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Preface1 

“In”!"#$%"“not of”&"'()*)"+,)"%()"%-."/.0%)1%*"20"-(2/("+"32*/245)"

.6"7(,2*%"528)*"9":;"%()"-.,53<"#$%"0.%"=>"%()"-.,53&!">.,"?.,)"%(+0"
%-."%(.$*+03"@)+,*"%()"7($,/("(+*"*%,$AA5)3"%."$03),*%+03"-(+%"
%(2*"+/%$+55@"?)+0*!"+03"(+*"+5*."*%,$AA5)3"%."32*/),0"(.-"%."
+/%$+55@"528)"6+2%(6$55@"20"%()*)"/.0%)1%*"9"%()"B20A3.?".6"C.3"+03"
%()"B20A3.?".6"%()"D.,53&""
!

E%"%()"%2?)".6"%(2*"-,2%20A!":F8)"#))0"4$,*$20A"+"#2#52/+5"-.,5382)-"
6.,"GG"@)+,*&":F8)"#))0"4$,*$20A"+"#2#52/+5"-.,5382)-".6"4.52%2/*"6.,"
+#.$%"H"@)+,*&"I)6.,)"%(+%!":"/.0*23),)3"?@*)56"J+4.52%2/+5K!"+*":"
-+*"6+2,5@"32*20%),)*%)3"20"4.52%2/*&":"/+0F%"6$55@")145+20"-(@":"
#)/+?)"?.,)"20%),)*%)3"H"@)+,*"+A.&":"*%255"/.0*23),"?@*)56"%."#)"
)**)0%2+55@"J+4.52%2/+5K"9"0+?)5@!"4.52%2/*"2*"0.%"%()"+0*-),"%."%()"
6+55)0"($?+0"/.032%2.0&"L.-)8),!":"%(20B"+0@.0)"-(."*+@*"%()@"
+,)"0.%"+%"+55"20%),)*%)3"20"-(+%"A.)*".0"20"%()"4.52%2/+5"+,)0+"2*"
0.%"#)20A"(.0)*%"9"0.%"-2%(".%(),*".,"(2?*)56&"D(25)"4.52%2/*"3.)*"
0.%"(+8)"%()"4.-),"%."+5%),"?@"*42,2%$+5"526)!"2%"?.*%"/),%+205@"
+66)/%*"+,)+*".6"?@"4(@*2/+5"526)&":"+?"0.%".05@"/.0/),0)3"+#.$%"

 
1 I would like to thank Keith T. Graff of the University of Maryland Global Campus in Okinawa, 
Japan, for his help with edits and comments during the process of writing this essay. (He should 
not be held liable for anything I have written here.) 
2 John 17:13-19 
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%()*)")66)/%*"20"?@"4),*.0+5"526)!"#$%"?.,)"*.",)A+,320A"%()"528)*"
.6"?@"/(253,)0"20"?@")1%)03)3"(.$*)(.53&"E03!"-(25)":"+?"6+,"
6,.?"#)20A"+5%,$2*%2/!":"3."(+8)"+"?)+*$,)".6"+$%()0%2/"/.0/),0"6.,"
%,$%("+03"M$*%2/)!"4.8),%@"+03"*$66),20A!"()+5%("+03"(+4420)**"6.,"
L$?+02%@"+%"5+,A)"20"2%*"6+55)0"/.032%2.0&"""""""""
!

;.-!"-(+%"-)"/+0"3."%."+66)/%"%()"4.52%2/+5"+,)0+"2*!":"%(20B!"(2A(5@"
N$)*%2.0+#5)&":"*+@"%(2*"#)/+$*)".6"%()"*(.,%/.?20A*".6"%()"
E?),2/+0"%-.O4+,%@"*@*%)?!"%()")5)/%.,+5"/.55)A)"*@*%)?!"
A),,@?+03),20A!"/.,4.,+%)"6$0320A".6"/+0323+%)*!"+03"%()"
4+,+5@*2*".6"4+,%2*+0"4.52%2/*!")%/&"9"+0"2032823$+5F*"4+,%2/24+%2.0"20"
%()"4.52%2/+5"4,./)**"*))?*"%."#)"N$2%)"2?4.%)0%&":"/+0"%.%+55@"
$03),*%+03"4.52%2/+5"+#*%20)0/)"#)/+$*)".6"+"5+/B".6"6+2%("20"%()"
4,./)**&"""
!

;.-(),)"20"%()"*/,24%$,)*"3.)*"C.3"/.??+03"$*"%."8.%)<"#$%"
*.?)"($?+0"A.8),0?)0%*"A28)"$*"%()"4,2825)A)".6"8.%20A&"D)"
3.0F%"(+8)"8.%20A",2A(%*"20"%()"()+8)05@",)+5?&"P.%20A"2*"+0"+/%282%@"
20"%()"B20A3.?".6"%()"D.,53&"Q)%!"+*"6.55.-),*".6"7(,2*%!"-)"+5*."
528)"20"%()"R20A3.?".6"C.3&""

"
 

3 I personally think that publishing via social media produces more effective change in society 
than voting. I also think praying is more effective than voting. Of course, we can do all three.  
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'(2*")**+@"3.)*"0.%"4$,4.,%"%."#)"%()"J.662/2+5K"7(,2*%2+0"*%+0/)".0"
8.%20A&";.,"2*"2%*"20%)0%2.0"%."32*4+,+A)"+0@.0)F*"4),*4)/%28)*".0"
8.%20A!"0.,"%."*%2,"$4"/.0%,.8),*@!"0.,"%."/+$*)".66)0*)&"I$%!"
,+%(),!"2%"2*"+0"(.0)*%!"4),*.0+5"208)*%2A+%2.0".6"%()"6.55.-20A"
N$)*%2.0*S">.,"+"32*/245)".6"7(,2*%!"2*"8.%20A"?.,+5!".,"2??.,+5T"
=,!"2*"8.%20A",+%(),"+"?+%%),".6"J6+2%("-(2/("@.$"(+8)"+*"@.$,"
.-0"/.082/%2.0"#)6.,)"C.3K#T"D(+%"6.55.-*"+,)"%()"J,)+*.020A*K"
:"(+8)"-,)*%5)3"-2%("4),*.0+55@"20"+0")66.,%"%."/.?)"%."+"45+/)".6"
32*/),0?)0%"+03"4)+/)"#)6.,)"%()"U.,3"/.0/),020A"8+,2.$*"2**$)*"
20(),)0%"%."8.%20A&"
"
L.-)8),!"-(+%"2*"*(+,)3"20"%()"Postscript":"3."#)52)8)"2*"J-(+%"

%()"V42,2%"2*"*+@20A"%."%()"/($,/()*K$<"+03"%(),)6.,)!":"*4)+B"2%"20"
6+2%(<"+03"+?".4)0"%."2%"#)20A"*42,2%$+55@"M$3A)3"+//.,320A"%."%()"
;)-"')*%+?)0%"*/,24%$,)*&"J:%"2*"-,2%%)0S"W:"#)52)8)3<"%(),)6.,)!":"
(+8)"*4.B)0&F"V20/)"-)"(+8)"%(+%"*+?)"*42,2%".6"6+2%(!"-)"+5*."
#)52)8)"+03"%(),)6.,)"*4)+B&K%""
!
!

"

 
4 Romans 14:22 Unless otherwise noted, all scripture references are from the New American 
Standard Bible. 
5 Revelation 2:7, 29, 3:22 
6 2 Corinthians 4:13; Cf. Psalm 116:10 

http://www.atchriststable.org/
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"

Political Science vs. Political Philosophy"
"
D(25)":"?+@"#)"2032/+%20A"*.?)".6"-(+%":"IXU:XPX"+#.$%"4.52%2/*!"
:"+?"-,2%20A"(),)"?+205@"%."/5+,26@"Y6.,"?@*)56Z"?@"IXLEP:=["-2%("
,)A+,3*"%."4.52%2/*&"'(),)6.,)!"?+@#)":"/.$53"6$,%(),"20%,.3$/)"%(2*"
32*/$**2.0"#@"4.20%20A".$%"+"4.**2#5)"3266),)0/)"20"%-."%),?*S"
J4.52%2/+5"4(25.*.4(@K"+03"J4.52%2/+5"*/2)0/)K&"\.52%2/+5"4(25.*.4(@"2*"
%()"*%$3@".6"%().,2)*"+33,)**20A"6$03+?)0%+5"4.52%2/+5"2**$)*&"
\.52%2/+5"*/2)0/)"2*"%()"*%$3@".6")?42,2/+5"4.52%2/+5"#)(+82.,&"]@"
4.52%2/+5"4(25.*.4(@".6"/(.2/)"?+@"#)"J7(,2*%2+0"U2#),%+,2+02*?K&&""
"
E//.,320A"%."%()"%)+/(20A".6"7(,2*%'!":"528)":;"%()"-.,53"Y#$%"+?"0.%"
=>"2%Z&"E03!"%(),)6.,)!":"528)"$03),"($?+0"A.8),0?)0%"9"0+?)5@!"
%()"V%+%)"^"%()"X?42,)&"E03"*.!"%(2*")**+@"2*"+#.$%"%,@20A"%."/5+,26@"
9"0.%"4.52%2/+5"4(25.*.4(@"9"#$%"4.52%2/+5"*/2)0/)S";+?)5@!"(.-"%."
#)*%"/.03$/%"?@*)56":;"%()"-.,53!"-(25)"0.%"#)20A"=>"2%"9"(.-"%."

#)*%"/.03$/%"?@*)56"-2%("($?+0"A.8),0?)0%"9"%()"V%+%)"^"%()"

X?42,)"9"*4)/262/+55@"-2%(",)A+,3*"%."8.%20A&"""
 

7 N.B., I do not belong to the Libertarian Party, nor any other political party. To learn more about 
“Christian Libertarianism”, I would recommend starting at this page of the “Libertarian Christian 
Institute” website: https://libertarianchristians.com/get-started-here/  
8 John 17:13-19 

http://www.atchriststable.org/
https://libertarianchristians.com/get-started-here/
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The World System 
"
>2,*%5@!"-)"?$*%"%+B)"+"5..B"+%"%()"/.0%)1%"20"-(2/("8.%20A"%+B)*"
45+/)"9"J%()"-.,53K&"D(+%"3.)*"2%"?)+0"%."#)"J20"%()"D.,53KT":"
%(20B"%()"*$#M)/%".6"J%()"-.,53K"2*"/,$/2+5"%."$03),*%+0320A"%()"
R20A3.?".6"L)+8)0!"+5.0A"-2%("$03),*%+0320A"%()"B20A3.?".6"%()"
D.,53&"E03"@)%!"%(2*"*$#M)/%".6"J%()"-.,53K"(+*"#))0"5+,A)5@"
2A0.,)3"#@"?.*%"7(,2*%2+0*!".,"+%"#)*%!"(+*"#))0"?2*$03),*%..3"
#)/+$*)".6"*2?452*%2/"20%),4,)%+%2.0*&":%F*"?@"/.082/%2.0"%(+%"%(2*"
3)62/2)0/@"5)+3*"%."+"4),*4)/%28)"%(+%"2*"3266),)0%"6,.?"%()".0)"
_)*$*"+03"L2*"+4.*%5)*"(+3"-2%(",)A+,3*"%."%()"45+/)".6"%()"
7(,2*%2+0("20",)5+%2.0*(24"-2%("J%()"-.,53K&""
 
:0"(2*">2,*%!"V)/.03"+03"'(2,3"X42*%5)*!"`a"%2?)*"%()"+4.*%5)"_.(0"
$*)*"%()"-.,3"B.*?.*"-(2/("2*"%,+0*5+%)3"+*"J%()"-.,53K&":0"%()"
/.0%)1%".6"(2*")42*%5)*!"_.(0"2*",)6),,20A"%."J%()"-.,53K"+*"J%()"
/.$,*)"+03"/$,,)0%".6"%(2*"-.,53F*"+66+2,*!"-(2/("(+8)"#))0"
/.,,$4%)3"#@"*20K&)*"C,))B"*/(.5+,"]+,820"P20/)0%"3)*/,2#)*"J%()"
-.,53K"+*"J%()"*$?"%.%+5".6"($?+0"526)"20"%()".,3),)3"-.,53!"
/.0*23),)3"+4+,%"6,.?!"+03"+52)0+%)3"6,.?!"+03"(.*%25)"%."C.3!"

 
9 And the Church (Ecclesia) 
10 Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words 

http://www.atchriststable.org/
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+03".6"%()")+,%(5@"%(20A*"-(2/("*)3$/)"6,.?"C.3K&":0"(2*")42*%5)*!"
_.(0"$*)*"8),@"*2?45)"5+0A$+A)<"#$%"-(+%"()"2*"*+@20A"+#.$%"J%()"
-.,53K"(+*"?$/("-23),"+03"3))4),"+4452/+%2.0*"%(+0"-)"?2A(%"
,)+52b)&">.,")1+?45)!"*.?)"Y20/5$320A"?@*)56Z"$03),*%+03"%()"
%),?"J%()"-.,53K"20"%(2*"-+@S"“An ordered world system governed 
from behind the scenes by Satan. This system encompasses 
politics, education, literature, science, art, law, commerce, music -
- anything involved in the progress of mankind [humanism]. No 
matter how good the initial intentions, all organizations created 
by mankind eventually turn away from Godly power to 
worldliness. When the influence of Divine Life is removed, 
organizations gravitate towards materialism, humanism, 
worldliness, and Satan.”11 
"
\5)+*)",)6),"%."%()"Addendum"6.,"+33)3"?+%),2+5".0"%(2*"?+%%),"

.6"J'()"D.,53"V@*%)?K&)!"V$662/)"%."*+@"(),)!"6,.?"+"#2#52/+5"
4),*4)/%28)!"%()"-.,53"*@*%)?"9"%()"A5.#+5"4.52%2/+5!"*./2+5!"
/$5%$,+5!"620+0/2+5!")3$/+%2.0+5!"/.??$02/+%2.0"*@*%)?*".6"%()"

 
11 This quote is from a book summary (not an excerpt) of “Love Not the World” by Watchman 
Nee offered by a Davin Dahlgren. This book, as with his many other books, is actually published 
from the notes taken by his students during Watchman Nee’s talks (1920-1972).     
12 For a more complete treatment of this subject see my essays: “The Spirit of the World” - 
https://usr.helps7.com/AtChristsTable/ecards/ACT036.html  and “The Cross & The Powers of 
Darkness” – https://www.atchriststable.org/ebooks/the-cross-the-powers-of-darkness/ 
Complimentary PDF copies may also be obtained simply by emailing 
AtChristsTable@gmail.com  

http://www.atchriststable.org/
https://usr.helps7.com/AtChristsTable/ecards/ACT036.html
https://www.atchriststable.org/ebooks/the-cross-the-powers-of-darkness/
mailto:AtChristsTable@gmail.com
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-.,53"O"+,)"$03),"%()"/.0%,.5".6"4.-),*".6"3+,B0)**&)""'(2*"
20/5$3)*"($?+0"A.8),0?)0%*".0"+55"5)8)5*"20"+55"0+%2.0*&"=0)".6"
L$?+02%@F*",..%"4,.#5)?*"2*"0.%"#)52)820A"%(2*&":0"6+/%!"?.*%"
7(,2*%2+0*"20"E?),2/+"+5*."3."0.%"*$662/2)0%5@"#)52)8)"%(2*&""

 
 

 
13 Ephesians 6:12. Cf. 2 Corinthians 10:3-6 

http://www.atchriststable.org/
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A Mixed Multitude  
How Does God Govern Fallen Humanity? 

