0%94(40'$;&)%F14(%0..%4(%-+70%.=%01'%+-.(0.64*%-+00'7#;%G4/'%
&.1#H(%Y'9'6+04.#%('#0%0.%01'%('9'#%*1)7*1'(%4#%"(4+&"2%Z+)6H(%6'00'7(%0.%01'%
<+6+04+#(%+#$%01'%U-1'(4+#(%D'7'%!*47*)6+7%6'00'7(E2%D14*1%D'7'%4#0'#$'$%0.%
8'%7'+$%+#$%-+(('$%.#%0.%.01'7%*1)7*1'(;&#%F1'%+-.(06'%Z'0'7%$4$%64006'%
07+9'64#5&$C%01'%+-.(06'%&.1#2%'9'#%6'((&%C%+#$%01'%+-.(06'(%&+,'(%+#$%&)$'2%
01'%G.7$H(%87.01'7(&&2%+--+7'#063%#.#'%+0%+66;%N)0%01'47%'-4(06'(%+7'%(0466%
07+9'64#5%+66%.9'7%01'%D.76$;%

 
71 I have been referring to the general situation in non-denominational churches in the West. Ironically the 
denominations have established in their structures support for “extra-local ministries”, albeit in the form of 
denominational “overseers”, whose job descriptions are to essentially maintain denomination policies, as 
opposed to the apostolic pattern to which I have been referring.  
72 Rome, Colossae  
73 Revelation 1:4 
74 Revelation: the churches of Asia. Galatians: Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, Pisidian Antioch. Ephesians: the 
churches in Asia Minor.  
75 Samaria (Acts 8:14-25); Joppa (Acts 10-11); Antioch of Syria (Galatians 2:11); Rome (1 Peter 5:13) 
76 Samaria (Acts 8:14-25); Patmos (Revelation 1:9) 
77 James 1:1; Jude 1 
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%% F.$+32%+(%017.)51.)0%+66%.=%I1)7*1%14(0.732%014(%,'#0.74#5%7'6+04.#(14-%
8'0D''#%01'%'V)4--4#5%,4#4(0'7%+#$%01'%$4(*4-6'%*.#04#)'(%0.%0+/'%-6+*'%
017.)51%01'%D7404#5%.=%*.77'(-.#$'#*'%+#$%640'7+0)7';%F1'%=47(0%+-.(06'(%
D7.0'%6'00'7(%.=%4#(07)*04.#;&*%Z7.-1'04*%640'7+0)7'%D+(%7'*.7$'$;%B0%4(%
4,-.((486'%0.%'(04,+0'%+66%01'%*.77'(-.#$'#*'%01+0%1+(%0+/'#%-6+*'%8'0D''#%
,'#0.7(%+#$%$4(*4-6'(%017.)51.)0%1),+#%14(0.73;%F1'7'%+7'%+#$%1+9'%8''#%
*.)#06'((%I174(04+#%+)01.7(%O%D'66%/#.D#%+#$%#.0%/#.D#;%B%6.9'%014(%V).0'%
=7.,%@+,)'6%:+74#)(%gD','7&'Q%!F1'%-74#0'$%h+#$%$4540+6i%-+5'%4(%+%
,4((4.#+73%01+0%*+#%5.%+#3D1'7'%+#$%$.%(.%+0%,4#4,),%*.(0;%B0%'#0'7(%
*6.('$%6+#$(%+#$%7'+*1'(%+66%(07+0+%.=%(.*4'03;%B0%$.'(%#.0%57.D%D'+73;%B0%
#''$(%#.%=)76.)51;%B0%649'(%6.#5'7%01+#%+#3%,4((4.#+73;%B0%#'9'7%5'0(%466;%B0%
-'#'07+0'(%017.)51%01'%,4#$%0.%01'%1'+70%+#$%*.#(*4'#*';%B0%1+(%+#$%4(%
-7.$)*4#5%7'()60(%'9'73D1'7';%B0%1+(%.=0'#%6+4#%$.7,+#0%3'0%7'0+4#'$%40(%64='%
+#$%86..,'$%3'+7(%6+0'7;E%
% G../4#5%8+*/%.#%01.('%D1.%1+9'%8''#%'V)4--4#5%4#=6)'#*'(%4#%,3%.D#%

(-4740)+6%64='%+#$%,4#4(0732%B%D.)6$%4$'#04=3%-7.8+863%017''%6.*+6%'6$'7(*(2%+#$%
+6(.%017''%.6$'7%87.01'7(%4#%01'%G.7$%D1.%1+$%'S07+T6.*+6%,4#4(074'(*!;%B#%01'%
-+(0%Wb%3'+7(2%B%1+9'#H0%4#0'7+*0'$%D401%01'%017''%6.*+6%'6$'7(2%0D.%.=%D14*1%
1+(%-+(('$%+D+3;%X=%01'%.6$'7%87.01'7(%4#%01'%G.7$2%+66%017''%1+9'%-+(('$%
+D+3;%N)0%B%*+#%549'%+%6.#5%64(0%.=%(-4740)+6%,'#0.7(%D1.%'V)4--'$%,'%4#%+%

 
78 i.e., Epistles 
79 Zwemer was an American missionary and scholar (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Samuel_Marinus_Zwemer) 
who coined the phrase: “In essentials unity, in non-essentials liberty, and in all things charity.” 
80 Dennis D’Amico, a shepherd; Jim Borchet, an apostolic teacher; Robert Mawire, an evangelist 
81 Dale Rumble, an apostolic teacher; Art Katz, a prophet; John Beaumont, a prophet. 
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9'73%-'7(.#+6%D+3%017.)51%01'47%D7404#5(;%F17.)51%01'47%D7404#5(2%01'47%
01.)510(%+#$%D.7$(%1+9'%#'9'7%6'=0%,'2%+#$%+7'%+6D+3(%.#%1+#$%D1'#'9'7%B%
D+#0%0.%0)7#%0.%01',;*)%L146'%B%-7'='7%!-+-'7%+#$%4#/E2%B%+--7'*4+0'%+#$%,+/'%
)('%.=%01'%+9+46+846403%.=%$4540+6%=.7,+0(;%F1'%+-.(06'%Z+)6%)('$%01'%-17+('%
!R%*.,84#4#5%(-4740)+6%01.)510(%D401%(-4740)+6%D.7$(;E*"%B#0'7+*04#5%D401%01'%
01.)510(%+#$%D.7$(%.=%+#%+)01.7%+66.D(%01'%A.63%@-4740%,)*1%=7''$.,%=.7%
4#0'7#+64>4#5%07)01%4#%.)7%1'+70(%4#%+%)#4V)'63%-'7(.#+6%D+3;%B%+,%*.#94#*'$%
01+0%4(%D13%<.$%5+9'%)(%A4(%N../;%%
% :+38'%('*.#$%0.%01+0%V)+6403%.=%4#0'7+*04.#%8'0D''#%+%$4(*4-6'%+#$%+#%

+)01.7%D.)6$%8'%01.('%=+9.740'%-7'+*1'7(%+#$%0'+*1'7(%01+0%(.,'%-'.-6'%
,''0%D401%7'5)6+763%.#%01'%7+$4.*#%$+463%.7%D''/63;%G4(0'#4#5%0.%+)$4.2%,4#)(%
4,+5'2%4(%(0466%(.,'D1+0%4#0'7+*049'2%+#$%(0466%549'(%57.)#$%=.7%01'%A.63%@-4740%
0.%*.,,)#4*+0'%4#0'7#+663%.#%01'%1'+70%6'9'6;%%
% "#$%D146'%40%4(%+6(.%8'#'=4*4+62%-7.8+863%01'%6'+(0%'=='*049'%'V)4--4#5%

D401%7'5+7$(%0.%4#0'7#+64>+04.#%4(%01'%$4540+6%4,+5'%94+%Fj%+#$%KjK;%B%(+3%014(%
8'*+)('%014(%,.$'%.=%*.,,)#4*+04.#%4(%!-7'(*74-049'E%.#%01'%-+70%.=%01'%
(-'+/'7%+#$%!-+((49'E%.#%01'%-+70%.=%01'%1'+7'7;%F1'%94()+6%4,+5'%4(%
$.,4#+#02%$4*0+04#5%0.%.)7%'3'(%+#$%,4#$%D1+0%D'%+7'%0.%7'*'49';%"#$%(.2%83%
+#$%6+75'2%D'%7'*'49'%.#63%D1+0%01'%1),+#%(-'+/'7%1+(%0.%549';%F1'7'%4(%
(.,'2%8)0%64006'2%7..,%=.7%01'%)#4,-.(4#5%A.63%@-4740%0.%(-'+/%$''-63%4#(4$'%

