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Preface 
 
!"#$%&"'&()*&'"+,"-&.)/"0*)+)/."+#)("1,*"23)+&"(,4&"+)4&5"-3+"
6,/+)/3,3(78"1&7+"!"0$("/,+"(311)6)&/+78"9*&9$*&'"+,"',"(,:"
;,0&%&*5"+#&"+,9)6"*&4$)/&'",/"48"#&$*+"$/'"4)/'"<"$/'"$6+)%&"
)/"48"9&*(,/$7"7)1&:"=,5"!>%&"-&.3/"+,"0*)+&:"!"+#)/?"0#$+"!"#$%&"+,"
,11&*")("/,+"$"'&(6*)9+),/",1"+#&"'&(+)/$+),/5"-3+"*$+#&*"(,4&"
,-(&*%$+),/("$7,/."+#&"0$8:"""
"
@#&",%&*$*6#)/."+#&4&")("A@#&"B)/.',4",1"C,'D"<"A@#&"
;,3(&#,7'",1"C,'D"EC*&&?F"G)?,(!H"I"$("0)+/&((&'"+,"$/'"
4$/)1&(+&'")/"+#&"J#3*6#"EC*&&?F"K??7&()$"H5"0)+#"9$*+)637$*"
6,44&/+$*8",/"+#&"-)-7)6$7"6,/6&9+",1"A@*)-&D"I")/"4,*&"4,'&*/"
+&*4)/,7,.8"I"A@#&"KL+&/'&'"M$4)78D:"!/"$'')+),/5"+#)(")("8&+"
$/,+#&*"$*+)67&")/"0#)6#"!"6,/+)/3&"+,"&L97,*&"+#&"4&$/)/.",1"“the 

Law of Christ”"EN"J,*)/+#)$/("OFPNQ"C$7$+)$/("RFPH"0#)6#".,%&*/("
;)("B)/.',4:"!"$4"$7(,"6,44&/+)/.",/"+#&"1$6+"+#$+"$66,*')/."+,"
+#&"$9,(+7&"S$375"“bearing one another’s burdens fulfills the 

Law of Christ”:"EC$7$+)$/("RFPH"
"
"

 
1 Strong’s # 3624 
2 Strong’s # 1577 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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!/"+#)("$*+)67&"!"0)77"-&"3()/."+#&"9#*$(&"AB)/.',4";,3(&#,7'(D"$("
$"7$-&7"1,*"+#&"-)-7)6$7"9*,+,+89&",1"A@*)-&D",*"AKL+&/'&'"M$4)78"
;,3(&#,7'D:"@#&"AC,%&*/)/."S*)/6)97&D")("“Fulfilling the Law of 

Christ by Bearing One Another’s Burdens”:"C$7$+)$/("RFP"
"
K%&/"$("+#&"T)-7&")("#&7'"+,"-&"A+#&"*37&",1"1$)+#"$/'"9*$6+)6&D"-8"
$77"+*3&"1,77,0&*(",1"U&(3("J#*)(+5"!"(3..&(+"+#$+"+#&"-)-7)6$7"4,'&7"
9*&(&/+&'"#&*&"0,37'"+#&*&1,*&"-&"3/)%&*($778"$997)6$-7&"1,*"
C,'>("9&,97&")/"$/8"97$6&"$/'"+)4&"*&.$*'7&((",1"+#&)*"637+3*$7"
$/'"(,6),I&6,/,4)6"')11&*&/6&(:"
"

! !

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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14“I bow my knees [in reverence] before the Father [of our Lord 
Jesus Christ], 15from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth derives its name [God--the first and ultimate 
Father]. 16May He grant you out of the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened and spiritually energized with power through His 
Spirit in your inner self, [indwelling your innermost being and 
personality], 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
your faith. And may you, having been [deeply] rooted and 
[securely] grounded in love, 18be fully capable of 
comprehending with all the saints (God’s people) the width and 
length and height and depth of His love [fully experiencing that 
amazing, endless love]; 19and [that you may come] to know 
[practically, through personal experience] the love of Christ 
which far surpasses [mere] knowledge [without experience], 
that you may be filled up [throughout your being] to all the 
fullness of God [so that you may have the richest experience of 
God’s presence in your lives, completely filled and flooded 
with God Himself]. 20Now to Him who is able to [carry out His 
purpose and] do superabundantly more than all that we dare 
ask or think [infinitely beyond our greatest prayers, hopes, or 
dreams], according to His power that is at work within us, 21to 
Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout 
all generations forever and ever. Amen.”  

Ephesians 3:14-21 AMP 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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"
!

Tribes 
God’s Prototype for His Kingdom People  

"
M,*";)("B)/.',4"93*9,(&(5"C,'"#$("0,*?&'"+#*,3.#")/')%)'3$7"
4&/"7)?&"V-*$#$45"!($$65"$/'"U$6,-:"T3+"+#&"+*)-&"<"+#&"
A&L+&/'&'"1$4)78"#,3(&#,7'D"<"0#)6#"0$("$"9*)/6)97&")/#&*&/+")/"
+#&"7)%&(",1"+#&"(9)*)+3$7"1$+#&*("!"W3(+"4&/+),/&'5"6$4&"+,"+#&"1,*&"
0#&/5"+#*,3.#"X,(&(5"$/'"U,(#3$5"C,'"-*,3.#+";)("9&,97&"+,"+#&"

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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9,)/+",1"A9,((&(()/."+#&"7$/'D";&"#$'"9*,4)(&'")/";)("6,%&/$/+:"
@#&/"'3*)/."+#&"7)%&(",1"=$375"Y$%)'5"$/'"=,7,4,/5"C,'>("
?)/.',4"9&,97&"+,,?"+#&"1,*4",1"+#&"NP"+*)-&("0#)6#"&4$/$+&'"
1*,4"+#&"(,/(",1"U$6,-"$/'"+#&)*"*&(9&6+)%&"&L+&/'&'"1$4)78"
#,3(&#,7'(:""
"
Z9,/"+#&"'&$+#",1"=,7,4,/5"+#&"?)/.',4"0$("')%)'&'")/+,"+0,"<"
+#&"=,3+#&*/"B)/.',4",1"U3'$#"I"6,/()(+)/.",1"+#&"+*)-&(",1"U3'$#"
$/'"T&/W$4)/5"$/'"+#&"[,*+#&*/"B)/.',4",1"!(*$&7"I"6,/()(+)/.",1"
+#&"+*)-&(",1"V(#&*5"Y$/5"K9#*$)45"C$'5"!(($6#$*5"X$/$((&#5"
[$9#+$7)5"\&3-&/5"=)4&,/5"$/'"]&-373/:""
"
V1+&*"+#&"T$-87,/)$/"J$9+)%)+85"$/'"+#&"*&+3*/"+,"U&*3($7&45"+#&"
)'&/+)+)&(5"$/'"#,4&7$/'(",1"+#&"NP"+*)-&("-&6$4&"7&(("')(+)/6+:"
@#&"'&(+*36+),/",1"+#&"P#$"@&497&"$/'"+#&"6)+8",1"U&*3($7&4"-8"+#&"
\,4$/(5"$/'"+#&"')(9&*(),/",1"+#&"U&0("13*+#&*"-73**&'"+#&"7)/&("
,1"')(+)/6+),/"-&+0&&/"+#&"+*)-&(:"T3+"+#&"6,/6&9+",1"+*)-&")/"+#&"
1,*4",1"&L+&/'&'"1$4)78"#,3(&#,7'("6,/+)/3&'"+,"-&"+#&"
1,3/'$+),/$7"(+*36+3*&",1"+#&"(,6)&+8",1"+#&"9&,97&",1"C,'>("

?)/.',4:"""

"
V"4,*&"'&+$)7&'"#)(+,*8",1"+#&"+*)-&(",1"$/6)&/+"!(*$&7"0,37'"$11,*'"
4$/8"*)6#"(9)*)+3$7"7&((,/(5"-3+"(311)6&"1,*"+#)("$*+)67&5"!"()4978"
0$/+"+,"9,)/+",3+"+#$+"3()/."+#&";&-*&0"/$+),/"$("$"9*,+,+89&5"

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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C,'"&(+$-7)(#&'"+#&"6,/6&9+",1"+*)-&("<"&L+&/'&'"1$4)78"

#,3(&#,7'("<"$("$"4,'&7"1,*";)("?)/.',4"9&,97&:""
"
V.$)/F"!"$4"6$77)/."+#)("4,'&7"AB)/.',4";,3(&#,7'(D5"$/'"
9*,9,()/."+#$+"+#)(")("(+)77"$"4,'&7"1,*"C,'>("?)/.',4"9&,97&5"+#&"
J#3*6#5"0#)6#")(";)("T,'8:"E@#&"K667&()$"0#)6#"U&(3(")("
-3)7')/.H:"V/'"+,"*&(+$+&"+#&"(9&6)1)6"9*,9,($7(",1"+#)("$*+)67&F""

§ @#&".,%&*/)/."9*)/6)97&")/"B)/.',4";,3(&#,7'("$7)./("0)+#"C,'>("
.,%&*/)/.",1";)("B)/.',4"$66,*')/."+,"A@#&"^$0",1"J#*)(+D:"

§ A@#&"^$0",1"J#*)(+D")("&/6$9(37$+&'")/";)("6,44$/'5"“Love one 
another; just as I have loved you, that you also love one 
another.” John 13:34 

§ _#)7&"+#)("A^$0",1"J#*)(+D"6$/"-&"&L9*&((&'")/")/1)/)+&"0$8(5"C,'"
)/+&/'&'"+#&"&L+&/'&'"#,3(&#,7'"+,"-&"+#&"9*,+,+89&",1";)("
B)/.',4:"@#&*&1,*&5"+#)("7$0",1"7,%&"6$/"-&"4$/)1&(+"4,(+"
6,49&77)/.78"$/'"4,(+"6,/%)/6)/.78"+,"+#&"0,*7'"+#*,3.#"B)/.',4"
;,3(&#,7'(:"@#&"(9&6)1)6"%&#)67&",1"+#)("&L9*&((),/".)%&/"-8"+#&"
$9,(+7&"S$37"0$("+#*,3.#"+#&"-*,$'"6$+&.,*8",1"“Bearing One 
Another’s Burdens”. Galatians 6:2""

§ @#&"4)((),/",1"+#&"J#3*6#"E+#&"K667&()$",1"0#)6#"+#&"B)/.',4"
;,3(&#,7'")("+#&"9*,+,+89&H")("+,"-&"“a testimony to all nations”"
,1"+#&".,,'"/&0(",1"+#)("B)/.',4"$/'")+("^$0"EX$++#&0"P`FN`H5"
$/'"“to make its wisdom known to the principalities and 
powers in the heavenly places”. Ephesians 3:10 
 
 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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Extended Families 
A Biblical Model 

"
!/"+#&"U&0)(#"4$**)$.&"63(+,4(5"+#&"4$/"9*,4)(&("+,"9*,%)'&"$"
'0&77)/."97$6&"1,*"+#&"-*)'&:"V("9$*+",1"+#&"-&+*,+#$75"+#&".*,,4"+,"
-&"0,37'"*&+3*/"+,"#)("1$+#&*>("#,3(&#,7'"$/'"9*&9$*&"$/"
$'')+),/$7"'0&77)/."97$6&"+,"#)("1$+#&*>("&(+$+&:"@#&".*,,4"+,"-&"
0,37'"(9&$?"0,*'("+,"+#&"-*)'&"436#"7)?&"+#&"0,*'("U&(3("(9,?&"
+,"3(5";)("T*)'&5")/"U,#/"N`FPIaF"“In my Father’s house there are 
many dwelling places.  If it were not so, would I have told you 
that I go to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and will take you to Myself, so 
that where I am, there you may be also.” 
"
"

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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Agricultural and Shepherding Communities 
"
G1"6,3*(&5")/"-)-7)6$7"+)4&(5"$/'"+#*,3.#,3+"+#&"4$W,*)+8",1"#34$/"
#)(+,*85"+#&(&"$1,*&4&/+),/&'"#,3(&#,7'("0&*&"$.*)637+3*$7",*"
(#&9#&*')/."6,443/)+)&(:"@#&"1$4)78"&(+$+&"0,37'"6,/()(+",1"7$/'"
$/'"$"1$4)78"&/+&*9*)(&"0#)6#"&/.$.&'"9$*&/+(5"6#)7'*&/5"$'37+"
6#)7'*&/5"$/'"+#&)*"(9,3(&(5"$7(,")/673')/.".*$/'9$*&/+(5"$("0&77"
$("/,/I-),7,.)6$7"#,3(&#,7'"(&*%$/+(:""""
 

The Industrial Revolution 
"
@#)("0$("+#&"/,*4"39"3/+)7"$*,3/'"NbcdF""
“The Industrial Revolution was the transition from creating goods by 
hand to using machines. Its start and end are widely debated by 
scholars, but the period generally spanned from about 1760 to 1840. 
According to some, this turning point in history is responsible for an 
increase in population, an increase in the standard of living, and the 
emergence of the capitalist economy.”3 
"
V("0&"?/,05"6#$/.&(")/"$.*)637+3*&5"4$/31$6+3*)/.5"4)/)/.5"
+*$/(9,*+$+),/5"$/'"+&6#/,7,.8"#$%&"#$'"$"9*,1,3/'"&11&6+",/"+#&"
(,6)$75"&6,/,4)65"$/'"637+3*$7"6,/')+),/(",1"+#&"+)4&(:"U3(+"$"
63*(,*8".7$/6&"E0)+#,3+"6,44&/+$*8H"$+"+#&"+0,"6#$*+("-&7,0"

 
3 National Geographic 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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.)%&("3("$/")/')6$+),/",1"+#&"6#$/.&("0#)6#"#$%&"+$?&/"97$6&"$/'"
+#&"13*+#&*"6#$/.&("7)?&78"+,"+$?&"97$6&")/"+#&"0,*7'%F"
"
"

"

 
4 For a much more detailed history and assessment of the Industrial Revolution see David 
Brooks’ essay, “The Nuclear Family was a Mistake” (The Atlantic, March 2020) 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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"
 

5 

!/"7&((")/'3(+*)$7)e&'"6,3/+*)&(5"$/'"$7(,"(,4&0#$+"0)+#"1$4)7)&("
0#)6#"#$%&")44).*$+&'"+,"4,*&")/'3(+*)$7)e&'"6,3/+*)&(5"+#&"
&L+&/'&'"1$4)78"#,3(&#,7'"4,'&7"#$("/,+"-&&/"+,+$778"
$-$/',/&'5"-3+"+,"%$*),3("&L+&/+(5"#$("-&&/"*&+$)/&'"1,*"$"
.&/&*$+),/",*"4,*&:&";,0&%&*5")+")("+*3&"+,"($8"+#$+")/"0&(+&*/"
/$+),/(5"+#&"&L+&/'&'"1$4)78"4,'&7"#$(5"1,*"+#&"4,(+"9$*+5"-&&/"

 
5  https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8905282/  
6 An historical survey of the immigration of various peoples into the United States would afford 
many examples. And a recent film entitled “The Farewell” makes for an excellent attestation of 
the point I am putting forth in this article.  https://youtu.be/aK1oXZ-jCZQ  

https://www.atchriststable.org/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC8905282/
https://youtu.be/aK1oXZ-jCZQ
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$-$/',/&'"$/'"*&97$6&'"0)+#"A+#&"/367&$*"1$4)78D5"6,/()(+)/.",1"
#3(-$/'5"0)1&5"$/'"P:c"6#)7'*&/:'""""
"
@#&"*&$7)+8")("+#$+"4,(+"J#*)(+)$/(")/"0&(+&*/"/$+),/("#$%&"-,3.#+"
)/+,"4$+&*)$7)(+)6"$(9)*$+),/("$/'".,$7(5"&%&/"4)(+$?&/78"7$-&7)/."
+#&"/367&$*"1$4)78"$("+#&"AJ#*)(+)$/D"4,'&7:"@#&"/367&$*"1$4)78"
#$("-&6,4&"+#&"/,*45"*&97$6)/."+#&"-)-7)6$7"4,'&7",1"&L+&/'&'"