 

'()"4).45)*".6"%()"-.,53"9"20")+/("0+%2.0"9"+,)"/.?4,2*)3".6"
I='L"%(.*)"-(."#)52)8)"+03"6.55.-"%()"7(,2*%"+03"%()"7(,2*%2+02%@"
-(2/("+,)"3)520)+%)3"20"%()"V/,24%$,)*!"+*"-)55"+*"+"?+M.,2%@"-(."
3."0.%!"20/5$320A"%(.*)"-(."%(20B"+03"*+@"%()@"3.!"#$%"3."0.%&"
L.-"3.)*"C.3"A.8),0"%(2*"?21)3"?$5%2%$3)T"

"
>2,*%5@!"C.3"(+*",)8)+5)3"L2?*)56!"+5.0A"-2%("L2*"()+,%"+03"?203!"
45+0*"+03"4$,4.*)*"6.,"L$?+02%@"20"V/,24%$,)!"-(2/("?$*%"#)"
$03),*%..3"20"52A(%".6"%()";)-"7.8)0+0%&"E03!"C.3"(+*",)8)+5)3"
L2*";)-"7.8)0+0%"#@"L2*"V42,2%"+03"D.,3!"+03"A28)0")8),@"
($?+0"#)20A"%()"6,))"-255"/(.2/)"%.")0%),"20%."/.8)0+0%"-2%("L2?"
%(,.$A("7(,2*%"9".,"0.%"%.<"+03"%()0"528)"-2%("%()"/.0*)N$)0/)*".6"
%()2,"/(.2/)&)#"V.!"(.-"3.)*"C.3"A.8),0"%(.*)"-(."+,)"0.%"20"
/.8)0+0%"-2%("L2?*)56T"'L[=cCL"'LX:["=D;">[XX"D:UU"
7L=:7X"=>"VXU>OC=PX[;]X;'"7=]I:;Xd"D:'L"Lc]E;"
C=PX[;]X;'&"L$?+02%@"2*"6,))"%."#)")2%(),"C.3OA.8),0)3".,"
*)56OA.8),0)3&"L.-)8),!",)5+%28)5@"6)-"4).45)".0"%()")+,%("

 
14 I think such a perspective is somewhat rare in Evangelical circles. I have never heard a 
Progressive “Christian” give such an!understanding. And, obviously, people of other religions 
and people of no religion have contrary understandings of God and His creation. 

http://www.atchriststable.org/
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$03),*%+03"+03"*$#?2%"%."C.3F*";)-"7.8)0+0%&"V.!"-)"?$*%"
/.0*23),"L=D"C=d"C=PX[;V"I='L"9"L2*"4).45)!"+*"-)55"+*"
%(.*)"-(."+,)"0.%"L2*"4).45)&"L=D"3.)*"L)"A.8),0"%(.*)"-(."
+,)";='"20"L2*"B20A3.?!"+03"+5*."%(.*)"-(."E[X"20"L2*"B20A3.?"
Y#$%"+5*."?$*%"528)"20"%()"-.,53"*@*%)?"3$,20A"%(2*"+A)ZT"EA+20!"
-)"+,)";='"%+5B20A"+#.$%"%()"R20A3.?".6"L)+8)0"(),)"9"-)"+,)"
%+5B20A"+#.$%"%()"D.,53"V@*%)?&"L=D"d=XV"C=d"C=PX[;"
'L:V"]:eXd"]cU':'cdXT"E03"DLE'"\=DX[V"LEV"C=d"

=[dE:;Xd">=["Lc]E;"C=PX[;]X;'T"
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Human Government 
"

Romans 13:1-7 
 
“Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. 
For there is no authority except from God, and those which exist 
are established by God. 2 Therefore whoever resists authority has 
opposed the ordinance of God; and they who have opposed will 
receive condemnation upon themselves. 3 For rulers are not a 
cause of fear for good behavior, but for evil. Do you want to have 
no fear of authority? Do what is good and you will have praise 
from the same; 4 for it is a minister of God to you for good. But if 
you do what is evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for 
nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath 
on the one who practices evil. 5 Therefore it is necessary to be in 
subjection, not only because of wrath, but also for conscience’ 
sake. 6 For because of this you also pay taxes, for rulers are 
servants of God, devoting themselves to this very thing. 7 Render 
to all what is due them: tax to whom tax is due; custom to whom 
custom; fear to whom fear; honor to whom honor.” 
"
E//.,320A"%."%(2*"4+**+A)!"-)"*(.$53"J#)"20"*$#M)/%2.0"%.K"+03"
J0.%".44.*)K"%()"A.8),020A"+$%(.,2%@&":%"*+@*"%(+%"-)"*(.$53"J4+@"
%+1)*K<"#$%"2%"3.)*"0.%"*+@"%(+%"-)"]cV'"8.%)&"P.%20A"2*"0.%"+"5+-"
#$%"+"4,2825)A)&"D)"/+0"#)"JA..3K"/2%2b)0*"-2%(.$%"8.%20A&":0"4.20%"

http://www.atchriststable.org/
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.6"6+/%!"0.".0)"-255"?2**"@.$,"8.%)")1/)4%"%()"4.52%2/2+0"@.$"3230F%"
8.%)"6.,!"(2*"4+,%@"+03"2%*"+A)03+!"+03"+55"%()".%(),"4).45)"-(."
8.%)3"6.,"(2?&""
"
'()"4+**+A)"+5*."%)55*"$*"%(+%"C.3"(+*".,3+20)3"($?+0"
A.8),0?)0%"%."\[='X7'"%(.*)"-(."3."A..3"+03"\c;:VL")825"
3.),*&";.-(),)"20"%()"4+**+A)"O"0.,"+0@-(),)")5*)"20"%()";)-"
')*%+?)0%"O""(+*"C.3".,3+20)3"($?+0"A.8),0?)0%"%."\[=P:dX"
6.,"4).45)&""
"
Sacral Societies & Welfare States 
"
'(),)"/+0"#)"+"%)03)0/@"%.")N$+%)"%()"=53"7.8)0+0%"_)-2*("
*@*%)?".6"%2%(20A"6.,"/(+,2%+#5)"*$44.,%".6"%()"4..,!"%()"-23.-"+03"
%()".,4(+0)$"-2%("+"?.3),0"*@*%)?".6"%+1+%2.0&"I$%!"%(),)"2*"+0"
)**)0%2+5"3266),)0/)S"E0/2)0%":*,+)5"-+*"+"J*+/,+5K"*./2)%@)%"9"%(+%"
2*!"+"%()./,+/@"9"J%()"6.,?".6"A.8),0?)0%"20"-(2/("+"3)2%@".6"*.?)"
%@4)"2*",)/.A02b)3"+*"%()"*$4,)?)",$520A"+$%(.,2%@!"A2820A"32820)"
A$23+0/)"%."($?+0"20%),?)32+,2)*"%(+%"?+0+A)"%()"3+@O%.O3+@"
+66+2,*".6"%()"A.8),0?)0%K)&"9"%(+%"2*!"+"*./2)%@"20"-(2/("%()"

 
15 (Hebrew) Tzedakam 
16 A term used by Leonard Verduin in his book, “The Reformers and Their Stepchildren”. 
17 Merriam Webster’s Dictionary. 
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A.8),020A"5+-*!"4.52/2)*"+03"4,.A,+?*"-),)"#+*)3"20"+"

4+,%2/$5+,",)52A2.$*"6+2%("9"0.%"#@"+"($?+05@"3)82*)3"*@*%)?".6"
A.8),0?)0%&"E0/2)0%":*,+)5"-+*"+"*+/,+5"*./2)%@&"'()":?4),2+5"
7$5%".6"E0/2)0%"[.?)"-+*"+"*+/,+5"*./2)%@&":*5+?2/"0+%2.0*"+,)"
*+/,+5"*./2)%2)*&"'()"23)+"%(+%"E?),2/+"-+*"6.$03)3"+*"+"*+/,+5"
*./2)%@"2*"(2A(5@"3)#+%+#5)<"#$%!"20"+0@")8)0%!"2%"/),%+205@"(+*"
/)+*)3"%."#)".0)"N$2%)"*.?)"%2?)"+A.&""
"
I$%"-(+%"+#.$%"%()";)-"7.8)0+0%"7($,/(T"'(+%"/.$53"#)"5+#)5)3"
+"*+/,+5"*./2)%@!"-2%(""%()"U+-".6"7(,2*%"A.8),020A"+55"%(+%"
%,+0*42,)*"#)%-))0"+55".6"2%*"?)?#),*&"I$%",)?)?#),S":%"2*"%()"
J)BB5)*2+K)'"9"%()"J/+55)3".$%K"9"%(+%"2*!"2%"2*"+"*./2)%@"-2%(20"+"5+,A),"
*./2)%@"9"+"*./2)%@"/+55)3"%."#)"*)4+,+%)"6,.?"%()"5+,A),"*./2)%@&"
'()"XBB5)*2+"2*"+"*./2)%@!"-(.F*"A.8),0?)0%"+03"/2%2b)0*(24"2*"20"
()+8)0!"#$%"+5*."528)*"$03),"+"($?+0"A.8),0?)0%"(),)".0")+,%(&"
:%"2*":;"%()"D.,53!"#$%"0.%"=>"%()"D.,53&"'LE'"2*"%()"2**$)&"'()"
7($,/("/+00.%"23)0%26@"-2%("+0@")+,%(5@"*@*%)?".,"?.3)5".6"
-)56+,)"*%+%)&"'."J/.?452/+%)K"?+%%),*"6$,%(),S"'(2*"7(,2*%2+0"
*+/,+5"*./2)%@"Y'()"7($,/(Z"3.)*0F%"#)5.0A"%.".0)"/.$0%,@".,"
0+%2.0"9"2%"2*"20%),0+%2.0+5&":6"C.3"-),)"%.",)8)+5"#@"L.5@"V42,2%O
20*42,)3"*/,24%$,)*")1+/%5@"L=D"L2*"4).45)"20"%()"cVE"*(.$53"

 
18 Strong’s # 1577 (Greek), usually translated, “church” 
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+03"*(.$53"0.%",)/)28)"-)56+,)"6,.?"%()"cV"A.8),0?)0%!"-.$53"
L)"+5*."(+8)"+"3266),)0%"*)%".6"L.5@"V42,2%O20*42,)3"*/,24%$,)*"%."
,)8)+5"(.-"L2*"4).45)"*(.$53"+03"*(.$53"0.%",)/)28)"-)56+,)"6,.?"
%()"A.8),0?)0%*".4),+%20A"$03),"%()";.,32/"?.3)5".6"D)56+,)"
V%+%)*"20"V-)3)0!";.,-+@!"d)0?+,B"+03">205+03T"E03"%()0!"@)%"
+0.%(),"*)%".6"*/,24%$,)*"6.,"L2*"4).45)"52820A"7.??$02*%"
/.$0%,2)*"52B)"7(20+!";.,%("R.,)+!"P2)%0+?!"U+.*"+03"7$#+&"E03"
%()0!"-(+%"+#.$%"L2*"4).45)"-(."(+44)0"%."#)"52820A"%()"c02%)3"
E,+#"X?2,+%)*".,".%(),"E,+#"0+%2.0*"-(2/("+,)"+5*."+"*+/,+5"
*./2)%2)*"Y52B)"+0/2)0%":*,+)5Z"9"#$%"+,)"A.8),0)3"#@"%()":*5+?2/"
,)52A2.0"-2%("2%*"*@*%)?".6"-)56+,)"6.,"%()"4..,)(T""
"
Serving Our Source 
"
;.!"26"-)"*$,8)@"%()"*/,24%$,)*!"-)"?$*%"/.0/5$3)"%(+%"C.3"(+*"
;='".,3+20)3"($?+0"A.8),0?)0%"%."4,.823)"6.,"4).45)&"'(.*)"
-(."3."0.%"5..B"%."C.3"+*"\,.823),!"(+8)"0.".%(),".4%2.0"#$%"%."
5..B"%."%()?*)58)*"+03"($?+02%@"6.,"4,.82*2.0&"=6"/.$,*)!"?.*%".6"
%(.*)"+5*."-+0%"($?+0"A.8),0?)0%"%."()54"4,.823)"6.,"%()?&!*"

 
19 Zakat (Charity) 
20 Throughout MOST of human history, social welfare has been relegated to private charities, 
religious orders and denominations like the Roman Catholic Church. Another example would be 
the English Poor Law giving Anglican parishes responsibility for social welfare. However, there 
were a few minimal examples of State welfare programs in Ancient Rome (under Augustus, 27 
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E03!"*20/)"4).45)"-255"$5%2?+%)5@"VX[PX"'LX:["V=c[7X!"
)1/(+0A20A"/.0%,.5".6"%()2,"4),*.0+5"528)*"6.,"%(+%"\[=P:V:=;!"
?.*%"($?+0"A.8),0?)0%*!"-(2/("3)*2,)"/.0%,.5"+#.8)"+55")5*)!"
+,)"?.820A"?.,)"+03"?.,)"%.-+,3*"#)20A"%()"J4,.823),*K".6"
($?+02%@&"Y;+?)5@!"%()"E0%2/(,2*%"I)+*%"V@*%)?!)Z&"'(),)6.,)!"
?.*%".6"$*"6203".$,*)58)*"52820A"20"0+%2.0*"20"-(2/("($?+0"
A.8),0?)0%*"+,)".4),+%20A"?.,)"+03"?.,)"=c'V:dX".6"%(+%"
-(2/("C.3"(+*".,3+20)3"+03"+,)"#)/.?20A"?.,)"+03"?.,)"20"
/.0%,.5".6".$,"528)*"%(,.$A("8+,2.$*"%.%+52%+,2+0"6.,?*".6"
A.8),0?)0%&"'(2*"+4452)*"%."EUU"A.8),0?)0%*!"20"EUU"0+%2.0*"9"
,)A+,35)**".6"%()2,")*4.$*)3"4.52%2/+5"4(25.*.4(2)*&"""
 
The Hopelessness of Human Government  
 
_$*%"+*"0.%"+55"/.4*"+,)"#+3"/.4*!"+03"0.%"+55"E6,2/+0"E?),2/+0*"
+,)"5+-"#,)+B),*!"+03"0.%"+55"U+%20.*"+,)",+42*%*!"+03"0.%"+55"D(2%)"
X8+0A)52/+5"()%),.*)1$+5*"+,)",+/2*%*!":"*$44.*)"2%"2*"%,$)"%(+%"0.%"

 
B.C. – 14 A.D. and under Trajan, 98-117 A.D.), as well as under the Song Dynasty in China, 
960-1279 A.D. But, generally speaking, the phenomenon of State welfare is a RELATIVELY 
modern practice beginning late 19th, early 20th centuries in Germany (1889), Great Britain 
(1913), and also in the USA with the Social Security Act of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s “New Deal” 
in 1935. The “Nordic Model” of social welfare exists today in Sweden, Norway, Denmark, and 
Finland. It is worthwhile noting that even today 27% of the world’s population lives in “informal 
economies” – namely, economies in which there is neither monitoring of income nor taxation, so 
that those governments are not capable of supplying any social welfare.  
21 Revelation 13 
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+55"4.52%2/2+0*"+,)"/.,,$4%"(@4./,2%)*&"'(),)"+,)"4.52%2/2+0*".0"J#.%("
*23)*".6"%()"+2*5)K"%(+%"+,)"*20/),)5@"-+0%20A"%."3."%()2,"M.#*"-2%("
20%)A,2%@&"U2B)"%()",)*%".6"$*!"%()@"*))"%()"*./2+5"255*"20".$,"*./2)%@"
+03"-+0%"%."5)A2*5+%)"20"-+@*"%(+%"-255"()54"%()2,"6)55.-"($?+0"
#)20A*&":"#)52)8)"%(.*)"4.52%2/2+0*!"+5.0A"-2%("?.*%"4).45)"20".$,"
/.$0%,@"-+0%"+55"4).45)"%."528)"+03"4$,*$)"(+4420)**"9".,"+*"2%"
*+@*"20"f"'2?.%(@"`S`S"J%(+%"-)"?+@"528)"+"/+5?!"%,+0N$25!"
$032*%$,#)3"N$2)%!"4)+/)6$5"4(@*2/+5"526)"20"A.3520)**"+03"(.0.,K&"
L),)"2*"%()"4,.#5)?S"d)?./,+%*"%(20B"%(+%"A.+5"-255"#)"+/(2)8)3"
.0)"-+@!"[)4$#52/+0*"%(20B"2%"-255"#)"+/(2)8)3"+0.%(),"-+@!"+03"
U2#),%+,2+0*"%(20B"2%"-255"#)"+/(2)8)3"@)%"+0.%(),"-+@&"E03"+55"+,)"
8@20A"6.,".$,"8.%)*!")?45.@20A"-(+%"2*"0.%(20A"*(.,%".6"
4,.4+A+03+&"'."4$%"2%"20"?.,)"*42,2%$+5"%),?*S"].*%"52B)5@"-2%(.$%"
%()2,"/.A02b+0/)!"2%"2*"V:;"%(+%"d)?./,+%*!"[)4$#52/+0*"+03"
U2#),%+,2+0*"+,)"+55"%,@20A"%."3)+5"-2%(!!!"+03"+,)!"$06.,%$0+%)5@!"
6+2520A"?2*),+#5@&"L.-"/+0"%(.*)"-(."3."0.%"#)52)8)"%(+%"%(),)"2*"
*$/("+"%(20A"+*"V:;!"0.,"+/B0.-5)3A)"%()")12*%)0/)".6"J,$5),*!"
4.-),*!"-.,53"6.,/)*".6"3+,B0)**!"+03"*42,2%$+5"6.,/)*".6"
-2/B)30)**"20"%()"()+8)05@"45+/)*K!""3)+5"-2%("*$/(T"X1/$*)"?@"
*+,/+*?!"#$%!"2*0F%"%(+%"52B)"62A(%20A"/52?+%)"/(+0A)"-()0"@.$"