 
82 Just to name a few: J. Sidlow Baxter, Bill Britton, Oswald Chambers, Robert Coleman, Devern Fromke, 
Graeme Goldsworthy, Alexander Rattray Hay, C.S. Lewis, Andrew Murray, Watchman Nee, David Pawson, 
Francis Schaeffer, Howard Snyder, T. Austin Sparks, and three Biblical Language scholars, A.T. Robertson, 
James Strong, and W.E. Vine. 
83 Or “… explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words….”, 1 Corinthians 2:13  
84 Or “podcasts”. 
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.)7%1'+70(;%F1'7'%4(%#.%$.)80%01+0%4,+5'T.74'#0'$%*.,,)#4*+04.#%1+(%
!$),8'$%$.D#E%.)7%*)60)7'2%+(%D'66%+(%01'%$4(*4-6'(14-%+#$%(-4740)+6%
=.7,+04.#%.=%01'%*)60)7+64>'$%*1)7*1;%%
% [.D2%4#%'S-7'((4#5%01'('%-'7(-'*049'(2%B%$.#H0%D+#0%0.%549'%01'%

4,-7'((4.#%01+0%B%-)0%64006'%9+6)'%.#%+*0)+6%!=6'(1%+#$%86..$E%,4#4(073%
7'6+04.#(14-(;%F1+0%4(%#.0%01'%*+(';%B#%=+*02%014(%4(%D1+0%*1+7+*0'74>'(%01'%
$4(*4-6'H(%,4#4(073%7'6+04.#(14-(%D401%(1'-1'7$(2%D14*1%+7'2%83%#+0)7'%.=%01'%
*+('2%6.*+64>'$%+#$%-'7(.#+64>'$%7'6+04.#(14-(;%L146'%('794#5%+(%6.*+6%
'6$'7(2%01'('%-'.-6'%.=0'#%1+9'%57+*'%+#$%54=04#5%0.%=)#*04.#%+6(.%+(%
+-.(06'(2%-7.-1'0(2%'9+#5'64(0(2%+#$%0'+*1'7(;%%
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Evangelists 
 

 F1'%<7''/%D.7$*$%07+#(6+0'$%!'9+#5'64(0E%4(%')+#5'64(0'(;%B0%640'7+663%
,'+#(%!+%,'(('#5'7%.=%5..$E%O%.#'%D1.%+##.)#*'(2%-7.*6+4,(2%.7%$'*6+7'(%
+%5..$%,'((+5';%B0%4(%'(('#04+6%01+0%D'%)#$'7(0+#$%D1+0%01+0%!5..$%
,'((+5'E%4(;%Z+)6%(+4$%01+0%4=%01'%I1)7*1%(07+3(%=7.,%!(4#56'2%(4,-6'%
$'9.04.#%0.%I174(0E2%D'%*+#%'#$%)-%-7'+*14#5%+%!$4=='7'#0%5.(-'6E2%7'*'494#5%
+%!$4=='7'#0%(-4740E%+#$%+%!$4=='7'#0%&'()(E%O%+#$2%1'%(+4$2%014(%4(%7'+$463%
+**'-0'$;*%%L'%,)(0%7'+64>'%01+0%014(%4(%#.0%.#63%-.((486'2%8)0%40%4(%+6(.%
-7'9+6'#0%4#%01'%*.#0',-.7+73%L'(0'7#%I1)7*1%O%40%4(%+#%'S-6+#+04.#%=.7%40(%
6.DT6'9'6%.=%$4(*4-6'(14-;%%
% F1'%D.7$%4(%01'%(''$;%U9+#5'64(0(%-6+#0%01'%(''$;%F1'%D7.#5%,'((+5'%
-7.$)*'(%01'%D7.#5%/4#$%.=%!8'64'9'7E%+#$%01'%D7.#5%/4#$%.=%*1)7*1;%F14(%4(%
8'*+)('%01'%D7.#5%,'((+5'%('#$(%.)0%01'%D7.#5%4$'+%.=%D1+0%I174(04+#403%
4(%+66%+8.)0%4#%01'%=47(0%-6+*';%Z'.-6'%D466%#.0%$'9'6.-%4#0.%$'9.0'$%$4(*4-6'(%
.=%I174(0%4=%01'3%+7'%549'#%+%!$4=='7'#0E%,'((+5'%0.%8'54#%D401;%I174(0T
*'#0'7'$%'9+#5'64(0(%-6+#0%5..$%(''$;%F1'%!5..$%,'((+5'E%4(%(-'*4=4*+663%
+8.)0%I174(0;%%%%
% I.77'(-.#$4#5%D401%Z+)6H(%+#+6.54'(%4#%^%I.74#014+#(%`2%01'%=7)40%.=%
,4#4(073%7'6+04.#(14-(%D401%+)01'#04*%I174(0T*'#0'7'$%'9+#5'64(0(%4(%+%
-6+#04#5%.=%01'%5.(-'6%4#%01'%64='%.=%01'%4#$494$)+6%$4(*4-6'%+#$%01'%64='%.=%+%

 
85 In this publication, references to meanings of Greek words are sourced mainly in W.E. Vine’s Expository 
Dictionary of Biblical Words.  
86 2 Corinthians 11:2-4 
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6.*+6%*1)7*1;%N3%01+0%D14*1%4(%-6+#0'$%D'%+7'%!8.7#%+5+4#%#.0%
.=%(''$*&%D14*1%4(%-'74(1+86'%8)0%4,-'74(1+86'2%01+0%4(2%017.)51%01'%6494#5%+#$%
'#$)74#5%D.7$%.=%<.$**%T%!01'%4,-6+#0'$%D.7$2%D14*1%4(%+86'%0.%(+9'%.)7%
(.)6(;E*'%U9+#5'64(0(%D1.%,4#4(0'7%01'%64='%.=%I174(0%+7'%01.('%D1.2%64/'%
Z+)6'(2%-7'+*1%!01'%5.(-'6%.=%<.$R%*.#*'7#4#5%A4(%@.#R;E'!%T%!&'()(%
I174(0%+#$%A4,%*7)*4=4'$E');%F1'%N../%.=%"*0(%(1.D(%01+0%01'%,'((+5'%
-7'+*1'$%83%01'%'+763%*1)7*1%D+(%+%I174(0T*'#0'7'$%,'((+5';%B#%40(%\b%
*1+-0'7(2%01'7'%+7'%+0%6'+(0%`b%7'='7'#*'(%0.%I174(0%+(%01'%()8J'*0%,+00'7%.=%
01'%+-.(06'(H%,'((+5'(;'"%Z+)6%(+4$%01+0%!<.$H(%5.(-'6E%!*.#*'7#'$%A4(%
@.#E'#%O%01+0%!A'%4(%G.7$%.=%+66E;'$%%
% Z+)6%(),,+74>'(%01'%,'((+5'%+0%01'%'#$%.=%14(%=47(0%6'00'7%0.%01'%
I.74#014+#('%Q%F1'%,'((+5'%4(Q%!&'()(%$4'$%=.7%.)7%(4#(2%D+(%8)74'$%+#$%D+(%
7+4('$;E%A'%(+4$%01+0%014(%,'((+5'%D+(%!+**.7$4#5%0.%01'%(*74-0)7'(E;%A'%
(+4$%01+0%014(%4(%01'%,'((+5'%D14*1%!1'%-7'+*1'$%+#$%83%D14*1%-'.-6'%+7'%
(+9'$E;%A'%'S1.70'$%-'.-6'%0.%7'*'49'%402%8'64'9'%402%1.6$%=+(0%0.%402%+#$%(0+#$%
4#%40;%B#%(),,+74>4#5%14(%,4#4(073%0.%01'%'6$'7(%+0%U-1'()(2%1'%(+4$%01+0%1'%
!R%(.6',#63%0'(04=4'$%0.%8.01%&'D(%+#$%<7''/(%.=%7'-'#0+#*'%0.D+7$%<.$%

 
87 Luke 8:11 
88 1 Peter 1:23. cf. 1 Corinthians 4:15; Galatians 4:19 
89 James 1:21 
90 1 Timothy 2:7; 2 Timothy 1:11; 4:5 
91 Romans 1:1 & 3 
92 1 Corinthians 1:18-24; 2:1-2 
93 Acts 2:22, 32, 36, 38; 3:13; 4:2, 10, 33; 5:30, 42; 8:5, 35; 9:20, 22; 10:36, 38; 11:20; 13:23, 33; 15:11; 16:31; 
17:3, 18; 18:5, 25, 28; 19:13; 20:21; 24:24; 25:19. 
94 Romans 1:1-7 
95 Acts 10:36 
96 1 Corinthians 15:1-4 

http://www.atchriststable.org/


Christ-centered Discipleship & Equipping Ministries 

W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2013) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  
 

