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Preface 
!
"#$%&!'()&!*&)&+!#&,+-!$.!/,$-0!'!.#$*1!$.!$/!.+2&!.3!/,4!.#,.!5&!,+&!63/.!
$*.&+&/.&-!$*!5#,.!5&!#,)&!7,$.#!$*8!9#&!:&*.+,%!3;<&:.!37!32+!7,$.#!$/!.#,.!
5#$:#!.&*-/!.3!;&!32+!=%$7&!/32+:&=!,*-!/32+:&!37!:3*.$*2&-!/2/.&*,*:&!$*!
%$7&8!"&!/&+)&!32+!/32+:&8!>3+!.#$/!+&,/3*0!'!#,)&!;&&*!?2$.&!-$/$*.&+&/.&-!
$*!@3%$.$:/!73+!64!&*.$+&!,-2%.!%$7&8!9#$/!$/!;&:,2/&!'!#,)&!,;/3%2.&%4!*3!7,$.#!
$*!@3%$.$:/8!A&.0!63+&!+&:&*.%40!'!732*-!64/&%7!;&:36$*B!$*.&+&/.&-!$*!;3.#!
B%3;,%!,*-!*,.$3*,%!@3%$.$:/8!C*!.#&!3*&!#,*-0!'!&D@%,$*&-!.#$/!;4!.&%%$*B!
64/&%7!'!#,)&!,!*,.2+,%!:3*:&+*!73+!.#&!72.2+&!37!64!:#$%-+&*!,*-!
B+,*-:#$%-+&*8!'!/2@@3/&!5&!6,4!,%/3!#,)&!,!:&+.,$*!%&)&%!37!$*.&+&/.!$*!.#,.!
5#$:#!5&!@&+:&$)&!,/!#3/.$%&!.3!32+!%$)&/0!,/!5&%%!,/!.#,.!5#$:#!/2/.,$*/!32+!
%$)&/8!E35&)&+0!'!;&%$&)&!64!$*:+&,/&-!$*.&+&/.!$*!@3%$.$:/!#,/!@+$6,+$%4!:36&!
,;32.!;&:,2/&!'!#,)&!;&&*!/&&1$*B!.#&!E3%4!F@$+$.!.3!&?2$@!6&!.3!;&!,;%&!.3!
:%&,+%4!,*-!,::2+,.&%4!:3662*$:,.&!,!.+2%4!;$;%$:,%!)$&5!37!@3%$.$:/8!'!#3@&!'!
,::36@%$/#!.#,.!$*!/36&!6&,/2+&!.#+32B#!.#$/!&//,48!'7!'!5&+&!.3!&*-!2@!
6&+&%4!&D@+&//$*B!,*3.#&+!#26,*!3@$*$3*0!'!532%-!*3.!:3*/$-&+!$.!53+.#!,%%!
.#&!.$6&!,*-!&773+.!5#$:#!.#$/!5+$.$*B!+&?2$+&-!37!6&G!,*-!'!532%-!,B+&&0!$7!
432!-&:$-&-!$.!5,/!*3.!53+.#!.#&!.$6&!,*-!&773+.!+&?2$+&-!37!432!.3!+&,-!$.8!
=H2.!#,)$*B!.#&!/,6&!/@$+$.!37!7,$.#0!,::3+-$*B!.3!5#,.!$/!5+$..&*0!I'!;&%$&)&-G!
.#&+&73+&0!'!/@31&0J!K'L!,%/3!;&%$&)&0!.#&+&73+&!K'L!,%/3!/@&,18=!KM!N3+$*.#$,*/!
OPQRL !
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What I have to offer $/!,.!),+$,*:&!5$.#!.#&!:2++&*.!:3*)&*.$3*,%!
=S),*B&%$:,%=!@&+/@&:.$)&/!,*-!@3%$.$:,%!,:.$)$.$&/8!!'()&!;&&*!:3*:&+*&-!
,;32.!.#$/!73+!63+&!.#,*!OT!4&,+/!U!*,6&%40!.#,.!.#&!:2++&*.!:3*)&*.$3*,%!
=S),*B&%$:,%=!@&+/@&:.$)&!37!.#&!V$*B-36!37!W3-!$/!,/1&50!,*-!.#&!
/&&6$*B!6,<3+$.4!37!X6&+$:,*!N#+$/.$,*/!,+&!2*73+.2*,.&%4!=/#35$*B!.#&$+!
7,$.#!;4!.#&$+!53+1/=8!KY,6&/!MPQZL!"#,.!'!6&,*!$/!.#$/P!9#&$+!@3%$.$:,%!7&+)3+!
+&)&,%/!5#,.!$/!.+2%4!.#&!:&*.+,%!3;<&:.!37!.#&$+!7,$.#0!.#,.!5#$:#!.#&4!

;&%$&)&!$*0!.+2/.!$*0!-&@&*-!2@3*0!%&,*!2@3*!U!,*-!.#,.!$/!/@&:$7$:,%%40!

@3%$.$:,%!$*7%2&*:&!,*-!@35&+0!+,.#&+!.#,*!.#&!$*7%2&*:&!,*-!@35&+!37!.#&!

F@$+$.!37!W3-8!9#$/!7$./!$*!5$.#!/&:2%,+!6,.&+$,%$/60!;2.!$/!32.!37!@%,:&!5$.#!

;$;%$:,%!N#+$/.$,*$.48!!

!
'!;&%$&)&!.#,.!.#&!&//&*.$,%!$//2&!$*)3%)&/!.+2%4!=/&&$*B=0!=&*.&+$*B=!,*-!

=%$)$*B=!$*!.#&!V$*B-36!37!W3-8!KY3#*!RPR[\L!F30!73+!.#3/&!OT!4&,+/!'!.,2B#.!
,*-!5+3.&!3*!.#&!/@$+$.2,%!*,.2+&!37!.#&!V$*B-36!37!E&,)&*8!X*-!5#$%&!'!
.#$*1!$.!;&/.!.3!3)&+:36&!&++3+!5$.#!.+2.#!+,.#&+!.#,*!6&+&%4!:+$.$:$]$*B!.#&!
&++3+0!'()&!*35!7&%.!.#&!*&&-!.3!,--+&//!5$.#!63+&!:%,+$.4!.#,.!5#$:#!$/!5+3*B!
5$.#!.#&!:2++&*.!:3*)&*.$3*,%!=S),*B&%$:,%=!@&+/@&:.$)&!,*-!@3%$.$:,%!
,:.$)$.$&/8!!
!
9#&/&!@,/.!7&5!4&,+/0!'()&!;&&*!,5,+&!37!;&$*B!%&-!;4!.#&!E3%4!F@$+$.!$*.3!
.#&!/.2-4!37!,!*26;&+!37!;$;%$:,%!:,.&B3+$&/!5#$:#0!,.!%&,/.!73+!6&0!#,)&!

 
1 It equally flies in the face of the disposition of most “Progressive Christians”, as well as most non-Christians. 
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;&&*!:3**&:.&-!5$.#!3*&!,*3.#&+0!,*-!#,)&!,%%!/&&6&-!.3!:2%6$*,.&!2*-&+!
.#&!#&,-$*B/!37!=.#&!V$*B-36!37!32+!^3+-!,*-!37!E$/!N#+$/.=!,*-!=.#&!
1$*B-36/!37!.#$/!53+%-=8!K_&)&%,.$3*!QQPQ\L!9#&3%3B4!/@&,1/!37!.#&!;&$*B!
,*-!-3$*B!37!W3-8!`3%$.$:/!/@&,1/!37!.#&!;&$*B!,*-!-3$*B!37!#26,*!

;&$*B/8!H3.#!@3%$.$:$]&-!.#&3%3B4!,*-!.#&3%3B$]&-!@3%$.$:/!-&,%!5$.#!
2*+&,%$.$&/8!9#&!+&%$B$3[@3%$.$:,%!)3$:&!37!,!N3*/.,*.$*$,*!N$)$%!_&%$B$3*!5#$:#!
,..&6@./!.3!/@&,1!;3.#!5,4/!,.!3*:&0!&*-/!2@!;&$*B!$*:3#&+&*.0!,*-!$/!
*&$.#&+!B33-!.#&3%3B4!*3+!B33-!@3%$.$:/8"!X/!Y,:?2&/!S%%2%!#,/!/,$-P!"Giving 
Christian responses or solutions [to political problems] would be absurd. 
How can we propose solutions derived from our faith to people who live 
outside the faith?"!'!#3@&!'!#,)&!,)3$-&-!;&$*B!B2$%.4!37!.#$/0!,/!'!;&%$&)&!64!
@&+/@&:.$)&/!3*!.#&!-$77&+&*:&!;&.5&&*!.#&3%3B4!,*-!@3%$.$:/!,+&!;,/&-!
3*!.#&!&//&*.$,%!-$77&+&*:&!;&.5&&*!.#&!V$*B-36!37!W3-!,*-!.#&!

1$*B-36/!37!.#$/!53+%-8!

!