 
22 Cf. Romans 13:3-4 
23 Ephesians 6:12 
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3.0F%"#)52)8)"20"%()"*/2)0/)".6"/52?+%)"/(+0A)T"'()")66)/%28)0)**"
.6"+55"($?+0"A.8),0?)0%"+03"%()")662/+/@".6"+55"($?+0"5)A2*5+%2.0"
6+55*"6+,"*(.,%".6"3)+520A"-2%("%()"4,.#5)?"+03"/.0*)N$)0%2+5"
4,.#5)?*".6"6+55)0"L$?+02%@&"'(+%"*(.$53"#)"+#$03+0%5@"/5)+,"%."
+0@",+%2.0+5"($?+0"#)20A"%(+%"/.0*23),*"%()"(2*%.,@".6"%()"($?+0"
,+/)&"'(),)"2*"+#*.5$%)5@"0."(2*%.,2/+5"4,)/)3)0%"$4.0"-(2/("%."
45+/)"+0@"(.4)&">+2%("Y%,$*%!"3)4)03)0/)"$4.0Z"($?+0"
A.8),0?)0%"2*"J8+02%@".6"8+02%2)*K&!#"“… in the world, without 
God, without hope….”25       "

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
24 Ecclesiastes 1:2  
25 Ephesians 2:12 
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Two Kingdoms"
"
]+,%20"U$%(),"2032/+%)3"%(+%"7(,2*%2+0*"528)"20"'-."R20A3.?*!%"9"
.0)"()+8)05@"+03".0)")+,%(5@&"'(,.$A("C.3F*"V42,2%"+03"D.,3!"
-)!"+*"7(,2*%2+0*!"/+0"B0.-"(.-"%."/.03$/%".$,*)58)*"20"%()"
R20A3.?".6"C.3&"'()"N$)*%2.0"(),)"2*"(.-"+,)"-)"%."/.03$/%"
.$,*)58)*"20"%()"-.,53"*@*%)?"-(2/("2*"A,.-20A"20/,)+*20A5@"

*)/$5+,"+03"%.%+52%+,2+0!&T"
"
D(+%"323"_)*$*"3.T"_)*$*"*+23!"JC28)"%."7+)*+,"%()"%(20A*"%(+%"
#)5.0A"%."(2?<"#$%"#)"*$,)"%."A28)"C.3"%()"%(20A*"%(+%"#)5.0A"%."

 
26 To learn more about Martin Luther’s “Doctrine of Two Kingdoms”, I would recommend “The 
Ethics of Martin Luther” by Paul Althaus. The following is taken from Doug Douma’s book 
review of that title summarizing Luther’s view: Luther’s views can be summarized as follows:  
a) Government is to punish evildoers (as the Left hand kingdom of God).   
b) The church, The Right Hand Kingdom, is not to be involved in government itself, but in 
preaching the gospel.   
c) The church and the government shouldn’t cross roles. People are never to be coerced into 
belief.  
d) Christians must submit to the governing authorities. Christians should never rebel against a 
government even when the government commits crimes.   
e) A person should never use violence as a person, but it is allowed when used in its office. This 
“office” can be either in the government (executioner, judge, soldier, etc.) or in the family (the 
parents).   
f) Laws should be formed by “reason.”   
g) Christians are not necessarily better at government than non-Christians.   
h) There is no “best” form of government. 
27 Because of his historical context, namely, the political power of Rome, and the predominant 
climate of cultural Christianity (Christendom), it seems to me that what Luther had to offer falls 
somewhat short of fully addressing the times in which we live with the predominant trend 
towards greater secularism in culture and increasing totalitarianism in governance.  
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L2?&K!'":"%(20B"2%"2*"32662/$5%"6.,"$*"%."+44,)/2+%)"(.-"6.,)2A0"%(2*"
*.$03)3"%."%()"_)-*"_)*$*"-+*"*4)+B20A"%."+%"%(+%"%2?)&"Q)%!"-)"
+#*.5$%)5@"0))3"%."$03),*%+03"+03"+44,)/2+%)"-(+%"L)"-+*"
*+@20A!"#)/+$*)"-)"+,)"20"%()")1+/%"*+?)"*2%$+%2.0"0.-"+*"%()@"
-),)"%()0S"E*"7(,2*%2+0*!"-)")03)+8.,"%."528)"+//.,320A"%."%()"
5+-*"%(+%"A.8),0"%()"R20A3.?".6"C.3&"I$%"%()"*)/$5+,"*./2)%@"20"
-(2/("-)"528)"2*"A.8),0)3"#@"+"8),@"3266),)0%"*)%".6"5+-*"9"+03"+,)"
#)/.?20A"?.,)"3266),)0%"+*"%2?)"A.)*".0&"D2%("L2*"0.8)5"
*%+%)?)0%"_)*$*"/.062,?)3S"
O D)"E[X"52820A"20"'-."R20A3.?*&"
O '()")+,%(5@"B20A3.?"2*",$5)3"#@"($?+0"A.8),0?)0%*"$03),"
%()"4.-),*".6"3+,B0)**&"

O '()")+,%(5@"B20A3.?"2*"?+3)"$4".6"+"?21)3"?$5%2%$3)"9"%(+%"
2*S"
o '()"4).45)".6"C.3!"-(."*$#?2%"%."C.3F*",$5)"+03"*),8)"
Y-.,*(24Z"C.3!"#$%"+,)"+5*."A.8),0)3"#@"7+)*+,"Y%()"
V%+%)Z&""

o E*"-)55"+*!"%()"4).45)"-(."(+8)",)M)/%)3"C.3F*",$5)!"
+03"-(."*),8)"Y-.,*(24Z"7+)*+,"Y%()"V%+%)Z!"#$%"-(."
#)52)8)"%()@"+,)",$520A"%()?*)58)*&""""
"

 
28 Matthew 22:15-22; Mark 12:13-17; Luke 20:20-26 
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E55"4).45)*".6"%()"-.,53!"20/5$320A"C.3F*"4).45)!"528)"$03),"*.?)"
6.,?".6"($?+0"A.8),0?)0%&"'()"6+/%"2*S"*20/)"%()"I+#@5.02+0"
7+4%282%@!(!"%()"4).45)".6"C.3"(+8)"+5-+@*"528)3"20"%(2*"'-."
R20A3.?"^"]21)3O]$5%2%$3)"*2%$+%2.0&"*""
"
V.!"(.-"323"_)*$*"(+035)"2%T"_)*$*"+03"L2*"32*/245)*"0)8),"*+23"
+"-.,3!"0.,"%..B"+0@"+/%2.0"%.-+,3"/(+0A20A"7+)*+,F*"

A.8),0?)0%"%."#)"?.,)"52B)"C.3F*"A.8),0?)0%&"_)*$*F"6.55.-),*"
-),)"+"*)%O+4+,%"*./2)%@"-2%(20"+"5+,A),"*)/$5+,"*./2)%@&")""
"
D)"/+0"*))"%()"*+?)"*2%$+%2.0"-2%("_+/.#"+03"%()"*.0*".6":*,+)5"
20"XA@4%"Y#)6.,)"%()"I+#@5.02+0"7+4%282%@ZS">.,"Ggg"@)+,*!"%()@"
-),)"+"*./2)%@"*)%O+4+,%"%."C.3!"#$%"+5*."$03),"%()",$5)".6"XA@4%"
Y,)4,)*)0%20A"%()"-.,53"*@*%)?"+%"%()"%2?)Z<"+03"C.3"(+3"A28)0"
%()?"+"45+/)"YC.*()0Z"20"XA@4%"Y%()"-.,53"*@*%)?Z&"!":%"*(.$53"#)"
0.%)3"%(+%"20"C.3F*"4,.82*2.0"6.,"L2*"4).45)"20"XA@4%!"L)"323"
0.%(20A"%."?+B)"%()"*$,,.$0320A"*./2)%@"5)**"4+A+0!".,"?.,)"

 
29 A time of God’s judgement upon His people, the Hebrew nation, when He allowed Israel to be 
defeated by Babylon. There were actually several different times during this period (607-586 
B.C.) when the Jews were taken captive by Babylon.  
30 I personally believe this is the meaning of the biblical term “time of the Gentiles” (Greek: 
ethnos), that is, the time in which God’s people live in subjection to the governments of the 
nations (Greek: ethnos) of the world. Cf. Luke 21:24. 
31 In Leonard Verduin’s words, “non-sacral” society. (Cf. “The Reformers and Their 
Stepchildren”) 
32 Of course, both Egypt and Goshen represent spiritual entities in the New Covenant. 
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,)52A2.$*!".,"?.,)":*,+)52!".,"20"+0@"-+@""J02/),K&":0"6+/%!"+*"%2?)"
-)0%".0!"L)"+55.-)3"%(+%"($?+0"A.8),0?)0%"%."#)/.?)"
.44,)**28)".6"L2*"4).45)&"E03!")8)0%$+55@!"L)"3)528),)3"L2*"
4).45)"/.?45)%)5@".$%".6"%(+%"-.,53"*@*%)?&"L)"%()0"#,.$A(%"%()?"
20%."+"J\,.?2*)3"U+03K"+03"20%."+"/.8)0+0%"-2%("L2?*)56"9"%()"=53"
7.8)0+0%"9"%()"].*+2/")14,)**2.0".6"L2*"R20A3.?&"=6"/.$,*)!"%()"
J\,.?2*)3"U+03K"6.,"#)52)8),*"20"%()";)-"7.8)0+0%"2*";='"
+0@-(),)".0"%(2*"4,)*)0%")+,%(!"#$%",+%(),"20"%()"0)-"()+8)0"+03"
%()"0)-")+,%("""9"J+"#)%%),"/.$0%,@!"%(+%"2*!"+"()+8)05@".0)K&"# 
"
"

 
33 Revelation 21:1-8 
34 Hebrews 11:16 
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Voting 
"
:%"?$*%"#)"A,+0%)3"%(+%"0)2%(),":*,+)5"$03),"XA@4%!"0.,"_)*$*"+03"
L2*"6.55.-),*"$03),"[.?)"(+3"8.%20A",2A(%*&"$"I$%!"-)"3."Y20"%()"
cVEZ&"V.!"-(+%"3."-)"3."-2%("%(.*)"8.%20A",2A(%*T"E*":F8)"+5,)+3@"
*+23!"8.%20A"2*";='"/.??+03)3"#@"C.3&"I$%!"2%"*))?*"%."?)"%(+%"
%()"*/,24%$,)*"3."0.%".8),%5@"/.03)?0"8.%20A")2%(),&"d.)*"C.3"
5)+8)"2%"+*"+"?+%%),".6"/(.2/)"9"J+"4,20/245)".6"/.0*/2)0/)K!"+*"20"
[.?+0*"fGT"E*":F8)"+5,)+3@"*+23!".0)"3.)*"0.%"(+8)"%."8.%)"20"
.,3),"%."#)"J+"A..3"/2%2b)0K&"I$%"/.$53"8.%20A"4.**2#5@"#)"
2??.,+5T":*"2%"2??.,+5"0.%"%."8.%)T"'()*)"+,)"%()"N$)*%2.0*"
#)20A"+*B)3"20"%(2*")**+@&""
"
Political Agendas 
 
D(+%"2*"8.%20AT"X**)0%2+55@!"2%"2*"+52A020A".0)*)56"-2%("+"4+,%2/$5+,"
4.52%2/+5"+A)03+"9"*$44.,%20A"+"4+,%2/$5+,"4.52%2/2+0!"+5.0A"-2%("%()"
4+,%2/$5+,"4.52%2/+5"4+,%@"%."-(2/("()^*()"#)5.0A*"9"20/5$320A"2%*"
4(25.*.4(@!"4.52/2)*"+03"4,.A,+?*"%."-(2/("()^*()"45)3A)*"%."
,)4,)*)0%&"'()")0+#520A".6"4+,%2/$5+,"4.52%2/+5"+/%2.0*"2*"%()"

 
35 However, the apostle Paul, a Roman citizen by birth, did have voting rights. But, there is no 
mention of him ever voting. Acts 22:25-28. Cf. Acts 16:37; 21:39; 22:3. 
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.$%/.?)".6"8.%20A&"V.!"%()"32*/),0?)0%"0))3)3"2*"-()%(),".,"0.%"
+"4+,%2/$5+,"4+,%@F*"4.52%2/+5"45+%6.,?"2*"%."#)"3))?)3"?.,+5".,"
2??.,+5&""
"
=0)"%(20A"%."/.0*23),"2*"%(2*S":%"-.$53"#)"2??.,+5"%."8.%)"6.,"9"
+52A0".0)*)56"-2%(!""*$44.,%"+03")0+#5)"O"+"4+,%2/$5+,"4+,%@"
45+%6.,?"-(2/("@.$"(+8)"3))?)3"2??.,+5&"I$%!"-(+%"26".0)"(+*"
/.0/5$3)3"%(+%"I='L"4+,%@"45+%6.,?*"+,)"2??.,+5T"D.$53"2%"#)"

2??.,+5"%."+#*%+20"6,.?"8.%20A"+55"%.A)%(),T":"3.0F%"%(20B"*.!"6.,"

@.$"(+8)"0.%"4+,%2/24+%)3"20"%(+%"-(2/("2??.,+5&"E03!"+*"+"8.%),!"
.0)"(+*"0.".%(),",)/.$,*)"#)*23)*"%()"8.%)"%."+33,)**"%()"
2??.,+52%@".6"4.52%2/+5"+A)03+*!"-2%("%()")1/)4%2.0".6"J\$#52/"
d)?.0*%,+%2.0K"+03"J72825"d2*.#)32)0/)K&"%""
"
I$%"-(+%"26"%(),)"2*"@)%"+"a+,"4+,%@"45+%6.,?"-(2/("@.$"3))?)3"%."
#)"?.,+5T"=0)"/.$53"+52A0"@.$,*)56"-2%(!"*$44.,%"+03")0+#5)"%(+%"
?.,+5"+A)03+"-2%("@.$,"8.%)&"I$%!"*$/("+/%2.0"(+*"0)8),"-.0"+"
4,)*23)0%2+5")5)/%2.0"20"E?),2/+&":*0F%"%(+%"%()0"M$*%"+"J-+*%)3K"
8.%)T":"3.0F%"%(20B"*.!"#)/+$*)"@.$"(+8)""J?+3)"+"*%+%)?)0%K"9"
%+B)0"+"?.,+5"*%+03"9"#@"+52A020A"@.$,*)56"-2%("%(+%"-(2/("2*"

 
36 The subjects of “Public Demonstration” and “Civil Disobedience” are beyond the scope of this 
essay on “Voting”. 
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?.,+5&"'()"6+/%"%(+%"a+,"4+,%@"8.%20A"?.*%"52B)5@"-255".05@"3,+-"
8.%)*"+-+@"6,.?".0)"?+M.,"4+,%@"+03"M$*%"*),8)"%."4,.?.%)"%()"
.%(),"?+M.,"4+,%@"2*".05@"+"0)A+%28)"26".0)"3))?*")2%(),".0)".6"%()"
.%(),"?+M.,"4+,%2)*"%."(+8)"+"?.,+5"45+%6.,?"%."#)A20"-2%(&"E5*.S"
a+,"4+,%@"8.%20A"/.$53"#)"-.,%(-(25)"20"8.%20A"6.,".%(),"4.52%2/+5"
.662/)*&"I$%"2*"%()"45+%6.,?".6"%(+%"a+,"4+,%@"+/%$+55@"?.,+5"20"+0@"
/+*)T"