31 

+#$%=+401%4#%.)7%G.7$%&'()(%I174(0E;'&%F1'%,'((+5'%*+66(%=.7%8.01%
7'-'#0+#*'%0.D+7$%<.$%+#$%=+401%4#%I174(0;%
% I174(0T*'#0'7'$%'9+#5'64(0(%-6+#0%5..$%(''$;%F1'47%,'((+5'%*.#0+4#(%
01'%K["%=.7%+)01'#04*%I174(04+#403%O%+)01'#04*%*.#9'7(4.#2%+#$%+)01'#04*%
(-4740)+6%64='%+#$%57.D01;'*%F1'%9'73%=47(0%,'((+5'%-7'+*1'$%83%01'%I1)7*1%
f017.)51%Z'0'7_%.#%01'%K+3%.=%Z'#0'*.(0%*6'+763%('0%=.701%01'%K["%=.7%
+)01'#04*%I174(04+#403;%B#%14(%,'((+5'2%Z'0'7%4#*6)$'$%01'%#'*'((+73%
7'(-.#('%0.%01'%,'((+5'%O%01+0%4(2%1.D%.#'%+)01'#04*+663%0)7#(%0.%<.$%+#$%
1+(%=+401%4#%I174(0Q%!Z'0'7%(+4$%0.%01',2%kY'-'#02%+#$%'+*1%.=%3.)%8'%
8+-04>'$%4#%01'%#+,'%.=%&'()(%I174(0%=.7%01'%=.7549'#'((%.=%3.)7%(4#(C%+#$%
3.)%D466%7'*'49'%01'%54=0%.=%01'%A.63%@-4740;HE''%F14(%-+00'7#%*.#04#)'(%
017.)51.)0%01'%N../%.=%"*0(;!((%Z'.-6'%7'*'49'$%01'%74510%,'((+5'2%01'%74510%
&'()(2%+#$%01'%74510%@-4740;%F1'%'+763%*1)7*1%D+(%#.0%D401.)0%-7.86',(2%8)0%40%
D+(%+)01'#04*%+#$%!0)7#'$%01'%D.76$%)-T(4$'T$.D#E!(!%O%40%4(%$4==4*)60%0.%(+3%
01'%(+,'%+8.)0%01'%*.#0',-.7+73%L'(0'7#%*1)7*1;%%%%
% A.D%D+(%014(%!5..$%,'((+5'E%$'649'7'$M%F.$+32%D1'#%D'%014#/%.=%
'9+#5'64(,2%D'%,.(0%.=0'#%014#/%.=%0'664#5%-'.-6'%.)7%!0'(04,.#3E%O%01+0%4(2%
1.D%D'%*+,'%0.%=+401%4#%I174(02%1.D%40%*1+#5'$%.)7%64='2%+#$%1.D%40%*+#%,''0%
-'.-6'H(%#''$(%+#$%(.69'%01'47%-7.86',(;%X)7%!0'(04,.#4'(E%,+3%=40%01'%
$'(*74-04.#%.=%5494#5%!+#%'S-6+#+04.#%0.%'9'73.#'%D1.%+(/(%3.)%0.%549'%+#%

 
97 Acts 20:21 
98 I have written on these things in the following publications: Foundation Stones, Receiving the Gift of The 
Holy Spirit, Repentance, Some Thoughts on Spiritual Life & Growth, You Must Be Born Again.  
99 Acts 2:38 
100 Acts 2:37-38; 8:12-24; 10:44-48; 19:1-6. 
101 Acts 17:6 
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+**.)#0%=.7%01'%1.-'%01+0%4(%4#%3.)!;!()%N)0%01'%.#63%0'(04,.#4'(%7'*.7$'$%4#%
01'%['D%F'(0+,'#0%+7'%'401'7%01.('%4#%01'%5.(-'6(%549'#%83%-'.-6'%D1.%1+$%
7'*'49'$%,47+*)6.)(%1'+64#5(%=7.,%&'()(2%.7%01'%+-.(06'(H%'3'TD40#'((%
+**.)#0(%.=%01'%74('#%I174(0%4#%01'%N../%.=%"*0(%+#$%01'%'-4(06'(;%X#%01'%
.01'7%1+#$2%01'7'%4(%+%,'01.$%.=%'9+#5'64(,%D14*1%B%(''%4#%01'%['D%
F'(0+,'#0%D14*1%('',(%0.%8'%64006'%7'+64>'$2%3'0%40%1+(%8''#%',-6.3'$%
017.)51.)0%*1)7*1%14(0.73%+#$%4(%(.7'63%#''$'$%0.$+3;%BH66%*+66%40%!U9+#5'64(04*%
F'+*14#5E;!("%%%%%
% F1'%U014.-4+#%')#)*1%D1.%D+(%7'+$4#5%B(+4+1%D+#0'$%Z1464-%0.%
!5)4$'E!(#%14,%4#%01'%(*74-0)7'(;%F1'%<7''/%D.7$%4(%1.$'5.(2%,'+#4#5%!0.%
6'+$%01'%D+3E2%01+0%4(2%017.)51%01'%(*74-0)7'(;%"(%D'%/#.D2%01'%,+#%7'*'49'$%
!)#$'7(0+#$4#5E!($2%*+,'%0.%=+401%4#%I174(02%+#$%D+(%8+-04>'$;!(%%U(('#04+6632%
Z1464-%6'$%01'%,+#%4#%+#%!'9+#5'64(04*%N486'%(0)$3E;%%%%
% F14(%,'01.$%.=%'9+#5'64(,%03-4=4'$%Z+)6H(%,4#4(073Q%B#%K+,+(*)(2%1'%
D+(%!-7.94#5E%01+0%&'()(%D+(%01'%I174(0;%F1'%<7''/%D.7$%4(%(),848+>.2%
640'7+663%,'+#4#5%!0.%J.4#%0.5'01'7E!(&%T%01+0%4(2%J.4#4#5%'9'#0(%4#%01'%64='%.=%
I174(0%0.5'01'7%D401%7'='7'#*'(%4#%01'%A'87'D%@*74-0)7'(%0.%!-7.9'E%A'%D+(%
01'%I174(0;!(*%B#%F1'((+6.#4*+2%G)/'%(+3(%01+0%Z+)6%D+(%!7'+(.#4#5E%O%01'%
(+,'%<7''/%D.7$%07+#(6+0'$%!-7.94#5EC%8)0%+$$(%01+0%1'%D+(%+6(.%

 
102 1 Peter 3:15 
103 Cf. “Turning to God” by William Barclay; “Ancient-Future Evangelism” & The Journey to Jesus series by Robert Webber.  
104 Acts 8:31 (Strong’s # 3594) 
105 Acts 8:30 
106 Acts 8:26-39 
107 Strong’s # 4822 
108 Acts 9:22 
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!'S-6+4#4#5E%+#$%!5494#5%'94$'#*'E%01+0%&'()(%D+(%01'%I174(0;%F1'%<7''/%
D.7$(%+7'%$4+#.45.2%,'+#4#5%!0.%.-'#%)-%*.,-6'0'63E2!('%+#$%-+7+0401',42%
,'+#4#5%!0.%-)0%=.701%=+*0(%017.)51%0'+*14#5E;!!(%F1'%-+((+5'!!!%0'66(%)(%01+0%
#.0%.#63%&'D(2%8)0%+6(.%!<.$T='+74#5%<7''/(E%+#$%!6'+$4#5%D.,'#E%!D'7'%
!-'7()+$'$E;!!)%X=%01'%D.7$%!-'7()+$'$E2%j4#'%(+3(Q%!874#54#5%+8.)0%+%
*1+#5'%.=%,4#$%83%01'%4#=6)'#*'%.=%7'+(.#%.7%,.7+6%*.#(4$'7+04.#(E;%B#%
I.74#012%Z+)6%!7'+(.#'$E%D401%&'D(%+#$%<7''/(C!!"%+#$%01'3%0..%D'7'%
!-'7()+$'$E;!!#%A'%+6(.%$4$%01'%(+,'%4#%U-1'()(;!!$%"%D146'%6+0'72%+5+4#%4#%
U-1'()(2!!%%Z+)6%!7'+(.#'$E%+#$%!-'7()+$'$E%=.7%`%l%,.#01(%4#%01'%
(3#+5.5)'%+#$%=.7%+#.01'7%\%3'+7(%4#%01'%@*1..6%.=%F37+##)(;!!&%B%8'64'9'%+%
,+J.7%-+70%.=%Z+)6H(%,4#4(073%*+#%8'%+**)7+0'63%$'(*748'$%+(%!U9+#5'64(04*%
F'+*14#5E;%%%
 