1$4)78"#,3(&#,7'(:"@#)("#$("-&&/"9,(()-7&"-&6$3(&"
+&6#/,7,.)6$7"$'%$/6&(")/"+#&"6,/+&L+",1"6$9)+$7)(4"#$%&"&/$-7&'"
9&,97&")/"0&(+&*/"(,6)&+)&("+,"7)%&"A)/'&9&/'&/+78D",1"+#&)*"
&L+&/'&'"1$4)7)&("$/'"6,443/)+)&(:"@#&*&"4$8"-&"/,+#)/."
)/+*)/()6$778"0*,/."0)+#"6$9)+$7)(4"$/'"+&6#/,7,.)6$7"$'%$/6&("9&*"
(&:"T3+"0)+#"A+#&"/367&$*"1$4)78D"4,'&75"0#$+")("9*,%)/."+,"-&"
3/0)(&"$/'"1*$.)7&")("+#&"#$-)+",1"7)%)/."A)/'&9&/'&/+78D",1"
&L+&/'&'"1$4)7)&("$/'"6,443/)+)&(:""
"
@#,(&"0#,"$*&"&'36$+&'5"&23)99&'"0)+#"+#&"'&()*&'"(?)77(")/"+#&"
63**&/+"7$-,*"4$*?&+5"$/'"$*&"1)/$/6)$778"6,41,*+$-7&"(&&4"+,"-&"
&/W,8)/."+#&)*"A)/'&9&/'&/6&D:"T3+"+#)(")("9*,%)/."/,+"+,"-&"+#&"
6$(&"0)+#"+#&")/6*&$()/."/34-&*(",1"+#,(&"0#,"(+*3..7&"
1)/$/6)$778"$/'"$*&"/,+"-&)/.".$)/13778"&497,8&':""
"

 
7 Gallup Poll: “Americans: 2.5 Children is the ‘Ideal’ Family Size”: 
https://news.gallup.com/poll/27973/americans-25-children-ideal-family-size.aspx  

https://www.atchriststable.org/
https://news.gallup.com/poll/27973/americans-25-children-ideal-family-size.aspx
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_#$+"#$99&/(")/"$"/367&$*"1$4)78"7)%)/."+,"+#&"4$L",1"+#&)*"-3'.&+"
0#&/"+#&"4$)/"-*&$'I0)//&*"7,(&("+#&)*"W,-5",*"&%&/")1"+#&"(&6,/'"
)/6,4&"&$*/&*"7,(&("+#&)*"W,-f"_#$+"#$99&/("0#&/"(&*),3("
#&$7+#"6,/')+),/(",*"%$*),3("1,*4(",1"')($-)7)+)&("-&1$77"+#&"0,*?&*("
)/"+#&"/367&$*"1$4)78f"_#$+"#$99&/("0#&/"+#&"/367&$*"1$4)78"
0,*?&*("A$.&I,3+D5"6$/"/,"7,/.&*",-+$)/".,,'I9$8)/."W,-(5"$/'".,"
)/+,"*&+)*&4&/+f"=3*%&8("(#,0"+#$+"+#&")'&$",1"($%)/.("1,*"+#$+"
A*$)/8"'$8D"$*&"/,"7,/.&*"$"%)$-7&"*&$7)+8"1,*"+#&"4$W,*)+8",1"
9&,97&:("X,*&"$/'"4,*&5"W,-("0)+#"(311)6)&/+"*&+)*&4&/+"-&/&1)+("
$*&"-&6,4)/."$"+#)/.",1"+#&"9$(+:"V+"-&(+5"+#&(&"/367&$*"1$4)7)&("
43(+"'&9&/'"39,/".,%&*/4&/+"0&71$*&"9*,.*$4(:"V/'"$/8,/&"
0#,"#$("9&*(,/$7"&L9&*)&/6&"0)+#"+#&(&"9*,.*$4("?/,0("+#&8"
$*&"9,,*78"$'4)/)(+*$+&'5"$/'")/(311)6)&/+"9*,%)(),/(")/"$/8"6$(&:""
"
!/"$'')+),/"+,"1)/$/6)$7")((3&(5"+#&*&"$*&"4$/8"/&.$+)%&"4$**)$.&"
$/'"6#)7'I*&$*)/.")((3&("0#)6#"#$%&"-&&/"+#&"1*3)+"+#)("/367&$*"
1$4)78"$99*,$6#"+,"7)1&"4)/3("+#&"(399,*+(",1"&L+&/'&'"1$4)7)&("
$/'"6,443/)+)&(:)""
"

 
8 1 in 5 Americans have zero savings. Most Americans have less than $1000 in savings. If they lost 
their job, 2 out of 3 would not have enough in savings to cover 1 month of living expenses. 1 out 
of 3 have more credit card debt than savings.  
https://www.bankrate.com/banking/savings/emergency-savings-report/#tips-on-building-
emergency-fund  
9 Again, for a much more detailed assessment of the short-comings of the nuclear family model 
see David Brook’s essay, “The Nuclear Family was a Mistake” (The Atlantic) 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
https://www.bankrate.com/banking/savings/emergency-savings-report/#tips-on-building-emergency-fund
https://www.bankrate.com/banking/savings/emergency-savings-report/#tips-on-building-emergency-fund


 

Kingdom Households 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2024) ~ At Christ’s Table ~ https://www.AtChristsTable.org   

15 

V+"-&(+5"+#)("/367&$*"1$4)78"9#&/,4&/,/")(",/78"$"+&49,*$*8"
(6&/$*),"I"$/"3/0)(&"$99*,$6#"+,"7)1&"<"0#)6#"!"$4"(3..&(+)/.")("
6,/+*$*8"+,"+#&"^,*'>("'&()*&"1,*";)("K667&()$:"U&(3("($)'"+#$+"
+#&"9&,97&"0#,"-&7,/."+,";)4"$*&"A!["+#&"_,*7'D"-3+"A[,+"GM"

+#&"_,*7'D:!*"_&"6$//,+"&(6$9&"+#&"0,*7'"(8(+&45"/,*"',&("C,'"
97$/"+,"*&4,%&"3("1*,4")+"3/+)7"+#&"*&+3*/",1"J#*)(+"$/'"+#&"(+$*+",1"
+#&"/&0"$.&")/"+#&"/&0"#&$%&/("$/'"/&0"&$*+#:!!"T3+5"$("+#&"
J#3*6#"<"+#&"9&,97&",1"+#&"B)/.',4",1";&$%&/!""<"#,0"$*&"0&"+,"
-&"!["-3+"/,+"GM"+#)("_,*7'f"!/'&&'5"+#&"1$)73*&"+,"3/'&*(+$/'"
$/'"7)%&",3+"+#$+"')6#,+,48"#$("97$.3&'"+#&"J#3*6#"+#*,3.#,3+")+("
#)(+,*8:"V/'"+#&"()+3$+),/")(".&++)/."&%&/"4,*&"6#$77&/.)/."$("+)4&"
.,&(",/:"""
"
“God is at work for good ….” 
 
”God causes all things to work together for good to those who 
love God, to those who are called according to His purpose. For 
those whom He foreknew, He also predestined to 
become conformed to the image of His Son, so that He would be 
the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.” Romans 8:28-29 
"
!"$4"[G@"(3..&(+)/."+#$+"+#&"&L+&/'&'"1$4)78"#,3(&#,7'"4,'&7")("
0)+#,3+")+(",0/"9,(()-7&"9)+1$77(:"_&"$77"#$%&"&L9&*)&/6&'"+#&"

 
10 John 17:15-16 
11 Cf., Isaiah 65:17; 66:22; Mark 3:31; 2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 21:2, 5. 
12 Philippians 3:20 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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%$*),3("A',0/()'&(D",1"1$4)78"*&7$+),/(#)9(")/"+#)("1$77&/"0,*7':"G3*"
V'%&*($*8"#$("-&&/"23)+&"(366&((137")/"#)("$++$6?(",/"+#&"1$4)78"
$/'"1$4)78"*&7$+),/(#)9(:"_&"(&&"(,4&",1"+#&(&"&%&/"*&6,*'&'")/"
+#&"(6*)9+3*&(:!+"[&%&*+#&7&((5"0#$+"!"VX"(3..&(+)/.")("+#)(F"
"
M)*(+785"+#&";,78"=9)*)+"3(&("+#&"1*$)7+)&("$/'"1$)73*&(")/"#34$/"
*&7$+),/(#)9("E1$77&/"$/'"*&'&&4&'H"1,*",3*")/(+*36+),/"$/'"+*$)/)/."
)/"1,*.)%&/&((5"1,*",3*".*,0+#")/"$.$9&"7,%&!%5"$/'"1,*",3*"-&)/."
+*$/(1,*4&'"$/'"6,/1,*4&'")/+,"+#&")4$.&",1"J#*)(+!,:"V"
')(63((),/",1"+#&(&"+#)/.("0,37'"*&23)*&"$"/34-&*",1"$'')+),/$7"
$*+)67&(:"
"
=&6,/'785"0#)7&"/,+"0)+#,3+"9,(()-7&"9)+1$77(5"+#&"&L+&/'&'"1$4)78"
#,3(&#,7'"4,'&7"YGK=",11&*"-&/&1)+("1,*"+#&"#34$/"6,/')+),/5"
$/'"$"-)-7)6$778I-$(&'"A1$)7I($1&D"1,*"'&$7)/."0)+#"#34$/"0&$?/&(("
$/'"1$)73*&")/"*&7$+),/(#)9(:"
"

 
13 “The Bible doesn’t gloss over sin, and it records a number of family problems, starting with 
Adam’s blame-shifting, with his wife as the target (Genesis 3:12). Sibling rivalry crops up in the 
stories of Cain and Abel, Jacob and Esau, and Joseph and his brothers. Jealousy among wives—
one of the negative consequences of polygamy—is found in the stories of Hannah, and Leah and 
Rachel. Eli and Samuel dealt with wayward children. Jonathan was almost murdered by his 
father, Saul. David was brokenhearted by his son Absalom’s rebellion. Hosea experienced marital 
difficulties.” (“What Does the Bible Say about Family Problems?” 
https://www.gotquestions.org/family-problems.html ) 
14 Strong’s # 26. The God-kind of love. Jesus commanded us to love one another AS HE LOVED 
US. John 13:34. Cf., 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. 
15 Romans 8:29, 12:2; 2 Corinthians 3:18 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
https://www.bibleref.com/Genesis/3/Genesis-3-12.html
https://www.gotquestions.org/family-problems.html
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@#)*'785"!"-&7)&%&"+#&"&L+&/'&'"1$4)78"#,3(&#,7'"4,'&7")("+#&"
)/(+)+3+),/"C,'"#$("'&()./&'"1,*"+#&"#34$/"1$4)78"<"$/'"
9$*+)637$*78"$("$"0)+/&(("+,"+#&"0,*7'"+#*,3.#"+#,(&"0#,"$*&"9$*+"
,1"+#&";,3(&#,7'",1"C,':"""
"
Goshen 
"
V("!"($)'"&$*7)&*5"+#&"NP";&-*&0"+*)-&("&4$/$+&'"1*,4"+#&"(,/(",1"
U$6,-"$/'"+#&)*"*&(9&6+)%&"&L+&/'&'"1$4)78"#,3(&#,7'(:"^&+>("
*&%)&0"+#&"(+,*8",1"U$6,-"$/'"#)("(,/("&$*78")/"+#&)*"#)(+,*8"I"0#&/"
+#&8"0&*&")/"K.89+:!&"“Now these things happened to them as an 
example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom 
the ends of the ages have come.”17 “For whatever was written in 
earlier times was written for our instruction, so 
that through perseverance and the encouragement of the 
Scriptures we might have hope.”18  
"
@#&"(,/(",1"U$6,-"#$'"(,7'"+#&)*"-*,+#&*5"U,(&9#5")/+,"6$9+)%)+8")/"
K.89+:"_#$+"+#&8"4&$/+"1,*"&%)75"C,'"4&$/+"1,*".,,'F"C,'"
9*,4,+&'"U,(&9#"+,"$"97$6&",1"*&(9&6+"$/'"(+$+3*&")/"K.89+5"
+#*,3.#"$/"$-)7)+8"+,")/+&*9*&+"S#$*,$#>("'*&$4(5"$/'"+#&")/.&/3)+8"
+,"9*,(9&*"+#&"/$+),/",1"K.89+:""
"

 
16 Cf. Genesis 46-47 
17 1 Corinthians 10:11 
18 Romans 15:4 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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!/"+)4&5"-&6$3(&",1"$"1$4)/&5"+#&"(,/(",1"U$6,-"+*$%&7&'"+,"K.89+"
(&&?)/."(3*%)%$7:"!/"+#&"=6*)9+3*&5"K.89+"()./)1)&("+#&"0,*7'"
(8(+&4:";&*&")("$"9)6+3*&",1"C,'>("9&,97&"-&)/."A!["+#&"_,*7'5"
-3+"/,+"GM"+#&"_,*7'D!)"C,'"$77,0&'";)("9&,97&"+,"-&")/"6$9+)%)+8"
+,"K.89+"I"$"0,*7'78"9,0&*:"@#&"'&(6&/'$/+(",1"+#&"+*)-&(",1"
U$6,-"0,37'"&L9&*)&/6&"+#)("($4&"?)/'",1"6$9+)%)+8"$.$)/"$/'"
$.$)/"7$+&*")/"+#&)*"#)(+,*8"<"/$4&785"6$9+)%)+)&("+,"+#&"T$-87,/)$/(5"
+#&"V((8*)$/(5"+#&"S&*()$/(5"+#&"C*&&?(5"+#&"\,4$/(:"!+")("/,"
')11&*&/+"1,*"+#,(&")/"+#&"K667&()$5"0#,"$*&"“strangers and exiles”20 

!["+#)("_,*7'5"-3+"/,+"GM"+#)("_,*7':""
"
T3+"$(")(",1+&/"+#&"6$(&5"=+$+)(4"EK49&*,*"_,*(#)9H"'&%&7,9(5"$("
0&"#34$/"-&)/.("#$%&"+#&"/$+3*$7"+&/'&/68"+,"(&*%&",3*"(,3*6&:"
V/'"(,5"0&"$*&"6,/(+$/+78"7&$*/)/."+,"(&&?"C,'"$/'",3*"
“heavenly citizenship”215"$4)'(+",3*"“struggle against the rulers, 
against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, 
against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places”225"
$/'"$.$)/(+"+#&"_,*7'5"+#&"M7&(#5"$/'"+#&"Y&%)7:"T3+"+#)("%&*8"
(+*3..7&"(&*%&("+,"1,*.&"3(")/+,"+#&"9&,97&",1"C,'"<"“a Bride 
having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she would 
be holy and blameless.”23.""