"
E0.%(),"%(20A"%."/.0*23),"2*"%()"6+/%"%(+%".0)"/.$53"4.**2#5@"3))?"
*.?)"+*4)/%*".6"+"4+,%2/$5+,"4+,%@"45+%6.,?"?.,+5"+03".%(),"
+*4)/%*".6"%()"45+%6.,?"2??.,+5&"I$%"%(),)"2*".05@".0)"8.%)"9".0)"
+52A0?)0%"O"6.,"%()")0%2,)"45+%6.,?!"/+,%)"#5+0/()&"d."-)"0.-"
-)2A("$4"%()"4,.*"+03"%()"/.0*!"*."%."*4)+BT"d.)*"C.3!"20"L2*"
,2A(%).$*0)**!"-)2A("$4"%()"4,.*"+03"%()"/.0*T":"3.0F%"%(20B"

%(+%"*.$03*"52B)"%()"C.3"-(."(+*",)8)+5)3"L2?*)56"%(,.$A("

7(,2*%"+03"%()"#2#52/+5"*/,24%$,)*&"D(+%"+#.$%"-()0"“God is at 
work in all things, and causes all things to work together for 
good”37"9"2*"L)"-)2A(20A"$4"%()"4,.*"+03"%()"/.0*"%()0T":"3.0F%"
%(20B"%(+%"2*"%()"?.*%"+//$,+%)"-+@".6"+0+5@b20A"%()"-.,B".6"C.3"
20"%()"+66+2,*".6"?)0&"I$%!"-)"3."B0.-"%(+%"C.3"9"20"*.?)"?+00),"
O"“changes the times and the epochs; and removes kings and 

 
37 Romans 8:28 
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establishes kings; and gives wisdom to wise men and knowledge 
to men of understanding”?38 X1+/%5@"(.-"3.)*"L)"3."%(+%T""
"""""
God’s Agenda"
"
:6"-)"/(..*)"%."8.%)!"*(.$53"-)")14)/%"%."/(+0A)"%()"

*$,,.$0320A"*./2)%@T":"3.0F%"%(20B"-)"(+8)"+0@",2A(%"%."%(20B"

*$/("+"%(20A&"C.3"3230F%"3."%(+%"6.,":*,+)5&"L)"3230F%"3."%(+%"6.,"

_)*$*"+03"L2*"32*/245)*&"E03"L)"2*"0.%"3.20A"%(+%"6.,"?+0@"

7(,2*%2+0*"52820A"$03),"%.%+52%+,2+0"A.8),0?)0%*"+,.$03"%()"

-.,53"%.3+@&"'()",)+*.0"6.,"%(2*"2*"#)/+$*)"%(+%"2*";='"C.3F*"

+A)03+&"E//.,320A"%."%()";)-"')*%+?)0%"*/,24%$,)*!"C.3"2*"0.%"
20%),)*%)3"20"'[E;V>=[]:;C"*./2)%@!"#$%",+%(),!"2065$)0/20A"
%()"*$,,.$0320A"*./2)%@"-2%("*+5%"+03"52A(%&"L2*"+A)03+"2*"%."(+8)"
L2*"4).45)"9"%()"*)%O+4+,%"*./2)%@"YXBB5)*2+Z"9"2032823$+55@"+03"
/.55)/%28)5@"#)"+"-2%0)**"%."("%()"5+,A),"*$,,.$0320A"*)/$5+,"

*./2)%@&"'(2*"-255";='"0)/)**+,25@"%,+0*6.,?"%(+%"*./2)%@&":%"-255"
“save some, snatching them out of the fire”.40"'LE'FV"C.3"

 
38 Daniel 2:21a. It is interesting to note how God accomplishes this: “He gives wisdom to wise 
men and knowledge to men of understanding” (v. 21b) and “reveals the profound and hidden 
things – in the darkness”. (v. 22) 
39 This involves communicating the Gospel of the Kingdom through preaching and teaching, as 
well as through demonstration and modeling. Matthew 24:14; Mark 13:10; Romans 10:18; 
Ephesians 3:10; Colossians 1:6, 23; Revelation 14:6.  
40 Jude 1:23. I’ll return to this pictographic verse later in the essay. 
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4,.A,+?!"-(2/("2*"20"4,.A,)**"+03"-255"/.0%20$)"$0%25"+6%),"%(2*"
/,)+%2.0"2*"3)*%,.@)3"#@"%()"62,)!"+03"2*",)45+/)3"-2%("+"0)-"
()+8)0"+03"+"0)-")+,%(&#)"
"
 

The Power of the Vote? Or The Power of God? 
"
I$%!"A)%%20A"#+/B"%."%()"2**$)".6"8.%20A"h"D(."2*"20"/.0%,.5".6"
-(."A.8),0*"%()"4).45)T"d.)*"C.3",)+55@"“change the times and 
the epochs; and remove kings and establish kings; and give 
wisdom to wise men and knowledge to men of understanding”?42  
D(+%"+/%$+55@"45+/)*"4).45)"20"4.52%2/+5".662/)T"=$,"8.%)*T"=,"
C.3T"'(2*"2*"+B20"%."%()"N$)*%2.0S"JD(."(+,3)0)3"\(+,+.(F*"
()+,%T"\(+,+.(T"=,"C.3T"U.0A"*%.,@"*(.,%S"C.3"B0.-*"+55"%(20A*"
9")8)0"%()"6,))O-255"/(.2/)*".6"($?+0"#)20A*"9"20/5$320A"%()2,"

8.%)*&#""Q)*!"C.3"2*"20"/.0%,.5"9"0.%".$,"8.%)*&"E03"L)"2*"20"

/.0%,.5"-()0"-)"8.%)"+03"-()0"-)"3.0F%"8.%)&"E03"JL)"2*"+%"
-.,B"20"+55"%(20A*"+03"/+$*)*"+55"%(20A*"%."-.,B"%.A)%(),"6.,"A..3"
%."%(.*)"-(."5.8)"C.3!"%."%(.*)"-(."+,)"/+55)3"+//.,320A"%."L2*"

 
41 Cf. 2 Peter 3:7-13 
42 Daniel 2:21a. It is interesting to note how God accomplishes this: “He gives wisdom to wise 
men and knowledge to men of understanding” (v. 21b) and “reveals the profound and hidden 
things – in the darkness”. (v. 22) 
43 For a more in-depth treatment of the subjects of God’s sovereignty and human free will, see 
my essay “Some Thoughts on Evil”. https://www.atchriststable.org/ebooks/theologically-
oriented-ebooks/evil-some-thoughts-on/ and www.YouTube.com/user/billfurioso  
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4$,4.*)K&##"I)+,"20"?203!"%(+%"JA..3"4$,4.*)K"(+44)0*"%."#)"J%."
#)/.?)"/.06.,?)3"%."%()"2?+A)".6"L2*"V.0K#$"9"0.%"0)/)**+,25@"

%(+%"@.$"-255"(+8)"+"J02/)K"526)&"

"
Pray and/or Vote 
""
D)"?+@"8.%)".$%".6"+"*)0*)".6"?.,+5"/.082/%2.0&"[)A+,320A"8.%20A"
+03"?.,+52%@!":F3"52B)"%."32*/$**"+"0$?#),".6"%(20A*S"
"
Personality, Party, Policies, Programs 

""
'()",)+52%@"2*S":0".$,"%-."4+,%@"*@*%)?!"8.%20A"-2%("?.,+5"20%)A,2%@"
2*")1%,)?)5@"32662/$5%!"26"0.%"+#*.5$%)5@"2?4.**2#5)&"'(2*"2*"-(+%":"
?)+0S":6"-)"-),)"8.%20A".0"*4)/262/"2**$)*!"%(,.$A(".$,"8.%)!"-)"
/.$53"+52A0".$,*)58)*".0"+"4+,%2/$5+,"*23)".6"%()"A28)0"2**$)"
+//.,320A"%.".$,"#2#52/+5"-.,5382)-&"I$%"-)"+,)"0.%"+/%$+55@"8.%20A"
.0"*4)/262/"2**$)*!"-)"+,)"8.%20A"6.,".0)"4.52%2/+5"4+,%@".,"+0.%(),&"
X8)0"8.%20A"6.,"+"4+,%2/$5+,"J4),*.0+52%@K"Y-(2/("%@4262)*"E?),2/+0"
8.%20AZ",)*$5%*"20"+"J4+,%@"8.%)K"#)/+$*)"2%"/.0%,2#$%)*"%."%()"
2065$)0/)"+03"4.-),".6".0)"4+,%2/$5+,"4+,%@".8),"+0.%(),&"D()%(),"

 
44 Romans 8:28 
45 Romans 8:29 
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-)"8.%)"K4.52/@K".,"J4),*.0+52%@K!"-)")03"$4"+52A020A".$,*)58)*"
-2%("+55"%()"4(25.*.4(@!"4.52/2)*"+03"4,.A,+?*".6".0)"4+,%2/$5+,"
4+,%@"-2%("+"/+,%)"#5+0/()"+52A0?)0%"-2%("+55"%()2,"8+,2.$*"*%+0/)*"
.0"+"5.0A"52*%".6"2**$)*&"C)0),+55@"*4)+B20A!".$,"J4+,%@"8.%)K"2*"
+5?.*%"+5-+@*"20"?.,+5"+52A0?)0%"-2%(".0)"4+,%2/$5+,"2**$)"J.6"

/(.2/)K!"#$%".$%".6"+52A0?)0%"-2%("+"0$?#),".6".%(),"2**$)*&"D)"
%)03"%."42/B"+"4+,%2/$5+,"*./2+5"2**$)!"+03"%+/2%5@"*+@"%(+%"%()"
#2#52/+5"-.,5382)-".0"%(+%"4+,%2/$5+,"2**$)"2*"%()"J7(,2*%2+0"8.%)K!"
+03"+52A0".$,*)58)*"-2%("%()"4+,%2/$5+,"4+,%@"-(2/("(+*"%()"4.52/2)*"
+03"4,.A,+?*"20"520)"-2%(".$,"?.,+5"/(.2/)&"'()"4,.#5)?"2*S"'(),)"
+,)"?+0@".%(),"?.,+5"2**$)*"%."#)"/.0/),0)3"-2%(!"-(2/("-)"
)2%(),"2A0.,)!".,"6))5"+,)"*.?)(.-"J5)**"2?4.,%+0%K&"'(2*"/+0".6%)0"
,)*$5%"20"(@4./,2*@&#%"E03"+55"%..".6%)0!"%()"2**$)"-)F8)"45+/)3"
J+%"%()"%.4".6"%()"52*%K"2*"$*$+55@"%(+%".0)"-(2/("(+*"#))0"

+44.20%)3"%()".662/2+5"J4.52%2/+5"6..%#+55K"#@"%()"?)32+&"I$%!"6,.?"
C.3F*"4),*4)/%28)!".0)"2**$)"2*";='"?.,)"2?4.,%+0%"%(+0"
+0.%(),&":0"C.3F*"*2A(%!"*20"2*"*20"2*"*20&#&"'()"/.0/)4%".6"8.%20A"
6.,"J%()"5)**),".6"%-.")825*K"2*";='"%()"?203".6"7(,2*%!"0.,"20"

+52A0?)0%"-2%("%()",2A(%).$*0)**".6"C.3&""

 
46 An example is voting “Pro-Life”, yet having little to no concern about cutting programs to 
feed children in poverty. Another example would be voting “Pro-Choice” (pro-abortion), yet also 
promoting various “inclusion” policies and programs.   
47 Cf. Matthew 5:18-20, 48 
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:"%(20B"4,+@20A"-255"+//.?452*("?.,)"%(+0"8.%20A&"I$%!"26"-)"

3)/23)"%(+%"8.%20A"2*"0.%"2??.,+5!"-)"/+0"3."#.%(&"

"
“Have a nice life” 

""
:"-.$53"+5*."52B)"%.".66),"%(+%"%()"?.%28+%2.0"#)(203".$,"?.,+5"
/.082/%2.0"20"8.%20A"2*"+%"5)+*%"*.?)-(+%"2065$)0/)3"#@"+"#+*2/"
3)*2,)"*(+,)3"#@"+55"L$?+02%@!"-(2/("2*"%(2*S"D)"+55"M$*%"-+0%"+"
J02/)"526)K"9"6.,".$,*)58)*"+03"6.,".$,"5.8)3".0)*&":6"-)"/+0F%"+3?2%"
%."%(+%!"-)"+,)"0.%"#)20A"(.0)*%&":0"%(2*"526)!""-)"+55"4$,*$)"()+5%("
+03"(+4420)**"6.,".$,*)58)*"+03"6.,".$,"5.8)3".0)*&"D)"+55"3."
)8),@%(20A"-)"/+0"%."(+8)"+"J02/)"526)K"O"J+"%,+0N$25"+03"N$2)%"526)"20"
+55"A.3520)**"+03"32A02%@K!"+*"2%"2*")14,)**)3"20"f"'2?.%(@"`SfOGS"
“First of all, then, I urge that entreaties and prayers, 
petitions, and thanksgivings, be made on behalf of all men, 2 for 
kings and all who are in authority (or high positions), so that we 
may lead a tranquil and quiet life in all godliness 
and dignity. 3 This is good and acceptable in the sight of God our 
Savior, 4 who desires all men to be saved and to come to 
the knowledge of the truth.” 
 
:0"%()"E4.*%.52/"I2#5)"\.5@A5.%!"%(+%"4(,+*)",)+3*S""
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“that G2443  a calm G2263  and G2532  unassuming G2272  existence G979  
should be led G1236  in G1722  all G3956  piety G2150  and G2532  
seriousness.” G4587  
"
:"%(20B"2%"2*"*2A0262/+0%"-(+%"%()"*/,24%$,)"*+@*"+#.$%"4,+@20A"6.,"
JB20A*"+03"+55"%(.*)"-(."+,)"20"(2A("4.*2%2.0*KS"'()"A.+5".6"%()"
4,+@20A"2*"J%(+%"-)"?+@"5)+3"+"%,+0N$25"+03"N$2)%"526)"20"+55"
A.3520)**"+03"32A02%@K&"\+$5"2032/+%)3"%(+%"J'(2*"2*"A..3"+03"
+//)4%+#5)"20"%()"*2A(%".6"C.3K!"+03"%(+%"C.3F*"$5%2?+%)"3)*2,)"2*"
%(+%"J+55"4).45)"-.$53"#)"3)528),)3"Y6,.?"6+55)00)**Z"+03"/.?)"%."
%()"6$55"B0.-5)3A)".6"%,$%(K&"C.3F*"+A)03+"2*"/.0/),0)3"-2%("
'LE'&"D)"?$*%"+5*."B))4"20"?203"*.?)%(20A"-)"(+8)"+5,)+3@"
)*%+#52*()3"6,.?"\+$5F*")42*%5)"%."%()"[.?+0*S"D)"528)"20"+"6+55)0"
-.,53<"+03"C.3"$*)*")8)0"%()"+6652/%2.0*!"%,2#$5+%2.0*!"4+20*!"
*$66),20A*!"+03"A)0),+5"0)A+%28)*"20"%(2*"526)"J6.,"L2*"A..3"4$,4.*)"
.6"/.06.,?20A"$*"%."%()"2?+A)".6"L2*"V.0K!#'"+*"-)55"+*")?45.@20A"
%()*)"%(20A*"%."3,+-"J+55"?)0"%."%()"B0.-5)3A)".6"%()"%,$%("+03"
*+58+%2.0K&"""
"
'(+%"?+@"0.%"#)"%()"A.+5".6"4.52%2/2+0*!"4.52%2/+5"4+,%2)*"+03"
($?+0"A.8),0?)0%*&"I$%!"+//.,320A"%."V/,24%$,)!"C.3F*"3)*2,)"6.,"