 
109 Strong’s # 1272 
110 Strong’s # 2532  
111 Acts 17:1-4 (1 Thessalonians 2:1-16) 
112 Greek: peitho (Strong’s # 3982)  
113 Greek: dialegomai (Strong’s # 1256) 
114 Acts 18:4 
115 Acts 18:19 During his 2nd missionary journey 
116 During his 3rd missionary journey 
117 Acts 19:8-10 
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Teachers 
%
 ['S02%D'H66%*.#(4$'7%01'%'V)4--4#5%,4#4(073%.=%0'+*1'7(;%U-1'(4+#(%WQ^^%

7'+$(Q%!"#$%A'%5+9'%(.,'%+(%+-.(06'(2%+#$%(.,'%+(%-7.-1'0(2%+#$%
(.,'%+(%'9+#5'64(0(2%+#$%(.,'%+(%(1'-1'7$(%+#$%0'+*1'7(R;E%
% @.,'%(*1.6+7(%(''%=.)72%7+01'7%01+#%=49'%*+0'5.74'(%1'7'2%01)(%

*.,84#4#5%(1'-1'7$T0'+*1'7(%4#0.%.#'%,4#4(073%0406';%F14(%4(%8'*+)('%.=%01'%
+8('#*'%.=%01'%-17+('%!(.,'%+(E!!*%4#%8'0D''#%01'%0D.%D.7$(;%B0%4(%+6(.%
#.0'$%01+0%Z+)6%0.6$%F4,.013%01+0%(1'-1'7$(%!(1.)6$%8'%+86'%0.%0'+*1E;!!'%B%
$.%+57''%D401%01'('%.8('79+04.#(;%B#%=+*02%,.(0%0'+*14#5%,4#4(074'(%*+#%8'%
,.7'%+**)7+0'63%$'=4#'$%D401%-7'*'$4#5%+$J'*049'(%64/'%!-+(0.7+6%0'+*14#5E2%
8)0%+6(.%!+-.(0.64*%0'+*14#5E2%!-7.-1'04*%0'+*14#5E2%+#$%'9'#%!'9+#5'64(04*%
0'+*14#5E!)(;%B%(''%+66%01'('%*+0'5.74'(%4#%Z+)6H(%,4#4(0732%=.7%'S+,-6';!)!%B%
8'64'9'%01'7'%+7'%9+74.)(%03-'(%.=%0'+*14#5%,4#4(074'(%D14*1%+7'%#.0%
*.##'*0'$%0.%01'%,4#4(073%.=%(1'-1'7$4#5;%F1'7'%4(%+6(.%01'%=+*0%01+02%4#%01'%
&'D4(1%*.)#0'7-+70(2%01'7'%D'7'%7+884(a0'+*1'7(%D1.%D'7'%0.0+663%$'$4*+0'$%
0.%0'+*14#52%+#$%4#%01+0%('#('2%#.0%4#9.69'$%D401%+%!1+#$(T.#E%,4#4(073%.=%
(1'-1'7$4#5%01'%=6.*/;%F1'%(+,'%4(%07)'%0.$+3;%@.2%B%D466%$'+6%1'7'%874'=63%
D401%01'%!0'+*1'7(E%+#$2%0+/4#5%!(1'-1'7$(E%.)0%.=%01'47%64(0'$%.7$'72%$'+6%D401%
01',%6+0'7;%%%

 
118 Or “to be” in the NKJV 
119 1 Timothy 3:2; 2 Timothy 2:24 
120 e.g., Acts 8:26-35; 17:2-3; 18:4 & 19; 19:8-10 
121 Acts 17:17, 18:4, 19:8-9; 2 Timothy 1:11 
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I.77'(-.#$4#5%D401%Z+)6H(%+#+6.54'(%4#%^%I.74#014+#(%`2%01'%=7)40%.=%
,4#4(073%7'6+04.#(14-(%D401%+)01'#04*%I174(0T*'#0'7'$%0'+*1'7(%4(%+%D+0'74#5%
.=%01'%5.(-'6%+#$%+%8)46$4#5%)-.#%01'%?.)#$+04.#%.=%I174(0%4#%01'%64='%.=%01'%
4#$494$)+6%$4(*4-6'%+#$%01'%64='%.=%+%6.*+6%*1)7*1;%

F1'%A'87'D%D.7$%=.7%!0'+*1'7E%4(%,.7+1;%:.7+1%4(%+6(.%01'%A'87'D%
D.7$%=.7%!+7*1'7E;!))%F1'%I174(0T*'#0'7'$%0'+*1'7%1+(%-6+*'$%&'()(%+(%01'%
!8)66H(%'3'E%.=%14(%0+75'02%(.%0.%(-'+/;%F14(%A'87'D%D.7$2%,.7+12%*.,'(%
=7.,%01'%(+,'%7..0%D.7$%+(%0.7+12%D14*1%,'+#(%!01'%D+3E;%?.7%01'%A'87'D(2%
01'%X6$%I.9'#+#0%G+D%D+(%!01'%D+3E%O%!01'%D+3%.=%64='E;%B#%+##.)#*4#5%01'%
['D%I.9'#+#02%&'()(%$'*6+7'$%A4,('6=%0.%8'%!01'%D+32%01'%07)01%+#$%01'%
64='E;!)"%F14(%4(%D13%=47(0%*'#0)73%I174(04+#(%7'='77'$%0.%01',('69'(%+(%!01'%
L+3E;!)#%F1'%I174(0T*'#0'7'$%0'+*1'7%!-.4#0(%01'%D+3E%0.%I174(0;%%%%%%

"**.7$4#5%0.%<7''/%(*1.6+7%m'##'01%L)'(02%01'%/4#$%.=%0'+*1'7(%01'%
+-.(06'%Z+)6%4(%7'='774#5%0.%4#%"*0(%^`Q^2%^%I.74#014+#(%^\Q\n%+#$%U-1'(4+#(%
WQ^^2%+7'%!<.$T*+66'$%+#$%<.$T'V)4--'$%0'+*1'7(%7'*.5#4>'$%83%01'%I1)7*1%
+(%01.('%1+94#5%+)01.7403%4#%01'%I1)7*1%4#%,+00'7(%.=%$.*074#'%+#$%
4#0'7-7'0+04.#E;%N.01%01'%+-.(06'%Z+)6%+#$%01'%+-.(06'%&+,'(%4#(4(0%.#%
!(.)#$%$.*074#'E%4#%01'%I1)7*1!)$%T%D14*1%4(%0.%(+32%I174(0T*'#0'7'$%$.*074#';%
I174(0T*'#0'7'$%0'+*1'7(%D1.%,4#4(0'7%01'%64='%.=%I174(02%64/'%01'%D740'7%.=%
A'87'D(2%+7'%01.('%D1.%=.*)(%.#%01'%$.*074#'%.=%I174(0;!)%%F1'7'%+7'%01'%

 
122 Gesenius’ Hebrew-Chaldee Lexicon of the Old Testament 
123 John 14:6 
124 Acts 9:2; 19:9, 23; 22:4; 24:14, 22.  
125 1 Timothy 1:10; 2 Timothy 1:13, 4:3; Titus 1:9; 2:1, 7-8; James 3:1 
126 Hebrews 6:1-2. cf. 2 John 9 
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$.*074#'(%"NXoF%01'%I174(0%=7.,%01'%X6$%F'(0+,'#0%03-'(%+#$%4#%01'%
+-.(0.64*%'-4(06'(C%+#$%01'7'%+7'%01'%$.*074#'(%X?%I174(0%=7.,%01'%<.(-'6(;%%

F1'%5.+6%.=%I174(0T*'#0'7'$%0'+*1'7(%D1.%,4#4(0'7%01'%64='%.=%I174(0%4(%0.%
874#5%7'9'6+04.#%.=%I174(0%D401%+%94'D%0.%'#1+#*4#5%7'6+04.#(14-%D401%I174(0;%
F1'%5.+6%.=%I174(0T*'#0'7'$%0'+*1'7(%4(%0'+*14#5%D401%+%94'D%0.%(-4740)+6%
=.7,+04.#%T%01'%=.7,+04.#%.=%I174(0%4#%3.)%O%0.%07+#(=.7,%3.)%4#0.%01'%4,+5'%
.=%I174(0;%Z+)6%0.6$%01'%$4(*4-6'(%+0%<+6+04+%01+0%14(%,4#4(073%D+(%64/'%8'4#5%4#%
6+8.7%4#%01'%847014#5%-7.*'((2%!)#046%I174(0%D+(%=.7,'$%4#%01',E;!)&%Z+)6%
0+)510%01+02%+(%.#'%7'*'49'(%7'9'6+04.#%.=%I174(02%01'%A.63%@-4740%07+#(=.7,(%
3.)%4#0.%A4(%4,+5';!)*%A'%0.6$%)(%4#%+#%'-4(06'%D1+0%14(%,4#4(073%D+(%+66%
+8.)0%ER%I174(0%4#%3.)2%01'%1.-'%.=%56.73;%A4,%D'%-7'+*12%+$,.#4(14#5%
'9'73.#'%+#$%0'+*14#5%'9'73.#'%4#%+66%D4($.,2%01+0%D'%,+3%-7'('#0%
'9'73.#'%-'7='*0%f*.,-6'0'%+#$%,+0)7'%4#%01'47%7'6+04.#(14-%D401_%I174(0%
&'()(;E!)'%I174(0T*'#0'7'$%0'+*14#5%4(%$.#'%=.7%01'%-)7-.('%.=%(-4740)+6%
=.7,+04.#%O%01'%=.7,+04.#%.=%I174(0%4#%3.)%O%0.%07+#(=.7,%3.)%4#0.%01'%4,+5'%
.=%I174(0;%%%
% ?.66.D4#5%+7'%+%*.)-6'%.=%V).0'(%=7.,%+%*.)-6'%.=%I174(0T*'#0'7'$%