 
19 John 17 
20 Hebrews 11:13 
21 Philippians 3:20 
22 Ephesians 6:12 
23 Ephesians 5:27 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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T3+"-$6?"+,"+#&"+*)-&(",1"U$6,-")/"K.89+F"@#&*&"+#&8"0&*&"*&3/)+&'"
0)+#"U,(&9#:"@#*,3.#"#)(")/173&/6&"0)+#"S#$*,$#5"U,(&9#"0$("
$-7&"+,"(&63*&"#)("1$4)78"9*,%)(),/")/"K.89+")/"$"7$/'"6$77&'"
C,(#&/:"%"@#&8"7)%&'")/"K.89+"$("$"(,6)&+8"(&+I$9$*+"+,"C,':"T3+"
+#&8"0&*&"3/'&*"+#&"*37&",1"K.89+"E$(")("+#&"K667&()$H:"T,+#"K.89+"
$/'"C,(#&/"*&9*&(&/+"(9)*)+3$7"&/+)+)&(")/"+#&"[&0"@&(+$4&/+F"
K.89+"()./)1)&("+#&"0,*7'"(8(+&45"$/'"C,(#&/5"0#)6#"4&$/("
A'*$0)/."/&$*D")/";&-*&0",5"()./)1)&("+#&"9*,4)(&(",1"+#&"[&0"

J,%&/$/+".3$*$/+&&'")/"J#*)(+:"&"C,'>("9&,97&"9*,(9&*&'"$/'"
)/6*&$(&'"0#)7&"+#&8"0&*&")/"C,(#&/5"1,*")+"0$("$"97$6&",1"')%)/&"
9*,%)(),/:"V/'"$1+&*"+#&"')%)/&78"'&()./$+&'"`dd"8&$*(5"+#&"^,*'"
'&7)%&*&'";)("9&,97&"6,497&+&78",3+",1"+#$+"0,*7'"(8(+&45"$(";&"
0)77"$.$)/5"-3+",/78"$+"+#&"&/'",1"+#)("$.&"$+"J#*)(+>("*&+3*/:""
"
From Shepherds to Slaves 
"
=6*)9+3*&")/1,*4("3("0#&/"+#$+"S#$*,$#"')&'5"+#&"/&L+"S#$*,$#"
#$'"$"%&*8"')11&*&/+"9&*(9&6+)%&",/"$/'"$++)+3'&"+,0$*'("+#&"+*)-&("
,1"U$6,-"7)%)/.")/"#)("',4$)/:"!/"C,(#&/5"C,'>("9&,97&"#$'"
9*,(9&*&'"$/'")/6*&$(&'")/"/34-&*5"(,"436#"(,"+#$+"+#&"S#$*,$#"
1&7+")+"0,37'"-&")/"#)("-&(+")/+&*&(+"+,"6#$/.&"+#&"(#&9#&*'(")/+,"

 
24 Cf. Genesis 48 
25 Brown-Driver-Briggs Hebrew Lexicon 
26 Cf. 2 Corinthians 1:20 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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(7$%&("0#,"0,37'"(&*%&"+#&"0&71$*&"$/'"&L9$/(),/",1"#)("&(+$+&:"'"
V("9,,*"$/'",99*&((&'"(7$%&("E)/"+#&"_,*7'"(8(+&4H5"+#&"+*)-&(",1"
U$6,-"7&$*/&'"+,"-&$*",/&"$/,+#&*>("-3*'&/(:"@#&".,%&*/4&/+"
0$(",99*&(()%&:"@)4&("0&*&"#$*':"^)1&"-&6$4&"+,,"436#"+,"-&$*"
0)+#,3+"+#&"4$+&*)$75"&4,+),/$75"$/'"(9)*)+3$7"(399,*+",1"+#&"
-*&+#*&/:"V/'"(,5"0&"(&&"+#$+")/";)("0)(',45"$(";&"#$("',/&"$"
/34-&*",1"+)4&(")/"#)(+,*85"C,'"3+)7)e&'"+#&"0,*7'"(8(+&4"+,"
6,/1,*4";)("9&,97&"$66,*')/."+,";)("?)/.',4"97$/("$/'"
93*9,(&(:"(";&"+,,?"$/")/'&9&/'&/+"/,4$')6"9&,97&5"$/'"-&.$/"
+,"1,*.&"+#&4")/+,"$"6,#&()%&"6,443/)+8"-8"%)*+3&",1"+#&"
/&6&(()+8",1")/+&*'&9&/'&/6&:""
"
V1+&*"+#&"')%)/&78"'&()./$+&'"`dd"8&$*(5"+#&"^,*'"'&7)%&*&'";)("
9&,97&"6,497&+&78",3+",1"+#$+"0,*7'"(8(+&4"E$(";&"0)77"$.$)/5",/78"
$+"+#&"&/'",1"+#)("$.&"$+"J#*)(+>("*&+3*/H:"V/'"13*+#&*"(#$9)/."
0,37'"+$?&"97$6&"1,*"+#&"`d"8&$*("+#&8"0$/'&*&'")/"+#&"
_)7'&*/&((5"(,"+#$+"+#&8"4).#+"-&6,4&"3/)1)&'"&/,3.#"+,"13/6+),/"
$("$/"$*48"+,"9,((&(("+#&"S*,4)(&'"^$/'"0#)6#"7$8"$#&$':""""
"
V/'"(,5"C,'"-*,3.#+"+#&"+*)-&(",1"U$6,-")/+,"$"9#8()6$7"AS*,4)(&'"
^$/'D"$/'")/+,"$"9$*+)637$*"6,%&/$/+"0)+#";)4(&71"<"+#&"G7'"

 
27 Cf. Exodus 1:6-14 
28 Historically, God’s people are well-acquainted with Captivity: 400 years in Egypt; 40 years in 
the Wilderness; approximately 400 years of living with the pagan nations of Canaan; 70 years in 
Babylon; and the Dispersion from Jerusalem in 70 A.D. 
 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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J,%&/$/+"<"+#&"X,($)6"&L9*&((),/",1";)("B)/.',4:"G1"6,3*(&5"+#&"
AS*,4)(&'"^$/'D"1,*"-&7)&%&*(")/"+#&"[&0"J,%&/$/+")("[G@"
$/80#&*&",/"+#)("9*&(&/+"&$*+#5"-3+"*$+#&*")/"+#&"/&0"#&$%&/"$/'"
+#&"/&0"&$*+#")"<"“a better country, that is, a heavenly one”.30 

"
A New Testament Interpretation  

of an Old Testament Type 
"
J,37'"C,(#&/"()./)18"1,*"3("+,'$8"$"97$6&",1"C,'>("9*,%)(),/"1,*"
;)("9&,97&")/"+#&"4)'(+",1"+#&"0,*7'"(8(+&4f"!(")+"$"97$6&",1"
(9)*)+3$7"9*,%)(),/f"G*"4$+&*)$7"9*,%)(),/f"J$/")+"*&9*&(&/+"
A?)/.',4"7)1&D"#&*&",/"+#)("&$*+#5")/"+#)("$.&5"1,*"+*)-&(5"
#,3(&#,7'(",1"&L+&/'&'"1$4)7)&(",1"C,'>("9&,97&"0#,"$*&"!["+#&"
_,*7'5"-3+"/,+"GM"+#&"_,*7'f""
"
V"6,397&",1")/)+)$7",-(&*%$+),/(F"!/"+#&"G7'"@&(+$4&/+5"C,(#&/"
0$("$"97$6&",1"4$+&*)$7"9*,%)(),/"1,*"+#&"!(*$&7)+&(:"!+"0$("![5"-3+"
/,+"GM"K.89+:"!+"(#,37'"-&"/,+&'"+#$+")/"C,'>("9*,%)(),/"1,*";)("
9&,97&")/"K.89+5";&"')'"/,+#)/."+,"4$?&"+#&"(3**,3/')/."(,6)&+8"
7&(("9$.$/5",*"4,*&"*&7).),3(5",*"4,*&"!(*$&7)5",*")/"$/8"0$8""

A/)6&*D:"!/"1$6+5"$("+)4&"0&/+",/5";&"$77,0&'"+#$+"#34$/"
.,%&*/4&/+"+,"-&6,4&",99*&(()%&",1";)("9&,97&:""

 
29 Revelation 21:1-8 
30 Hebrews 11:16 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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"
!/"$"[&0"@&(+$4&/+")/+&*9*&+$+),/5"C,(#&/"*&9*&(&/+("9*)4$*)78"
(9)*)+3$7"9*,%)(),/"<"+#$+")(F"“The kingdom of God is not meat or 

drink, but righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit”.+! 

_#)7&"0&"$*&"/,+"GM"+#&"_,*7'5"0&"$*&"!["+#&"_,*7'5"0#&*&"U&(3("
($)'"0&"“will have tribulation”.32"C,'"',&(/>+"+$?&"3(",3+",1"+#&"
_,*7'5"/,*"',&(";&"4$?&"+#&"_,*7'"4,*&"J#*)(+)$/I1*)&/'785"-3+"
;&"“keeps us away from the Evil One”33. ;,0&%&*5"0#)7&"“the 
kingdom of God is … righteousness and peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit”, +#&"[&0"@&(+$4&/+"',&(")/')6$+&"+#$+"C,'"9*,4)(&("
4$+&*)$7"9*,%)(),/"1,*";)("9&,97&:"EX$++#&0"RFaNIaPQ"^3?&"NPFPPI
aNQ"J1:"P"J,*)/+#)$/("OFgQ"S#)7)99)$/("`FNOH"=,5"0&"(#,37'"-&$*")/"
4)/'"+#$+"C,'")("13778"$0$*&"+#$+"0&"$*&"!["+#&"0,*7'F"G3*"
#&$%&/78"M$+#&*"?/,0("0#$+"0&"/&&'"4$+&*)$7785"$/'"9*,4)(&("
4$+&*)$7"9*,%)(),/5")1"0&"“seek first the kingdom and His 

righteousness”."_#)7&"J#*)(+>("?)/.',4")("/,+"GM"+#)("0,*7'5"C,'"
#$("$"4$/)1&(+$+),/",1")+"!["+#)("_,*7'5"“in the whole world for a 

witness to all the nations” (Matthew 24:14)5"$/'"“so that the 
multifaceted wisdom of God might now be made known 
through the church to the rulers and the authorities in the 
heavenly places.” (Ephesians 3:10)"
 
 

 
31 Romans 14:17 
32 John 16:33 
33 John 17:15 He did not pray to keep the Evil One away from us, but rather to keep us away 
from the Evil One! 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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Kingdom Households 
What Do They Look Like? 

 

_#$+"',"0&"4&$/"-8"+#&"+&*4"AB)/.',4";,3(&#,7'Df"_#$+"
0,37'"+#&8"7,,?"7)?&f"@,"-&.)/5"7&+"4&"$''*&(("$"9$*+)637$*")((3&"
)/"$/"&11,*+"+,"&7)4)/$+&"(,4&"1$7(&")49*&((),/("<"/$4&785"437+)97&"
1$4)7)&("3/'&*",/&"*,,1F"_#)7&",3+",1"/&6&(()+85")+"XVh"%&*8"0&77"
-&"+#&"6$(&"+&49,*$7785"-3+"!"$4"[G@"$'%,6$+)/."$"()+3$+),/"
0#&*&"437+)97&"1$4)7)&("XZ=@"$77"7)%&"3/'&*"+#&"($4&"*,,1:""
"
“For this reason (hence, therefore, because of this, on account of this34) 
a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his 
wife; and they shall become one flesh.”  Genesis 2:24 
"
V74,(+"3/)%&*($7785"+#)("%&*(&")(")/+&*9*&+&'"+,"4&$/"+#$+"$"(,/"
A(#$77"7&$%&D"E7)+&*$778H"+#&"#,3(&",1"#)("9$*&/+("0#&/"#&"+$?&("$"
0)1&"$/'"-&.)/("$"1$4)78:"T3+"0#$+"',&(")+"4&$/"+,"A7&$%&Df"XZ=@"

 
34 Hebrew: ‘ai-, Strong’s # 5921; Greek: heneka, Strong’s # 1752 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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+#&"4$**)&'"(,/"7)%&"3/'&*"$"')11&*&/+"*,,1")/",*'&*"+,"A67&$%&"+,"#)("
0)1&Df"!1",3+",1"/&6&(()+85"XVh"+#&"4$**)&'"(,/"7)%&"3/'&*"+#&"
($4&"*,,1"0)+#"#)("9$*&/+(f"S7&$(&"6,/()'&*"+#)("6,44&/+$*8",/"
+#&"9$(($.&"-8"]),/8"]&%)+F+,"""
"
“Verse 24 follows logically on verse 23 in its projection that men will 
take wives and become “one flesh”: Just as Eve came from Adam’s flesh, 
so are men and women destined to reunite. But what of the text’s 
apparent statement that men must leave their parents? Adam, after 
all, has no biological parents to leave. How, then, does this 
statement relate to its narrative context? 
 
Reconsidering the meaning of  ya‘azob: The Biblical Evidence: 
The Bible contains 216 verbs formed on the root of yaʿazob: ʿ-z-b. In 
three passages, the sense of “leave” or “abandon” is inappropriate, and 
the verbs must be understood as conveying a different sense. 
 
Helping One’s Neighbor’s Donkey 
The first of these is Exodus 23:5: 

-./012345"ijkl"mknopqr"stuvwn"xywz{pt|}"nw~��"mj{s{m"u{xyj}pvw"
vos}�{�omj}"u��t�w~"�vw"�}�w~"mj{�t�w~"�kujv: 

Exod 23:5 ‘When you see the ass of your enemy lying under its burden and 
would refrain from setting it right[4] (meʿazob), you must nevertheless 
set it right (ʿazob taʿazob) with him.’ In other words, together with your 

 
35 Ziony Zevit is Emeritus Distinguished Professor of Biblical Literature and Northwest Semitic 
Languages and Literatures at the American Jewish University. He earned his BA at USC, and his 
MA, Can. Phil., and Ph.D. at UC Berkeley. He currently teaches at the Hebrew University. Among 
his books are The Religions of Ancient Israel (2001), Diachrony in Biblical Hebrew (2012) (with 
Cynthia Miller-Naudé), and What Really Happened in the Garden of Eden? (2013). 
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enemy, you must help reposition the load on the donkey’s back so that 
the animals can stand up. 
Although Deuteronomy 22:4, addressing a similar set of circumstances, 
does not use forms of the verb ʿ-z-b, it clarifies the intention of the words 
in Exodus. Deuteronomy instructs Israelites not to be oblivious when 
they see a kinsman’s donkey or ox fallen on the road, most likely under a 
load: 

6789:12746"�wp"mknopqr"pqm"stuvwn"p}skl|}"pvw"x�vwnvw"zw�o�kl�"
~j{�jqnq|o"vorkmo�{�j{uomj}"u�rq�"r}���"mj}�kl�"�kujvw: 

Deut 22:4 I’f you see your fellow’s ass or ox fallen on the road, do not ignore 
it; you must help him raise it (hakem takim).‘ This verse instructs the 
Israelite to help his kinsman get the animal to its feet, to help correct a 
situation deemed unfortunate. 
 