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2 (Cf. Karl Barth & Vernard Eller) 
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Introduction 
 

'*!+&:&*.!4&,+/0!5&!,+&!$*!,!@&:2%$,+!,*-!/$B*$7$:,*.!/&,/3*!$*!.#&!aFX0!,*-!
$*-&&-0!.#+32B#32.!.#&!5#3%&!53+%-8!"$.#!6,//!6&-$,!,*-!/3:$,%!6&-$,!
7%33-$*B!.#&!,$+!5$.#!/&:2%,+!)$&5/!37!@3%$.$:/0!'!;&%$&)&!N#+$/.$,*/!#,)&!,*!
&D:&%%&*.!3@@3+.2*$.4!)$,!.#&!'*.&+*&.!=.3!@+&,:#!.#&!B3/@&%!37!.#&!1$*B-36!
,/!,!5$.*&//=!Kb,..#&5!MOPQOL!,*-!.3!:3662*$:,.&!,!;$;%$:,%!53+%-)$&5!,/!
,*!,%.&+*,.$)&!+&/@3*/&!U!;3.#!.3!*3*[;&%$&)&+/!,*-!;&%$&)&+/!,/!5&%%8#! 
!
H4!5,4!37!$*.+3-2:.$3*0!'c%%!/#,+&!#&+&!/36&!/3:$,%!6&-$,!:3++&/@3*-&*:&!
;&.5&&*!64/&%7!,*-!,!)&+4!:%3/&!7+$&*-!37!dT!4&,+/8!>3%%35$*B!$/!,!6&6&!#&!
@3/.&-!,*-!64!:366&*./!$*!+&/@3*/&8!!
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
3 “There are 5.04 billion social media users around the world in January 2024, equating to 62.3 percent of the 
total global population.” https://datareportal.com/social-media-users   

http://www.atchriststable.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Republicansareidiots1/photos/a.115013885187152.12534.114270361928171/1270141876341008/?type=3
https://www.facebook.com/Republicansareidiots1/photos/a.115013885187152.12534.114270361928171/1270141876341008/?type=3
https://datareportal.com/social-media-users
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My Initial Response to the Meme  
!
=Y&/2/!-$-!7&&-!.#&!#2*B+4!,*-!#&,%!.#&!/$:18!H2.!*35#&+&!$*!.#&!W3/@&%/!
-3!5&!/&&!E$6!,-)3:,.$*B!B3)&+*6&*.,%!@+3B+,6/!73+!7&&-$*B!.#&!#2*B+4!
,*-!#&,%$*B!.#&!/$:18=!!
!
My Friend's Response 
!
=e&$.#&+!-$-!Y&/2/!,-)3:,.&!;2$%-$*B!+3,-/0!72*-$*B!/:#33%/0!72*-$*B!@3%$:&!
,*-!7$+&!-&@,+.6&*./!73+!@2;%$:!/,7&.40!@,//$*B!37!%,5/!.3!&*-!/%,)&+40!:#$%-!
%,;3+!3+!-$/:+$6$*,.$3*0!:+&,.$*B!,!+&%$,;%&!$*:36&!/32+:&!KF3:$,%!F&:2+$.4L!.3!
@+3)$-&!7$*,*:$,%!/2@@3+.!,*-!-$B*$.4!73+!3%-&+!:$.$]&*/0!,*!,773+-,;%&!#&,%.#!
:,+&!/4/.&6!Kb&-$:,+&L!73+!3%-&+!:$.$]&*/!5#3/&!*&&-/!73+!#&,%.#!:,+&!,+&!
.#&!B+&,.&/.!,.!,!.$6&!.#&4!:,*!%&,/.!,773+-!$.0!,!/4/.&6!37!#&,%.#!:,+&!
Kb&-$:,$-!,*-!9#&!X773+-,;%&!N,+&!X:.L!73+!.#3/&!5#3!:,**3.!,773+-!$.0!733-!
/.,6@/!73+!.#3/&!5#3!:,**3.!,773+-!.3!;24!733-0!,*-!,!/.+3*B!6$%$.,+4!73+!
*,.$3*,%!/&:2+$.48!!Y&/2/0!/$*:&!H$;%$:,%!.$6&/0!#,/!*3.!;&&*!,63*B!2/!.3!
#,)&!-3*&!,*4!37!.#&/&!.#$*B/0!/3!$.!#,/!;&&*!%&7.!.3!#26,*/0!,/!7%,5&-!,/!
5&!,+&0!.3!53+1!73+!.#&!;&..&+6&*.!37!32+!/3:$&.$&/!,*-!32+!53+%-8!"&!:,*!
(#&,%!.#&!/$:1!,*-!7&&-!.#&!@33+(!f!$*!.#&!/,6&!/@$+$.!37!%3)&!,*-!:3*:&+*!73+!
W3-(/!:+&,.$3*!,/!Y&/2/!%$)&-!E$/!%$7&!888!3+!5&!:,*!:#33/&!*3.!.38!b4!$//2&!
5$.#!.#&!WC`!$/!.#,.!5#$%&!.#&4!,:.$)&%4!,%%4!.#&6/&%)&/!5$.#!N#+$/.$,*!
)3.&+/0!.#&4!&$.#&+!3@@3/&!3+!+&-2:&!72*-$*B!73+!@+3B+,6/!5#$:#!#&%@!.#3/&!
5#3!*&&-!$.!.#&!63/.8=!
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My Additional Comments!
!
I"#,.!.#&!WC`!-3&/!$/!3*&!.#$*B0!;2.!5#,.!N#+$/.$,*/!-3!$/!,*3.#&+!.#$*B8!
9#&!7,:.!$/P!e3.!,%%!.#3/&!5#3!:,%%!.#&6/&%)&/!=N#+$/.$,*/=!,+&!_&@2;%$:,*0!
/36&!,+&!g&63:+,./0!,*-!/36&!,+&!*&$.#&+8!_&%$B$32/!@+37$%$*B!$/!2/&72%!
3*%4!.3!@3%$.$:,%!:,6@,$B*!6,*,B&+/8!'.!$/!.+2&![!Y&/2/!#,/*(.!;&&*!3*!.#&!
&,+.#!73+!,!7&5!.#32/,*-!4&,+/8!H2.!$.!-3&/*(.!73%%35!.#,.!E&!$/!-3$*B!*3.#$*B!
$*!.#&!#26,*!+&,%68!E&!/,$-P!=H%&//&-!,+&!.#3/&!5#3!-3!*3.!/&&!4&.!
;&%$&)&8=!KY3#*!MTPMhL!9#3/&!5#3!-3!*3.!;&%$&)&!-3*(.!=/&&=!.#&!53+1!37!W3-!
KN78!Y3#*!dPMhLG!,*-!:3*/&?2&*.%40!.#&4!#,)&!*3!3.#&+!3@.$3*!.#,*!.3!.+4!.3!
B&.!.#&$+!*&&-/!6&.!;4!#26,*!;&$*B/!$*-&@&*-&*.!37!W3-8!E26,*!#$/.3+4!
/#35/!.#,.!.#$/!$/!*3.!53+1$*B!32.!)&+4!5&%%8!"#$%&!$.!$/!.+2&!.#,.!Y&/2/!#,/*(.!
;&&*!3*!&,+.#!73+!,!7&5!.#32/,*-!4&,+/0!,*-!E&!$/!-&7$*$.&%4!*3.!&*B,B&-!$*!
,%%!37!.#&!B3)&+*6&*.,%!@+3B+,6/!6&*.$3*&-!5#&.#&+!.#&4!;&!g&63:+,.$:!3+!
_&@2;%$:,*!@3%$:4!@+3B+,6/0!$.!-3&/*(.!73%%35!.#,.!E&!$/!*3.!&*B,B&-!$*!
#26,*!,77,$+/8!e3+!-3&/!$.!73%%35!.#,.!E&!-3&/!*3.!5,*.!E$/!73%%35&+/!.3!;&!
&*B,B&-!$*!#26,*!,77,$+/8!9#&!$//2&!$/!.#&!"XA!37!$*)3%)&6&*.8J!!
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"Involvement" 
! !
"#,.!-3!'!6&,*!;4!.#&!.&+6!=$*)3%)&6&*.=i!9#&+&!,+&!3;)$32/%4!),+$32/!
%&)&%/!,*-!63-&/!37!$*)3%)&6&*.!$*!@3%$.$:/8!>$+/.%40!=$*)3%)&6&*.=!$/!.3!;&!
$*73+6&-8!"&!%$)&!$*!,!=B%3;,%!)$%%,B&=8!93!;&!$*73+6&-!37!@3%$.$:,%!
@+3:&&-$*B/!3*%4!3*!,!%3:,%!%&)&%0!3+!3*%4!3*!,!+&B$3*,%!%&)&%0!3+!3*%4!3*!,!
*,.$3*,%!%&)&%!$/!*3.!3*%4!.3!;&!2*$*73+6&-!U!$.!$/!.3!;&!$%%[$*73+6&-!5$.#!,!
/1&5&-!@&+/@&:.$)&8!'!-3*(.!;&%$&)&!3*&!:,*!,::2+,.&%4!2*-&+/.,*-!@3%$.$:,%!
@+3:&&-$*B/!5$.#32.!@2..$*B!.#$*B/!$*!,!B%3;,%!:3*.&D.8!F36&!*&5/!6&-$,!-3!
,!;&..&+!<3;!.#,*!3.#&+/8!H2.!5#&.#&+!5&!,+&!/@&,1$*B!37!.#&!#26[-+26!37!
/4*-$:,.&-!*&5/!3+!.#&!I*3*[;$,/J!:%,$6/!37!=$*-&@&*-&*.=!+&@3+.$*B0!5&!7$*-!
.#,.!/36&!/32+:&/!.&*-!.3!3*%4!+&@3+.!3*!:&+.,$*!.#$*B/!,*-!3.#&+!/32+:&/!
.&*-!.3!*3.!+&@3+.!3*!:&+.,$*!.#$*B/8!X^^!*&5/!6&-$,!@2;%$/#!5$.#!=,!/%,*.!
,*-!,!/@$*=!U!X^^!U!^$;&+,%0!N3*/&+),.$)&0!='*-&@&*-&*.=0!=N#+$/.$,*=![!X^^8!
9#$/!*&&-/!.3!;&!.,1&*!$*.3!:3*/$-&+,.$3*0!,/!3*&!,),$%/!#$6/&%7!.3!,!;+3,-[
/@&:.+26!37!*&5/!/32+:&/8!X*-!3;)$32/%40!,%%!37!5#,.!$/!@2;%$/#&-!3*!/3:$,%!
6&-$,!*&&-/!.3!;&!)&..&-0!4&.!-&/&+)&/!:3*/$-&+,.$3*0!$7!73+!*3.#$*B!3.#&+!
.#,*!B&..$*B!,*!,//&//6&*.!37!.#&!@3@2%,:&!U!,7.&+!,%%0!@3%$.$:/!$/!,;32.!.#&!
@3@2%,:&!,/!5&%%!,/!.#&!@3%$/8!'!:3*/$-&+!64/&%7!5&%%[$*73+6&-0!;2.!?2$.&!
/#3+.!37!@2*-$.+48!!
!
e&D.0!$/!$*)3%)&6&*.!)$,!)3.$*B8!b3/.!U!;&%$&)&+/!,*-!*3*[;&%$&)&+/!,%$1&!U!
,//&//!)3.$*B!,/!,!-&63*/.+,.$3*!37!+&/@3*/$;%&!:$.$]&*/#$@8!9#&!6,<3+$.4!
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:3*/&*/2/!37!)3.&+/!,*-!*3*[)3.&+/!,%$1&!$/!.#,.!.3!*3.!)3.&!$/!,:.$*B!
$++&/@3*/$;%4!,*-!+&/2%./!$*!.#&!%3//!37!3*&(/!+$B#.!.3!&D@+&//!,*!3@$*$3*!3*!
.#$*B/!@3%$.$:,%8!`&+/3*,%%40!'!-3*(.!#,)&!,!@+3;%&6!5$.#!@&3@%&!)3.$*B!$7!$.!
6,1&/!.#&6!7&&%!B33-!,*-!.#&4!;&%$&)&!$.!$/!#&%@72%8!H2.0!5#&*!3*&!
:3*/$-&+/0!:3+@3+,.&!72*-$*B!37!:,6@,$B*/0!.#&!%$6$.,.$3*/!37!,!.53[@,+.4!
/4/.&60!.#&!;$],++&!-&%&B,.&[)3.&!/4/.&60!&.8!,%80!'!.#$*1!.#&!+&,%$.4!37!=.#&!
@35&+!37!.#&!)3.&=!$/!?2&/.$3*,;%&0!,*-!.#&!=$6@3+.,*:&!37!)3.$*B=!$/!?2$.&!
3)&+[+,.&-8!>3+!6,*4!N#+$/.$,*/0!)3.$*B!$/!/&&*!,/!.#&!72%7$%%6&*.!37!.#&$+!
B3-%4!-2.4!+&B,+-$*B!@3%$.$:/8!'*!64!@&+/@&:.$)&0!$.!-3&/*(.!&)&*!/:+,.:#!.#&!
/2+7,:&!37!72%7$%%$*B!.#&$+!B3-%4!-2.4G!,*-!$*/.&,-0!$/!,*!&,/4[;&%$&)$/6!
,%.&+*,.$)&!.3!,2.#&*.$:,%%4!%$)$*B!,/!,!-$/:$@%&!,*-!;&$*B!,!-$/.$*:.!5$.*&//!37!
.#&!V$*B!,*-!E$/!V$*B-368!_36,*/!QRPQ[R!.&%%/!2/!.3!=/2;6$.=!.3!3+!=3;&4=!
.#&!B3)&+*6&*.0!;2.!.#&+&!$/!*3!+&7&+&*:&!.3!)3.$*B!$*!.#$/!@,//,B&8!j3.$*B!$/!
*3.!,!%,5!.#,.!62/.!;&!3;&4&-8!9#&+&!$/!,!+&7&+&*:&!.3!.#&!,@3/.%&!`,2%!
&D&+:$/$*B!#$/!+$B#.!,/!,!_36,*!:$.$]&*!5#&*!2*-&+!,++&/.!KX:./!MMPMR[MhG!
M\PQT[QQL!$*!3+-&+!.3!#&%@!#$6!72%7$%%!#$/!-$)$*&!:,%%!.3!,--+&//!N,&/,+!$*!
_36&8!KX:./!QhPMQG!MTPMMG!MRPQQL!H2.!.#&+&!$/!*3!+&7&+&*:&!.3!#$6!&)&+!
&D&+:$/$*B!,!_36,*!:$.$]&*(/!+$B#.!.3!)3.&!3+!+2*!73+!@3%$.$:,%!377$:&8!'.!/#32%-!
B3!5$.#32.!/,4$*B!.#,.!)3.$*B!$/!*3.!,!;$;%$:,%!$*<2*:.$3*8!'!-3*(.!;&%$&)&!)3.$*B!
$/!.#&!3*%4!5,40!3+!&)&*!.#&!63/.!&77&:.$)&!5,4!37!@3%$.$:,%!$*)3%)&6&*.8!
`2;%$/#$*B!@&+/@&:.$)&/!3*!/3:$,%!6&-$,!5$&%-/!62:#!63+&!$*7%2&*:&!,*-!
@35&+!73+!:#,*B&!.#,*!)3.$*B8!"#4!*3.!-3!;3.#i!'!/2@@3/&!432!:,*8!
`&+/3*,%%40!'!#,)&!*&)&+!)3.&-!/$6@%4!;&:,2/&!'!#,)&!,;/3%2.&%4!*3!7,$.#!$*!
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.#&!&D&+:$/&8$!
!
e&D.0!.#&+&!$/!-$+&:.!$*)3%)&6&*.!;4!/&+)$*B!,!@3%$.$:,%!@,+.40!:,6@,$B*!