0'+*1'7(Q%
% !"%0'+*1'7%4,-+70(%+%6.9'%=.7%01'%07)01%O%+%$''-%-+((4.#%=.7%(*74-0)7'%
+#$%=.7%01'%G.7$%.=%(*74-0)7';E%fI6+3%@0'77'0_%

 
127 Galatians 4:19 
128 II Corinthians 3:18 & 4:6 
129 Colossians 1:27-28 
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% !F1'%0'(0%.=%+#%4#(07)*0.7%4#%01'%I174(04+#%I1)7*1%4(%01+0%1'%4(%+86'%0.%
8)46$%,'%)-%4#%,3%4#04,+*3%D401%&'()(%I174(02%#.0%01+0%1'%549'(%,'%#'D%
4$'+(2%8)0%B%*.,'%+D+3%=''64#5%B%/#.D%+%840%,.7'%+8.)0%&'()(%I174(0R;%B=%%
3.)%+7'%+%0'+*1'7%('#0%=7.,%<.$2%3.)7%D.701%4#%<.$H(%(4510%4(%'(04,+0'$%83%
01'%D+3%3.)%'#+86'%-'.-6'%0.%(''%&'()(;E%fX(D+6$%I1+,8'7(_%%
 
 

http://www.atchriststable.org/


Christ-centered Discipleship & Equipping Ministries 

W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2013) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  
 

38 

Shepherds 
 

 G+(0632%D'%*.,'%0.%01'%0'7,%!(1'-1'7$(E!"(;%L'%D466%(''%01+0%01.('%.#%
014(%6'+$'7(14-%0'+,%.=%+%6.*+6%*1)7*1%O%01+0%4(2%!01.('%D1.%7)6'E!"!+T%+7'%
4#0'7*1+#5'+863%7'='77'$%0.%+(%!U6$'7(E%.7%!X9'7(''7(E%.7%!@1'-1'7$(E;%B#%
01'%['D%F'(0+,'#0%(*74-0)7'(2!")%01'%017''%0'7,(%+--'+7%0.5'01'7%.894.)(63%
7'='774#5%0.%01'%(+,'%'#0403;%!U6$'7E%4(%01'%046'2%!X9'7(''7E2%01'%-.(404.#2%+#$%
!@1'-1'7$E2%01'%=)#*04.#;%U6$'7(%+7'%.9'7(''7(%D1.%(1'-1'7$%01'%=6.*/;%

"*0(%\bQ^eT`c%4(%+%7'*.7$%.=%Z+)6H(%=+7'D'66%+$$7'((%0.%01'%6'+$'7(%.=%
01'%I1)7*1%+0%U-1'()(2%D1'7'%1'%1+$%,4#4(0'7'$%$+463%=.7%`%3'+7(;!""%B#%014(%
-+((+5'%+7'%,+#3%D.#$'7=)6%4#(4510(%4#0.%01'%#+0)7'%+#$%V)+6403%.=%Z+)6H(%
,4#4(073C%8)0%D'%D466%=.*)(%.#%J)(0%0D.%9'7('(%1+94#5%0.%$.2%(-'*4=4*+6632%D401%
01'%6'+$'7(%.=%01'%I1)7*1%+0%U-1'()(2%01+0%4(2%01.('%0.%D1.,%Z+)6%D+(%
(-'+/4#5;%%

G'0H(%7'+$%"*0(%\bQ^e;%“From Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called to 

him the elders of the church.”%F14(%9'7('%0'66(%)(%01+0%01'%*1)7*1%6'+$'7(%
=7.,%U-1'()(%D1.,%Z+)6%4(%+$$7'((4#5%+7'%*+66'$%!'6$'7(E;%%F1'%<7''/%
D.7$%4(%!-7'(8)0'7.)(E;%%B0%4(%01'%<7''/%D.7$%=7.,%D14*1%D'%5'0%01'%U#564(1%
D.7$2%!-7'(830'73E;%%B#%01'%['D%F'(0+,'#02%014(%D.7$%+--'+7(%=47(0%4#%"*0(%

 
130 As I said earlier, for the Greek word poimen in Ephesians 4:11, I am choosing to use the translation 
“shepherds” rather than “pastors”. One of the reasons for this is that is how the word is translated in every other 
instance in the New Testament. Also, the word “pastor” unfortunately carries with it assumed connotations 
which I feel go contrary to the biblical concept of this ministry.    
131 Hebrews 13:17 
132 Acts 20:17 & 28; 1 Peter 5:1-2 
133 Acts 20:31 
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^^Q`b2%+#$%01'#%4#%"*0(%^cQ%W2d%p%\\%T%+66%4#%7'='7'#*'%0.%01'%!'6$'7(E%.=%01'%
*1)7*1%4#%&'7)(+6',;%"**.7$4#5%0.%01'%<7''/%(*1.6+72%L;U;%j4#'2%01'%<7''/%
D.7$2%-7'(8)0'7.)(2%4(%+#%+$J'*049'2%#.0%+%#.)#2%,'+#4#5%'6$'763%+#$a.7%
,+0)7';!"#%%F1'%*.#*'-0%.=%'6$'7(14-%=.)#$%4#%01'%5'#046'%*1)7*1'(%64/'%014(%
.#'%4#%U-1'()(%D+(%+%*+773T.9'7%=7.,%B(7+'6;%F1'%'6$'7(%(+0%+0%01'%5+0'(%.=%
01'%*403!"$%0.%549'%!74510'.)(%J)$5,'#0E%0.%01'%-'.-6'!"%2%8'+7%D40#'((%0.%01'%
D466%.=%<.$%+#$%,+/'%$'*4(4.#(%+**.7$4#563;!"&%%F1.('%D1.%7)6'$!"*%+(%
'6$'7(!"'%4#%B(7+'6%D'7'%*1.('#%8'*+)('%01'3%1+$%D4($.,!#(%+#$%
$4(*'7#,'#0!#!%+#$%D'7'%4#*64#'$%0.%='+7%+#$%('79'%<.$%7+01'7%01+#%
-'.-6';!#)%@.%D'%(''%01+0%01'%0'7,%!'6$'7E%$'(*748'(%01'%(-4740)+6%(0+0)7'%.=%
01'%*1)7*1%6'+$'7(%Z+)6%D+(%+$$7'((4#5%O%01'3%D'7'%-13(4*+663%+#$%
(-4740)+663%,+0)7';%%%

"#.01'7%014#5%0.%#.0'%4(%01+0%014(%D.7$%4(%+6D+3(%)('$%4#%+%*.#0'S0%.=%
-6)7+6403%4#%01'%N486';!#"%%B#%.01'7%D.7$(2%+%*1)7*1%$4$%#.0%1+9'%+#%'6$'72%40%
1+$%'6$'7(;%%F1'%+-.(06'%Z'0'7%)('$%01'%0'7,2%(),-7'(8)0'7.(2%,'+#4#5%
!='66.DT'6$'7(E%.7%!*.T'6$'7(E;!##%F1'%-7'=4S%.=%01'%<7''/%D.7$%640'7+663%,'+#(%
!0.5'01'7%4#%+((.*4+04.#E2%!01'%(+,'%.7%'V)+6%0.%4#%7'(',86+#*'%+#$%

 
134 Vines Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words (Strong’s #4245) 
135 Proverbs 31:23 
136 Deuteronomy 16:18  
137 Cf. Ruth 4:1-12 
138 Deuteronomy 1:13 (Hebrew) roshe (Strong’s # 7218) 
139 Exodus 3:16 (Hebrew) zaqen (Strong’s # 2205) 
140 Deuteronomy 1:13 (Hebrew) chakam (Strong’s # 2450) 
141 Deuteronomy 1:13 (Hebrew) bene (Strong’s # 995) 
142 Deuteronomy 1:17; 2 Chronicles 19:9 
143 Acts 14:23; Titus 1:5; Philippians 1:1 
144 I Peter 5:1; Vines Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words (Strong’s #4850)  

http://www.atchriststable.org/


Christ-centered Discipleship & Equipping Ministries 

W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2013) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  
 