 
48 Romans 8:18-22, 28-29 
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6+55)0"L$?+02%@"2*"%,$%("+03"*+58+%2.0&"E03"%(2*"*/,24%$,)"4+**+A)"
?+B)*"2%"/5)+,"%(+%"C.3"+5*."3)*2,)*"-(+%"+55"4).45)",)+55@"-+0%"O"
J%(+%"-)"?+@"528)"+"/+5?!"%,+0N$25!"$032*%$,#)3"N$2)%!"4)+/)6$5"
4(@*2/+5"526)"20"A.3520)**"+03"(.0.,K&""
"
:"%(20B"4,+@20A"-255"+//.?452*("?.,)"%(+0"8.%20A&"I$%!"26"-)"
3)/23)"%(+%"8.%20A"2*"0.%"2??.,+5!"-)"/+0"3."#.%(&"
"
Pragmatism vs. Principle 
"
'(,235@!"%(),)"2*"%()"4,.#5)?".6"\,+A?+%2*?"8*&"\,20/245)S""
\).45)"(+8)"3266),)0%"23)+*".0"(.-"%."+//.?452*("%(+%"J/+5?!"
%,+0N$25!"$032*%$,#)3"N$2)%!"4)+/)6$5"4(@*2/+5"526)"20"A.3520)**"+03"
(.0.,K&""
"
\,.A,)**28)"4).45)"+,)"?.,)"\[EC]E':7"9"%(+%"2*S"JD(+%)8),"
*))?*"52B)"2%"-255"-.,B"(),)"+03"0.-"2*"A..3&K"7.0*),8+%28)"
4).45)"+,)"?.,)"\[:;7:\UXd"9"0+?)5@S"J:%"(+*"%."-.,B",2A(%5@&K"
E03"-)"+5*."(+8)"+?.,+5"4).45)"9"#.%("\,.A,)**28)*"+03"
7.0*),8+%28)*"-(."+,)"\=DX[OLc;C[Q"9")1452/2%5@S"J'(),)F*"
0."W,2A(%F".,"W-,.0AF"9".05@"-(+%":"3))?"W*$//)**6$5F&K"E03"-2%(.$%"
+"3.$#%!"20"E?),2/+0"/$5%$,)"%.3+@!""J*$//)**K"2*"+/(2)8)3"*.5)5@"
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%(,.$A("\,+A?+%2*?"9";='"\,20/245)*&"P.%),*"+,)"%.53"%(+%"%."8.%)"
a+,"\+,%@"O"%."K?+B)"+"*%+%)?)0%K!"%."J%+B)"+"*%+03K".0"4,20/245)*"
@.$"#)52)8)"20"O"2*"J+"-+*%)3"8.%)K!"#)/+$*)"2%"-255"0.%"4,.3$/)"+"
J-20K!"+*"%()".05@"+/%$+5"J-20K"-255"#)")2%(),"%()"d)?./,+%*".,"
[)4$#52/+0*&"I$%"6.,"3)/+3)*"+03"3)/+3)*"0.-!"%(2*"\,+A?+%2*?"
(+*"3.0)"0.%(20A"%."/.,,)/%"%()"*(.,%/.?20A*".6".$,"%-.O4+,%@!"
4+,%2*+0"*@*%)?".6"4.52%2/*!"0.,"%()"255*".6".$,"*./2)%@&"'(2*"2*"
0)2%(),"%,$5@"J-20020AK"0.,"J*$//)**K&""
"

:"%(20B"4,+@20A"-255"+//.?452*("?.,)"%(+0"8.%20A&"I$%!"26"-)"

3)/23)"%(+%"8.%20A"2*"0.%"2??.,+5!"-)"/+0"3."#.%(&"
"
Who Decides What’s “Good” and “Bad” 
"
D2%("L$?+02%@F*"$028),*+5"A.+5".6"J526)!"52#),%@"+03"%()"4$,*$2%".6"
(+4420)**K!"-(."3)620)*"+03"*4)/262)*"%()"JA..3K"+03"%()"J#+3K!"
%()"J,2A(%K"+03"%()"J-,.0AK!"%()"M$*%K"+03"%()"J$0M$*%KT"'()"4).45)&"
Y'()@F8)"#))0"J45+@20A"C.3K"+03"3.20A"%(+%"*20/)"%()"C+,3)0".6"
X3)0&Z"E03"%()"?+M.,2%@".6"%()*)"4).45)"+,)"0.%"C.3F*"4).45)!"0.,"
+,)"%()@"4+,%2/$5+,5@"20%),)*%)3"20"C.3F*"%(.$A(%*"+03"-+@*&"I$%"
)8)0"C.3F*"4).45)"-255".6%)0"(+8)"3266),)0%"20%),4,)%+%2.0*".6"
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JA..3K"+03"J#+3K"9"3)4)0320A".0"%()2,"4+,%2/$5+,"?+%),2+5"+03"
620+0/2+5"*%+%2.0"20"526)&""
"
U)%F*"-+5B"%(,.$A("M$*%".0)")1+?45)"9"L)+5%("7+,)S""
E"-)55O)3$/+%)3!"(2A(O)+,020A"7(,2*%2+0"-(."(+*"*+820A*"/+0"
+66.,3"(2*".-0"()+5%("/+,)"-()0"()"A)%*"*2/B&"E"0.%O*.O-)55O
)3$/+%)3!"0.%O*.O(2A(O)+,020A"7(,2*%2+0"52820A"4+@/()/B"%."
4+@/()/B"?+@"0.%"#)"+#5)"%."+66.,3"(2*".-0"()+5%("/+,)"-()0"()"
A)%*"*2/B&"E//.,320A"%."C.3F*"%(.$A(%*"+03"-+@*!"%()"#2.5.A2/+5"
6+?25@"+03"%()"*42,2%$+5"6+?25@"*(.$53"()54".$%"20"%(2*"/+*)&"I$%"
-(+%"+#.$%"#)52)8),*"20"2?4.8),2*()3"0+%2.0*"-(),)"%()2,"
#2.5.A2/+5"6+?252)*"+03"*42,2%$+5"6+?252)*"/+00.%"()54T#("""
"
E03"-(+%"+#.$%"+55"%(.*)"0.0O#)52)820A"4).45)T"D(+%"+,)"%()@"%."
3.T"U..B"%."%()2,"#2.5.A2/+5"6+?252)*"+03"*./2+5"/5$#*"Y-(2/("+,)0F%"
.4),+%20A"+//.,320A"%."C.3F*"3)*2A0"20"+0@"/+*)ZT"\,.#+#5@"0.%&"
D()0"%()"4.52%2/+5"4+,%2)*"+,)".66),20A"J6,))K$*"()+5%("/+,)"20"

 
49 Actually, this is a good example of how the Church could fulfill “doing good to all people, 
especially to those who are of the household of the faith”. (Galatians 6:10) Throughout much of 
its history, the Church worked to meet the needs of the poor and oppressed; but this calling has 
now been abdicated to secular governments. 
50 Actually, nothing is “free” – some segment of taxpayers is paying for it, while the benefits are 
being enjoyed by others whose votes have been won because of the “free” stuff. 
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)1/(+0A)"6.,"8.%)*"Y+03"/.0%,.5Z!"0.0O#)52)8),*"-255"0+%$,+55@"A."
J%()"-+@".6"%()"-.,53K&""
 
I$%"%(2*"2*0F%"+#.$%"%()"0.0O#)52)8),!"2%F*"+#.$%"%()"#)52)8),&"L.-"
3.)*"%()"#)52)8),"/.03$/%"(2?*)56"20"%(2*"6+55)0"-.,53"*@*%)?!"
4+,%2/$5+,5@"-()0"()"2*"+"#)52)8),"-(."2*"0.%"203)4)03)0%5@"
-)+5%(@T"""
"
What – on THIS Earth – is the Kingdom of God? 
"
V4)+B20A".6"J+"02/)"526)K"O"D(+%"*(.$53"#)"%()"#)52)8),F*"

JB20A3.?")14)/%+%2.0K"=;"'L:V"XE['L"9"0.%"20"%()"J+A)"%."

/.?)K!"0)-"()+8)0*"+03")+,%("9"#$%"dc[:;C"'L:V"ECXT"

"
:*"2%"4.**2#5)"%(+%"-)"+,)"0.%".0"J'()"[.+3"%."V),63.?K!"+*"
>,2)3,2/("L+@)B$)"-+,0)3!"#$%",+%(),"+,)"+5,)+3@"52820A"20"+"
*),63.?"-(2/("2*"20)*/+4+#5)T":*"2%"/.,,)/%"6.,"+"#)52)8),"%."%(20B"
%(+%"()"/.$53")14)/%"%."*))"%()"R20A3.?".6"L)+8)0"20"%(2*"6+55)0"

 
51 Friedrich Hayek was an Austrian economist, philosopher, and founding member of The Mises 
Institute who wrote “The Road to Serfdom” in 1944. A .pdf download of a 1945 condensed 
version of the book is available at: 
http://iea.org.uk/sites/default/files/publications/files/upldbook43pdf.pdf  
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-.,53"*@*%)?"%."-(2/("()"2*"0.%"=>!"#$%"2*"0)8),O%()O5)**":;T$!""
>.,")1+?45)S"D(@"3.)*"%()";)-"')*%+?)0%"0.%"/.03)?0"
*5+8),@T"E03"+A+20S"D(@"323"_)*$*"*+@!"“The poor you will 

always have with you”$"T":*"2%"4.**2#5)!"%(+%"20"%(2*"+A)!"52B)"
4(@*2/+5"*2/B0)**"+03"3)+%(!"*.?)"6.,?"+03"?)+*$,)".6"

4(@*2/+5")0*5+8)?)0%"2*"*.?)%(20A"%(+%"/+00.%"#)"%.%+55@"

+8.23)3T":"+?",)6),,20A"%."+0")0*5+8)?)0%"-(2/("2*!"@)*!"*42,2%$+5!"
#$%"EUV="4(@*2/+5"O"M$*%"+*!"20"%(2*"+A)!")%),0+5"526)"(+*"#))0"5.*%!"
#.%("*42,2%$+55@"+03"4(@*2/+55@"9"-)"+55"+,)"J+44.20%)3"%."32)K&$#":*"
%.%+5"6,))3.?"6,.?"+0@"6.,?".,"?)+*$,)".6")0*5+8)?)0%")8)0"

4.**2#5)"20"%(2*"+A)T"""

"
D(."/+0"+66.,3"%."#)"6,))".6")0*5+8)?)0%T"'()"?.,)"-)"4.**)**!"
%()"A,)+%),"?)+*$,)".6"*)56O,)52+0/)"+03"6,))3.?"-)"/+0"
?+20%+20&"I$%!"2*"+0@.0)"fggi"6,))".6"*.?)"?)+*$,)".6"
)0*5+8)?)0%T"=$,"A.+5"?+@"#)"fggi"*)56O*$662/2)0/@&"I$%!"
+/%$+55@!";="=;X"2*"%.%+55@"*)56O*$662/2)0%&"I)52)8),*!"+//.,320A"%."
%()"?)+*$,)".6"%()2,"6+2%(!"/+0"#)"3)4)03)0%".0"C.3!",+%(),"%(+0"
+0@")+,%(5@"*@*%)?".6"4,.82*2.0&"=6"/.$,*)!"0.0O#)52)8),*"+,)"0.%"

 
52 This misconception, held by Christian Postmillennialists and Reconstructionists, is the direct 
result of a misunderstanding – or lack of understanding – of the nature of the Kingdom of 
Heaven.  
53 Matthew 26:11; Mark 14:7; John 12:8. 
54 Hebrews 9:17; Ecclesiastes 3:2 
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)8)0".4)0"%."%(+%"23)+&"I$%"6.,"%(.*)"-(."#)52)8)!"C.3"/+0"*$445@"
*$4),0+%$,+55@!")8)0"%(.$A(!"8),@",+,)5@"-255"L)"4,.823)"*.?)%(20A"
6,.?"0.%(20A&"L)"+5?.*%"+5-+@*"4,.823)*"%(,.$A("*.?).0)&"L)"
(+*"2032/+%)3"%(+%"L)"/.0*23),*"2%",2A(%).$*"%(+%"%()"#2.5.A2/+5"
6+?25@"+03"%()"*42,2%$+5"6+?25@"#)"%()"J*.?)".0)*K"%."4,.823)"6.,"
%(.*)"20"?+%),2+5"0))3&"I$%"2*0F%"%(),)"*.?)"?)+*$,)".6"
+//.$0%+#252%@".-)3"20",)%$,0"%."%(.*)"-(."?))%".$,"0))3*"9"*$/("
+*S"JD)"(+8)"+",2A(%"%."(+8)"*.?)"*+@"20"(.-"@.$"*4)03"%()"
?.0)@"-)"+,)"A2820A"@.$"9"2%F*"/+55)3"WA..3"*%)-+,3*(24FK&":*0F%"
%(2*"JN$23"4,."N$.K"+,,+0A)?)0%"O"JD)"-255"3."%(2*"6.,"@.$!"26"@.$"
-255"3."%(+%"20",)%$,0K"O"+B20"%."%()"4,20/245)".6"*),63.?"20"-(2/("%()"
*),6"?$*%"+0*-),"%."%()"5.,3"6.,"%()"#)0)62%*".6"*$*%)0+0/)"+03"
4,.%)/%2.0"()",)/)28)*"6,.?"%()"5.,3T$$"E03!"-(+%"26"%()"#2.5.A2/+5"
6+?25@"+03"*42,2%$+5"6+?25@"/+00.%"()54!"#)/+$*)"%()@"+,)"+5*."
0))3@"9"+*"20"2?4.8),2*()3"0+%2.0*T":0"6+/%!"%(),)"+,)"45+/)*".0"
)+,%("-(),)"7(,2*%2+0*"/+00.%")8)0"5..B"%."($?+0"A.8),0?)0%"%."
?))%"%()2,"0))3!"-(),)+*"(),)"20"%()"cVE!"U2#),%+,2+0*!"+03"%."+"
5)**),")1%)0%"7.0*),8+%28)*!"/+0"+66.,3"%.",)*2*%"%()"23)+&"L),)"20"
%()"cVE!"?+0@"4).45)"/+0"+66.,3"%."#)"4(25.*.4(2/+5"+#.$%"-(."