,*-k3+!+2**$*B!73+!@3%$.$:,%!377$:&8!b4!@&+/@&:.$)&P!9#$/0!$*!,*-!37!$./&%70!$/!
*3.!/$*72%8!H2.!$.!$/!)&+4!37.&*!:3*-2:.&-!$*!/$*72%!5,4/0!,/!62:#!37!5#,.!
B3&/!3*!$*!.#&!@3%$.$:,%!,+&*,!$/!/$*72%8!'.!/&&6/!%$1&!.#,.!5,/*(.!.#&!:,/&!$*!
4&,+/!B3*&!;40!;2.!$.!@+3;,;%4!5,/!.#&*!,%/30!&)&*!5$.#!@3%$.$:$,*/!5#3!
/&&6&-!.3!#,)&!63+&!5#3%&/36&!:#,+,:.&+/8!'!.#$*1!W3-!532%-!#,)&!
5$.*&//&/!$*!.#&!@3%$.$:,%!,+&*,0!,/!E&!532%-!$*!&)&+4!,+&*,!37!#26,*!
&*-&,)3+8!Y2/.!,/!;&$*B!,!N#+$/.$,*!*,.2+,%%4!$*7%2&*:&/!,%%!37!32+!
@&+:&@.$3*/0!),%2&/0!:#3$:&/0!,*-!,:.$3*/!$*!%$7&!$*!.#$/!53+%-!K$*:%2-$*B!
)3.$*BL0!;&$*B!,!N#+$/.$,*!$*!@3%$.$:,%!377$:&!/#32%-!,%/3!*,.2+,%%4!,77&:.!#35!
3*&!:3*-2:./!#$6/&%7!$*!.#,.!377$:&8!F36&!3::2@,.$3*/!/&&6!%&//!
:#,%%&*B$*B!.3!N#+$/.$,*/!.#,*!;&$*B!,!@3%$.$:$,*8!H2.!,B,$*0!.#,.!$/!*3.!+&,%%4!
.#&!:,/&8!"&!#,)&!/&&*!.#,.0!&)&*!$7!3*&!$/!;3.#!,!;,1&+!,*-!,!N#+$/.$,*0!$.!
:,*!+&/2%.!$*!@&+/3*,%!.#+&,./!7+36!:&+.,$*!@&3@%&!B+32@/!,*-!.#&!+2$*!.3!
432+!;2/$*&//!;&:,2/&!37!B3)&+*6&*.!%&B$/%,.$3*8!9#&!/$.2,.$3*!5,/!/$6$%,+!
73+!N#+$/.$,*!,+.$/,*/!,*-!B2$%-/!$*!.#&!7$+/.!:&*.2+48!!
!
"&!/#32%-!*3.!,//26&!.#,.!@3%$.$:,%!@+3@3/$.$3*/!:36$*B!7+36!.#&!
N3*/&+),.$)&!_$B#.!,+&!,%5,4/!;$;%$:,%%4!;,/&-8!"&!,%/3!/#32%-!2*-&+/.,*-!
.#,.!.#,.!.#&+&!,+&!/36&!`+3B+&//$)&/!3*!.#&!^&7.!5#3!:%,$6!.3!;&!$*.&+&/.&-!