40 

4#(07),'#0+6403E;%F1'%'6$'7(14-%4(%+%-6)7+6403%D401%*.T'V)+6403;%F1'%D.7$%
!+7*1-7'(8)0'7.(E%$.'(%#.0%+--'+7%4#%01'%N486'%O%01'7'%D+(%#.%()*1%014#5%+(%
+%!1'+$%'6$'7E%.7%!6'+$%'6$'7E;%F1'%-7+*04*'%.=%+%!6'+$%-+(0.7E%.9'7%.01'7%
!()--.704#5%-+(0.7(E%4(%+%,.$'7#%*.#*'-0%01+0%4(%#.0%=.)#$%+#3D1'7'%4#%01'%
['D%F'(0+,'#0%(*74-0)7'(;%F1'%.#63%7'*.7$%4#%(*74-0)7'%.=%+%(1'-1'7$%D1.%
4(%+8.9'%.01'7%(1'-1'7$(%7'='7(%0.%&'()(2%01'%!I14'=%@1'-1'7$E;!#$%%%%%%
% F1'%.01'7%9'7('%D'%D+#0%0.%=.*)(%.#%4(%"*0(%\bQ\n;%"Be on guard for 
yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His 
own blood.”%F14(%9'7('%0'66(%)(%+%#),8'7%.=%014#5(Q%?47(0632%01'('%!'6$'7(E%
D'7'%+6(.%!.9'7(''7(E;%%F1'%<7''/%D.7$%4(%'-4(/.-.(;%%B0%4(%01'%<7''/%D.7$%
=7.,%D14*1%D'%5'0%01'%U#564(1%D.7$%!'-4(*.-+6E;%%B0%4(%+%*.,84#+04.#%D.7$Q%
'-42%,'+#4#5%!.9'7E2%+#$%(/.-'.2%,'+#4#5%0.%!6../E%.7%!D+0*1E%O%4;';2%0.%!6../%
.9'7E%.7%0.%!D+0*1%.9'7E%O%!01'%=6.*/E;%%@.2%014(%0'66(%)(%01'%,4#4(073%-.(404.#%
.=%01'('%U-1'(4+#%*1)7*1%6'+$'7(;%%%
% N)0%#.04*'%01+0%01'%!'6$'7(E%+#$%01'%!.9'7(''7(E%+7'%.#'%+#$%01'%
(+,';%"%07+$404.#%$'9'6.-'$%8+*/%4#%*1)7*1%14(0.73%D14*1%('0%!.9'7(''7(E2%
*+66'$%!84(1.-(E2%.9'7%01'%!'6$'7(E%.=%*1)7*1'(%4#%+%7'54.#%O%4;';2%+%!84(1.-E%
D.)6$%7)6'%.9'7%01'%6.*+6%*1)7*1%!'6$'7(E%4#%+%7'54.#;%%Y.8'70(.#H(%L.7$%
Z4*0)7'(%.=%01'%['D%F'(0+,'#0%(+3(Q%!B5#+04)(%(1.D(%01+0%4#%01'%'+763%
('*.#$%*'#0)73%01'%.==4*'%.=%f.9'7(''7%.7_%84(1.-%.9'7%01'%'6$'7(%1+$%
$'9'6.-'$2%8)0%G4510=..0%1+(%(1.D#%01+0%40%D+(%#.0%(.%4#%01'%=47(0%*'#0)73;E%
B#%01'%['D%F'(0+,'#0%(*74-0)7'(2%01'7'%4(%#.%'94$'#*'%.=%+#3%.==4*'%1451'7%

 
145 (Greek) archpoimen, I Peter 5:4. 
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01+#%.7%.9'7%01'%6.*+6%'6$'7(14-%f'S*'-02%.=%*.)7('2%=.7%I174(02%01'%A'+$%.=%
01'%N.$3_;%F1'%4$'+%.=%!84(1.-(E%.9'7(''4#5%-+(0.7(%4#%+%549'#%7'54.#2%'0*;%
+(%4#%$'#.,4#+04.#+6%(07)*0)7'(2%4(%#.0%0.%8'%=.)#$%4#%01'%['D%F'(0+,'#0%
(*74-0)7'(;%%
% G'0H(%7'+$%"*0(%\bQ\n%+5+4#;%"Be on guard for yourselves and for all the 
flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd 
the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.”%@.%1'7'%D'%
(''%01+0%01'%,4#4(073%=)#*04.#%.=%+#%!'6$'7E2%*+66'$%+#%!.9'7(''7E2%4(%!0.%
(1'-1'7$%01'%*1)7*1%.=%<.$E;%F1'7'%4(%+%#.)#%=.7,%+--'+74#5%4#%U-1'(4+#(%
WQ^^2%D14*1%4(%07+$404.#+663%07+#(6+0'$%!-+(0.7E2%8)0%4(%'(('#04+663%!+%
(1'-1'7$E%O%.#'%D1.%!(1'-1'7$(%01'%=6.*/E;%F1'%*.#*'-0%.=%(1'-1'7$4#5%
=.)#$%4#%01'%5'#046'%*1)7*1'(%64/'%014(%.#'%4#%U-1'()(%D+(%+6(.%+%*+773T.9'7%
=7.,%B(7+'6;%F1'%-7.-1'0%U>'/4'6%D+(%*6'+7%7'5+7$4#5%01'%G.7$H(%'S-'*0+04.#(%
.=%01.('%D1.%D.)6$%(1'-1'7$%A4(%-'.-6';%F1'3%D'7'%0.%=''$%01'%=6.*/2%
(07'#501'#%01'%(4*/632%1'+6%01'%$4('+('$2%84#$%)-%01'%87./'#2%874#5%8+*/%01'%
(*+00'7'$;!#%%F1'%<7''/%D.7$%=.7%!(1'-1'7$E%4(%-.4,+4#.;%%F14(%4(%+%9'78%
D14*1%,'+#(%0.%!=''$E2%0.%!0'#$E2%.7%0.%!5)4$'E%01'%=6.*/;!#&%%@)79'34#5%01'%
['D%F'(0+,'#0%(*74-0)7'(2%D'%5'0%+#%.9'794'D%.=%+*049404'(%.=%014(%-6)7+6403%.=%
'6$'7(Q%

• 0'#$4#5%+#$%(1'-1'7$4#5!#*%
• 0'+*14#5!#'%%

 
146 Cf. Ezekiel 34:1-10 & 11-16 
147 Vines Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words (Strong’s number 4165) 
148 1 Peter 5:2 poimaino (Strong’s # 4165) 
149 1 Timothy 3:2, 5:17; Titus 1:9 
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• 5)+7$4#5%+#$%-7.0'*04#5!$(%
• -7+34#5%T%7'5+7$4#5%01'%.9'7(4510%.=%01'%D.7/%.=%,4#4(0732!$!%+#$%=.7%
01.('%4#%(4#%+#$%(4*/#'((!$)%

• 6'+$4#5!$"%+#$%5)4$4#5!$#%
• (0''74#5%+#$%5.9'7#4#5!$$%
• %+#$%7)64#5%%

% "%='D%*.,,'#0(%.#%01'%6+(0%+*049403%64(0'$%O%!7)64#5EQ%Z+)6%D740'(%0.%
F4,.013%+#$%7'='7(%0.%'6$'7(%D1.%!7)6'%D'66E!$%;%A.D%D.)6$%01'%+-.(06'%Z+)6%
$'(*748'%!7)64#5%D'66EM%B#%01'%(+,'%('#0'#*'%1'%(+4$%01+0%40%4#9.69'$%!6+8.7%4#%
01'%D.7$%+#$%$.*074#'E;!$&%F1'%+-.(06'%Z'0'7%+6(.%.=='7(%01'%=.66.D4#5Q%!F.%
01'%'6$'7(%+,.#5%3.)2%B%+--'+6%+(%+%='66.D%'6$'7%+#$%+%D40#'((%.=%I174(0H(%
()=='74#5(%D1.%+6(.%D466%(1+7'%4#%01'%56.73%0.%8'%7'9'+6'$Q%N'%(1'-1'7$(%.=%
<.$H(%=6.*/%01+0%4(%)#$'7%3.)7%*+7'2%D+0*14#5%.9'7%01',q#.0%8'*+)('%3.)%
,)(02%8)0%8'*+)('%3.)%+7'%D4664#52%+(%<.$%D+#0(%3.)%0.%8'C%#.0%-)7()4#5%
$4(1.#'(0%5+4#2%8)0%'+5'7%0.%('79'C%#.0%6.7$4#5%40%.9'7%01.('%'#07)(0'$%0.%3.)2%
8)0%8'4#5%'S+,-6'(%0.%01'%=6.*/;E!$*%%
% @.%+**.7$4#5%0.%01'%+-.(06'%Z+)62%+#%!'6$'7E%4(%+#%!.9'7(''7E%D1.%
!(1'-1'7$(%01'%=6.*/E%O%+66%.#'%-'7(.#2%8)0%+(%B%(+4$2%+6D+3(%+--'+74#5%4#%