 
55 Serfs worked for the lord of the manor; and the lord gave them a plot of land, food and 
protection. The serfs were not free because they were bound to the land they lived on and could 
not move away. If the owner of a manor sold the land, the serfs remained, and had to answer to 
the new lord of the manor. 
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%()@"-.$53"4,)6),"%."?))%"%()2,"0))3*"+03"(.-"%()@"-.$53"4,)6),"
%."(+8)"%()2,"0))3*"?)%&"I$%"*.?)"4).45)"20"%()"cVE"3."0.%"(+8)"
%(.*)".4%2.0*&"E03"?+0@!"?+0@"4).45)".0")+,%("3."0.%"(+8)"
%(.*)".4%2.0*&"V.!"20"%(+%"/+*)!"-.$53",)/)2820A"/(+,2%@"6,.?"%()"
A.8),0?)0%"#)"J$0,2A(%).$*KT"=#82.$*5@!"2%"2*"+"%,+3)O.66"6.,"*.?)"
?)+*$,)".6"4),*.0+5"6,))3.?<"+03".0)"/.$53"+3.4%"%()"?.%%.".6"
;)-"L+?4*(2,)S"JC28)"?)"6,))3.?".,"A28)"?)"3)+%(&K"I$%"-.$53"
2%"#)"J$0,2A(%).$*K"20"%()"*2A(%".6"C.3!"26".0)"3.)*",)/)28)"+23"
6,.?"($?+0"A.8),0?)0%T"

"
:6".0)"2*"20"%(+%"0))3@"4.*2%2.0"9"+03")8),@.0)"2*"%.".0)"3)A,))".,"
+0.%(),"O"%()0"%(+%"-255"(+8)"?$/("%."3."+#.$%"(.-"-)"8.%)!"-(."
-)"8.%)"6.,!"-(+%"-)"8.%)"6.,!"+03"-(+%"-)"(.4)"+,)"%()",)*$5%*".6"
.$,"8.%20A&":0"%(2*"*)0*)!"8),@!"8),@"6)-"4).45)"+,)"fggi"
4(25.*.4(2/+5"20"%()2,"8.%20A&"XPX[Q=;X"2*"(2A(5@"2065$)0/)3"20"
%()2,"8.%20A"#@"%()2,"4+,%2/$5+,"?+%),2+5"+03"620+0/2+5"*%+%2.0"20"

526)&">.,"%()"0.0O#)52)8),!"2%"2*"+"0.0O2**$)!"?.,+55@&"I$%"6.,"%()"
#)52)8),!"2*"%(2*"(+820A"J52%%5)"6+2%(K$%T"E03!"2*"%(2*"#)20A"J.6"52%%5)"
6+2%(J"/.0*23),)3"$06+2%(6$50)**"20"%()"*2A(%".6"C.3$&T""
"

 
56 Matthew 6:30; 16:8 
57 Luke 18:8; Romans 14:23; Cf. Hebrews 3:7-4:11 
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E03"-(+%"+#.$%"?)T":6":"-),)"J(+,3"4,)**)3K!"-.$53":"/.0%20$)"
5..B20A"%."C.3"+*"?@"\,.823),T"D.$53":"%,$*%"L2?"%."4,.823)"
)2%(),"%(,.$A("?@"#2.5.A2/+5"6+?25@"+03^.,"?@"*42,2%$+5"6+?25@T"E03"
26"%(+%"2*0F%"(+44)020AT"D.$53":"*)%"+*23)"?@"?.,+5"/.082/%2.0*"
+03"+//)4%"A.8),0?)0%"(+03O.$%*!")8)0"B0.-20A":"+?"%,+320A"20"
?@"6,))3.?*"20"*.?)"?)+*$,)T":"%(20B"%(),)"+,)"+"5.%".6"8+,2+#5)*"
-(2/("-.$53"62A$,)"20%."?@"/(.2/)".6"#)(+82.,&":"B0.-"%(+%"J*)%%20A"
+*23)"?@"?.,+5"/.082/%2.0*K"/.$53";='"#)"+3.4%)3"+*"+";)-"
7.8)0+0%"4,)*/,24%2.0!"#$%"%(),)"2*"%()"/+*)"20"V/,24%$,)"-(),)"
C.3"%.53"L2*"4).45)"%."9"+03")0+#5)3"L2*"4).45)"%."O"J45$03),"%()"
XA@4%2+0*K!"+55.-20A"L2*"4).45)"%."JA)%"6,))"*%$66"6,.?"%()"V%+%)K!"
+*"L)"3)528),)3"L2*"4).45)".$%".6"%()"*5+8),@"+03".44,)**2.0".6"
%()"D.,53"*@*%)?&$'"""
"
I$%!"20"+0@"/+*)!":"%(20B"2%"%,$)"%."*+@"%(+%".$,"8.%)"2*"(2A(5@"
2065$)0/)3"#@".$,"4+,%2/$5+,"?+%),2+5"+03"620+0/2+5"*%+%2.0"20"526)"
O"-()%(),"-)"+,)"-.,B20A".,",)%2,)3!"(+8)"*.$A(%O+6%),"M.#*"*B255*"
.,"0.%!"(+8)"(2A(),")3$/+%2.0"3)A,))*".,"0.%!"(+8)"+"(2A(")+,020A"
4.%)0%2+5".,"0.%!")%/&"D)"-+0%"%()"4.52/2)*"+03"4,.A,+?*"-(2/("-255"
+66.,3".$,*)58)*"+03".$,"5.8)3".0)*"+"J02/)"526)K&"'(2*"2*"%()"
$03),420020A".6"-(+%"(+*"#)/.?)"(2A(5@O3)8)5.4)3"J:3)0%2%@"

 
58 Cf. Exodus 3:21-22 
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\.52%2/*K&"'()"4.52%2/+5"4+,%2)*F"4,+/%2/)".6"J#$@20A".6"8.%)*K"82+"
/+?4+2A0"4,.?2*)*"2*"3)*42/+#5)<"#$%"8.%20A"%(+%"-(2/("4,.?2*)*"
%."?))%"@.$,"#+*2/"0))3*"O"+03"%(.*)".6"@.$,"5.8)3".0)*"9"2*".05@"
0+%$,+5&"=6"/.$,*)!"%()"+$%()0%2/"32*/245)".6"7(,2*%"2*"
“(continually) seeking first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness”"#)/+$*)"()"#)52)8)*"%(+%"“his Heavenly Father 
know that we need all these things”.59"
"
E3?2%%)35@!"%(),)"+,)"/),%+20"6.,?*".6"($?+0"A.8),0?)0%"+03"
/),%+20"A)0,)*".6"4.52%2/+5"4(25.*.4(2)*!"4.52/2)*"+03"4,.A,+?*"
-(2/("#)%%),"+55.-"%()"7(,2*%2+0"%."5..B"%."C.3!"20"6+2%(!"6.,"L2*"
6+2%(6$5"4,.82*2.0"9"20"%()"/.0%)1%".6"4),*.0+5"6,))3.?"+03"
,)*4.0*2#252%@"6.,".$,".-0"528)*&"E03"*.!"-)"/+0"8.%)"+//.,320A5@&"
Ic'"9":"?+20%+20"%(+%"-(+%)8),"6.,?".6"A.8),0?)0%!"+03"-(+%)8),"
4(25.*.4(2)*!"4.52/2)*"+03"4,.A,+?*"-)"+52A0".$,*)58)*"-2%("
%(,.$A(".$,"8.%)"9"-)"-255"*%255"#)"+52A020A".$,*)58)*"-2%("?+0@"
.%(),"%(20A*"-(2/("+,)"$0#2#52/+5"+03"2??.,+5!"#)/+$*)"0."($?+0"
A.8),0?)0%!"20"5)A2*5+%20A"4.52/2)*".,"2?45)?)0%20A"4,.A,+?*!"2*"
/+4+#5)".6"%()",2A(%).$*"4),6)/%2.0".6"C.3&"E03"+A+20"9"/(..*20A"
J%()"5)**),".6"%-.")825*K"2*";='"%()"?203".6"7(,2*%!"0.,"%()"
,2A(%).$*0)**".6"C.3&"""

 
59 Matthew 6:32-33. Cf. vv. 31-34. 
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:"%(20B"4,+@20A"-255"+//.?452*("?.,)"%(+0"8.%20A&"I$%!"26"-)"
3)/23)"%(+%"8.%20A"2*"0.%"2??.,+5!"-)"/+0"3."#.%(&"
 
Romans 14 
"
=0)"+332%2.0+5"%(.$A(%"-2%(",)A+,3*"%."%()"N$)*%2.0".6"%()"?.,+52%@"
.6"8.%20AS":"%(20B"2%"2*"N$2%)"4.**2#5)"%(+%"%()"#2#52/+5"4,20/245)".6"
J7.0*/2)0/)K"?$*%"#)"/.0*23),)3S"
“Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master 
he stands or falls; and he will stand for the Lord is able to make 
him stand…. The faith which you have, have as your own 
conviction before God. Happy is he who does not condemn 
himself in what he approves.”%*"""
"
\.**2#5@!"20"%()")03"9".,"+%"5)+*%"20"A28)0"/2,/$?*%+0/)*"9"%()"

N$)*%2.0".6"%()"?.,+52%@".6"8.%20A"2*"+"?+%%),".6"J/.0*/2)0/)K"

+03".0)F*"J.-0"/.082/%2.0"#)6.,)"C.3K&"""""""""""""

"
"

 

 
60 Romans 14:4 & 22 
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Some Personal Conclusions 
"
:"#)52)8)"C.3"3.)* “change the times and the epochs; and remove 
kings and establish kings; and give wisdom to wise men and 
knowledge to men of understanding”&%)"E5.0A"-2%("%(2*!":"+5*."
#)52)8)"“God is at work in all things and causes all things to work 
together for good to those who love God, to those who are called 
according to His purpose”!%!"#)+,20A"20"?203!"%(+%"JA..3"4$,4.*)K"
2*"“to become conformed to the image of His Son”%""9"0.%"
0)/)**+,25@"%(+%"@.$"-255"(+8)"+"J02/)K"526)&""
"
>.,"?.,)"%(+0"jg"@)+,*!":"(+8)"0)8),"8.%)3"6.,")2%(),".6"%()"%-."
?+M.,"4.52%2/+5"4+,%2)*"20"E?),2/+&"I$%!":F?"A.20A"%."4,+@"O"+03"
?+@#)"8.%)"6.,"9"+"4+,%2/$5+,"4.52%2/+5"4(25.*.4(@"-(2/("2*"
,)4,)*)0%)3"#@"+0"203)4)03)0%"4+,%@"-(2/(":"%(20B"2*"4$%%20A"6.,%("
+"4+,%2/$5+,"45+%6.,?!"-(2/(":"%(20B"?2A(%"-.,B"%.-+,3*"4,.82320A"
“a calm, tranquil, undisturbed quiet, peaceful physical life in 
godliness and honor”"#@"4,.%)/%20A"%(.*)"-(."3."A..3"+03"
4$02*(20A")825"3.),*&"Q)%!":"-255"0.%"(+8)"6+2%("20"%(+%"4,./)**&":%F*"

 
61 Daniel 2:21a. It is interesting to note how God accomplishes this: “He gives wisdom to wise 
men and knowledge to men of understanding” (v. 21b) and “reveals the profound and hidden 
things – in the darkness”. (v. 22) 
62 Romans 8:28 
63 Romans 8:29 
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%()"B20A3.?".6"%()"D.,53"+03"2%F*"+"6+55)0".0)"+%"%(+%&":%"2*"0.%"%()"
R20A3.?".6"L)+8)0&":%F*"+"/.,,$4%"*@*%)?",$5)3"#@"4.-),*".6"
3+,B0)**"+03"+3?202*%,+%)3"#@"6+55)0"4).45)&"C.3":V"208.58)3!"0.%"
6.,"%()"*.5)"4$,4.*)".6"?+B20A"?@"526)"J02/)K!"#$%"6.,"L2*"R20A3.?"
4$,4.*)*!"-(2/("L)"2*"+//.?452*(20A"20"-+@*"%(+%"+,)"(2A(),"%(+0"
?@"-+@*&%#""
"
:"*+23"J?+@#)K":F55"8.%)&":",)+52b)"J?+@#)K"2*"0.%"+"8),@"J/.0/5$*28)K"
-.,3&":"+5*.",)+52b)"%(+%"26"%()",)+3),"-),)"5..B20A"6.,"+"
J/.0/5$*28)K"+0*-),"%."%()"N$)*%2.0"J:*"8.%20A"?.,+5".,"2??.,+5TK!"
()".,"*()"2*"?.*%"52B)5@"*%255"5..B20A"6.,"%(+%"+0*-),&":"#)52)8)"%()"
#)*%":"(+8)"%.".66),"?@*)56".,"+0@.0)")5*)"2*"%(2*S"'()"N$)*%2.0".6"
%()"?.,+52%@".6"8.%20A"2*"+"?+%%),".6"J/.0*/2)0/)K"+03".0)F*"J.-0"
/.082/%2.0"#)6.,)"C.3K&%$"L.-)8),!",)A+,320A"%(2*"2**$)".6"%()"
?.,+52%@".6"8.%20A!":"(+8)"4),*.0+55@"6.$03"+55"?@"J,)+*.020A*K"
0)/)**+,@!"+03"%(),)6.,)"#)0)62/2+5&":"/+0".05@"(.4)"%()@"-),)"6.,"
%()",)+3),"+5*.&"
"
I$%!"+6%),"-,2%20A"+55".6"?@"J,)+*.020A*K!":"*%255"(+8)"*.?)%(20A"20"
?@"*42,2%!"-(2/(":"%,$5@"#)52)8)"-+*"45+/)3"%(),)"#@"%()"L.5@"V42,2%&"

 
64 Isaiah 55:8-9 
65 Cf. Romans 14:4 & 22 
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:0"f"'2?.%(@"GSf!"%()"+4.*%5)"\+$5"-,.%)"%(2*"4(,+*)S"“Now the 

Spirit expressly says that in latter times ….”%%"L)"%()0"A.)*".0"%."
/.??$02/+%)"*.?)%(20A"()"#)52)8)3"%()"V42,2%"J*+23K"%."(2?&"E*":"
/.0*$5%)3"8+,2.$*"/.??)0%+,2)*!":"6.$03"%(+%!"203))3!"-(+%"\+$5"
*(+,)3"-+*"0.%"V42,2%O20*42,)3"-.,3*"6,.?"%()"L)#,)-"*/,24%$,)*!"
#$%"*.?)%(20A"%()"L.5@"V42,2%"-+*"*+@20A"6.,"%(+%"+44.20%)3"%2?)&%&""
'."4$%"2%"+0.%(),"-+@"O"()"*(+,)3"+"J4,.4()%2/"-.,3K&%'"
'().5.A2+0!"D+@0)"C,$3)?!".66),*"+"4(,+*)"-(2/(":"52B)"6.,"%()"
3)*/,24%2.0".6"+"J4,.4()%2/"-.,3KS"JV.?)%(20A"-(2/("C.3"#,20A*"%."
?203K&":F3"52B)"%."*(+,)"J*.?)%(20A"-(2/("C.3"#,.$A(%"%."?203K"9"+"
4,.4()%2/"-.,3!"-(2/("20"+55"(.0)*%@!"(+*"?.,)"*2A0262/+0/)"6.,"?)"
%(+0"+55".6"?@"4,)82.$*",)+*.020A*&"""""""

 
66 NKJV 
67 Cf. 1 Corinthians 14:1-25. The discussion of the spiritual gift of prophecy is lengthy and multi-
faceted. Suffice to say here that I am not a dispensationalist, nor a cessationist – I believe the gift 
of prophecy has NOT “passed away”. I have made a very brief “defense” of the gift in my essay, 
“Discipleship & The Equipping Ministries”. Beyond that, I think my view of the gift of 
prophecy would be in agreement with that which is set forth by Wayne Grudem in his book, 
“The Gift of Prophecy in the New Testament and Today”, which I would recommend for an in-
depth treatment of the subject. 
68 Prophetic words may be, but are not always, regarding the future. One aspect of a prophetic 
word is that it is pronounced to particular people at a particular time – it is a “now” word.  
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Postscript 
A Prophetic Word 

"
E%"%(2*"-,2%20A!"+"52%%5)".8),"Gg"@)+,*"+A.!"-(25)",)+320A"%()"
V/,24%$,)*!":"(+3"+"8),@"#,2)6"82*2.0%(S"'()"J/+08+*K"-+*")0%2,)5@"
#5+/B&"'()0".$%".6"%()"#5+/B0)**!"#,2A(%"*4)/*"M$?4)3"20%."%()"
/)0%),".6"%()"42/%$,)&"'(2*"/.0%20$)3"$0%25"%()"/)0%),"(+3"A,.-0"
20%."+"#,2A(%"A.53)0"*4(),)&"'()"$03),*%+0320A"%(+%"2??)32+%)5@"
/+?)"%."?)"-+*"%(2*S":0"J5+%%),"%2?)K!"4).45)"-.$53"#)"JM$?420AK"
.$%".6"%()"-.,53"20%."%()"L.$*)(.53"YR20A3.?Z".6"C.3&"'(2*"82*2.0"
%..B"45+/)"M$*%"#)6.,)".,"M$*%"+6%),",)+320A"_$3)"fS`a&"""
"
[)/)0%5@!"%()"*+?)"8),*)"O"_$3)"fS`a"O"(+*"#))0"45+/)3".0"?@"
()+,%"+03"?203!"+5.0A"-2%("+0"20*%,$/%2.0".,"32,)/%2.0"6,.?"%()"
L.5@"V42,2%!"-(2/(":F3"52B)"%."*(+,)&"L),)"2*"%()"8),*)"20"%()";)-"
E?),2/+0"V%+03+,3"I2#5)S"""
“Save others, snatching them out of the fire, hating even the 
garment polluted by the flesh.”70"
 

"

 
69 For those who would ask: I cannot remember if my eyes were open or closed. 
70 The phrase, “and on some have mercy with fear”, appears already in verse 23; and does not 
appear in verse 23 in the Septuagint.  
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L),)"2%"2*"20"%()"E4.*%.52/"I2#5)"\.5@A5.%S"
“And some  with  fear,  deliver  from the fire  by seizing!  Detesting  
even the [3by 4the 5flesh 2being stained  1inner garment].  ”"
 