Restoring a Wall 
The second passage occurs in a description of workers reconstructing 
gates and repairing breaches in the walls of Jerusalem: 

;<.95134<"�{�"l}�vw"rqs��kl�"���jklp��"~jq�"s{nortl}r"�vwno�kl�"�"vo�{�"
l}�vw"rqs��kl�"stz{zol}r"~jq�"r}n{�j}skl�"v{lj{�{�o~vj"lonvjx�}�{k�"�{�"
r{svwu}r"r}nos}~}r: 

Neh 3:8 ‘Next to them, Uzziel son of Harhaiah, [of the] smiths, repaired. 
Next to him, Hananiah, of the perfumers. They restored (yaʿazebu) 
Jerusalem as far as the Broad Wall.‘The third passage occurs later, in 
verse 34 of the same chapter in Nehemiah. In a speech to fellow 
opponents of the wall-building project in Jerusalem, Sanaballat asks: 

;<.95134=6":::u}r"r{ljorvj�kl�"r}ptu��}�kl�"�wxykl�"rtl{�{�o~vj"�}rq�"
rtlk�o~j}svj"r{loi{�jvj"~{ljvw�"r{los{ljvj"pqm"r}pt~}zkl�"u��tn�uvwm"
rq�}�}n"vor�uj}r"xyonvj�vwm: 

Neh 3:34 …’What are the miserable Jews doing? Will they restore 
(yaʿazebu), offer sacrifice, and finish one day? Can they revive those 
stones out of the dust heaps, burned as they are?’"
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Homonyms: Two Meanings of ʿ-z-b 
In commenting on Exodus 23:5, medieval Jewish exegetes such as Rashi, 
Rashbam, and Ibn Ezra point to the distinctly different sense of the verbs 
formed from the root ʿ-z-b in these verses. Only in the twentieth 
century, however, did scholars associate these meanings with a second 
root, which lexicons list as ʿ-z-b II, with cognates in Akkadian, 
Epigraphic South Arabic, Geʿez, and Ugaritic. On the basis of these 
cognates, the posited meanings of ʿ-z-b II are “to help, fix, make 
whole, set right.” 
 
The Geʿez cognate, ʿazzaba, “to assist, uphold, help,” is particularly 
relevant to Genesis 2:24. Based on this understanding of ʿ-z-b, our verse 
can be translated: “Therefore a man strengthens / supports / helps 
his father and his mother and clings to his woman / wife and they 
become one flesh.” 
 
God as Adam’s Parent 
Once we recognize that Genesis 2:24 is making use of this second root of 
ʿ-z-b II, we can understand how it connects to the preceding narrative. 
As noted earlier, Genesis 2:24 follows a narrative in which God brings 
Adam into the world, employs him in his garden, provides for his 
sustenance, and provides him with a proper, human wife. In all these 
matters, God acts like a good, responsible parent (Gen 24:1–4; 38:2, 
6; Jud 14:2–3). The typical parent was expected to raise children to 
adulthood and, in return, expected that they (the children) would remain 
loyal and responsible (Isa 1:2; Prov 10:1; 17:6; 22:6). By working in 
the garden, Adam has fulfilled his obligation to God, and he will 
presumably continue to do so. The “hence” of verse 24 spells out the 
implication of the complete Adam narrative for all of his descendants: 
they are obligated to care for their parents (Exod 20:12; Deut 5:16) 
and, simultaneously, to cling to their wives.” 
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Proximity 
"
_#)7&"!"',"-&7)&%&"+#&"6,44&/+$*8"$-,%&")("$663*$+&5"!"0,37'"/,+"
($8"+#$+"437+)97&"1$4)7)&("7)%)/."3/'&*"+#&"($4&"*,,1")(")/"(,4&"
0$8"$"*&23)*&4&/+"1,*"$"A?)/.',4"#,3(&#,7'D:"!"-&7)&%&"+#&"
13/6+),/)/."$(9&6+"<"+#&"9*$6+)6$7)+8",1"#&79)/.5"39#,7')/.5"$/'"
6,41,*+)/.5"&/6,3*$.)/.",/&"$/,+#&*"<")("+#&"&((&/6&",1"
?)/.',4"#,3(&#,7'(5"*$+#&*"+#$/"+#&"9#8()6$7)+8",1"#$%)/."+,"7)%&"
+,.&+#&*"3/'&*"+#&"($4&"*,,1:";,0&%&*5"!"',"+#)/?")+",-%),3("+#$+"
9#8()6$7"9*,L)4)+8")("$"4$W,*"1$6+,*:"T3+")/"$/8"6$(&5"&%&/")1"+#&"
+0,"1$4)7)&("$*&"/,+")/"67,(&"9*,L)4)+85"+#$+"',&("/,+"+,+$778"/&.$+&"
+#&"$-)7)+8"+,"#&795"39#,7'5"$/'"6,41,*+5"&/6,3*$.&",/&"$/,+#&*5"
$7+#,3.#"+#&*&"$*&",-%),3("7)4)+$+),/(:""
"
_#&+#&*"+#&"()+3$+),/")("7)%)/."3/'&*"+#&"($4&"*,,15"7)%)/.")/"67,(&"
9*,L)4)+85",*"7)%)/."$"')(+$/6&"$0$8"1*,4",/&"$/,+#&*5"0&"$*&"+,"
3/'&*(+$/'"+#$+"A7&$%)/.D"',&("/,+"4&$/"7)+&*$778"$-$/',/)/."A+#&"
.$*'&/D"<"+#&"#,3(&#,7'"<",1"+#&"9$*&/+(:"T3+"*$+#&*"+#&"4$**)&'"
(,/")("#&79)/.5"39#,7')/.5"$/'"6,41,*+)/.5"&/6,3*$.)/.",/&"+#&"
9$*&/+(5"0#)7&"()437+$/&,3(78"“being joined, and becoming one 

with his wife”:"@#)(")("0#$+"+#&"9$*&/+("9*&%),3(78"')'"1,*"+#&"(,/5"
$/'"+#)(")("0#$+"+#&"(,/"(#,37'"',")/"*&+3*/:"!"(3..&(+"+#$+"+#)(")("
%&*8"436#"*&7$+&'"+#&"6,44$/'4&/+5"“honor your father and 

your mother” (Exodus 20:12)"<"“which is the first commandment 
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with a promise”:"V/'")+")("()./)1)6$/+"+,"9,)/+",3+"#&*&"+#$+"+#&"
9*,4)(&")(F"“that it may be well with you, and that you may live 

long on the earth”. (Ephesians 6:2-3H"@#$+"A0&77I-&)/.D"
&/6$9(37$+&("+#&"+#&4&",1"+#)("$*+)67&F “Bearing one another’s 
burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ”. (Galatians 6:2)"""""
"
Extended Household Family Privacy 
 

@#&")/'&9&/'&/+"(9)*)+"0$("-,*/")/"+#&"C$*'&/"0#&/"V'$4"$/'"
K%&"6#,(&"+,"7)%&")/'&9&/'&/+",1"C,'"$/'";)("7$0:"!+"0$(/>+"7,/."
-&1,*&"0&"#&$*"J$)/"6#$77&/.)/.F"“Am I my brother’s keeper?” 

(Genesis 4:9) @#&"$/(0&*"+,"#)("*#&+,*)6$7"23&(+),/")(5"Ah&(D:"@#&"
^,*'>(")/+&/+),/"0$(")/'&&'"1,*"-*&+#*&/"+,"“bear one another’s 

burdens” (Galatians 6:2)36"I"![@K\YKSK[YK[JK"E)/+&*I
*&7$+),/(#)95"43+3$7)+8H5"/,+")/'&9&/'&/6&"E$3+,/,485"(&71I*37&5"
(&71I'&+&*4)/$+),/H:""""""
"
h&+5"+#&"=6*)9+3*&("#$%&"436#"+,"($8"$-,3+"9*)%$685"')(6*&+),/5"
$/'"6,/1)'&/+)$7)+8")/",3*")/+&*I9&*(,/$7"*&7$+),/(#)9("<"$/'")/",3*"
7)%)/."23$*+&*(:"_#)7&"0&"$*&"+,"-&"A0)+#,3+".3)7&D+'5"$/'",9&/"$/'"
+*$/(9$*&/+"0)+#",/&"$/,+#&*")/"J#*)(+>("T,'85";)("7,%&"$7(,"
“keeps every confidentiality”. (1 Corinthians 13:7)"@#&*&")("
0)(',4")/"+#&"=6*)9+3*&("$''*&(()/."9*)%$685"')(6*&+),/5"$/'"

 
36 Shortly, we will address the apparent contradiction between Galatians 6 verse 2 and verse 5. 
37 Psalm 32:2; John 1:47; 1 Peter 2:22 
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6,/1)'&/+)$7)+8")/"6,/%&*($+),/"ES*,%&*-("NNFNa5"NPFPa5"NRFPg5"
PdFNOQ"X$++#&0"NgFNcQ"N"@)4,+#8"cFNaH5"$("0&77"$("9#8()6$7"
9*)%$68")/",3*"7)%)/."23$*+&*("EC&/&()("`aFadQ"U,&7"PQNRQ"X$++#&0"
RFRH:""""
"
M*,4",3*"9&*(,/$7"&L9&*)&/6&"�"@#&*&"#$%&"-&&/"+)4&(")/",3*"
7)%&("0#&/"0&"#$%&"7)%&'"$("+0,"1$4)7)&("3/'&*",/&"*,,1F"@#&*&"
#$%&"-&&/"+)4&("0#&/",3*"$'37+"6#)7'*&/"0&*&"+&49,*$*)78"
3/&497,8&'5"$/'"+#&)*"(9,3(&"$/'"1$4)78"/&&'&'"A$"97$6&"+,"
(+$8D:"@#&*&"#$%&"-&&/"+)4&("0#&/"0&"$("9$*&/+(",*"$'37+"
6#)7'*&/"$/'"+#&)*"1$4)7)&("0&*&"*&I7,6$+)/."$/'"#$%&"/&&'&'"
+&49,*$*8"#,3()/.:"@#&*&"#$%&"-&&/"+)4&("0#&/",3*"#&$7+#"
9*,-7&4("/&6&(()+$+&'"A7)%&I)/D"6$*&:"!/"1$6+5"$+"$"6&*+$)/"9,)/+")/"
+#&"7)%&(",1"+#&"&7'&*785"'&6)(),/("/&&'"+,"-&"4$'&"$("+,"#,0"+,"
-&(+"9*,%)'&"A1377"+)4&D"6$*&:"V/'"9$*&/+("-&)/."+$?&/")/"-8"+#&)*"
$'37+"6#)7'*&/"$/'".*$/'6#)7'*&/"#$("#)(+,*)6$778"-&&/"+#&"$/(0&*"
3/+)7"+#&"/367&$*"1$4)78"-&6$4&"(,"9*&%$7&/+5"$/'"A/3*()/."#,4&(D"
+#&/"-&6$4&"+#&"',4)/$/+"(,73+),/:"T3+"A$.)/.")/"97$6&D"0)+#"
A1$4)78"6$*&I.)%&*(D")("/,0"$.$)/"-&6,4)/."+#&"9*&1&*&/6&"
-&6$3(&",1"*&6,./)e&'"9#8()6$7"$/'"&4,+),/$7"-&/&1)+(:+("@#&(&"

 
38  https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC9495472/  “77% of adults over 50 would 
prefer to age in place.” (AARP 2021) https://livablecommunities.aarpinternational.org “In the 
past 20 years, the number of community-dwelling adults in traditional housing has increased, 
while those living in nursing homes has declined.” Trends in the use of residential settings among 
older adults.” The Journals of Gerontology. Series B, Psychological Sciences and Social 
Sciences, 77(2), 424–428. 10.1093/geronb/gbab092, Toth, M., Palmer, L., Bercaw, L., Voltmer, H., 
& Karon, S. L. (2022, February 3).  
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()+3$+),/("$*&".&*4$/&"+,"+#&"#34$/"6,/')+),/5"$/'")+")("$"
0,/'&*137"6,41,*+"+,"?/,0",/&"6$/"'&9&/'",/"+#&"(399,*+",1"

,/&>("1$4)78"$+"(36#"+)4&(:""
"
G1"6,3*(&5"+#)(")("/,+"+,"($8"+#$+"+0,"1$4)7)&("7)%)/."3/'&*"+#&"
($4&"*,,1")("/,+"0)+#,3+")+("9*,-7&4("$/'"6#$77&/.&(:"@,"-&"67&$*5"
+#&"9*)%$68",1"&$6#"1$4)78"3/)+"(#,37'"-&"*&(9&6+&'"$/'"
4$)/+$)/&':"_#&+#&*"+0,"1$4)7)&("$*&"7)%)/."3/'&*"+#&"($4&"*,,1"
,*"/,+5"+#)("9*)%$68")(",1"6,3*(&"/,+"$70$8("&$(8"+,"$66,497)(#",*"
4$)/+$)/:"V/'"-&6$3(&",1",3*"#34$/"0&$?/&((&(5"0&"0)77"$+"
+)4&("&/'"39"%),7$+)/.",/&"$/,+#&*>("9*)%$685"+#&/"*&9&/+)/.5"
1,*.)%)/.5"$/'"*&(+,*)/."9&$6&")/"+#&"&L+&/'&'"#,3(&#,7':"T3+"
$66,*')/."+,",3*"1$)+#5"“we know that God is at work in all 
things for good … to conform us to the image of His Son” 
(Romans 8:28-29)"<"&%&/")/"$/'"+#*,3.#"1$4)7)$7"*&7$+),/$7"
6,/17)6+(:"!/"1$6+5"+#$+")(",/&",1"+#&"(#$*9&(+"$/'"4,(+"'&7)6$+&"
(6$79&7(")/"+#&"Y)%)/&"S#8()6)$/>("-$.:"""
"
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Household Burdens 
 

 
 

The Family Business & The Business of Family 
"
A;Z=TV[Y\hD5")/")+(",*).)/$7"3($.&5"*&1&**&'"+,"+#&"
4$/$.&4&/+",1"',4&(+)6"$11$)*(5"$/'"*&(,3*6&(:"!/"+#&"G7'"
@&(+$4&/+5"+#&"0,*'"+*$/(7$+&'"#3(-$/'4$/"6,4&("1*,4"+#&"
;&-*&0"0,*'"$'$4$#+)5"0#)6#"()4978"4&$/("A,1"+#&"&$*+#D",*"A,1"
+#&"7$/'D:"@#)(")("+#&"($4&";&-*&0"0,*'"1*,4"0#)6#"0&".&+"
V'$45"+#&"/$4&",1"+#&"1)*(+"4$/5"0#,4"C,'"97$6&'")/"K'&/%*"I"
93*9,(&78"“to work it and take care of it”:%!"!/"+#&"[&0"
@&(+$4&/+5"+#&"0,*'"#3(-$/'4$/"")("$"+*$/(7$+),/",1"+#&"C*&&?"