 
4 I have addressed the issue of “voting” in much more detail in another essay entitled, “In the World, But Not 
OF the World: A Personal Investigation into the Morality of Voting”. 

http://www.atchriststable.org/
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$*!N#+$/.$,*!63+,%$.48!H2.!.#&!3*%4!,2.#&*.$:!=N#+$/.$,*!/.,*:&=!3*!/36&.#$*B!
$/!,!/.,*:&!5#$:#!$/!/$6@%4!,*-!:%&,+%4!/.,.&-!$*!.#&!e&5!9&/.,6&*.!
/:+$@.2+&/!U!*3.!#26,*!63+,%$.4!<2-B6&*./!3+!@3%$.$:,%!@+3@3/$.$3*/!:36$*B!
7+36!&$.#&+!.#&!`+3B+&//$)&!^&7.!3+!.#&!N3*/&+),.$)&!_$B#.8!!
!
F@&:$7$:,%%40!.3!N#+$/.$,*/0!'!532%-!%$1&!.3!/,4!.#,.!5#&*!$.!:36&/!.3!5#&.#&+!
3+!*3.!.3!;,1&!,!:,1&!73+!,!W,4!5&--$*B0!3+!5#&.#&+!3+!*3.!.3!$*:+&,/&!
*2:%&,+!,+6,6&*./!73+!*,.$3*,%!-&7&*/&0!.#&!:2++&*.!:3*)&*.$3*,%!
S),*B&%$:,%[N3*/&+),.$)&!_$B#.!/.,*:&!bXA!3+!bXA!eC9!;&!=.#&!B33-!,*-!
+$B#.!.#$*B!.3!-3=8!E26,*!;&$*B/!6,4!#,)&!-&:$-&-!.3!=;&!%$1&!W3-0!1*35$*B!
B33-!,*-!&)$%=!KW&*&/$/!RPMML0!;2.!.#,.!-3&/*(.!6&,*!.#&4!:,*!-3!$.!,/!5&%%!
,/!W3-!:,*!U!7,+!7+36!$.l!^$1&!#26,*!%,5/0!#26,*!@3%$.$:,%!-&:$/$3*/!5$%%!
eSjS_!/277$:$&*.%4!,--+&//!.#&!#26,*!:3*-$.$3*8!F$*:&!3*%4!=.#&!%,5!37!.#&!
^3+-!$/!@&+7&:.=!K`/,%6!QhPmL0!,*-!/$*:&!3*%4!=E$/!53+1/!,+&!@&+7&:.!;&:,2/&!
,%%!E$/!5,4/!,+&!<2/.=!Kg&2.&+3*364!RMPOL0!.#&!=B33-!,*-!+$B#.!.#$*B!.3!-3=!
73+!#26,*/0!63+&!37.&*!.#,*!5&!532%-!%$1&0!6,4!7,%%!2*-&+!.#&!@+$*:$@%&/!37!
:3*/:$&*:&!`,2%!-$/:2//&/!$*!_36,*/!QO8!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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The Way of Politics & The Way of God 
– The Difference - 

!
'!5$%%!+&@&,.!.#&!@+&6$/&!'!/,.&-!,.!.#&!;&B$**$*B!37!.#$/!&//,4P!
9#&!:2++&*.!:3*)&*.$3*,%!=S),*B&%$:,%=!@&+/@&:.$)&!37!.#&!V$*B-36!37!

W3-!$/!,/1&50!,*-!.#&!/&&6$*B!6,<3+$.4!37!X6&+$:,*!N#+$/.$,*/!,+&!
2*73+.2*,.&%4!=/#35$*B!.#&$+!7,$.#!;4!.#&$+!53+1/=8!KY,6&/!MPQZL!"#,.!'!6&,*!
$/!.#$/P!9#&$+!@3%$.$:,%!7&+)3+!+&)&,%/!5#,.!$/!.+2%4!.#&!:&*.+,%!3;<&:.!37!.#&$+!
7,$.#0!.#,.!5#$:#!.#&4!;&%$&)&!$*0!.+2/.!$*0!-&@&*-!2@3*0!%&,*!2@3*!U!,*-!

.#,.!$/!/@&:$7$:,%%40!@3%$.$:,%!$*7%2&*:&!,*-!@35&+0!+,.#&+!.#,*!.#&!$*7%2&*:&!

,*-!@35&+!37!.#&!F@$+$.!37!W3-8!9#$/!7$./!$*!5$.#!/&:2%,+!6,.&+$,%$/60!;2.!$/!
32.!37!@%,:&!5$.#!;$;%$:,%!N#+$/.$,*$.48!'!;&%$&)&!.#,.!.#&!&//&*.$,%!$//2&!
$*)3%)&/!.+2%4!=/&&$*B=0!=&*.&+$*B=!,*-!=%$)$*B=!$*!.#&!V$*B-36!37!W3-8!
KY3#*!RPR[\L!
!
9#&!5,4!37!.#&/&!IS),*B&%$:,%J!N#+$/.$,*/0!,/!5&%%!,/!.#&!5,4!37!
I`+3B+&//$)&J!N#+$/.$,*/0!,*-!.#&!5,4!37!Ie36$*,%J!N#+$/.$,*/0!,/!5&%%!,/!.#&!
5,4!37!,%%!*3*[N#+$/.$,*/!$/!.#$/P!9#&!@2+/2$.!37!#26,*!=@3%$.$:/=!;,/&-!3*!
.#&!7,2%.4!,//26@.$3*!.#,.!#26,*!;&$*B/!:,*!,*-!/#32%-!B3)&+*!

.#&6/&%)&/!$*-&@&*-&*.!37!W3-8!e350!.#3/&!5#3!$-&*.$74!,/!N#+$/.$,*/0!!
@2+@3+.!.3!&*B,B&!$*!@3%$.$:/!5$.#!W3-c/!,::3+-$*B!.3!;$;%$:,%!@+$*:$@%&/8!H2.0!
,/!'!<2/.!/.,.&-0!!;&:,2/&!37!,!7,2%.4!2*-&+/.,*-!37!.#&!*,.2+&!37!.#&!
V$*B-36!37!W3-0!.#&!:&*.+,%!3;<&:.!37!.#&$+!7,$.#0!.#,.!5#$:#!.#&4!;&%$&)&!
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$*0!.+2/.!$*0!-&@&*-!2@3*0!%&,*!2@3*!$/!@3%$.$:,%!$*7%2&*:&!,*-!@35&+0!

+,.#&+!.#,*!.#&!$*7%2&*:&!,*-!@35&+!37!.#&!F@$+$.!37!W3-8!n2$.&!/$6@%40!.#&!

3;<&:.!37!.#&$+!7,$.#!$/!@3%$.$:,%!$*7%2&*:&!,*-!@35&+0!+,.#&+!.#,*!.#&!

$*7%2&*:&!,*-!@35&+!37!.#&!F@$+$.!37!W3-8!