 
150 Acts 20:28-31 (Greek) prosecho (Strong’s # 4337) 
151 Acts 6:1-7 
152 James 5:14 
153 Romans 12:8  
154 Romans 12:8 (Greek) proestimi ( Strong’s # 4291); Hebrews 13:7, 24 (Greek) hegeomai (Strong’s # 2233) 
155 1 Corinthians 12:28 (Greek) kubernesis (Strong’s # 2941) 
156 1 Timothy 5:17 
157 1 Timothy 5:17 New King James Version 
158 1 Peter 5:1-3 New International Version 
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+%-6)7+6403;!$'%F1'%V)+64=4*+04.#(%=.7%+#%!'6$'7E%4#%F40)(%^QcTr%+#$%01'%
V)+64=4*+04.#(%=.7%+#%!.9'7(''7E%4#%^%F4,.013%`Q^Te%+7'%'(('#04+663%01'%(+,';%
F14(%+$$(%*7'$4846403%0.%01'%=+*0%01+0%01'('%+7'%.#'%+#$%01'%(+,'%-'7(.#;%%%%%%
% L'%(''%01+0%01'%+-.(06'%Z'0'7%-+4#0(%01'%(+,'%-4*0)7'%4#%14(%'-4(06'%
D1'#%1'%'S1.70(%01'%'6$'7(%0.%.(1'-1'7$%01'%=6.*/%.=%<.$%+,.#5%3.)2%
'S'7*4(4#5%.9'7(4510R;E!%(%%B#%14(%US-.(40.73%K4*04.#+73%.=%N4864*+6%L.7$(2%
L;U;%j4#'%*.#*)7(%01+0%+#%!'6$'7E%4(%+#%!.9'7(''7E%D1.%!(1'-1'7$(%01'%
=6.*/E;!%!%%!X9'7(''7E%4(%14(%,4#4(073%0406'2%!(1'-1'7$E%4(%14(%,4#4(073%
$'(*74-04.#2%+#$%!'6$'7E%(-'+/(%.=%14(%(-4740)+6%(0+0)7';%%%
% F1'7'%4(%#.%(*74-0)7+6%'94$'#*'%.=%!'6$'7'(('(E%O%4;';2%#.%D.,'#%
.9'7(''7(%01+0%(1'-1'7$;%N)0%01'7'%+7'%D49'(%.=%'6$'7(%D1.2%4$'+6632%+7'%
!1'6-'7(E%!*.,-+7+86'E%.7%!()40+86'E%0.E!%)%01'47%1)(8+#$(%4#%(-4740)+6%(0+0)7'%
+#$%+7'%!.#'E%D401%01'47%1)(8+#$(%4#%01'%D.7/%.=%01'%,4#4(073;!%"%%

 
 

 
159 The idea of a “lead pastor” is a relatively recent development.  The idea of a pastor or shepherd over other 
pastors or shepherds occurs only once in the New Testament, and that is in reference to Jesus being the “Chief 
Shepherd” (archpoimen) in I Peter 5:4.  
160 I Peter 5:2 
161 See: “Pastor”, poimen, 4166 in Vines Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words 
162 Genesis 2:18 
163 Deacons, who essentially have the same qualifications as elders (1 Timothy 3:8-10, 12) and the wives of 
deacons (v. 11. There are somewhat convincing arguments for the position of “deaconess” cf. Romans 16:1, 
early church writings.) were given charge over various ministries but did not “rule” in the same sense as 
elders/overseers/shepherds. Recommended reading regarding women in ministry: Leadership is Male by David 
Pawson; The Role of Women in Ministry Today by H. Wayne House; and the various publications of The 
Council on Biblical Manhood & Womanhood.  
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“Appointment”164 
%
 I.#07+73%0.%,.$'7#%$'#.,4#+04.#+6%-.64032%+--.4#0,'#0(%.=%'6$'7(%0.%
.9'7(''%+#$%(1'-1'7$%+%6.*+6%*1)7*1%D'7'%+#$%+7'%$.#'%4#%+#$%83%01'%6.*+6%
*1)7*12%7+01'7%01+#%83%(.,'%!.7$4#+04.#%*.,,400''E%.7%+%!8.+7$%.=%,4#4(0'74+6%
7'6+04.#(E;%@4#*'%01'7'%+7'%0.%8'%#.%7'54.#+6%84(1.-(%7)64#5%.9'7%6.*+6%'6$'7(%
+#$%*1)7*1'(2%01'7'%4(%#.%+)01.7403%.9'7%01'%6.*+6%*1)7*1%+#$%40(%'6$'7(14-;%
F1'%6.*+6%*1)7*1%4(%('6=T5.9'7#4#5%f,.7'%+**)7+0'632%)#$'7%01'%5.9'7#,'#0%
.=%01'%@-4740%.=%I174(0_;%F14(%,+/'(%+--.4#0,'#0%+#%+==+47%.=%01'%6.*+6%*1)7*1;%
B=%'S07+T6.*+6%,4#4(074'(%+7'%4#9.69'$2%01'47%+)01.7403%4(%(-4740)+62%#.0%
.75+#4>+04.#+6;%F1'%#+0)7'%.=%01'47%4#-)0%4(%.=%+%*.#()604#5%#+0)7'%7+01'7%01+#%
7)64#5;%"--.4#04#5%'6$'7(%4(%+#%+==+47%.=%01'%6.*+6%*1)7*1H(%6'+$'7(14-%+#$%
-'.-6';%%%%%%
% G'0H(%*.#(4$'7%01'%D.7$%+#$%*.#*'-0%.=%!+--.4#0,'#0E%4#%01'%['D%
F'(0+,'#0;%%F1'7'%+7'%+*0)+663%V)40'%+%='D%<7''/%D.7$(%07+#(6+0'$%
!+--.4#0E2!%$%8)0%01'7'%+7'%0D.%01+0%+7'%-7.8+863%,.(0%+--7.-74+0'%0.%.)7%
()8J'*0%,+00'7Q%%
% X#'%D.7$%4(Q%m+0114(0',4%%T%F14(%D.7$%4(%=.)#$2%=.7%'S+,-6'2%4#%F40)(%
^Qc;%%X=%014(%D.7$2%j4#'%D740'(Q%!F1'%+--.4#0,'#02%=.7%01'%7'*.5#404.#%.=%01'%
*1)7*1'(2%.=%01.('%D1.%1+$%+67'+$3%8''#%7+4('$%)-%+#$%V)+64=4'$%83%01'%

 
164 I am choosing to focus on the words “appoint” and “appointment” rather than “ordain” and “ordination”, 
because the word “ordination” unfortunately carries with it assumed connotations which I feel go contrary to the 
biblical concept of the ministry of elders/overseers/shepherds.  
165 Or “ordain” 
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A.63%@-4740%+#$%1+$%549'#%'94$'#*'%.=%014(%4#%01'47%64='%+#$%('794*';E!%%%%F14(%4(%
D1+0%*1)7*1%6'+$'7(%$.%D1'#%01'3%!+--.4#0E%(.,'.#';%%%
% "#.01'7%D.7$%4(Q%I1'47.0.#'.;%F14(%D.7$%4(%=.)#$%=.7%'S+,-6'%4#%"*0(%
^WQ\`;%X=%014(%D.7$2%j4#'%D740'(Q%!F1'%7'*.5#404.#%.=%01.('%D1.%1+$%8''#%
,+#4='(04#5%01',('69'(%+(%54=0'$%.=%<.$%0.%$4(*1+75'%01'%=)#*04.#(%.=%
'6$'7(;E%%F14(%D.7$%4(%)('$%01'%(+,'%D+3%+(%01'%D.7$%%/+0114(0',4;!%&%%
fI1'47.0.#'.%4(%+6(.%+%*.,84#+04.#%D.7$_Q%I1'472%,'+#4#5%01'%1+#$%+#$%
0'4#.2%,'+#4#5%0.%(07'0*1%4;';2%!0.%(07'0*1%=.701%01'%1+#$E;%%F1'%('*)6+7%)('%.=%
014(%<7''/%D.7$%4(%)('$%4#%7'='7'#*'%0.%9.04#5%4#%01'%"01'#4+#%6'54(6+049'%
+((',863C%8)0%D1+0%0+/'(%-6+*'%4#%01'%I1)7*1%4(%#.0%640'7+663%+%!9.0'E%O%01'%
/4#5$.,%.=%<.$%4(%#.0%+%$',.*7+*3%O%40%4(%+%01'.*7+*3;%%Y+01'72%40%4(%+%(1.D%
.=%+57'','#0%8'0D''#%'V)4--4#5%,4#4(0'7(!%*%+#$%6.*+6%*1)7*1%01+0%014(%4(%
<.$H(%D466%+#$%<.$H(%D.7/%O%01'%7+4(4#5%)-%+#$%V)+64=34#5%.=%+#%'6$'72%D1.%4(%
+#%.9'7(''7%!=''$4#5E2%!0'#$4#5E2%!(1'-1'7$4#5E%01'%6.*+6%=6.*/;!%'%%%%%%%%