]@"-.,B20A"%,+0*5+%2.0S"
“And some, save (or deliver) by seizing (or snatching) them out of 
the fire, detesting (disdaining or hating) even the garment that 
has been polluted by the flesh (or fallen human nature).”  
"
The Spiritual Context is This:  
"
'()"D.,53"2*"J.0"62,)K"9"%()"4.52%2/+5"*4(),)"2*",2335)3"-2%("J62,)*K"
/.0%20$+55@"*4,20A20A"$4"+55".8),"%()"D.,53&"L$?+0"A.8),0?)0%*"
+,)"/.0*%+0%5@"-.,B20A"%."J4$%".$%"%()"62,)*K".6"*./2+5"2**$)*"+03"
4.52%2/+5"$0,)*%!"#$%"%(),)"-255"#)"0.")03"%."%()*)"J62,)*K&"E%"%()"
*+?)"%2?)!"7(,2*%2+0*"(+8)"#)/.?)"?.,)"+03"?.,)":;P=UPXd"
%,@20A"%."+33,)**"%()*)"J62,)*K"9"%()"255*".6"6+55)0"L$?+02%@&"
7.0%,+,@"%."%()"J*42,2%$+5"-)+4.0*K"$*)3"#@"%()"+4.*%5)"\+$5&)!"
7(,2*%2+0*"+,)"4,)3.?20+%)5@"+03"20/,)+*20A5@"+52A020A"
%()?*)58)*"-2%("8+,2.$*"4.52%2/+5"4),*.0+52%2)*!"4+,%2)*!"4.52/2)*"
+03"4,.A,+?*"20"+0")66.,%"%."+33,)**"%()*)"W62,)*K&""""
"

 
71 2 Corinthians 10:3-6 
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The Instruction of the Spirit is This:  
"
'(),)"/+0"#)"0."J6)55.-*(24K"9"0."4+,%0),*(24"9"-2%("52A(%"+03"
3+,B0)**&&!"=$,":;P=UPX]X;'"2*"%."#)"-2%("%()"R20A3.?".6"C.3"
9";='"%()"D.,53"*@*%)?&"R0.-"%(2*S"'()"D.,53"*@*%)?"2*";='"
A.20A"%."#)"J,)3))?)3K!"#$%",+%(),"#$,0)3"$4"20"%()"62,)".6"C.3&&"""
:%"2*";='"C.3F*"+A)03+"%."%,+0*6.,?"%()"D.,53"*@*%)?"20%."%()"
R20A3.?".6"C.3&":%":V"C.3F*"+A)03+"%."(+8)"%()"7($,/("-2%0)**"
%."+03"#)"+"-2%0)**"%."9"%(+%"2*!"J%."?+B)"B0.-0K"9"%()"R20A3.?".6"
C.3"+*"+0"EU'X[;E'X"V=7:X'Q"9"+"52A(%"20"%()"?23*%".6"%()"
3+,B0)**&&#"""
"
"
"

 
72 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 
73 Cf. 2 Peter 3:7-13 This “fire” is understood to be both the judgment of God and a reaping of 
what has been sown in the fallen World system. I am aware of the controversy regarding the 
alternate translation of the end of v. 10: "… and its works will be discovered" instead of "… and 
its works will be burned up." Since only two out of many manuscripts suggest this reading, and 
since this reading is quite inconsistent and therefore very problematic to the meaning of the 
passage, like the majority of Greek scholars, I do not see the necessity for over-spiritualizing the 
passage to mean that there will be a "renewed" earth instead of a literal "new" earth. 
74 Cf. Matthew 24:14; 28:18-20; Ephesians 3:10. I have developed this theme in other essays 
like, “Concerning Gathering”. But one can just survey the scriptures for a testimony to God’s 
agenda in this fallen creation: e.g. In messianic prophecies: Isaiah 42:6; 49:6; 60:1-3; In the life 
of Christ: John 1:1-51; 3:19-21; 8:12; 9:12; Through the Ekklesia: Matthew 5:14-16; Acts 26:18; 
2 Corinthians 4:6; Ephesians 3:10; 5:8-14; Philippians 2:15; Colossians 1:13; 1 Thessalonians 
5:5; 1 Peter 2:9; 1 John 1:5; 2:8-11.      
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The Spiritual Direction for Those Who Belong to Christ75 is This:  
"
>2,*%5@!"7=]X"=c'&%!"+03"V'=\":;P=UPX]X;'"-2%("%()"D.,53"
*@*%)?"9"-2%("+"()+5%(@"6)+,"+03"32*3+20".6"2%*"*42,2%$+5"4.55$%2.0&"
V)/.035@!"+52A020A".$,*)58)*"+03".$,")0),A2)*"-2%("C.3F*"
+A)03+!""4,)+/("%()"C.*4)5".6"%()"R20A3.?!"?+B)"d2*/245)*".6"
%()"R20A3.?!"#)"+"/.55)/%28)"-2%0)**".6"%()"R20A3.?".6"L)+8)0!"
+03"%($*"VEPX"V=]X"9"*)2b20A"Y.,"*0+%/(20AZ"%()?".$%".6"%()"62,)"
%(,.$A("%()"4.-),".6"%()"D.,3&&"+03"%()"V42,2%&'".6"C.3&"E03"
%(2,35@!"2?452)3"20"_$3)"fS`a"2*"%(+%".$,"6./$*"+*"%()"4).45)".6"C.3"
2*"%."#)"%()"#$25320A"$4".6"%()"XBB5)*2+"9";='"%,+0*6.,?20A"%()"
D.,53"*@*%)?&"E*"%()"D.,53"#$,0*!"V=]X"-255"+5*."7=]X"=c'".6"
%()"65+?)*"20%."%()"L.$*)(.53"YR20A3.?Z".6"C.3&"""
"
'(),)6.,)!"-)"+,)":;"%()"D.,53!"#$%"0.%"=>"%()"D.,53&"D)"+,)"
:;P=UPXd"-2%("J*.?)"*0+%/()3"6,.?"%()"62,)K!"#$%"0.%"%()"D.,53"
*@*%)?&"D)"#)5.0A"%."7(,2*%"9".$,"/2%2b)0*(24"2*"20"()+8)0&&("D)"
+,)"V.M.$,0),*"20"%(2*"D.,53"*@*%)?"9";='":;P=UPXd"20"2%*"

 
75 Cf. Romans 8:5-11 
76 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1  
77 Psalm 107:20; 119:89; Isaiah 40:8; 55:11; Jeremiah 23:29; Matthew 24:35; Acts 6:7; Romans 
1:16; 1 Corinthians 1:18; Revelation 12:11 
78 Zechariah 4:6; Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8; Romans 15:13 & 19; 2 Timothy 1:7 
79 Philippians 3:20 
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4.52%2/&":0"+"?+00),".6"*4)+B20A!"-)"/+0"#)"52B)0)3"%."+,)"
J7.0*/2)0%2.$*"=#M)/%.,*"%."\.52%2/*K"9"J\.52%2/+5"E%()2*%*K&""
"
:"#)52)8)"%(2*"4,.4()%2/"-.,3"2*"8),@"?$/("20"*@0/"-2%("%()"*),2)*"
.6"?)**+A)*":"-,.%)"M$*%"+"6)-"@)+,*"+A.S"JE"[)?0+0%"D255"
[)%$,0K&'*"'()"B)@"*/,24%$,)"4+**+A)"%(),)!":*+2+("k!"4.,%,+@*"
+0/2)0%":*,+)5"20"%()"*+?)"*2%$+%2.0"+*".$,*)58)*"%.3+@"9":;"%()"
D.,53!"I$%"0.%"=>"%()"D.,53&"E03"%()"6.55.-20A"8),*)*"A28)"C.3F*"
20*%,$/%2.0"%."L2*"4).45)"20"%(+%"*42,2%$+5"+03"4.52%2/+5")082,.0?)0%S""
“Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.  
And I will wait for the LORD who is hiding His face from the 
house of Jacob; I will even look eagerly for Him. Behold, I and 
the children whom the LORD has given me are for signs and 
wonders in Israel from the LORD of hosts, who dwells on 
Mount Zion.” Isaiah 8:16-18 

 
'(2*"82*2.0",)5+%)*"%."%(20A*"-(2/(":"(+8)"4$%"6.,%("20"?@")I..B*!"
JE"[)?0+0%"D255"[)%$,0K"+03"JE";)-"l"U2820A"D+@K&"I$%"2%"+5*."
*4)+B*".6"*.?)%(20A"?.,)!"-(2/(":"+?"0.%"@)%"4,)4+,)3"%."-,2%)"+%"
5)0A%("+#.$%&"V$662/)"%."*+@"(),)!":"*))"20"“Save others, snatching 
them out of the fire…: and “Bind up the testimony, seal the law 

 
80 For a complimentary copy of this series (and any other messages I’ve mentioned here) email: 
AtChristsTable@gmail.com This and other messages can be read, listened to, and downloaded 
online at: https://www.AtChristsTable.org   

http://www.atchriststable.org/
https://www.atchriststable.org/ebooks/a-remnant-will-return/
https://www.atchriststable.org/ebooks/a-new-living-way/
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among my disciples…” having *.?)%(20A"%."3."-2%("%()"
6.,?+%2.0".6"20%)0%2.0+5"R20A3.?"L.$*)(.53*"+03"7(,2*%2+0"

/.??$02%2)*!"5+,A)5@"6$0/%2.020A"203)4)03)0%".6"%()"D.,53"
*@*%)?"9"+5%),0+%)"*./2)%2)*"-(2/("J+,)"6.,"*2A0*"+03"-.03),*K"9"+"
-2%0)**".6"%()"R20A3.?".6"L)+8)0"20"+"4.*%O7(,2*%2+0"-.,53&""""
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Addendum"
A little more in-depth description  

of the governing forces of the world in which we live … 
 

The Father of Darkness 
 

'(),)"2*"%()"J>+%(),".6"U2A(%*K')"+03"%()"J>+%(),".6"d+,B0)**K&""
'()".0)"-(.?"-)"/.$53"/+55"%()"J6+%(),K".6"%()"4.-),*".6"
3+,B0)**"2*"V+%+0!"'()"E38),*+,@"O"%()"X0)?@".6"#.%("C.3"+03"
L$?+02%@!"%()"d)825!"%()"V),4)0%"20"%()"C+,3)0&'!""""
 

J:*+2+("HGSfm",)+3*S""
“Behold, I Myself have created the smith who blows the fire of 
coals and brings out a weapon for its work; and I have created the 
destroyer to ruin.”   
"
>,.?"%(2*"8),*)!"-)"/+0"206),"+"0$?#),".6"%(20A*",)A+,320A"V+%+0!"
-(2/("+,)"#.,0)".$%"#@".%(),"*/,24%$,)*&"">2,*%5@!"C.3"(+*"/,)+%)3"
V+%+0!"+03"%(+%"()"(+*"#))0"/,)+%)3"6.,"*4)/262/"4$,4.*)*"20"
C.3F*"3)+520A*"-2%("L$?+0B203"O"%(+%"2*!"C.3"$*)*"(2?"6.,"%()"
-.,B".6"%)*%20A"+03"4$,A20A!"+03"6.,"+38),*2%@!"/(+*%)020A"+03"
M$3A?)0%&""'(2*"2*"#.,0)".$%"20"%()"I..B".6"_.#!"%()")+,52)*%"#..B"

 
81 James 1:17-18 
82 Revelation 20:2-5 
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20"%()"I2#5)!"-(),)"-)"*))"C.3"+55.-20A"V+%+0"%."+6652/%"+03"%)*%"
_.#",)*$5%20A"20"C.3F*"3)*2,)3"A.+5"6.,"A..3"20"_.#F*"/(+,+/%),"
+03"526)&'"""'(),)"2*"+",)/$,,20A"*%+%)?)0%"#@"%()"U.,3"20"%()"I..B"
.6"_.#"-(2/(":"#)52)8)"2*"*2A0262/+0%S""
“Then the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your 
power, only do not put forth your hand on him.”84""E03"+A+20S"
“So the LORD said to Satan, “Behold, he is in your power, only 
spare his life.”85 ">,.?"%()*)"*%+%)?)0%*"-)"/+0"*))"%(+%"2%"2*"C.3"
D(."(+*"+55.-)3"V+%+0"%()"4.-),"%."+6652/%"L$?+0B203<"#$%"2%"2*"
*2A0262/+0%"%."0.%)"%(+%"62,*%5@!"C.3"(+*"A28)0"V+%+0".05@"52?2%)3"
4.-),<"+03"*)/.035@!"%()"4.-),"%."+6652/%")825"2*"20"V+%+0F*"(+03!"
0.%"C.3F*&""C.3"2*"+55"A..3&""“(God) Himself does not tempt 

anyone.”86 "V+%+0"2*"20",)#)552.0"+A+20*%"C.3!"+03"(2*"4$,4.*)*"
+,)"+38),*)"%."#.%("C.3"+03"$*&""I$%"C.3"-.,B*"6.,"A..3")8)0"
-2%(20"V+%+0F*")825"4$,4.*)*&'&!!X8)0"20"%()"?23*%".6"V+%+0F*"-.,B!"
C.3"2*"%)*%20A!",)62020A!"/(+*%)020A"+03"?+%$,20A"L2*"/(253,)0&""
'(),)"+,)"?+0@"V/,24%$,)*"-(2/("#)+,".$%"%(2*"%(.$A(%&''"""""""""""

 
83 Job 42; James 5:11 
84 Job 1:12 
85 Job 2:6 
86 James 1:12-17 
87 Romans 8:28 
88 Psalm 119:75; Proverbs 3:11-12; Job 5:17; Deuteronomy 8:5; 2 Samuel 7:14; Luke 22:31; 
Hebrews 2;10, 12:5-11; Revelation 3:19 
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_)*$*",)6),,)3"%."%()"d)825"+*"J+"?$,3),),K"+03"J%()">+%(),".6"
52)*K&'("":0"+33,)**20A"$0#)52)8),*!"_)*$*",)8)+5)3"%()"6.55.-20A"
,)A+,320A"V+%+0S"“You are of your father the devil, and you want 
to do the desires of your father.  He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no 
truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own 
nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”90"
"
'()"+4.*%5)"\+$5",)6),,)3"%."V+%+0"+*"#.%("“the prince of the 

power of the air”()"+03"“the god of this world” who “has blinded 
the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light 
of the gospel of the glory of Christ”.92"""
 

E5*.!"20",)6),)0/)"%."V+%+0!"%()"+4.*%5)"_.(0"%)55*"$*"%(+%"“the 

whole world lies under the power of the Evil One”&(""'()"52%),+5"
?)+020A".6"%()"C,))B"4(,+*)"%,+0*5+%)3"J52)*"$03),"%()"4.-),".6K"
*4)+B*".6"+"%,+0/)O52B)"4.-),"#)20A")1),%)3".8),"4).45)*F"?203*"
+03"528)*&"""
"

 
89 John 8:44 
90 John 8:44 
91 Ephesians 2:2  
92 2 Corinthians 4:4 
93 1 John 5:19 

http://www.atchriststable.org/


__________________________________________ 

IN the World but not OF the World 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2020) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org 

 

54 

'(),)"+,)"4+**+A)*"20"#.%(":*+2+("+03"Xb)B2)5"%(+%"(20%"+%"+"
45+$*2#5)"*4)/$5+%2.0"+*"%."%()".,2A20"+03"6+55".6"V+%+0&(#""I$%"-(+%"
2*"3)6202%)5@"/.??$02/+%)3"20"%()"V/,24%$,)*($"2*"0.%"*."?$/("+"
/5)+,"*/)0+,2.".6"-(+%"(+44)0)3"#$%"+"/5)+,"*2%$+%2.0".6"-(+%"2*"
-2%(",)A+,3*"%."%()"d)825!"%()">5)*("+03"%()"D.,53S""
"
>2,*%5@!"V+%+0"+03"(2*"+0A)5*"+,)"/,)+%)3"#)20A*"9"%(+%"2*!"/,)+%)3"
#@"C.3&(%""E%"*.?)"4.20%"#)6.,)"%()"/,)+%2.0".6"L$?+02%@!"V+%+0"
+03"(2*"+0A)5*"6)55"+-+@"6,.?"C.3!"#)/.?20A")*%,+0A)3"+03"
+0%+A.02*%2/!"*."%(+%"0.-"%(),)"-+*"0))3"%(+%"7(,2*%"*(.$53"
“disarm them, make a public spectacle of them and triumph over 
them through His cross.”97""""
"
V)/.035@!"+6%),"%()"?+%),2+5"/,)+%2.0!"%()"V),4)0%"%)?4%)3"E3+?"
+03"X8)!"+03"%(,.$A("%()2,"32*.#)32)0/)"%()@"6)55"20%."*20"O"%()"
*%+%)".6"-2556$5"203)4)03)0/)"6,.?"C.3"+03"%()",)*$5%20A"
*)4+,+%2.0"6,.?"C.3&""'()@"+#32/+%)3"%()"3.?202.0".8),"%()")+,%("
A28)0"%."%()?"#@"C.3"+03"6.,6)2%)3"2%".8),"%."V+%+0!"-(."-+*"0.-"
%()"A.3".6"%(2*"-.,53&""'()"/.0*)N$)0/)"-+*"%(+%"+55"L$?+02%@!"