!
X%%!#26,*!;&$*B/!#,)&!,!7+&&!5$%%0!,*-!.#&!),/.!6,<3+$.4!37!#26,*!;&$*B/!
#,)&!:#3/&*!.#$/!@3%$.$:,%!3@.$3*8!a*73+.2*,.&%40!.#+32B#32.!#26,*!#$/.3+40!
.#&!6,<3+$.4!#,/!*&)&+!@+3)&*!.3!#,)&!,!:3+*&+!3*!.+2.#8!9#&!5,4!37!#26,*!
=@3%$.$:/=!$/!*3.!3*%4!,!7,2%.4!,//26@.$3*![!$.!$/!,%/3!,!@33+!:#3$:&8!e3.!3*%4!$/!
=@3%$.$:/=!,!@33+!5,4!37!,--+&//$*B!#26,*!*&&-/0!;2.!$.!$/!,%/3!:3*.+,+4!.3!
.#&!5,4!Y&/2/!$*.&*-/!73+!#26,*!*&&-/!.3!;&!,--+&//&-8!E$/!5,4!$/!
@+&-$:,.&-!2@3*!7,$.#%![!;&%$&)$*B!$*0!.+2/.$*B!$*0!-&@&*-$*B!2@3*0!%&,*$*B!
2@3*!W3-0!+,.#&+!.#,*!#26,*!;&$*B/!,*-!#26,*!&773+.8!N#+$/.(/!.&,:#$*B/0!
,/!5&%%!,/!.#&!5#3%&!37!.#&!H$;%&0!,%%!$*-$:,.&!W3-(/!5,4!37!#26,*/!
,--+&//$*B!#26,*!*&&-/8!X*-!.#$/!=5,4=!;&B$*/!5$.#!Y&/2/![!5#3!:,%%&-!
E$6/&%7!=9#&!",40!.#&!9+2.#!,*-!.#&!^$7&=8!KY3#*!QOPdL!!
!
9#&!;$;%$:,%!=5,4=0!5#$:#!#,/!;&&*!;4!,*-!%,+B&!+&<&:.&-!3+!,;,*-3*&-0!$/!
;4!B+,:&0!%$)$*B!;4!-$)$*&!@+$*:$@%&/![!*3.!#26,*!%&B$/%,.$3*/!U!;2.!-$)$*&!
@+$*:$@%&/!5#$:#!,+&!$*.&*-&-!.3!B3)&+*!$*-$)$-2,%/0!6,++$,B&/0!7,6$%$&/0!,*-!
%3:,%!:3662*$.$&/!5$.#!+&B,+-/!.3!,--+&//$*B!#26,*!*&&-/8!"$.#!.#&!
+&<&:.$3*!37!W3-!,*-!E$/!5,4/0!.#&/&!/@#&+&/!;+&,1!-35*0!,*-!

 
5 (Greek) pistis, Strong’s # 4102 
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:3*/&?2&*.%40!.#&!;2$%.[$*!/2@@3+.!/4/.&6!73+!.#&!#26,*!:3662*$.4!,%/3!
-$/$*.&B+,.&/8!!
!
'!,6!?2$.&!,5,+&!.#,.!.3!*3*[N#+$/.$,*/0!,/!5&%%!,/!6,*4!N#+$/.$,*/0!.#&!
,+B26&*.!'!,6!6,1$*B!@+3;,;%4!/&&6/!.3!;&!*$#$%$/.$:0!,*-!$++&/@3*/$;%&!
5$.#!+&B,+-/!.3!.#&!#26,*!:3*-$.$3*!$*!.#$/!@+&/&*.!,B&8!'.!@+3;,;%4!/&&6/!
%$1&!'(6!=#$-$*B!;&#$*-!64!+&%$B$3*=0!/,4$*B!=*3.#$*B!:,*!;&!-3*&=0!;&$*B!=@$&!
$*!.#&!/14=0!,*-!.#&+&73+&!:#33/$*B!.3!<2/.!*3.!B&.!$*)3%)&-!5$.#!.#&!@+3;%&6/!
37!E26,*$.48!'!-3*(.!;&%$&)&!.#,.!$/!.+2%4!.#&!:,/&8!
!
'!1*35!.#,.!6,*4!*3*[N#+$/.$,*/!,+&!?2$.&!/$*:&+&!$*!.#&$+!,@@&,%P!='.!#,/!
;&&*!%&7.!.3!#26,*/0!,/!7%,5&-!,/!5&!,+&0!.3!53+1!73+!.#&!;&..&+6&*.!37!32+!
/3:$&.$&/!,*-!32+!53+%-8=!'!,B+&&P!!!

Ø E26,*!;&$*B/!#,)&!*&&-/8!
Ø E26,*!;&$*B/!,+&!7%,5&-8!

"#,.!'!-3*(.!,B+&&!5$.#!$/!.#$/P!
Ø E26,*!;&$*B/!,--+&//$*B!#26,*!*&&-/!$*-&@&*-&*.!37!W3-8!
Ø X--+&//$*B!#26,*!*&&-/!)$,!=@3%$.$:/=!U!#26,*!&773+.8!

!
9#&!6,<3+$.4!37!.#&!53+%-(/!@3@2%,.$3*!;&%$&)&/!.#,.!5&!-3!*3.!*&&-!W3-!,*-!
E$/!5,4/!.3!,--+&//!#26,*!*&&-/8!E26,*$.4!;&%$&)&/!$.!$/!:,@,;%&!37!
,--+&//$*B!#26,*!*&&-/!.#+32B#!@3%$.$:,%!,:.$3*8!9#&+&!$/!&)&*!.,%1!37!
=S^'b'eX9'eW=!:&+.,$*!#26,*!@+3;%&6/!%$1&!@3)&+.48!K9#$/!$/!$*!-$+&:.!
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:3*.+,-$:.$3*!.3!N#+$/.(/!53+-/P!b,..#&5!MdPQQ0!b,+1!QOPm0!Y3#*!QMPZL!'!-3!
*3.!;&%$&)&!.#,.!.#&!/:+$@.2+&/!$*-$:,.&!$.!$/!W3-(/!$*.&*.$3*!.3!&%$6$*,.&!
E26,*$.4(/!@+3;%&6/!$*!.#$/!,B&!U!$*!.#&!,B&!.3!:36&0!4&/0!;2.!*3.!$*!.#$/!
,B&8&!
!
_&B,+-$*B!64!*3*[;&%$&)$*B!7+$&*-/c!,@@&,%/!.3!32+!+&/@3*/$;$%$.4!73+!
6&&.$*B!#26,*!*&&-/P!`&+/3*,%%40!'!3*%4!#,)&!7,$.#!$*!W3-(/!5,4/8!'!,6!
?2$.&!,5,+&!.#,.!.#&!6,<3+$.4!37!.#&!&,+.#(/!@3@2%,.$3*!-3&/!*3.!;&%$&)&!$*!
.#&!W3-!37!.#&!H$;%&0!,*-!.#&+&73+&!+&<&:./!.#&!;$;%$:,%!5,4/!37!-&,%$*B!5$.#!
#26,*!*&&-/8!X*-!'!2*-&+/.,*-!.#,.!#26,*!;&$*B/0!7%,5&-!,/!.#&4!,+&0!5$%%!
-3!5#,.!.#&4!.#$*1!$/!.#&!;&/.!5,4!.3!6&&.!.#&$+!35*!*&&-/8!9#$/!$/!.#&!
,:.$)$.4!37!=@3%$.$:/=8!XB,$*0!32+!7,$.#![!5#,.!5&!;&%$&)&!$*0!.+2/.!$*0!-&@&*-!
2@3*0!%&,*!2@3*!U!$/!+&)&,%&-!;4!5#,.!5&!-38!X*-!'!;&%$&)&!.#$/!$/!.#&!
&//&*:&!37!.#&!6,..&+!+&B,+-$*B!=@3%$.$:/=P!`3%$.$:,%!$*)3%)&6&*.!$/!
63.$),.&-!;4!7,$.#!$*!@3%$.$:/!U!.#,.!$/0!7,$.#!$*!#26,*!&773+.8!!
!
"#&*!5&!2/&!.#&!53+-!=@3%$.$:/=!K,*-!'!B2&//!5&!:,**3.!,)3$-!2/$*B!$.0!/3!
5&!/#32%-!-&7$*&!5#,.!5&!6&,*!5#&*!5&!-3!2/&!$.L0!5&!2/2,%%4!6&,*!.#&!
@+3@,B,.$3*!37!,*-!$*)3%)&6&*.!$*!B3)&+*6&*.,%!@+3B+,6/!;&$*B!,@@%$&-!
.3!,--+&//!#26,*!*&&-/!73+!=;&..&+6&*.!37!32+!/3:$&.4!,*-!53+%-=8!"$.#!
/$*:&+&!,@@&,%/!%$1&!="&!:,*!(#&,%!.#&!/$:1!,*-!7&&-!.#&!@33+(!f!$*!.#&!
/,6&!/@$+$.!37!%3)&!,*-!:3*:&+*!73+!W3-(/!:+&,.$3*!,/!Y&/2/!%$)&-!E$/!%$7&=0!

 
6 Detailed explanations for why I make such a statement can be found in other essays like “How Does God 
Govern Fallen Humanity” and “IN the World, But Not OF the World”.  
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.#&!$*.&*.$3*!$/!.#,.!5&!:,*!-3!.#$/!.#+32B#!.#&!$6@%&6&*.,.$3*!37!
B3)&+*6&*.,%!@+3B+,6/!U!$8&8!.#+32B#!=@3%$.$:/=8!9#&!,//26@.$3*!$/!.#,.!
.#$/!$/!.#&!Ce^A!5,4!.3!,--+&//!#26,*!*&&-8!"#&+&,/0!$*!+&,%$.40!$.!$/!,!
:#3$:&!5#$:#!+&<&:./!W3-(/!5,4!37!,--+&//$*B!#26,*!*&&-8!
!
'*!.#&!;$;%$:,%!5,40!#26,*!*&&-/!,+&!,--+&//&-!;4!.#&!B+,:&!37!W3-0!4&.!
.#&!+&/@3*/$;$%$.4!73+!@+3)$/$3*!$/!@%,:&-!3*!.#&!$*-$)$-2,%!+,.#&+!.#,*!3*!