 
39 Strong’s # 127 
40 Genesis 5:2 
41 Genesis 2:15 NIV 
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0,*'".&,*.,(:%""@#&"%&*-"1,*45".&,*.&,5%+"4&$/("A+,"+)77"$/'"
637+)%$+&"+#&"1)&7'D:""
"
!/"=6*)9+3*&5"C,'>("?)/.',4"E;&-*&0F"4$77?3%%5"C*&&?F"-$(&7)$%,H"
$/'"C,'>(";,3(&#,7'"E;&-*&0F"-$8)+#%&5"C*&&?F",)?,(%'H"$*&"1,*"
$77")/+&/+("$/'"93*9,(&(5"(8/,/84,3(:"!/"$"4$//&*",1"(9&$?)/.5"
0&"6,37'"($8"-8"&L+&/(),/"+#$+"*3//)/."$"#,3(&#,7'")("7)?&"
*3//)/.",/&>("9&*(,/$7"C,'I.)%&/"7)++7&"A?)/.',4D:"V+"+#&"%&*8"
7&$(+5")+")("7)?&"*3//)/."$"-3()/&((:""
"
Living in Captivity 

 
An Experience of the Captivity ~ Psalm 137:1-4 
 
“By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down and wept, when 
we remembered Zion. Upon the willows in the midst of it we 
hung our harps. For there our captors demanded of us songs, 
and our tormentors, jubilation, saying, ‘Sing for us one of the 
songs of Zion!’ How can we sing the LORD’S song in a 
foreign land?” 
"

 
42 Strong’s # 1092. 2 Timothy 2:6; James 5:7 
43 Strong’s # 1090 
44 Strong’s # 4437 
45 Strong’s 932 
46 Strong’s # 1004 
47 Strong’s # 3614 
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_#)7&"/,+"GM"+#&"0,*7'5"+#&"1,77,0&*(",1"U&(3("$*&"!["+#&"0,*7':"
EU,#/"NbFRINRH"@#&"1$6+")(5"+#&"^,*'>("9&,97&"#$%&"7)%&'")/"
6$9+)%)+8"+,"+#&"_,*7'"=8(+&4"&%&*"()/6&"+#&"T$-87,/)$/"J$9+)%)+8"
I"4,*&"+#$/"P"�"+#,3($/'"8&$*(",1"6$9+)%)+8:%("K%&/"-&1,*&"+#$+5"
+#&"9&,97&",1"C,'"&L9&*)&/6&'"9&*),'(",1"6$9+)%)+8:%)"!+")("9*,-$-78"
&$()&*"+,")4$.)/&"+#&",%&*+",99*&((),/",1"+#&"(,/(",1"U$6,-")/"
K.89+5",*"+#&"U&0(")/"+#&"T$-87,/)$/"J$9+)%)+85",*"+#&"1)*(+"6&/+3*8"
J#*)(+)$/("3/'&*"\,4$/"9&*(&63+),/5"+#$/")+")("1,*"3("+,"6,4&"+,"
+&*4("0)+#"+#&"4,*&"(3-+7&"&/(7$%&4&/+"0&",3*(&7%&("$*&"(3-W&6+"
+,")/"+#&"+&6#/,7,.)6$7"$.&")/"0#)6#"0&"7)%&"$("/367&$*"1$4)7)&(:"
G+#&*("#$%&"0*)++&/"&L6&77&/+78",/"+#&"9$*+)637$*"6#$77&/.&(",1"7)1&"
)/"6,/+&49,*$*8"0&(+&*/"(,6)&+)&("<"(9&6)1)6$778"#,0"+&6#/,7,.85"
0#)7&")/"$"(&/(&"#$("4$'&",3*"7)%&("4,*&"A6,/%&/)&/+D5"8&+"#$(")/"
%$*),3("0$8("(&*%&'"+,"&/(7$%&"3("+,")+(&71"$/'")+(")49,(&'"
,*.$/)e$+),/$7"(8(+&4(5"9*,6&'3*&(5"$/'"9*$6+)6&(5"$("0&77"$(")+("
4&6#$/)(+)6"4&+#,',7,.)&(:,*""
"
"
"
"

 
48 The conventional date of the Babylonian Captivity is 597 B.C., but there were actually several 
different times during this period (607-586 B.C.) when the Jews were taken captive by Babylon.  
49 400 years in Egypt, 40 years in the Wilderness, approximately 875 years of living in the midst 
of the   nations of Canaan, 70 years in Babylon, and after the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 A.D., 
the dispersion of the Jews into Gentile nations  
50 For further reading on this subject, I would recommend the writings of Jacques Ellul, 
particularly “The Technological Society” and “The Technological System”. 
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The Rise & Fall of the Nuclear Family 
"
;)(+,*)6$7785"+#&"4,%&4&/+"$0$8"1*,4"+#&"&L+&/'&'"1$4)78"+,"+#&"
/367&$*"1$4)78"#$("(&*%&'"+,")/6*&$(&"+#&"0&).#+",1"&%&*8'$8"
-3*'&/(",/"4&/5"0,4&/5"$/'"6#)7'*&/"$7)?&:"V/'"/,05"'3*)/."+#&"
+)4&(")/"0#)6#"0&"7)%&5"0)+#"+#&"')()/+&.*$+),/",1"+#&"/367&$*"
1$4)785"$/'"+#&"&4&*.&/6&",1"/&0"(,6)&+$7"A(,73+),/(D5"+#&"
-3*'&/("6,/+)/3&"+,"-&6,4&"#&$%)&*:"!/"#)("$*+)67&5"A@#&"[367&$*"
M$4)78"0$("$"X)(+$?&D5"Y$%)'"T*,,?("(?)7713778".)%&("3("$/"
#)(+,*)6$7",%&*%)&0",1"0#$+"#$("+$?&/"97$6&5"0#&*&"0&"$*&5"$/'"
0#$+"/&&'("+,"-&"*&(+,*&':"!"#).#78"*&6,44&/'"*&$')/."+#&"
$*+)67&:,!"T3+"#,9&137785"W3(+"(,4&"?&8"23,+$+),/("#&*&"4$8"#&79"
(&*%&"+#&"93*9,(&",1"+#)("9*&(&/+"$*+)67&F"
"
“We’re likely living through the most rapid change in family structure 
in human history. The causes are economic, cultural, and institutional 
all at once.” "
"
“The period when the nuclear family flourished was not normal. It was a 
freakish historical moment when all of society conspired to obscure its 
essential fragility.” 
 
“I often have asked African friends who have immigrated to America 
what most struck them when they arrived. Their answer is always a 
variation on a theme – the loneliness.” 

 
51 “The Nuclear Family was a Mistake”, David Brooks, Atlantic, March 2020. 
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“For many people, the era of the nuclear family has been a catastrophe. 
All forms of inequality are cruel. But family inequality may be the 
cruelest. It damages the heart.” 
 
“The family structure we’ve held up as the cultural ideal for the past half 
century has been a catastrophe for many. It’s time to figure out better 
ways to live together.” """"
"
!/"+#&"6,/+&L+",1"0#$+"#$("-&&/"($)'"$-,%&5"7&+>("+$?&"$"4,4&/+"
+,"*&17&6+",/"+#&"A&%&*8'$8D"-3*'&/(".&*4$/&"+,"$77"#,3(&#,7'("<"
)/"-,+#"9$(+"$/'"9*&(&/+".&/&*$+),/(:"@#&*&"$*&"4$/8"A-3*'&/(D"
+,"-&"-,*/&"<"-,+#"4$+&*)$7"$/'"&4,+),/$7:""
"
Economic Burdens 
"
K%&*8"#,3(&#,7'"#$(")+(")/6,4&"$/'"&L9&/')+3*&"+,"-$7$/6&")/")+("
&6,/,48:"@#)("*&23)*&("(311)6)&/+")/6,4&I9*,'36)/."0,*?"-3+"$7(,"
(?)77137"#,3(&#,7'"$'4)/)(+*$+),/"1,*"4$)/+&/$/6&:""
"
@#&(&"$*&"0&77I?/,0/"1$6+(F"_#)7&"+#&"(+$/'$*'",1"7)%)/.")("
)/6*&$()/.")/"'&%&7,9)/."/$+),/(5".&/&*$778"(9&$?)/.5"+#&",99,()+&"
)("+*3&")/"0&(+&*/"/$+),/(:,""@#)("9#&/,4&/,/5"6,397&'"0)+#"
*&7&/+7&((")/17$+),/")(")/6*&$()/."(+*&((")/"#,3(&#,7'(:"_#)7&"+#,(&"
)/"'&%&7,9)/."/$+),/("$*&"&/W,8)/."4,*&"4$+&*)$7"0&$7+#5")/"

 
52 With the exception of the infamous “1%” of billionaires. 
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0&(+&*/"/$+),/("+#&*&")("$"')($99&$*)/."4)''7&"67$(("$/'"$/"
)/6*&$()/."A9,,*D"67$((5"9$*+)637$*78")/"+#&"6$(&",1"+#,(&"0#,"$*&"
7&(("&'36$+&'"$/'"7&(("&23)99&'"0)+#"9$*+)637$*"(?)77("1,*"
&497,84&/+")/"+#&"&%&*"23)6?78")/6*&$()/."+&6#/,7,.)6$7"
&6,/,48:"!"&/+&*&'"+#&"V4&*)6$/"0,*?1,*6&"$/'"-&6$4&"$"
#,3(&#,7'&*")/"+#&"NObd(:"T3+"!"$7(,"7$+&*"7)%&'")/"$"'&%&7,9)/."
/$+),/"1,*"Na"8&$*(:"T&)/."A9,,*D")("9#8()6$778"(+*&((137")/"-,+#"
()+3$+),/(5"-3+"-&)/."A9,,*D")/"$"0&(+&*/"/$+),/"#$("$/"$''&'"
&4,+),/$7"(+*&(("!"')'"/,+",-(&*%&")/"+#&"'&%&7,9)/."/$+),/:,+""
"
V7(,5"$("+&6#/,7,.8"9*,.*&((&(5".,%&*/4&/+(5"$/'"6,49$/)&(5"
93+"4,*&"$/'"4,*&"*&(9,/()-)7)+8",/"+#&")/')%)'3$7"9&*(,/$7"
6,493+&*",*"(4$*+"9#,/&",0/&*"+,"',"4,*&"$/'"4,*&",1"+#&"
+#)/.("+#$+"+#&)*",11)6&"(+$11"3(&'"+,"',")/"+*$/($6+),/("$("9$*+",1"
+#&)*"*&.37$*"(&*%)6&"1,*"+#&)*"67)&/+(:"_#&+#&*"8,3"+#)/?"+#$+"
+&6#/,7,.8"#$("9*,'36&'"4,*&"6,/%&/)&/6&5",*"4,*&"(+*&((5",*"
-,+#5"#,3(&#,7'("$*&"3/'&*"4,*&"(+*&(("+,'$8"+#$/"&%&*:"V/'"
0#&+#&*"8,3"+#)/?"+#$+"A&$*/)/."$"7)%)/.D"$/'"A4$?)/."&/'("4&&+D"
0$("&$()&*",*"4,*&"')11)637+")/"9*&%),3(".&/&*$+),/(5"#,3(&#,7'("
$*&"(+)77"3/'&*"(+*&(("+#$+"')'"$/'"(+)77"',&("-*&$?"+,,"4$/8"

 
53 Having said that, I also must add: I minister to many in developing nations, and have observed 
that even though their standard of living is increasing, they have high unemployment, and are 
indebted to landlords and health care facilities.       
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4$**)$.&("$/'"/367&$*"1$4)7)&(:";,3(&#,7'("/&&'"+#&"&L+&/'&'"
1$4)78"4,'&7"+,"#&79"6$**8"&6,/,4)6"-3*'&/(:""
"

 
 
Emotional Burdens 
"
T&6$3(&",1"+#&"M$775"&%&*8"1$4)78"6$**)&("&4,+),/$7"-3*'&/(:"_#$+"
!"4&$/"-8"+#&"+&*4"A&4,+),/$7"-3*'&/(D")/"+#)("6$(&")(F"

• K4,+),/$7"A0,3/'(D"1*,4"9$(+"7)1&"&L9&*)&/6&("0#)6#"$*&"$"*&(37+"
,1",3*",0/"9&*(,/$7"()/"$/'"()/"$.$)/(+",3*"9&*(,/"-8",+#&*(:,%"

• @#&"*&(37+)/."9&*6&9+),/(5")/+&*9*&+$+),/(5"$++)+3'&(5"*&(9,/(&(5"
$/'"-&#$%),*"9$++&*/("0#)6#"$*&"$',9+&'"$/'"97$8&'",3+"+,0$*'("
,+#&*(")/")/+&*I9&*(,/$7"*&7$+),/(#)9("E)/673')/."1$4)78"
*&7$+),/(#)9(H"0#)6#"$*&"*,,+&'")/"+#&(&"A&4,+),/$7"0,3/'(D:""

 
54 A colloquial term would be “baggage”. 
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M$+#&*(5"4,+#&*(5"(,/(5"'$3.#+&*(5"#3(-$/'(5"0)%&(5"(,/(I)/I7$05"
'$3.#+&*(I)/I7$05".*$/'9$*&/+(5"$/'".*$/'6#)7'*&/"I"0&*&"$77"-,*/"
)/"()/5"$/'"$77"$*&")/",/.,)/."*&9&/+$/6&"$/'"*&6,%&*8"1*,4"()/:"
@#)("9*,6&((")("9$*+)637$*78")/+&/(&")/"1$4)7)&("$/'"1$4)78"
*&7$+),/(#)9(:"h&+")+")("9*&6)(&78")/"1$4)7)&("$/'"1$4)78"
*&7$+),/(#)9("0#)6#"+#&";,78"=9)*)+"6$/"$66,497)(#";)("4,(+"

&11&6+)%&"0,*?",1"#&$7)/.5"*&6,%&*85"$/'"+*$/(1,*4$+),/:"!>%&"
0*)++&/"$-,3+"+#)("9*,6&((")/"'&+$)7")/"48"$*+)67&"A=9)*)+3$7"^)1&"�"
C*,0+#D:,,"T3+"#,9&13778"+#&"1,77,0)/."-*)&1"&L6&*9+"0)77"
6,443/)6$+&"0#8"$/'"#,0"“God is at work in all things (and in 
all families) for good – to conform us to the image of His Son.”  

(Romans 8:28-29)  
"
“Along with the ‘deathly’ results of being ‘born in sin’ and the results of 
the ‘pits we have dug for ourselves’56, there are the effects of sins that 
have been committed against us. There is a recovery from sin that 
comes through repenting of our own sin, but there is also a recovery – a 
healing and wholeness – in point of fact, transformation that comes 
through forgiveness of those who have sinned against us.  

 
REPENTANCE IS NEEDED FOR OUR SINS. 

FORGIVENESS IS NEEDED FOR THE SINS OF OTHERS. 
 
To be a human being is to be ‘damaged goods’. We are all damaged by 
the Fall into Sin, damaged by life in a fallen world, and damaged by 

 
55 Also available is a 2-Part Audio version: 1) “The Normal Christian Birth Into Spiritual Life” 2) 
“The Normal Christian Life of Ongoing Spiritual Growth” 
56 Cf. Psalms 7:15, 35:7-8, 57:6 
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sinners. All relationships – in families, marriages, friendships - carry the 
results of the Fall, and therefore carry the potential to inflict ‘death’ – 
unmet expectations, rejections, hurts, wounds, etc. through 
transgressions. ‘It’s a fact of life’. So, we all need recovery – we all need 
a measure of healing – in point of fact, we need transformation, 
because of various negative life experiences. 