 
166 Vines Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words 
167 Vines Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words 
168 Viz. Those equipping ministers who are serving in the local church and/or those extra-local men who have 
an established ministry relationship with that local church. 
169 While the words “appoint” or “ordain” are not actually found in the scriptures in reference to deacons and 
deaconesses (1 Timothy 3:1-13), the concept is pictured in Acts 6:1-6: The apostles told the church to “select”: 
v. 3: (Greek) episkeptomai, “look out for”; “appoint” or “put in charge of”: v. 3: (Greek) kathistemi, “stand 
over” – men to serve. The church “chose”: v. 5: (Greek) eklegomahee, “called out” or “put forth” “seven men 
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit”; and the apostles “prayed and laid hands on them”. (v. 6)  
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Under-Shepherds 
%
I.77'(-.#$4#5%D401%Z+)6H(%+#+6.54'(%4#%^%I.74#014+#(%`2%01'%=7)40%.=%

,4#4(073%7'6+04.#(14-(%D401%+)01'#04*%I174(0T*'#0'7'$%(1'-1'7$(%4(%+%
D+0'74#5%.=%01'%5.(-'6%+#$%+%8)46$4#5%)-.#%01'%?.)#$+04.#%.=%I174(0%4#%01'%
64='%.=%01'%4#$494$)+6%$4(*4-6'%+#$%01'%64='%.=%+%6.*+6%*1)7*1;%
% B#%14(%'-4(06'2%Z'0'7%7'='77'$%0.%&'()(%+(%!01'%I14'=%@1'-1'7$E%+#$%!01'%
X9'7(''7%.=%.)7%(.)6(E;!&(%B0%4(%'(('#04+6%01+0%D'%(''%01'%I14'=%@1'-1'7$%+#$%
01'%)#$'7T(1'-1'7$(%+(%Z'0'7%$4$%O%01+0%4(2%4#%64510%.=%01'%['D%I.9'#+#0;%
F1'%['D%I.9'#+#0%(1'$(%(-'*4=4*%64510%.#%1.D%(1'-1'7$(%+7'%0.%!6'+$!&!2%
5)4$'!&)2%(0''72%5.9'7#E!&"%O%1.D%01'3%+7'%0.%!7)6'%D'66E;!&#%&'()(%4(%!01'%
I14'=%@1'-1'7$E%+#$%!01'%X9'7(''7%.=%.)7%(.)6(E;!&$%&'()(%0.6$%Z'0'7%0.%
!0'#$%A4(%(1''-E;!&%%&'()(%7'='77'$%0.%)(%+(%!A4(%(1''-E;%!A4(%(1''-%1'+7%
A4(%9.4*'%+#$%=.66.D%A4,%8'*+)('%01'3%/#.D%A4(%9.4*'E;!&&%B#%01'%['D%
I.9'#+#02%01'%+)01.7403%.=%I174(0%1+(%8''#%549'#%0.%(1'-1'7$(2%#.0%0.%,+/'%
$4(*4-6'(%.=%01',('69'(2%8)0%7+01'7%0.%,+/'%$4(*4-6'(%.=%I174(0;%%
% L1+0%4(%01'%['D%I.9'#+#0M%L146'%01'%['D%I.9'#+#0%D+(%4#+)5)7+0'$%
83%&'()(%.#%01'%?'+(0%.=%Z+((.9'7%J)(0%8'=.7'%A4(%$'+01%.#%01'%*7.((2%<.$%

 
170 1 Peter 5:4, 2:25 
171 Romans 12:8  
172 Romans 12:8 (Greek) proestimi (Strong’s # 4291); Hebrews 13:7, 24 (Greek) hegeomai (Strong’s # 2233) 
173 1 Corinthians 12:28 (Greek) kubernesis (Strong’s # 2941) 
174 1 Timothy 5:17 
175 1 Peter 5:4, 2:25 
176 John 21:15-17 
177 John 10:3-4 
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8'5+#%$'=4#4#5%01'%['D%I.9'#+#0%017.)51%X6$%F'(0+,'#0%-7.-1'0(;!&*%?47(0%
B(+4+1%-7.-1'(4'$Q!&'%!"66%3.)7%(.#(%D466%8'%$4(*4-6'(%.=%01'%G.7$;E!*(%F14(%
D+(%V).0'$%83%&'()(;!*!%F1'#%&'7',4+1%-7.-1'(4'$!*)Q%“Behold, the days 
are coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and with the house of Judah—not according to the covenant that I 
made with their fathers in the day that I took them by the hand to lead them 
out of the land of Egypt, My covenant which they broke, though I was a 
husband to them, says the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will put My law in 
their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be My people. No more shall every man teach his neighbor, and every 
man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they all shall know Me, from 
the least of them to the greatest of them, says the Lord. For I will forgive 
their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more.”!*"%&)(0%-74.7%0.%014(2%4#%
01'%(+,'%-7.-1'*3%7'5+7$4#5%01'%['D%I.9'#+#0!*#2%01'%G.7$%(-./'%4#%0'7,(%
.=%(1'-1'7$4#5%A4(%.D#%(1''-Q%“For thus says the Lord God, ‘Behold, I 
Myself will search for My sheep and seek them out. As a shepherd cares for 
his herd in the day when he is among his scattered sheep, so I will care for 
My sheep and will deliver them from all the places to which they were 

 
178 The “beginning of the teaching about the Christ” Hebrews 6:1) began in the Old Testament Hebrew 
scriptures. 
179 701-681 B.C. 
180 Isaiah 54:13 
181 John 6:45 
182 626-586 B.C. 
183 Jeremiah 31:31-34 
184 While most commentators refer to the passage in Ezekiel 36 as prophecy regarding the New Covenant, the 
passage in Ezekiel 34:11-31, may not often be mentioned. But these two passages are part of the same 
prophecy. Verse 25 refers to the “everlasting covenant of peace” found in Ezekiel 37:24-28, as well as Numbers 
25:12 and Isaiah 54:10. The prophecies regarding the Davidic covenant is a foreshadowing of the New 
Covenant: Jeremiah 23:1-6.  
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scattered on a cloudy and gloomy day…. I will feed My flock and I will 
lead them to rest’, declares the Lord God.”185  
% F17.)51%01'%-7.-1'02%&'7',4+12%01'%G.7$%-7.,4('$Q%“I will give you 
shepherds after My own heart, who will feed you on knowledge and 
understanding.”!*%%B#%Z7.9'78(%40%4(%D7400'#Q%“The knowledge of the Holy 

One is understanding.”187%F1'7'=.7'2%01'%,+S4,%.=%I174(0T*'#0'7'$%
(1'-1'7$(%4(Q%!G'0%)(%/#.D2%6'0%)(%-7'((%.#%0.%/#.D%01'%G.7$;E!**%I174(0T
*'#0'7'$%(1'-1'7$(%D466%4,-+702%#.0%J)(0%5..$%D.7$(2%8)0%!F1'%L.7$E!*'2%#.0%
J)(0%5..$%0'+*14#5(2%8)0%!F1'%F'+*1'7E!'(2%#.0%J)(0%5..$%*.)#('62%8)0%!F1'%
L.#$'7=)6%I.)#('6.7E!'!2%#.0%J)(0%5..$%(-4740)+6%014#5(2%8)0%&'()(%T%!F1'%
@),%.=%"66%@-4740)+6%F14#5(E;!')%I174(0T*'#0'7'$%(1'-1'7$(%D466%6'+$%01'%=6.*/%
0.%=.66.D%01'%I14'=%@1'-1'7$%+#$%X9'7(''7%.=%X)7%@.)6(;!'"%%%

 
185 Ezekiel 34:11-12, 15 
186 Jeremiah 3:15. Also: Jeremiah 23:4 
187 Proverbs 9:10 
188 Hosea 6:3 
189 John 1:1, 14 
190 John 13:13 
191 Isaiah 9:6 
192 The title of a wonderful message by Watchman Nee. 
193 1 Peter 5:4, 2:25 
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Bill and Frances served as missionaries in South Africa for thirteen years making disciples, 
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which are distributed worldwide. Because of Bill’s disabilities resulting from a spinal cord injury, their 
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via the Internet... www.AtChristsTable.org    
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