.#&!B3)&+*6&*.8!'.!532%-!.+2%4!.,1&!,!*26;&+!37!,--$.$3*,%!&//,4/!.3!
-&%$*&,.&!.#&!;$;%$:,%!$*<2*:.$3*/!,*-!.#&$+!,@@%$:,.$3*/G!;2.!/277$:&!73+!*35!.3!
<2/.!6&*.$3*!,!7&5!/:+$@.2+&!@,//,B&/!73+!+&7%&:.$3*P!!!
!
Proverbs 19:17 “Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord, and he 
will repay him for his deed.” 
 
Matthew 25:35-40 “For I was hungry, and you gave me food, I was thirsty, 
and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was 
naked, and you clothed me, I was sick, and you visited me, I was in prison, 
and you came to me.’  Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 
38 And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and 
clothe you?  And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit 
you?’  And the King will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to 
one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.” 
 
Philippians 2:4 “Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also 
to the interests of others.” 
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Hebrews 13:16 “Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for 
such sacrifices are pleasing to God.” 
 
James 1:27 “Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is 
this: to visit orphans and widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself 
unstained from the world.” 
 
1 John 3:17 “But if anyone has the world’s goods and sees his brother in 
need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God’s love abide in him?” 
 
1 Timothy 5:3-4, 8 "Give proper recognition to those widows who are really 
in need. But if a widow has children or grandchildren, these should learn 
first of all to put their religion into practice by caring for their own family 
and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing to 
God…. Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially for 
their own household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever." 
!
93!.#&/&!;$;%$:,%!+&7&+&*:&/!'!532%-!,--!,!/2BB&/.$3*!;4!Y,:?2&/!S%%2%!.3!
+&7%&:.!2@3*!+&B,+-$*B!,*!,@@+3,:#!.3!6&&.$*B!#26,*!*&&-/P!=9#$*1!
B%3;,%%40!,:.!%3:,%%48=!"#,.!532%-!;&!.#&!B%3;,%!&77&:.0!$7!&)&+4!$*-$)$-2,%!
/,5!.3!.#&!*&&-/!37!#$/!7,6$%40!7+$&*-/0!,*-!*&$B#;3+/!3*!.#&!%3:,%!%&)&%!K$*!
/36&!:,/&/0!.#+32B#!,!6&,/2+&!37!%3:,%!3+B,*$],.$3*L!$*/.&,-!37!%331$*B!.3!
,!7&-&+,%!B3)&+*6&*.!73+!@+3)$/$3*0!@3%$:$&/0!,*-!@+3B+,6/i!
!
e3*&!37!.#&!,;3)&!;$;%$:,%!$*<2*:.$3*/!+&?2$+&!,!B3)&+*6&*.,%!@+3B+,68!'*!
7,:.0!.#&!H$;%&!;,/$:,%%4!-&7$*&/!.#&!+3%&!37!#26,*!B3)&+*6&*.!,/!;&$*B!
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/$6@%4!,*-!3*%4!`_C9SN9'Ce!,*-!`ae'FEbSe90!;2.!eC9!`_Cj'F'Ce8!
K_36,*/!QRPQ[RL'!!!
!
H2.!.#&/&!,+&!/36&!37!.#&!5,4/!37!W3-!U!.#&!5,4/!37!.#&!V$*B-36!37!W3-8!
'*!.#$/!B3)&+*6&*.0!.#&!=7&-&+,%!#&,-?2,+.&+/=!$/!*3.!%3:,.&-!3*!.#&!&,+.#8!
9#&!3*%4!+&,%!:$.$]&*/#$@!73%%35&+/!37!Y&/2/!:%,$6!$/!,!I:$.$]&*/#$@!37!#&,)&*=!
K`#$%$@@$,*/!RPMTL8!X%%!3.#&+!:$.$]&*/#$@/!#,)&!;&&*!!+&?2$+&-!;4!#26,*!
;&$*B/0!$6@3/&-!;4!#26,*!;&$*B/0!-&/$+&-!;4!#26,*!;&$*B/0!,*-!,5,+-&-!
;4!#26,*!;&$*B/8!!
!
"#$%&!;4!,*-!%,+B&!.#&4!#,)&!@+&/&*.%4!,;-$:,.&-!.#&$+!+&/@3*/$;$%$.4!,*-!
B$)&*!$.!3)&+!.3!.#&!@3%$.$:/!37!#26,*!B3)&+*6&*./0!.#&+&!#,)&!;&&*!,!7&5!
.$6&/!$*!#26,*!#$/.3+4!5#&*!.#&!73%%35&+/!37!N#+$/.!#,)&!%$)&-!32.!.#&$+!
5$.*&//!.3!.#$/!#&,)&*%4!1$*B-36![!?2$.&!5$.#32.!.#&!#&%@!37!#26,*!@3%$.$:/8!
>&&-$*B!,*-!:%3.#$*B!.#&!@33+0!&-2:,.$3*0!#&,%.#!:,+&0!,*-!3.#&+!$//2&/!
2/&-!.3!;&!@+$6,+$%4!.#&!+&/@3*/$;$%$.4!37!.#&!N#2+:#8(!H2.!/$*:&!.#&!N#2+:#!
#,/!,;-$:,.&-!$./!+&/@3*/$;$%$.40!.#$/!5$.*&//!#,/!;&&*!/&)&+&%4!5&,1&*&-8!!!
!
N,*!W3-(/!5,4!U!.#&!;$;%$:,%!5,4!U!,:.2,%%4!;&!$6@%&6&*.&-!$*!,!53+%-!37!
@+&-36$*,*.%4!*3*[;&%$&)&+/i!X/!Y&/2/!/,$-0!=A32!baF9!;&!;3+*!37!.#&!

 
7 There are particular "national" issues, such as national defense, which all within the God-ordained purpose of 
government – that is, to protect the populace. But government should never function in such a way that over-
rides the freedoms and rights of the individual. 
8 Again, this is most effective with decisions being made on the LOCAL church level rather than a national or 
international "denominational" level, even though LOCAL churches can organize to work together in meeting 
these needs. 
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F@$+$.!.3!/&&!,*-!&*.&+!.#&!V$*B-36!37!W3-8=!9#$/!+&?2$+&/!,%%35$*B!W3-!.3!
:#,*B&!432+!#&,+.0!6$*-0!,*-!%$7&G!,*-!2*73+.2*,.&%40!.#&!),/.!6,<3+$.4!37!
#26,*!;&$*B/!/.$%%!:#33/&!.3!*3.!,%%35!.#$/8)!!
!!