 
If we do not find God’s grace to forgive those who have sinned against us 
- be it parents, spouses, siblings, friends, authority figures, etc. – there is 
the danger of that unforgiveness developing into a ‘root of bitterness’ 
which will cause trouble’ and ‘defile’ relationships. The writer to the 
Hebrews warned us: “See to it that no one comes short of the grace 
of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and 
by it many be defiled.’57”    
"
M$4)78"#,3(&#,7'("#$%&"+#&"/$+3*&"$/'"&/%)*,/4&/+",1"$"
A#,+#,3(&D"0)+#)/"+#&"6,/+&L+",1"+#&"/$+3*$7"-,/'(",1"1$4)7)$7"7,%&:"
V/'"(,5")+")("9*&6)(&78")/"#,3(&#,7'("$/'"1$4)78"*&7$+),/(#)9("
+#$+"+#&";,78"=9)*)+"6$/"$66,497)(#";)("4,(+"&11&6+)%&"0,*?",1"

#&$7)/.5"*&6,%&*85"$/'"+*$/(1,*4$+),/"0)+#"*&.$*'("+,"&4,+),/$7"

-3*'&/(:";,3(&#,7'("/&&'"+#&"&L+&/'&'"1$4)78"4,'&7"+,"#&79"

6$**8"+#&(&"&4,+),/$7"-3*'&/(:""
"
"
"
"

 
57 Hebrews 12:15 
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Burdens Associated with Aging & Illness  
"
@#&(&"$*&"-3*'&/("0#)6#"$*&"*$*&78"6,/()'&*&'"I"&L6&9+"-8"+#,(&"
0#,"#$%&"-&6,4&"A&7'&*78D5"$/'"+#,(&"0#,"$*&"6$77&'"39,/"+,"
.)%&"6$*&"+,"+#&"&7'&*78:"_)+#"$.&5"$7(,"6,4&"+#&"$''&'"-3*'&/("
,1"'&+&*),*$+)/."#&$7+#:";,0&%&*5"+#&*&")("'&1)/)+&78")/6*&$()/."
$0$*&/&((",1"+#&"(9&6)1)6(",1"+#&"*&23)*&4&/+("$/'"')11)637+)&(",1"
6$*&.)%)/."1,*"+#&"&7'&*78"$/'"+#,(&"0)+#"6#*,/)6"#&$7+#"6,/')+),/(:"
@#&*&")("$7(,")/6*&$()/."$0$*&/&((",1"+#&"+,77")+"+$?&("39,/"+#&"
6$*&.)%&*(:";)(+,*)6$7785"+#&"&7'&*78"$/'"')($-7&'"0&*&"+$?&/"6$*&"
,1"-8"+#&"&L+&/'&'"#,3(&#,7':"_)+#"+#&"*)(&",1"+#&"/367&$*"1$4)785"
+#&"&7'&*78"$/'"')($-7&'"0&*&"4,*&",1+&/"97$6&'")/"%$*),3("+89&("
,1"$(()(+&'"7)%)/."1$6)7)+)&(:"G/78"*&6&/+785"#$("+#&"+)'&"-&&/"+3*/)/."
-$6?"+,"#,3(&#,7'"6$*&.)%)/.:"V/'"*&6&/+"(+3')&("#$%&"(#,0/"
+#$+"#,3(&#,7'"6$*&.)%)/.")("#).#78"9*&1&**&'"-8"+#,(&"0#,"$*&"+#&""
&7'&*78"$/'")775"$/'"+#$+"+#)("+89&",1"#,3(&#,7'"6$*&"$11,*'("4$/8"
-&/&1)+(:"=+3')&("#$%&"$7(,"-*,3.#+"+,"7).#+"+#&"#$*'(#)9("(36#"
#,3(&#,7'"6$*&"6$/"-*)/."39,/"1$4)78"4&4-&*(5"9$*+)637$*78"+#,(&"
',)/."+#&"#$/'(I,/"6$*&:,(";,3(&#,7'("/&&'"+#&"&L+&/'&'"
1$4)78"4,'&7"+,"#&79"6$**8"+#&(&"-3*'&/(:""
""""""

"
" "

 
58 For more information: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5052697/  
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"!

Bearing One Another’s Burdens 
"
1“Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who 
are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each 
one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be 
tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the 
law of Christ. 3 For if anyone thinks he is something when he is 
nothing, he deceives himself. 4 But each one must examine his 
own work, and then he will have reason for boasting in regard 
to himself alone, and not in regard to another. 5 For each one 
will bear his own load.” Galatians 6:1-5 
"
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An Apparent Contradiction 
"
M)*(+785"0&"/&&'"+,"$''*&(("+#&"$99$*&/+"6,/+*$')6+),/"-&+0&&/"
%&*(&("P"$/'"c")/"C$7$+)$/("RF"2 “Bear one another’s burdens” <"
$/'"I 5 “For each one will bear his own load:D"V*&"0&"+,"-&$*",/&"
$/,+#&*>("-3*'&/(5",*"(#,37'"&$6#",/&"-&$*"+#&)*",0/"-3*'&/f"
T,+#:"
"
�&*(&",/&"(&+("+#&"6,/+&L+"1,*"+#&"9$(($.&"E%%:"NIcHF""
1“Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, you who 
are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each 
one looking to yourself, so that you too will not be tempted."
"
J,/6&*/)/."A)1"$/8,/&DF"@#&"C*&&?"0,*'")("$/+#*,9,(5,)"()4978"
4&$/)/."$"#34$/"-&)/.:"T3+"@#$8&*>("C*&&?"^&L)6,/")/1,*4("3("
+#$+"+#)("9$*+)637$*"C*&&?"0,*'"0$("3(&'")/"/34&*,3("97$6&(")/"
+#&"[&0"@&(+$4&/+"+,"6,443/)6$+&"%$*),3("$(9&6+(",1"#34$/"
0&$?/&((:"S$37"3()/."+#)("0,*'"+,"(&+"+#&"6,/+&L+",1"AT&$*)/."
G/&"V/,+#&*>("T3*'&/(D")497)&("+#$+"+#&"-3*'&/("&$6#",/&",1"
3("6$**8"4$8"-&"+#&"6,/(&23&/6&(",1",3*"3/)%&*($7"1$77&//&(("

1*,4"A4)(()/."+#&"4$*?D&*"$/'"1$77)/."(#,*+",1"+#&".7,*8"C,'"

)/+&/'&'&!"I"+#$+")(5"+#&"*&(37+(",1",3*"&$*+#785"17&(#78".&/&*)6"

 
59 Strong’s # 444 
60 Greek: harmartano, Strong’s # 264 
61 Romans 3:23 
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#34$/"0&$?/&((&(:&""!/",+#&*"0,*'(5"0#$+"0&"+*8"+,"
6,443/)6$+&"0)+#",3*"6,77,23)$7"9#*$(&(F"A_&>*&"W3(+"#34$/:D5"
A[,",/&")("9&*1&6+:D"A_&"$77"4$?&"4)(+$?&(:D""
"
[,05"+,"-&"67&$*5"()/")("$"+*$/(.*&((),/",1"+#&"7$0",1"C,'&+Q"$/'"
0&"$*&"$77"-,*/")/"+#&"(+$+&",1"()/&%:"T3+")+")("$7(,"-&8,/'"')(93+&"
+#$+"()/"#$("7&1+")+("4$*?",/"&%&*8",/&",1"3("<"0#$+"!"#$%&"6,4&"+,"
(&&"$("4,*$7"A')($-)7)+)&(D:"_&"$*&"$77"A')($-7&'D"<"A1$77)/."(#,*+D",1"

 
62 Thayer’s Greek Lexicon: c. with the added notion of weakness, by which man is led into 
mistake or prompted to sin: οὐκ ἄνθρωποι; (R G σαρκικοί) ἐστε; 1 Corinthians 
3:4; σοφία ἀνθρώπων, 1 Corinthians 2:5; ἀνθρώπων ἐπιθυμίαι, 1 Peter 
4:2; κατά ἄνθρωπον περιπατεῖτε ye conduct yourselves as men, 1 Corinthians 
3:3; λαλεῖν or λέγειν κατά ἄνθρωπον, to speak according to human modes of thinking, 1 
Corinthians 9:8; Romans 3:5; κατά ἄνθρωπον λέγω, I speak as a man to whom analogies from 
human affairs present themselves, while I illustrate divine things by an example drawn from 
ordinary human life, Galatians 3:15; κατά ἄνθρωπον θηριομάχειν, as man is accustomed to fight, 
urged on by the desire of gain, honor and other earthly advantages, 1 Corinthians 
15:32: οὐκ ἐστι κατά ἄνθρωπον is not accommodated to the opinions and desires of 
men, Galatians 1:11; (for examples of κατά ἄνθρωπον in secular authors see Wetstein on Rom. 
as above); with the accessory notion of malignity: προσέχετε ἀπό τῶν ἀνθρώπων, Matthew 
10:17; εἰς χεῖρας ἀνθρώπων, Matthew 17:22; Luke 9:44. 
d. with the adjunct notion of contempt (as sometimes in Greek writings): John 5:12; the 
address ὦ ἄνθρωπε, or ἄνθρωπε, is one either of contempt and disdainful pity, Romans 
9:20 (Plato, Gorgias, p. 452 b. σύ δέ ... τίς εἰ, ὦ ἄνθρωπε), or of gentle rebuke, Luke 22:58, 60. 
The word serves to suggest commiseration: ἴδε (T Tr WH ἰδού) ὁ ἄνθρωπος behold the man in 
question, maltreated, defenseless, John 19:5. 
e. with a reference to the twofold nature of man. ὁ ἔσω and ὁ ἔξω ἄνθρωπος, soul and 
body: Romans 7:22; Ephesians 3:16; 2 Corinthians 4:16, (Plato, rep. 9, 589 
a. ὁ ἐντός ἄνθρωπος; Plotinus Enn. 5, 1, 10 ὁ εἴσω ἄνθρωπος; cf. Fritzsche on Romans, vol. ii., 
61f. (Meyer on Romans, the passage cited; Ellicott on Ephesians, the passage 
cited)); ὁ κρυπτός τῆς καριδας ἀνθρ. 1 Peter 3:4. 
f. with a reference to the twofold moral condition of man, ὁ παλαιός (the corrupt) 
and ὁ καινός (ὁ νέος) ἄνθρωπος (the truly Christian man, conformed to the nature of 
God): Romans 6:6; Ephesians 2:15; Ephesians 4:22, 24; Colossians 3:9 
63 1 John 3:4 
64 Psalm 51:5 
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-&)/."A$-7&D")/"(,4&"(&/(&",*"$/,+#&*:"V/'"0&"(#,37'"$77"#$%&"
6,49$((),/"$/'"+*&$+",/&"$/,+#&*"?)/'78:&,""
"
!+")("+*3&"+#$+"“Sin is no longer our master.”&&"_&"6$/"$/'"(#,37'"
&L&*6)(&"+#&"1*3)+",1"+#&"=9)*)+"6$77&'"A(&71I6,/+*,7D:&'"T3+5"$("0&"$77"
?/,0"<"0&"(+)77"()/&(5"“fall into pits we have dug for ourselves”695"
$/'"6*&$+&"-3*'&/(,4&"()+3$+),/(")/",3*"7)%&("0#)6#"6$/"-&"
,%&*0#&74)/.:"G3*";&$%&/78"M$+#&*"#$("9)+8",/"3(F"“As a father 
pities his children, so the LORD pities those who fear Him. For 
He knows our frame; He remembers that we are dust.” (Psalm 
103:13-14) V/'"(,5"0&"(#,37'"$7(,"#$%&"9)+8",/",/&"$/,+#&*:'*"
_#)7&",3*"-3*'&/("4$8"-&",1",3*",0/"4$?)/.5"0&"$77"#$%&"+#&4:"
V/'"+#&(&"-3*'&/("4$8"-&"'&-)7)+$+)/."<"+#$+")(5"0&"4$8"/,+"-&"
$-7&"+,"6$**8"+#&4"$7,/&:"_&"$77"/&&'"(,4&"4&$(3*&",1"#&79:"_&"
/&&'"+,F"2“Bear one another’s burdens, and thereby fulfill the 
law of Christ.” (Galatians 6:2) 
  
T3+"0&"(+)77"#$%&"C$7$+)$/("RFc"0#)6#"($8(F"5 “For each one will 

bear his own load.” !"1,3/'"+#$+"+#&"1,77,0)/."6,44&/+$*8"
&7)4)/$+&("+#&"$99$*&/+"6,/+*$')6+),/F""

 
65 Colossians 3:13 
66 Romans 6:14 
67 Galatians 5:23; 2 Timothy 1:7; Titus 2:2, 11-12; 1 Peter 1:6; Cf. Proverbs 25:28 
68 1 John 1:8 
69 Cf. “Whoever digs a hole and scoops it out falls into the pit they have made. The trouble they 
cause recoils on them; their violence comes down on their own heads.” Psalm 7:15-16 
70 Ephesians 4:32; Cf. 1 Corinthians 2:7 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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“In Galatians 6:2 and 6:5, though the same English word [“burden(s)”] 
is used in the King James translation, the fact is, different Greek words 
were used in the original manuscripts. In verse 2, “burdens” is 
translated from baros, meaning “weight,” or figuratively, an 
“experience of something that is particularly oppressive”.71 In verse 5, 
“burden” is from fortion, meaning “that which constitutes a load for 
transport,” or “that which is carried and constitutes a burden”.72 Many 
modern versions have attempted to show readers the difference in the 
two words by translating baros as “burden(s)” in 6:2 and fortion as 
“load” in 6:5 (NKJV, NASB, ESV). Though further explanation to the 
alleged conundrum is still necessary, noting the difference in the Greek 
should cause skeptics to reconsider their KJV-based accusations. 
 
Second, Galatians 6:2 and 6:5 do not represent an either/or command. If 
it is possible for the Christian to both (1) bear his own burden/load, 
while at the same time (2) help bear another’s burden, then both 
commands must be followed, without assuming that one command must 
be obeyed to the exclusion of the other. Consider how the Bible writers 
condemned laziness (Proverbs 6:6-11; 10:5; 21:25). Paul even went so 
far as to say, “If anyone will not work, neither shall he eat. For we 
hear that there are some who walk among you in a disorderly manner, 
not working at all, but are busybodies. Now those who are such we 
command and exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ that they work in 
quietness and eat their own bread” (2 Thessalonians 3:10-12). At the 
same time, the child of God is to give to the poor (Proverbs 28:27; Luke 
3:11). Paul instructed the penitent thief to “labor, doing honest work 
with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with 
anyone in need” (Ephesians 4:28, ESV). Are we to work to take care of 

 
71 Danker, Frederick William, William Arndt, and F.W. Gingrich, (2000), Greek-English Lexicon of 
the New Testament (Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press) 
72 Ibid. 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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our families and ourselves? Yes. Are we to help others who are 
genuinely in need (i.e., who have burdens that they are unable to bear 
alone)? Yes. Should lazy busybodies expect to receive physical help from 
Christians? Not necessarily. (They should “work in quietness and eat 
their own bread.” If anyone is capable of working, yet willfully chooses 
laziness instead, “neither shall he eat.”)  
 