 
94 Isaiah 14:12-15; Ezekiel 28:11-19 
95 Matthew 25:41; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 6; Revelation 12:9 
96 Colossians 1:16; John 1:3; Romans 8:38 
97 Colossians 2:14-15 

http://www.atchriststable.org/


__________________________________________ 

IN the World but not OF the World 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2020) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org 

 

55 

-(25)"?+20%+2020A"+"8)*%2A)".6"%()"2?+A)".6"C.3!")**)0%2+55@"
%,+3)3"%()"0+%$,)".6"C.3"6.,"%()"0+%$,)".6"V+%+0&('""""
"
'(2,35@!"($?+0"*./2)%@"+03"/$5%$,)!"-(2/("2*"%()"/,)+%2.0".6"
L$?+02%@"$03),"%()"4.-),".6"%()"X825"=0)!"3)8)5.4)3"+0".0A.20A"
*@*%)?"-(2/("A.8),0*"%()"+66+2,*".6"L$?+02%@"+//.,320A"%."%()"
0+%$,)".6"V+%+0!"“the god of this world”, “the prince of the power 
of the air”, “the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 
disobedience”. "'(2*"-.,53"*@*%)?!"-(2/("2*"+52)0+%)3"+03"
)*%,+0A)3"6,.?"C.3!".44,)**)*"2%*"4.4$5+/)&""L$?+02%@"2*"
*42,2%$+5"6.33),"6.,"%()"4.-),*"+03"4,20/24+52%2)*"-(2/("528)"
4+,+*2%2/+55@".66"%()"*20".6"%(.*)"$03),"%()2,"4.-),&"D)"0.-"0))3"
%."5..B"?.,)"/5.*)5@"+%"%()*)"\.-),*".6"d+,B0)**"+03"(.-"%()@"
-.,B"J#)(203"%()"*/)0)*K!"20"+03"%(,.$A("%()",$5),*".6"%(2*"-.,53&"""""""""""""""""

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
98 Genesis 3 
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The Sons of Disobedience  
&  

The Rulers of This World 
"
V.?)%(20A"-(2/("0))3*".$,"/.?4,)()0*28)"/.0*23),+%2.0!"#$%"
A.)*"#)@.03"%()"*/.4)".6"%(2*")**+@"%."3)+5"-2%("6$55@"2*"%()"6+/%"
%(+%"20"\*+5?"k`"-)"*))"%(+%"“God takes His stand in His own 

congregation; He judges in the midst of the rulers”.(("=%(),"
%,+0*5+%2.0*"(+8)"%()"8),*)",)+320A"%(2*"-+@S"“God stands in the 

congregation of the mighty; He judges among the gods.”100"E03!"
“God stands in the divine assembly; He administers judgment in 
the midst of the gods.”101"E5*.!"“God has taken his place in the 

divine council; in the midst of the gods he holds judgment.”102"'()"
L)#,)-"-.,3")5.(2?"+44)+,*"%-2/)"9"62,*%5@"20",)6),)0/)"%."'()"
',2$0)"C.3!"+03"%()0"+A+20"20",)6),)0/)"%."%()",$5),*"-(."+,)"
+5*."A.3*&)*"":0"(2*"#..B!"J'()"c0*))0"[)+5?KS"[)/.8),20A"%()"
V$4),0+%$,+5"D.,5382)-".6"%()"I2#5)!)*#"]2/(+)5"V&"L)2*),"3)+5*"
/.?4,)()0*28)5@"-2%("%()"23)+"%(+%"%(),)"2*"+"32820)"+**)?#5@"9"+"

 
99 Psalm 82:1 New American Standard Version  
100 New King James Version 
101 Lexham English Bible 
102 English Standard Version  
103 Also v. 6 
104 There is also a shortened version entitled, Supernatural: What the Bible Teaches about the 
Unseen World and Why It Matters.  
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32820)"/.$0*)5"9"-(2/("C.3"20%)03)3"%."#)"J$03),O,$5),*K".6"L2*"
/,)+%2.0"20"+//.,3+0/)"-2%("L2*"-255"9"+"J4.-),"*(+,20AK"*2%$+%2.0!"
26"@.$"-255&"I$%"*.?)".6"%()*)"*42,2%"#)20A*"*200)3"+03",)#)55)3!"
,)*$5%20A"20"%()2,">+55!"+03")14$5*2.0"6,.?"C.3F*"4,)*)0/)&"'()*)"
+,)"%(.*)"-(."+,)"23)0%262)3"20"%()";)-"')*%+?)0%"+*"J%()"\.-),*"
.6"d+,B0)**K&"
"
'()"+4.*%5)"\+$5")145+20*"%(+%".$,"U.,3"(+*"“rescued us from the 
domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His 
beloved Son”105!",)8)+520A"%(+%"%(),)"+,)"%-."*42,2%$+5"3.?+20*"O"
%()"JB20A3.?*".6"%(2*"-.,53K"+03"J%()"B20A3.?*".6".$,"U.,3!"+03".6"
L2*"7(,2*%K&)*%""'()*)"%-."3.?+20*"+,)"4.4$5+%)3"#@")2%(),"%()"
J*.0*".6"52A(%K)*&".,"%()"J*.0*".6"32*.#)32)0/)K&)*'--:0"32*%20A$2*(20A"
%()"%-."A,.$4*!"\+$5"-,.%)"%(2*S"“You formerly walked according 
to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of 
the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of 
disobedience.  Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts 
of our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the mind, 
and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.”109-""""

 
105 Colossians 1:13 
106 Revelation 11:15 
107 Luke 16:8; John 12:36; 1 Thessalonians 5:5; Ephesians 5:8 
108 Ephesians 2:2, 5:6 & 8; Colossians 3:6 
109 Ephesians 2:2-3 
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\+$5")145+20*"%(+%"%(),)"2*"+"J*42,2%K"9"*4)/262/+55@!"V+%+0F*"O"%(+%"J2*"
+%"-.,B"20"%()"*.0*".6"32*.#)32)0/)K"-(2/("A.8),0*"%(2*"4,)*)0%"
-.,53"*@*%)?"%(,.$A(")1),%20A"*42,2%$+5"2065$)0/)*".0"%()"?203*"
+03"528)*".6"L$?+02%@&))*"""
"
'(2*"?)+0*"%(+%"J%()"B20A3.?*".6"%(2*"-.,53K"+,)"2065$)0/)3"#@"
*42,2%$+5"6.,/)*&""].,)"*4)/262/+55@!"%()",$5),*"+03"A.8),0?)0%*".6"
%()")+,%("+,)"J$03),"%()"*-+@".6K"%()*)"*42,2%$+5"6.,/)*&""E*"_.(0"
(+3"*+23!"“The whole world lies under the power of the Evil 

One.”111 "D)"/+0"*))"+0")1+?45)".6"%(2*"20",)+320A"%()".4)020A"
8),*)*".6"\*+5?"`S"“Why do the nations conspire, and the peoples 
plot in vain?  The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers 
gather together against the Lord and against his Anointed One.”""
\+$5")145+20)3"%(+%"%(),)"+,)"“heavenly places, far above all rule 

and authority and power and dominion”.))!""E03"%(+%"“Our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 
places.”113 "'()"4.-),*".6"3+,B0)**"+,)"+%"-.,B"J#)(203"%()"
*/)0)*K!"20"+03"%(,.$A("%()",$5),*"+03"A.8),0?)0%*".6"%(2*"-.,53&""

 
110 Ephesians 2:2-3 
111 1 John 5:19 
112 Ephesians 1:20-21 
113 Ephesians 6:12 
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:0"%()"V/,24%$,)*!"-)".6%)0"*))"%()"4.-),*".6"3+,B0)**"#)20A"
23)0%262)3"-2%("9"?),A)3"%.A)%(),"-2%("O"%()",$5),*".6"%()")+,%(!"+03"
82/)"8),*+&""'(),)"+,)"4+**+A)*".6"V/,24%$,)!"-(2/("*.?)"
*4)/$5+%)"%."#)",)6),,20A"%."V+%+0"(2?*)56!"%(+%"+,)!"+%"%()"8),@"
5)+*%!"?+B20A",)6),)0/)"%.")825"*42,2%"#)20A*"9"+0A)52/"#)20A*!"-(25)"
+%"%()"*+?)"%2?)!"+,)"+33,)**20A")+,%(5@"B20A*&))#""""
"
=0)")1+?45)"2*"20":*+2+(S""
“Take up this taunt against the king of Babylon…. How you have 
fallen from heaven, O morning star, son of the dawn!  You have 
been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations!  
You said in your heart, “I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my 
throne above the stars of God; I will sit enthroned on the mount 
of assembly, on the utmost heights of the sacred mountain.  I will 
ascend above the tops of the clouds; I will make myself like the 
Most High.”115  
"
E03"20"Xb)B2)5S""
“Son of man, take up a lamentation over the king of Tyre and say 
to him, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD, “You had the seal of perfection, 
full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.  You were in Eden, the 
garden of God; every precious stone was your covering …. And 
the gold, the workmanship of your settings and sockets, was in 

 
114 Isaiah 14:4-23; Ezekiel 28:11-19 
115 Isaiah 14:4-23 
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you.  On the day that you were created they were prepared.  You 
were the anointed cherub (angel) who covers, and I placed you 
there.  You were on the holy mountain of God; you walked in the 
midst of the stones of fire.  You were blameless in your ways from 
the day you were created until unrighteousness was found in 
you.  By the abundance of your trade you were internally filled 
with violence, and you sinned; therefore, I have cast you as 
profane from the mountain of God.  And I have destroyed you, O 
covering cherub (angel), from the midst of the stones of fire.  Your 
heart was lifted up because of your beauty; you corrupted your 
wisdom by reason of your splendor.”116   
"
E5*.!"20"d+02)5S"""
“He said to me, “O Daniel, man of high esteem, understand the 
words that I am about to tell you and stand upright, for I have 
now been sent to you.” And when he had spoken this word to 
me, I stood up trembling.  Then he said to me, “Do not be afraid, 
Daniel, for from the first day that you set your heart on 
understanding this and on humbling yourself before your God, 
your words were heard, and I have come in response to your 
words.  But the prince of the kingdom of Persia was withstanding 
me for twenty-one days; then behold, Michael, one of the chief 
princes, came to help me, for I had been left there with the kings 
of Persia.  Now I have come to give you an understanding of 
what will happen to your people in the latter days, for the vision 
pertains to the days yet future.”117 

 
116 Ezekiel 28:11-19 
117 Daniel 10:11-14 
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'(2*"6+?252+,"4+**+A)"6,.?"%()"I..B".6"d+02)5))'"/5)+,5@"*(.-*"%()"
208.58)?)0%".6"+0A)52/"#)20A*"20"%()"+66+2,*".6"%()"A.8),0?)0%*".6"
-.,535@"B20A3.?*&""d+02)5!"+"L)#,)-"%+B)0"/+4%28)"+*"+"%))0+A),"
-()0"I+#@5.0"3)6)+%)3":*,+)5!"(+3".8),"%()"@)+,*"#)/.?)"8),@"
4,.?20)0%"20"%()"/.$,%".6"7@,$*"%()"B20A".6"I+#@5.0"#)/+$*)"C.3"
(+3"A28)0"(2?"%()"+#252%@"%."20%),4,)%"3,)+?*"+03"4,.4()*@"6.,"
B20A"7@,$*&"":0"%(2*"4+**+A)!"d+02)5"2*",)/)2820A"+0"+0A)52/"
82*2%+%2.0"20",)*4.0*)"%."(2*"4,+@),*"/.0/),020A"-()0"%()"
I+#@5.02+0"/+4%282%@"-.$53")03"6.,"%()"L)#,)-*&""D(+%"2*"
*2A0262/+0%"6.,".$,"*%$3@"2*"%(+%".0"(2*"-+@"%."82*2%"d+02)5!"%()"+0A)5"
-+*",)*2*%)3"#@"+"#)20A"-(2/("2*"/+55)3"J%()"\,20/)".6"%()"B20A3.?"
.6"\),*2+K"9".#82.$*5@"+0.%(),"+0A)52/"#)20A"9"+03"]2/(+)5!"%()"
+,/(+0A)5!"-+*"*)0%"%."()54"(2?"20"%()"*%,$AA5)&))("'(,))"@)+,*"
)+,52),!"I+#@5.0"(+3"#))0"/.0N$),)3"#@"\),*2+&""'(2*"+0A)52/"
#)20A"-(."-+*",)*2*%20A"%()"+0A)5"+03"]2/(+)5!"%()"+,/(+0A)5!"
-+*")1),/2*20A",)*2*%+0/)"#)/+$*)".6"(2*"/.0/),0"+#.$%"-(+%"
?2A(%"#)"%+B20A"45+/)"20"I+#@5.0&"">.,!"*20/)"\),*2+"(+3"3)6)+%)3"
I+#@5.0!"%(2*"%),,2%.,@"-+*"0.-"$03),"(2*"3.?+20&""""""

 
 
 

 
118 Daniel 10 
119 Notice that Daniel was not directly involved on this heavenly battlefield.  There was no 
“identifying”, or “binding” of spirits being done in the human sphere. 
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Bill & Frances Furioso  
 

~ At Christ’s Table ~  

 
 

Bill Furioso and his wife, Frances, have been married for more than 40 years, 
and have two children, four grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.  

Bill and Frances served as missionaries in South Africa for thirteen years 
making disciples, establishing churches, and training church leaders. Over a span of 40 
years, they also traveled extensively in an itinerant Bible teaching ministry which took 
them to hundreds of gatherings on four continents ministering in churches, conferences, 
spiritual formation seminars, and home gatherings. They have shepherded several 
churches, discipled many to Christ, and mentored church leaders in the USA and abroad.  

Being an avid student by nature, Bill has done both formal and informal study in 
various fields including Education, Music, Philosophy and Theology.  As a writer, he has 
authored many publications which are distributed worldwide. Because of Bill’s disabilities 
resulting from a spinal cord injury, their ministries of  writing, recording, distributing, 
mentoring, and correspondence are now shared primarily via the Internet... 
www.AtChristsTable.org    
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ACTpublications 
 

“Explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.”   1 Corinthians 2:13 
 

A teaching ministry from Bill and Frances Furioso 
!

At Christ’s Table 
 

Disciples of the King and His Kingdom eating and drinking of Jesus 
 
THE HEAD 
        THE CENTER 
                THE FOUNDATION  
                        of Biblical Christianity 

 with a view to 
                      REVELATION of Christ  
                                                  RELATIONSHIP with Christ                                                      
                                                                                     REFLECTION of Christ 
 

 
FREE ONLINE MINISTRY RESOURCES 

OUR WEBSITE: www.AtChristsTable.org  
 

WRITTEN MESSAGES 
Restoration Library: https://usr.helps7.com/AtChristsTable/indexA.html 

Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 
 

RECORDED MESSAGES 
YouTube: www.YouTube.com/user/BillFurioso   

Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 
SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/user-648428572 

Spreaker: https://www.spreaker.com/user/14502151 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/atchriststable  

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/at-christ-s-table-ministries-254b5320/ 
Twitter: https://www.twitter.com/atchriststable1  
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