 
9 Every human being has had or will have the opportunity to make this choice. To say that every human being 
does not have this choice because of culture, race, education, disadvantage, etc. is merely being intellectually 
dishonest. 
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Some Personal Observations 
!
X%%!#26,*!;&$*B/!&D&+:$/&!7,$.#![!&$.#&+!$*!W3-!3+!$*!E26,*$.48!H4!-&7$*$.$3*0!
=7,$.#=!$/!;&%$&)$*B!$*0!.+2/.$*B!$*0!-&@&*-$*B!2@3*0!%&,*$*B!2@3*!U!&$.#&+!W3-!
3+!E26,*$.48!X/!Y,6&/!#,/!@3$*.&-!32.!KMPQZL0!5&!-&63*/.+,.&!32+!7,$.#!
.#+32B#!32+!53+1/!U!5&!,@@%4!32+/&%)&/!.3!5#,.!5&!#,)&!=7,$.#=!$*!U!&$.#&+!
W3-!3+!E26,*$.4!U!73%%35$*B!&$.#&+!;$;%$:,%!.#&3%3B4!,*-!$./!%$7&!,@@%$:,.$3*/!
3+!@3%$.$:,%!@#$%3/3@#$&/0!@,+.$&/0!@3%$:$&/0!,*-!@+3B+,6/8!"&!/&+)&!32+!
/32+:&8!_&;&%%$3*!,B,$*/.!,!@,+.$:2%,+!+&%$B$3*!3+!&/@32/$*B!7+&&-36!7+36!,%%!
73+6/!37!+&%$B$3*!K5#$:#!$/!:2++&*.%4!&*<34$*B!5$-&[/@+&,-!@3@2%,+$.4L!
&)$-&*:&/!7,$.#!$*!E26,*$.48!S)&*!+&)3%2.$3*!.3!3)&+.#+35!,!@,+.$:2%,+!
B3)&+*6&*.!3+!&/@32/$*B!7+&&-36!7+36!,%%!73+6/!37!B3)&+*6&*.!/.$%%!+&/2%./!
$*!7,$.#!$*!E26,*$.4!.3!B3)&+*!$./&%78!!!!!!!
!
9#&!=6,<3+$.4!)$&5=!#3%-/!.#,.!$.!$/!.#&!=+&/@3*/$;$%$.4=!37!&)&+4!:$.$]&*!K,*-!
@+&/&*.%40!&)&*!37!*3*[:$.$]&*/L!.3!@,+.$:$@,.&!$*!.#&!@3%$.$:,%!@+3:&//!;4!
)3.$*B8!9#$/!=6,<3+$.4!)$&5=!$/!,),$%,;%&!.3!X^^!$*!,!=-&63:+,.$:=!/3:$&.48!'*!
:3*.+,/.!.3!.#$/!$/!.#&!=6$*3+$.4!)$&5=!37!%$)$*B!,/!,!-$/:$@%&!37!.#&!V$*B!,*-!
E$/!V$*B-368!9#$/!$/!,!=6$*3+$.4!)$&5=!;&:,2/&!$.!$/!:3*.$*B&*.!2@3*!;&$*B!
=;3+*!37!.#&!F@$+$.=!,*-!%$)$*B!;4!7,$.#!$*!.#&!B+,:&!37!W3-8!9#&!6,<3+$.4!37!.#&!
&,+.#(/!@3@2%,.$3*!$/!*3.!=;3+*!37!.#&!F@$+$.=!,*-!*3.!$*.&+&/.&-!$*!+&:&$)$*B!
.#&!B+,:&!37!W3-8!9#&+&73+&0!$.!$/!.+2%4!,;/2+-!.3!.#$*1!.#,.!B&*&+,%!E26,*$.4!
532%-!&)&*!/&+$32/%4!:3*/$-&+!;$;%$:,%!.#&3%3B4!,/!,!)$,;%&!,@@+3,:#!.3!
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,--+&//$*B!.#&!#26,*!:3*-$.$3*!5$.#!$./!@+3;%&6/!,*-!*&&-/8!9#&!7,:.!$/0!.3!
&D@&:.!.#3/&!5#3!,+&!*3.!=;3+*!37!.#&!F@$+$.=!.3!%$)&!32.!;$;%$:,%!.#&3%3B4!$/!
,-)3:,.$*B!,*!$6@3//$;$%$.4!,/!,!@3%$.$:,%!/3%2.$3*8!*!'7!=5$.#32.!7,$.#!$.!$/!
$6@3//$;%&!.3!@%&,/&!W3-=!KE&;+&5/!QQPdL0!.#&*!5$.#32.!.#,.!/,6&!1$*-!37!
7,$.#!$.!$/!,%/3!$6@3//$;%&!.3!%$)&!32.!,!;$;%$:,%!.#&3%3B48!9#&!=N#+$/.$,*!
_$B#.=0!3+!.#&!:2++&*.!:3*)&*.$3*,%!S),*B&%$:,%!)3$:&!U!@+3@3/&/!,*!

,;/2+-!N3*/.,*.$*$,*!N$)$%!_&%$B$3*!5#$:#!$/!,!7,%/&!+&@+&/&*.,.$3*!370!

,*-!53+/&0!,!7,%/&!/2;/.$.2.&!73+0!.#&!V$*B-36!37!W3-8!!!!!!!!!!!

!
N3*.+,+4!.3!.#&!@3@2%,+!,::2/,.$3*!.#,.!N#+$/.$,*/!5#3!/@&,1!32.!,*-!%$)&!
32.!.#&$+!7,$.#!$*!@2;%$:!,+&!=$6@3/$*B=!.#&$+!+&%$B$3*!3*!3.#&+/!!0!.#&!+&,%$.4!$/!
.#,.!,%%!#26,*!;&$*B/!,+&!,;/3%2.&%4!7+&&!,/!.3!.#&$+!:#3$:&!37!5#,.!.#&4!
;&%$&)&!,*-!#35!.#&4!%$)&8!e3!3*&!U!$*:%2-$*B!N#+$/.$,*/!U!/#32%-!-&6,*-!
3.#&+5$/&!37!,*43*&8!'7!,*-!5#&*!,!#26,*!B3)&+*6&*.!^SW'F^X9SF!
Xeg!Se>C_NSF!,!@,+.$:2%,+!@&+/@&:.$)&!,*-!@+,:.$:&!37!%$7&0!.#,.!

B3)&+*6&*.!#,/!.+,*/B+&//&-!$./!W3-[B$)&*!@2+@3/&0!5#$:#!$/!.3!

`_C9SN9!#26,*!%$7&!,*-!7+&&-36!,*-!`ae'FE!&)$%[-3&+/8!K_36,*/!
QRPQ[RL!9#$/!@,//,B&!-3&/!*3.!/,4!.#,.!W3-!,%/3!3+-,$*&-!#26,*!
B3)&+*6&*./!.3!`_Cj'gS!73+!#26,*!;&$*B/8!X/!N+&,.3+0!E&!$/!.#&!W$)&+0!
.#&!F2/.,$*&+0!,*-!.#&!`&+7&:.3+!37!,%%!%$7&8!E&!#,/!,*-!5$%%!:3*.$*2&!.3!
`_Cj'gS!73+!E$/!#26,*!;&$*B/G!,*-!E&!5$%%!-3!$.!E$/!5,48!'7!,*-!5#&*!,!

 
10 Again, Jacques Ellul said: "Giving Christian responses or solutions [to political problems] would be absurd." 
11 However, in the case of authentic Islam, it is true that the Quran requires its adherents to impose their faith on 
every human being, insisting on exact adherence under threat of punishment and death.   
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#26,*!B3)&+*6&*.!^SW'F^X9SF!Xeg!Se>C_NSF!,!@,+.$:2%,+!

@&+/@&:.$)&!,*-!@+,:.$:&!37!`_Cj'F'Ce!37!#26,*!*&&-/0!.#,.!

B3)&+*6&*.!#,/!B3*&!;&43*-!.#&!+&,%6!37!$./!W3-[B$)&*!@2+@3/&8!

!!!!!!

http://www.atchriststable.org/


___________________________________________ 
The Way of God & The Way of Humanity 

William Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2016) ~ www.AtChristsTable.org  

25 

Some Personal Conclusions 
!
H&%$&)&+/!$*!E26,*$.4!,*-!@3%$.$:/!#,)&!,*!$*:+&-$;%4!-$77$:2%.!.,/1!U!,:.2,%%40!
$.!$/!,*!$6@3//$;%&!.,/18!H2.!'!:,**3.!:+$.$:$]&!,*4!/2:#!&773+./8!'!-3*(.!.#$*1!'!
#,)&!3+!&)&*!@+37&//!.3!#,)&!=;&..&+=!@3%$.$:,%!/3%2.$3*/8!X*-!'!.+4!.3!,)3$-!
377&+$*B!=+&%$B$32/=!/3%2.$3*/!.3!.#3/&!5#3!$*/$/.!3*!=/&:2%,+=!/3%2.$3*/8!A&.0!
%$1&!,*4!*3+6,%!#26,*!;&$*B0!'!:,+&!,;32.!.#&!5&%%[;&$*B!37!64/&%7!,*-!64!
%3)&-!3*&/8!'!:,*!,%/3!#3*&/.%4!/,4!.#,.!'!/$*:&+&%4!:,+&!,;32.!.#&!5&%7,+&!37!
64!7&%%35!#26,*!;&$*B/8!'0!$*!7,:.0!,6!)&+4!37.&*!63)&-!.3!.&,+/!5,.:#$*B!
.&%&)$/&-!53+%-!,*-!*,.$3*,%!*&5/!,*-!)$-&3!:%$@/!3*!/3:$,%!6&-$,8!!
!
H2.!'!;&%$&)&!$*0!.+2/.!$*0!-&@&*-!2@3*0!%&,*!2@3*0!W3-!,*-!E$/!5,4/8!
9#&+&73+&0!'!,6!73:2/&-!3*!.#&!B+,:&!37!W3-!.3!%$)&!$*!.#$/!53+%-!$*!&)&+4!
,+&,!37!64!%$7&!,/!,!-$/:$@%&!37!.#&!V$*B!,*-!E$/!V$*B-368!'!-3!*3.!#,)&!7,$.#!
$*!E26,*$.4!,*-!@3%$.$:/8!9#&+&73+&0!&D:&@.!73+!.+4$*B!.3!1&&@!5&%%[$*73+6&-0!'!
,6!*3.!,:.$)&%4!$*)3%)&-!$*!.#&!@3%$.$:,%!,+&*,8!Xeg!U!'!-3*(.!;&%$&)&!'!,6!
3;%$B,.&-!.3!;&!$*)3%)&-!$*!.#&!@3%$.$:,%!,+&*,G!*3+!-3!'!7&&%!+&/@3*/$;%&!73+!
,*4!/2::&//&/!3+!7,$%2+&/!$*!.#&!@3%$.$:,%!,+&*,8!H2.!*&$.#&+!-3!'!&D@&:.!.#&!
6,<3+$.4!37!#26,*!;&$*B/!.3!:#33/&!.#&!=3.#&+=!,+&*,!37!W3-!,*-!E$/!5,4/8!
'*!7,:.0!'!.#$*1!.#,.!,*43*&!5#3!532%-!^SW'F^X9S!Xeg!9_A!9C!'b`CFS!
W3-(/!5,4/!,/!E&!#,/!:#3/&*!.3!+&)&,%!$*!.#&!H$;%&0!*3.!3*%4!-3&/*(.!
2*-&+/.,*-!W3-!,*-!E$/!5,4/0!;2.!,%/3!6$/+&@+&/&*./0!:3*.+,-$:./0!,*-!
53+1/!,B,$*/.!W3-!,*-!E$/!5,4/8!!
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Restating the Essential Differences 
!
W3-!,%%35/!E$/!5,4/!.3!;&!7+&&%4!:#3/&*!3+!+&<&:.&-8!KN#+$/.$,*/!/#32%-!
-3!%$1&5$/&8L!C*!.#&!3.#&+!#,*-0!#26,*!B3)&+*6&*./!%&B$/%,.&!@3%$.$:,%!
@3%$:$&/!,*-!@+3B+,6/!,*-!@2*$/#!$*-$)$-2,%!*3*[:36@%$,*:&8!K'.!/&&6/!
B3)&+*6&*./!.&*-!.3!*3.!,%5,4/!@2*$/#!:3+@3+,.&!*3*[:36@%$,*:&8L!9#$/!$/!
.#&!,%%[&*:36@,//$*B!#26,*!:3*-$.$3*P!e3*[;&%$&)&+/!,+&!7+&&!.3!*3.!
;&%$&)&!$*!W3-!,*-!7+&&!.3!*3.!73%%35!E$/!5,4/G!;2.!;&%$&)&+/!,+&!*3.!7+&&!