In short, the Christian takes his personal responsibilities 
seriously (he “bears his own”). At the same time, for those whose 
burdens of life are more than they can carry, the Christian 
joyfully comes to their aid to provide them various kinds of 
physical and spiritual assistance.”73 
 
Those Whom the Lord Has Given 
"
M,*"4$/8"8&$*("/,05"+#&";,78"=9)*)+"#$("7&'"4&")/"4)/)(+*8"
+#*,3.#"+#&"1,77,0)/."%&*(&F"“Here am I and the children74 whom 

the LORD has given me! ” E!($)$#"gFNg"[BU�H"G1+&/5";&"#$("
'*$0/"48"$++&/+),/"+,"48"6#)7'*&/5"($8)/."+#$+"4)/)(+*8"-&.)/("
0)+#"+#,(&"$*,3/'"4&5")/"48",0/"#,3(&#,7':"M,*"&L$497&5"!"
,-(&*%&"+#$+"')(6)97)/."48"$'37+"6#)7'*&/"+$?&("39"436#"4,*&",1"
48"+#,3.#+"7)1&"$/'"9*$8&*"7)1&"+#$/"+#&"4)/)(+*8"+,"Ndd(",1",+#&*("
$*,3/'"+#&"0,*7':"M,*"4,(+",1"3(5"0&"$*&"/$+3*$778"4,+)%$+&'"+,"
#&79"-&$*"+#&"-3*'&/(",1"+#,(&",1",3*",0/"#,3(&#,7'5",-%),3(78"

 
73 Eric Lyons, Apologetics Press, “Bear One Another’s Burdens, or Just Bear Your Own?” 
https://apologeticspress.org/bear-one-anothers-burdens-or-just-bear-your-own-1273/  
74 For me, this has been in reference to both natural and spiritual children – but also all those I 
find in my life – “those whom the Lord has given me” to minister to. 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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-&6$3(&"+#&8"$*&",3*"7,%&'",/&(:"M,*"+#&"($4&"*&$(,/5")+")("

$7(,",-%),3(78"$"+,9"9*),*)+8")/",3*"#&$*+("$/'"7)%&("<")/",+#&*"
0,*'(5"A!+>(",/78"/$+3*$7:D""
"
[,0"U&(3("')'")/')6$+&"0&"43(+"7,%&";)4"4,*&"+#$/"+#&(&:',"V/'"
;&"$7(,"($)'";)("1$4)78"0&*&"+#,(&"0#,"',"C,'>("0)77:'&"T3+"$("0&"
($0"0)+#"+#&"$99$*&/+"6,/+*$')6+),/")/"C$7$+)$/("RFP"$/'"RFc5"+#&"
^,*'>("0,*'("',"/,+"/&6&(($*)78"*&9*&(&/+"$/"&)+#&*�,*"6,44$/':"
!+")("9,(()-7&"1,*"+#&"J#*)(+)$/"+,"',"-,+#: =,"+#&/5"-,+#"($8)/.("
43(+"-&"1,77,0&'5"0)+#,3+"$((34)/."+#$+",/&"43(+"-&",-&8&'"+,"
+#&"&L673(),/",1"+#&",+#&*:"[&)+#&*",1"+#,(&"($8)/.("&*$')6$+&"+#&"
1$6+"+#$+"/&L+"+,5",1"6,3*(&5"U&(3(5"+#&"^,*'",1",3*"7)%&(5"“those 

whom He has given”"<"+#,(&"0&"1)/'"$*,3/'"3(5")/",3*",0/"
#,3(&#,7'"<"(#,37'"-&",3*"+,9"9*),*)+8:"E!"?/,0"+#)("6$/"-&"A$"#$*'"
($8)/.D"-&6$3(&"U&(3("$7(,"($)'"+#$+",3*"A&/&4)&(D"4$8"$7(,"-&"
+#,(&",1",3*",0/"#,3(&#,7':''";,0&%&*5";&"$7(,"')*&6+&'"3("+,"
7,%&",3*"&/&4)&(:'(H""""
"
!/"#)("7&++&*"+,"+#&"C$7$+)$/(5"S$37")("(9&$?)/."+,"+#&".&/&*$7"
J#*)(+)$/"6,443/)+8"$-,3+"T&$*)/."G/&"V/,+#&*>("T3*'&/(:"!/"

 
75 Matthew 10:37; Luke 14;26; John 21:15 
76 Matthew 12:50; Mark3:35; Luke 8:21 
77 Matthew 10:36; Cf. Micah 7:6 
78 Matthew 5:44; Luke 6:27; Cf. Proverbs 5:21 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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#)("1)*(+"7&++&*"+,"@)4,+#85"#&"*&1&*("(9&6)1)6$778"+,"“those who are 

your own” – “those of your own household”F""
  
“But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for 
those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse 
than an unbeliever.” 1 Timothy 5:8 
 

=,7,4,/"0*,+&"+#&"1,77,0)/."$("0)(&"$'%)6&"1,*"#)("(,/F"“Do not 
withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your 
power to do it.” Proverbs 3:27"
 
Elderly Parents 
 
S$*&/+("/$+3*$778"#&79"-&$*"+#&"-3*'&/(",1"+#&)*"6#)7'*&/:"
;,0&%&*5"0#&/"9$*&/+("-&6,4&"&7'&*785"+#&8"4$8"6$**8"+#&(&"
-3*'&/(")/"+#&)*"#&$*+(5"$/'"4)/'(5"$/'"9*$8&*(5"-3+"$*&"/,"7,/.&*"
$-7&"+,"$6+3$778"',"4$/8",1"+#&"+#)/.("+#&8"')'"1,*"+#&)*"6#)7'*&/"
&$*7)&*")/"7)1&:"@#$+")("+)4&"1,*"+#&"$'37+"6#)7'*&/"+,"#&79"-&$*"+#&"
-3*'&/(",1"+#&)*"&7'&*78"9$*&/+(:"=6*)9+3*&"*&1&*("+,")+"$("
“honoring your parents”:"!+")(")/+&*&(+)/."#,0",1+&/"+#)("
“commandment with a promise”",1"0&77I-&)/.")("*&9&$+&'")/"
=6*)9+3*&:')"
"
"
"

 
79 Exodus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16; Leviticus 19:3; Ephesians 6:1-2 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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The Battle of Life 
 
3”Behold, children are a gift of the LORD, the fruit of the womb 
is a reward. 4 Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, so are the 
children of one’s youth. 5 Blessed is the man whose quiver is 
full of them; they will not be ashamed when they speak with 
their enemies in the gate.” Psalm 127:3-5 
 
!/"4$/8"0$8(5"7)1&"6$/"-&"$"A-$++7&D:"U3(+"$(".,'78"9$*&/+("#&79"
+#&)*"6#)7'*&/"0,*?"+#&)*"0$8"+#*,3.#"%$*),3(")((3&("$/'"(&$(,/("
)/"7)1&"-8"A/3*+3*)/.D(*"+#&4")/"+#&"^,*'5".,'78"$'37+"6#)7'*&/"$*&"+,"
-&"A0$**),*(D"$/'"-3*'&/I-&$*&*(5"#&79)/."+#&)*"9$*&/+(")/"+#&)*"
A-$++7&(D"0)+#"+#&"9#8()6$7"$/'"#&$7+#"-3*'&/("+#$+"(3*&78"6,4&"
0)+#",7'"$.&:""
"

“Behold how good and pleasant it is…” 
"
1 “Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brothers to live 
together in unity! 2 It is like the precious oil on the head, 
running down upon the beard, as on Aaron’s beard, the 
oil which ran down upon the edge of his robes. 3 It is like 
the dew of Hermon coming down upon the mountains of Zion; 
for the LORD commanded the blessing there—life forever.”  

Psalm 133 
 

 
 

 
80 Ephesians 6:4. Greek: extrepho, Strong’s # 1625, rear up to maturity, bring up, nurture. 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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F.B. Meyer comments: 
 
“The word “behold” suggests that some special manifestation of unity 
was taking place under the psalmist’s eyes, perhaps in connection with 
some great religious festival; or David may have composed it to celebrate 
the healing of the breach after the death of Ishbosheth. We must not only 
be one in God’s purpose, but must be willing to dwell together, that is, 
to manifest our unity in outward action.” 

 

AT&$*)/."G/&"V/,+#&*>("T3*'&/(D"A4$/)1&(+(",3*"3/)+8D")/"

#,3(&#,7'(D:"V/'"$("+#&"9($74)(+"($8(F “The LORD commanded 
the blessing there—life forever.”  
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The Law of Christ 
 

“Bear one another’s burdens, 
and thereby fulfill the law of Christ.” 

Galatians 6:2 
 
!"1)/'"A@#&"^$0",1"J#*)(+D(!"+,"-&"$/")/+*).3)/.5")49,*+$/+5"$/'"
)44&$(3*$-7&"+,9)6:"!"#$%&"0*)++&/"$-,3+")+"&7(&0#&*&("Q"$/'"97$/"
+,"0*)+&"4,*&",/")+")/"+#&"13+3*&:"!/"+#)("9*&(&/+"$*+)67&5"!"0)77"
$++&49+"+,"-*)&178"&(+$-7)(#"$"J#*)(+I6&/+&*&'"[&0"J,%&/$/+"
9&*(9&6+)%&",1"@#&"^$0",1"J#*)(+5"$/'"+#&/"1,63("(9&6)1)6$778",/"

 
81 1 Corinthians 9:21; Galatians 6:2; Cf. Romans 8:2 
82 “A New & Living Way”, https://www.atchriststable.org/ebooks/a-new-living-way/  

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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+#&"*&7$+),/(#)9"-&+0&&/"“bearing one another’s burdens”"$/'"
“the law of Christ”."
"
The Law of Christ "
"
^&+"4&"-&.)/"-8"($8)/."!"-&7)&%&"$"9$*+)637$*"%&*(&")/",/&",1"
!($)$#>("4&(()$/)6"9*,9#&6)&("+,"-&"1,3/'$+),/$7F"“I give YOU as 
a covenant to the people, as a Light to the nations.” Isaiah 42:6  
"
@#&"[&0"J,%&/$/+")("$"^)%)/."S&*(,/"<"J#*)(+"<"/,+"$"6,/+*$6+"
,1"0*)++&/"7&++&*(:"@;V@")("+#&"&((&/+)$7"')11&*&/6&"-&+0&&/"+#&"
G7'"$/'"+#&"[&0"J,%&/$/+("<"(9&6)1)6$7785"“NOT LIKE the 
covenant which I made with their fathers.” (The Mosaic 
Covenant)83 _#$+"0$("')11&*&/+"$-,3+")+f"=6*)9+3*&"6,/()(+&/+78"
)/1,*4("3(")+")( “by the Spirit, not by the letter”84 … so that we 
serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.85 
"
By the Spirit 
"
33 “For this is the covenant which I will make with the house of 
Israel after those days,” declares the LORD: “I will put My law 
within them and write it on their heart; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be My people. Jeremiah 31:33 

 
83 Jeremiah 31:32 
84 2 Corinthians 3:6. Or, “according to the Spirit, not according to the letter. Also, John 6:63. Cf. 
John 5:21, 6:68; Acts 5:20. 
85 Romans 7:6 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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!/"+#&"[&0"J,%&/$/+5"C,'>("7$0")("0*)++&/",/"#34$/"#&$*+(5"/,+"
,/"+$-7&+(",1"(+,/&:(&"!+")("$"7$0"0#)6#"$''*&((&("$/")/1)/)+&"
/34-&*",1"6)*634(+$/6&("$/'"()+3$+),/(:"!+>("$"7$0"0#)6#"1$*"
&L6&&'("+#&"+&/"6,44$/'4&/+(('5"$/'"+#&"RNa"6,44$/'4&/+("
)/"+#&"G7'"@&(+$4&/+5(("$/'"+#&"Ndcd"6,44$/'4&/+(")/"+#&"[&0"
@&(+$4&/+:()"!+>("$"^!�![C"^V_",9&*$+)/.")/"$77"6)*634(+$/6&("
$/'"()+3$+),/(5"P`�b5"4,4&/+"-8"4,4&/+5")/"+#&"(9)*)+5"1*,4"0)+#)/"
+#&"#&$*+:"
"
=,4&",11&*"+#$+"+#&"A7$0",1"J#*)(+D")("1,3/'")/"+#&"0*)++&/"0,*'(",1"
+#&"A=&*4,/",/"+#&"X,3/+D)*5"+#&"AC*&$+"J,44$/'4&/+D)!5"$/'"
+#&"A[&0"J,44$/'4&/+D)":"@#&(&"$*&5")/'&&'5"K�VXS^K=",1"
+#&"7$0",1"J#*)(+"<"%&*8")49,*+$/+"&L$497&("4&$/+"+,"-&"$".3)'&"
$/'"$"4&$(3*&",1",3*"$6+),/(:"!1"0&"6,/+*$')6+"+#&(&5"0& “lie 

against the truth”:)+"T3+"+#&(&"$*&"/,+"+#&"0#,7&/&((",1"+#&"7$0",1"
J#*)(+:"U&(3("+,7'"3("+,"“love one another”"<"0&"6$/"+$?&"+#$+"$("
$"7$0",*"$"6,44$/'4&/+"0#)6#")("0*)++&/")/"+#&".,(9&7(:"T3+"')'"
;&"(9&6)18";G_"+,"7,%&")/"&%&*8"6)*634(+$/6&"$/'"()+3$+),/f"[,5"

 
86 2 Corinthians 3:3 
87 Exodus 20 
88 Commandments in the Old Testament: https://www.jewfaq.org/613_commandments  
89 Commandments in the New Testament: 
https://www.abc.net.au/reslib/201407/r1308729_17984331.pdf  
90 Matthew 5-7; Luke 6 
91 Matthew 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-34; Luke 10:25-28 
92 John 13:34, 15:12 & 17 
93 James 3:14 

https://www.atchriststable.org/
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-3+";&"')'"9*,4)(&";)("=9)*)+"0,37'"“guide us into all the truth” <"
,1"$77"+#&"(9&6)1)6(",1"0#$+"+#&8"0&*&"/,+"$-7&"+,"*&6&)%&"$+"+#&"
+)4&:)%"!/"$"4$//&*",1"(9&$?)/.5"+#&8"6,37'"/,+"*&6&)%&5"-&$*5"
6$**8"+#&")/1)/)+&"0,*'("+#$+"6,49*)(&"+#&"0#,7&"7$0",1"J#*)(+:"@#&"
=9)*)+"0,37'"23)6?&/"0#$+"+#&8"/&&'&'"+,"#&$*"$+"$/8".)%&/"

+)4&:"@#$+")(";G_"0&",-&8")/"+#&"[&0"J,%&/$/+"I"Th",*"
VJJG\Y![C"+,"+#&"=9)*)+5"[G@"-8",*"$66,*')/."+,"+#&"7&++&*:),"
T3+5",1"6,3*(&5"+#&"=9)*)+"0)77"/&%&*"7&$'")/"$"0$8"0#)6#"0,37'"
6,/+*$')6+"0#$+";&";)4(&71")/(9)*&'"+,"-&"0*)++&/")/"+#&"=6*)9+3*&:"""
"
Knowing the Lord 
"
34 They will not teach again, each one his neighbor and each one 
his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they will all know 
Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them,” declares 
the LORD, “for I will forgive their wrongdoing, and their sin I 
will no longer remember.” Jeremiah 31:34 
"
!/"+#)("9$(($.&"1*,4"U&*&4)$#5"0&"(&&"+#&(&"+0,"9#*$(&(F"
“Know the Lord”"$/'"“They all will know Me”F"!/"+#&";&-*&0"
+&L+5"+#&"0,*'5"A8$'$D5)&")("+*$/(7$+&'"A?/,0D")/"-,+#")/(+$/6&(:"T3+"
)/"+#&"C*&&?"+*$/(7$+),/)'5"+0,"')11&*&/+"0,*'("$*&"3(&'"<"1)*(+5"

 
94 John 16:12-15. “receive”: (Greek) bastazo, Strong’s # 941, bear, carry, endure, receive. 
95 Romans 7:6 
96 Strong’s # 3045 
97 Apostolic Bible Polyglot https://apostolicbible.com/  
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https://apostolicbible.com/
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.)/,(?,)(5"$/'"+#&/5"&)',)):"ES7&$(&"*&$'"+#&"1,,+/,+&(:H"
J,4-)/)/."+#,(&"+0,"C*&&?"0,*'(".)%&("$"436#"*)6#&*"4&$/)/.:"
!>'"7)?&"+,",11&*"+#)("9$*$9#*$(&F"“They will no longer need to say 
to one another, ‘Have a personal, experiential relationship with 
the Lord’, because they all will recognize My Spirit working in 
their lives, and be able to perceive and understand Me and My 
ways.” 
"
Life 
"
@#&".,,'"/&0("$-,3+"U&(3(>"'&$+#5"-3*)$75"$/'"*&(3**&6+),/")("
4,*&"+#$/"+#&"1,*.)%&/&((",1"()/(:!**"!+")("$7(,"+#&"'&1&$+",1"'&$+#"
<"0#)6#")("“the wages of sin”:!*!"_#$+"+#&"^$4-",1"C,'"*&'&&4&'"
-$6?"1,*"3("E0#)6#"0$("7,(+")/"+#&"C$*'&/H")("^!MK:"U3(+"9$3(&"1,*"
$"4,4&/+"$/'"+#)/?",1"#,0"4$/8"+)4&("$/'")/"0#$+"0$8("+#&"
0,*'"A^!MKD"$99&$*(")/"=6*)9+3*&"<"&(9&6)$778"+#&"[&0"
@&(+$4&/+:!*""_&"6,37'"($8"+#$+"+#&"^$0",1"J#*)(+")/"+#&"[&0"

 
98 Greek: ginosko, Strong’s # 1097. Helps Word Studies: “properly, to know, especially 
through personal experience (first hand acquaintance). 1097 /ginṓskō ("experientially know").”  
99 Greek: eido, Strong’s # 1492. Helps Word Studies: “1492 eídō (oida) – properly, 
to see with physical eyes (cf. Ro 1:11), as it naturally bridges to 
the metaphorical sense: perceiving ("mentally seeing"). This is akin to the expressions: "I 
see what You mean"; "I see what you are saying." 1492 /eídō ("seeing that becomes knowing") 
then is a gateway to grasp spiritual truth (reality) from a physical plane. 1492 (eídō) then is 
physical seeing (sight) which should be the constant bridge to mental and spiritual seeing 
(comprehension). 
100 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 
101 Romans 6:23 
102 For example: John 5:12, 21; 6:63, 68; Acts 5:20; Romans 6:23; 2 Corinthians 3:6; Ephesians 
2:6; 1 John 3:14; Cf. Deuteronomy 30:19 
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J,%&/$/+")("$77"$-,3+"^!MK5"*$+#&*"+#$/"7&++&*(:"V/'"+#$+")("
&((&/+)$778"#,0"+#&"$9,(+7&"S$37"&L97$)/&'"+#&"[&0"J,%&/$/+F"
“A new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter 
kills, but the Spirit gives life.” 2 Corinthians 3:6"@#$+")("$7(,"#,0"
#&")'&/+)1)&'"“the Law of Christ”F"“The law of the Spirit of life 
in Christ Jesus”. Romans 8:2"
"
“We serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the 
letter.” Romans 7:6 “… for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives 
life.” 2 Corinthians 3:6  And “We know that we have passed out 
of death into life, because we love the brothers and sisters.”  