.3!*3.!;&%$&)&!$*!E26,*$.4!,*-!,+&!*3.!7+&&!.3!*3.!73%%35!#26,*!

B3)&+*6&*.!,*-!$./!5,4/8!9#&!@+&-36$*,*.!:3*/&*/2/!37!E26,*$.4!$/!
.#,.!5&!:,*!-3!5$.#32.!.#&3%3B40!;2.!5&!:,*(.!-3!5$.#32.!@3%$.$:/8!!
!
9#$/!$/!.#&!#,+/#!+&,%$.4!37!.#&!#26,*!:3*-$.$3*P!9#&!),/.!6,<3+$.4!37!#26,*!
;&$*B/!,+&!=3*!.#&$+!35*=![!;4!:#3$:&8!9#&4!#,)&!:#3/&*!.3!B3)&+*!

.#&6/&%)&/!,*-!6&&.!.#&$+!35*!*&&-/![!5$.#32.!7,$.#!$*!W3-8!E26,*!
#$/.3+4!@%,$*%4!/#35/!.#$/!#,/!*3.!53+1&-!32.!)&+4!5&%%G!,*-!.#&+&!$/!
,;/3%2.&%4!*3!+,.$3*,%!+&,/3*!73+!#,)$*B!#3@&!.#,.!$.!5$%%!53+1!32.!,*4!;&..&+!
$*!.#&!72.2+&8!!
!
XB,$*0!$.!$/!,;/3%2.&%4!:+2:$,%!73+!.#3/&!5#3!,+&!*3*[;&%$&)&+/![!;2.!,%/3!
@,+.$:2%,+%4!.#3/&!5#3!:,%%!.#&6/&%)&/!N#+$/.$,*/![!.3!2*-&+/.,*-!:%&,+%4!.#,.!
.#&!.&,:#$*B/!37!N#+$/.!,*-!.#&!H$;%&!,+&!37!;&*&7$.!3*%4!.3!.#&!73%%35&+/!37!
N#+$/.8!9#&/&!.&,:#$*B/!&D$/.!$*!,!-$77&+&*.!+&,%6!.#,*!.#3/&!5#3!,+&!
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2*5$%%$*B!.3!73%%35!N#+$/.8!9#&!V$*B-36!37!W3-!:,**3.!;&!%&B$/%,.&-!,*-!
&*73+:&-!;4!#26,*!B3)&+*6&*./!,*-!:,**3.!;&!&D@&:.&-!.3!;+$*B!@&,:&!

,*-!5&%%[;&$*B!.3!.#&!#26,*!:3*-$.$3*0!,/!/36&!6$/.,1&*!;&%$&)&+/!532%-!
%$1&!2/!.3!.#$*18!'*!3.#&+!53+-/0!432!:,*(.!:#,*B&!.#&3%3B4!$*.3!@3%$.$:/8!!
!
a*%$1&!#26,*!@3%$.$:/0!.+2&!;$;%$:,%!.#&3%3B4!6,1&/!*3!:%,$6!.3!

&%$6$*,.$*B!#26,*!53&!$*!.#$/!,B&8!Y&/2/0!E$6/&%70!/,$-!.#$*B/!%$1&P!=9#&!
@33+!432!5$%%!,%5,4/!#,)&!5$.#!4328=!Kb,..#&5!MdPQQG!b,+1!OPmG!Y3#*!QMPZL!=!
>3+!*,.$3*!5$%%!+$/&!2@!,B,$*/.!*,.$3*0!,*-!1$*B-36!,B,$*/.!1$*B-36G!.#&+&!
5$%%!;&!&,+.#?2,1&/!$*!),+$32/!@%,:&/G!.#&+&!5$%%!,%/3!;&!7,6$*&/8!Kb,+1!QRPZL!
=A32!5$%%!;&!#&,+$*B!37!5,+/!,*-!+263+/!37!5,+/8=!Kb,..#&5!MOPdG!b,+1!QMPmL!
X*-!='*!.#$/!53+%-!432!5$%%!#,)&!.+$;2%,.$3*8=!KY3#*!QdPRRL!!
!
9#$/!$/!#35!%$7&!$/!$*!,!7,%%&*!53+%-!73+!X^^!#26,*!;&$*B/![!&)&*!N#+$/.$,*!
3*&/8!9#3/&!=$*!N#+$/.=0!.#+32B#!7,$.#0!#,)&!,!72.2+&!#3@&8!H2.0!/,-%40!.#&+&!
<2/.!$/*(.!,*4!#3@&!73+!E26,*$.4!32./$-&!37!N#+$/.8!"$.#32.!7,$.#!$*!W3-!,*-!
/2++&*-&+!.3!.#&!%3+-/#$@!37!N#+$/.0!.#&!7&&;%&!@3%$.$:,%!&773+./!37!#26,*!
B3)&+*6&*./!,+&!-336&-!.3!:3*.$*2&-!7,$%2+&!2*.$%!.#&!&*-!37!.#&!,B&8!X.!
.#,.!.$6&0!Y&/2/0!.#&!`+$*:&!37!`&,:&0!5$%%!:36&!.3!&/.,;%$/#!F#,%36!U!,!
/.,.&!37!,%%!.#$*B/!;&$*B!$*!-$)$*&!3+-&+8!
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Bill & Frances Furioso  
 

~ At Christ’s Table ~  

 
 
Bill Furioso and his wife, Frances, have been married for more than 40 years, and have two 

children, four grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.  
Bill and Frances served as missionaries in South Africa for thirteen years making disciples, 

establishing churches, and training church leaders. Over a span of 40 years, they also traveled 
extensively in an itinerant Bible teaching ministry which took them to hundreds of gatherings on four 
continents ministering in churches, conferences, spiritual formation seminars, and home gatherings. 
They have shepherded several churches, discipled many to Christ, and mentored church leaders in the 
USA and abroad.  

Being an avid student by nature, Bill has done both formal and informal study in various fields 
including Education, Music, Philosophy and Theology.  As a writer, he has authored many publications 
which are distributed worldwide. Because of Bill’s disabilities resulting from a spinal cord injury, their 
ministries of  writing, recording, distributing, mentoring, and correspondence are now shared primarily 
via the Internet... www.AtChristsTable.org    
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ACTpublications 
 

“Explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.”   1 Corinthians 2:13 
 

A teaching ministry from Bill and Frances Furioso 
!

At Christ’s Table 
 

Disciples of the King and His Kingdom eating and drinking of Jesus 
 
THE HEAD 
        THE CENTER 
                THE FOUNDATION  
                        of Biblical Christianity 

 with a view to 
                      REVELATION of Christ  
                                                  RELATIONSHIP with Christ                                                      
                                                                                     REFLECTION of Christ 
 

 
FREE ONLINE MINISTRY RESOURCES 

OUR WEBSITE: www.AtChristsTable.org  
 

WRITTEN MESSAGES 
Restoration Library: https://usr.helps7.com/AtChristsTable/indexA.html 

Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 
 

RECORDED MESSAGES 
YouTube: www.YouTube.com/user/BillFurioso   

Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 
SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/user-648428572 

Spreaker: https://www.spreaker.com/user/14502151 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/atchriststable  

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/at-christ-s-table-ministries-254b5320/ 
Twitter: https://www.twitter.com/atchriststable1  

 
 

!
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