1 John 3:14 
"
!/+*)/()6"+,"“passing from death into life”5!*+")("+#&"(9)*)+3$7"*&$7)+8"
+#$+5")/"+#&"[&0"J,%&/$/+5"C,'>("7$0"<"+#&"7$0",1"J#*)(+"<"#$("
$7(,"9$((&'"1*,4"7&++&*("+,"7)1&:"T&6$3(&")+")("“by the Spirit”,")+")("
/,+"&4-&''&'",/"+$-7&+(",1"(+,/&5"-3+")("*&()'&/+"$/'",9&*$+),/$7"
)/"^!MK"<"&%&*8'$85"P`�b"^!MK:"V/'"1,*",3*"93*9,(&("#&*&5"“the 

law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus”"0#)6#".,%&*/("+#&"[&0"
J,%&/$/+")("(9&6)1)6$778",9&*$+),/$7")/"?)/.',4"#,3(&#,7'("<")/"

+#&"7)%&(",1"&L+&/'&'"1$4)7)&(5")/673')/."+#&)*"*&7$+),/(#)9("$/'"

+#&"-&$*)/.",1",/&"$/,+#&*>("-3*'&/(:"!/"+#&"[&0"J,%&/$/+5"+#&"

-&$*)/.",1",/&"$/,+#&*>("-3*'&/(")("',/&"“according to the 

 
103 1 John 3 

https://www.atchriststable.org/


 

Kingdom Households 
W.D. Furioso ~ ACTpublications (2024) ~ At Christ’s Table ~ https://www.AtChristsTable.org   

57 

Spirit, not according to the letter”,104"$("#$("-&&/"')(63((&'"

$-,%&:"""
"
!+"-&$*("*&9&$+)/.F"@#&"0*)++&/"0,*'(",1"J#*)(+"$*&"K�VXS^K=",1"
+#&"7$0",1"J#*)(+"<"%&*8")49,*+$/+"&L$497&("4&$/+"+,"-&"$".3)'&"
$/'"$"4&$(3*&",1",3*"$6+),/(:"!1"0&"6,/+*$')6+"+#&(&5"0& “lie 

against the truth”:!*,"@#&"=9)*)+"0)77"23)6?&/"0#$+"0&"/&&'"+,"#&$*"
$+"$/8".)%&/"+)4&:"V/'5",1"6,3*(&5"+#&"=9)*)+"0)77"/&%&*"7&$'")/"$"
0$8"0#)6#"0,37'"6,/+*$')6+"0#$+";&";)4(&71")/(9)*&'"+,"-&"0*)++&/"
)/"+#&"=6*)9+3*&:"""
"

The Opportunity & Context for Discipleship 
"
!"#$%&"0*)++&/"&L+&/()%&78",/"AY)(6)97&(#)9D")/",+#&*"$*+)67&("7)?&"
A@#&"�)/&8$*'",1"+#&"^,*'D5"A@#&";3(-$/'4$/D5"AJ#*)(+I6&/+&*&'"
Y)(6)97&(#)9"�"K23)99)/."X)/)(+*)&(D5"$/'"$7(,"AJ,/6&*/)/."
C$+#&*)/.D:"T3+"#&*&"!>77"(#$*&"-*)&178",/"+#&",99,*+3/)+8"$/'"
6,/+&L+"1,*"')(6)97&(#)9")/"+#&"?)/.',4"#,3(&#,7'"$/'"&L+&/'&'"
1$4)7)&(:"
"
"
"

 
104 Romans 7:6 
105 James 3:14 
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The Cultivator 
"
V66,*')/."+,"$/"&+84,7,.8"')6+),/$*85!*&"+#&",*).)/(",1"+#&"0,*'5"
A#3(-$/'D"0&*&"A#3(D5"4&$/)/."#,3(&"$/'"A-,/')D5"4&$/)/."
1*&&#,7'&*:"@#&"%&*-"+&/(&5")/"+#&",-(,7&+&"3($.&",1"A#3(-$/'D"
4&$/+"@G"JZ^@!�V@K:"@#&"/,3/5"A#3(-$/'D5")/")+("$*6#$)6"3(&5"
)("$"4$/$.&*5"$(",1"$"#,3(&#,7':""
"
J,/6&*/)/."+#&"A#,3(&#,7'D"$/'"+#&"A1*&&#,7'&*D",1"+#&"
#,3(&#,7'F"@#&*&"0$("$"()./)1)6$/+"')(+)/6+),/"-&+0&&/"+#,(&"0#,"
$*&"4&4-&*(",1"+#&"#,3(&#,7'"$/'"+#&"4$/$.&*",1"+#&"
#,3(&#,7':"@#)("#$("(9)*)+3$7")497)6$+),/("1,*"JZ^@!�V@G\=F"@#&"
4&4-&*(",1"+#&"#,3(&#,7'"#$%&"$/"$66,3/+$-)7)+8"1,*"+#&)*"
13/6+),/(:"T3+"+#&"4$/$.&*",1"+#&"#,3(&#,7'"#$("*&(9,/()-)7)+)&("
0)+#"*&.$*'"+,"+#&"#,3(&#,7'"4&4-&*(:""
"
U3(+"$(",3*"M$+#&*"C,'")("$"JZ^@!�V@G\",1",3*"7)%&(5"-8"
&L+&/(),/5"$"#3(-$/'")("6$77&'"+,"-&"$"JZ^@!�V@G\",1"#)("0)1&5"
0#,")("7)?&"“a garden locked is my sister, my bride, a rock 

garden locked, a spring sealed up”5"$/'")("+,"-&"/3*+3*&'"$/'"
*&7&$(&'"+,"-7,((,4"$/'".*,0:!*'"V/'"$"1$+#&*")("6$77&'"+,"-&"$"
JZ^@!�V@G\",1"#)("6#)7'*&/"0#,5"$7,/."0)+#"#)("0)1&"$*&"“being 

 
106 https://www.etymonline.com/word/husband 
107 Song of Solomon 4:12-16; Cf. Genesis 3:16, I Corinthians 11:3, Ephesians 5:22-33, Colossians 
3:18-19 
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like a fruitful vine within your house, your children like olive 
plants around your table”5"$7(,"+,"-&"/3*+3*&'"+,".*,0"$/'"-&$*"
1*3)+:!*(""
"
G1"6,3*(&5"+#&*&")("$"#3(-$/'I$/'I0)1&"9$*+/&*(#)9")/"9$*&/+)/.:"
V/'"$("0)+#"J#*)(+"$/'";)("-*)'&"+#&"J#3*6#5"+#&*&")("$"6,I
7$-,*)/.!*)5"$/'"$"(#$*&'"$'4)/)(+*$+),/",1"+#&"#,3(&#,7'!!*"
-&+0&&/"+#&"#3(-$/'"$/'"0)1&:"@#3(5"+#&"0)1&")/"+#&"#,3(&#,7'")("
$7(,"$"JZ^@!�V@G\",1"#&*"6#)7'*&/5"$("0&77"$("8,3/.&*"0,4&/"<"
)/"+#)("6$(&"<"#&*"'$3.#+&*5"'$3.#+&*(I)/I7$05"$/'".*$/'I
'$3.#+&*(:!!!""
"

Discipling Adult Children112 
"
V/,+#&*"0,*'"$-,3+"+#&"9#*$(&"A+#,(&"0#,4"+#&"^,*'"#$("
.)%&/DF"_#,"#$("+#&"^,*'"$7*&$'8"A.)%&/D"+,"8,3f"h,3*",0/"
6#)7'*&/�"V/'"+#&(&"4$8"-&"8,3*"-),7,.)6$7"6#)7'*&/5"(+&96#)7'*&/5"
7&.$778"$',9+&'"6#)7'*&/5",*")/1,*4$778"A$',9+&'D"6#)7'*&/:"@#&"
B)/.',4",1"C,'"I"C,'>(";,3(&#,7'"<")("9,937$+&'"-8"+#&"M$4)78"

 
108 Psalm 128:3; Cf. Exodus 20:12, Deuteronomy 5:16, Ephesians 6:2-4, Colossians 3:20-21 
109 1 Corinthians 3:9 
110 Cf. Matthew 19:28; Luke 22:29-30; 2 Timothy 2:12; Revelation 3:21; 20:4-5. 
111 Cf. Titus 2:4-5 
112 Parents cultivate and disciple their children when they are young, but continue to do so in 
different ways when they become adults. Grandparents add an additional dimension to the 
cultivating and discipling of grandchildren. 
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,1"C,':"@#&"A1$4)78D")("$/")/(+)+3+),/"6*&$+&'"-8"C,':"!+")("C,'>("
'&()*&"+#$+"8,3*"&L+&/'&'"1$4)78"$7(,"-&"$"(9)*)+3$7"1$4)78:""
"
V("!>%&"4&/+),/&'5"?)/.',4"#,3(&#,7'("9*&(&/+"$"6,/+&L+"1,*"
')(6)97&(#)9"0#)6#")(",/&",1"&%&*8'$8"7)1&"I"P`�b:"@#)("',&("/,+"
9*&673'&"(9&6)$7"(&((),/(5"-)-7&"(+3')&(5"&+6:"T3+"$("!>%&"+*)&'"+,"
9,)/+",3+5"+#)("6,/+&L+",1"')(6)97&(#)9"-&++&*"$77,0("+#&"+&$6#)/.(",1"
J#*)(+"+,"1)/'"+#&)*"$997)6$+),/")("$/")/1)/)+&"/34-&*",1"
6)*634(+$/6&("$/'"()+3$+),/(:"V/'5"$(")("$70$8("+#&"6$(&5"+#&",/&"
',)/."+#&"')(6)97)/."/&&'("+,"-&"(&/()+)%&"+,"+#&"0,*?)/.",1"+#&"
;,78"=9)*)+"<"/$4&785"A!/"+#)("6)*634(+$/6&5")/"+#)("()+3$+),/5"0#$+"
)(")+"+#$+"+#&";,78"=9)*)+")("($8)/."$/'"',)/."0)+#"+#)("9$*+)637$*"
9&*(,/5"$+"+#)("9$*+)637$*"+)4&fD";,9&137785"$/"&L6&*9+"1*,4"
$/,+#&*"$*+)67&"0)77"(&*%&"+,"13*+#&*"&L97$)/"0#$+"!"#$%&"+,"(#$*&"
$-,3+"')(6)97)/.")/"+#&"&L+&/'&'"1$4)78"?)/.',4"#,3(&#,7'!!+"�"
“In November of 2017, my wife and I, along with our daughter-in-law, 
traveled together by car approximately 3000 miles (to and fro) in 
response to two separate family crises. The somberness of the two 
situations and the extended time together in the car (approximately 7 
days in total) afforded some significant conversations about life and the 
things of God. As these conversations took place, I was silently having a 

 
113 Following are some general thoughts gleaned from a particular “case study” – namely, our 
discipling relationship with our daughter-in-law. Actually, the content of “The Husbandman” is 
drawn from a lifetime of experience with discipling relationships with - one biological son, an 
adopted daughter, two adopted grandchildren we raised from birth - a grand-daughter (and her 
husband) and a grandson (and his wife, our daughter-in-law), two grandsons, a great-grand-
daughter, and a great-grandson, as well as, many Christian couples, countless individual 
Christians. 
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conversation with myself – “taking notes”, as it were, on how this 
discipling was taking place in our relationship with our daughter-in-
law. Below are some notes I made to myself:  
 

§ Discipling is cultivating “those whom the Lord has given”.  
§ From an elder’s perspective, the ministry of discipleship is actually a 

lifetime investment. Whereas the perspective of a typical church 
ministry sees discipleship as a “program”, which is: short- term, should 
see a “return on investment”, and attempts to identify the particular 
“techniques” which have good and measurable outcomes. 

§ The ministry of a discipling relationship includes: 
I time, talk & teaching 
I long-term friendship  
I long-term observation 
I imparting primarily through life example rather than merely dispensing 

information 
§ In a discipling relationship, affirmation and encouragement play a 

major role.    
§ Discipling is primarily about nurturing peoples’ lives rather than 

merely “equipping” people with spiritual commodities. 
§ Germane to discipleship is the concept of “Family”.114 “Family” can be 

re-defined to include both biological and non-biological relationships. 
§ Discipling is more like parenting than simply teaching. 
§ What has been learned by the one being discipled is sometimes 

acknowledged as coming from the one doing the discipling, but 
sometimes not. 

 
114 Again, I would highly recommend an article by Chip Brogden entitled “Family, Fellowship, and Leadership”: 
https://www.chipbrogden.com/family-fellowship-and-leadership/  
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§ Generally speaking, young people are busy building their lives and don't 
realize they need a ministry relationship with spiritual elders until they 
are young adults, and maybe starting their own families. 

§ Those young people who do seek out a ministry relationship with 
spiritual elders are somewhat rare and wise.” 
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Belonging 
 

Family 
 
14“I bow my knees [in reverence] before the Father [of our Lord 
Jesus Christ], 15from whom every family in heaven and on 
earth derives its name [God--the first and ultimate 
Father].”  Ephesians 3:14-15 

@#&"6,/6&9+",1"A1$4)78D",*).)/$+&("0)+#"C,':"!/"C*&&?5"+#&"0,*'"1,*"
1$4)78")("9$+*)$!!,5"0#)6#")("'&*)%&'"1*,4"9$+&*5"+#&"0,*'"1,*"
A1$+#&*:D""

 

115 Strong’s # 3965. The Hebrew word translated family is mishpachah, Strong’s # 4940. 
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"
Belonging 
"
!/"+#)("9$(($.&5"S$37")("9*$8)/."+,"+#&"1$+#&*"1,*"&%&*8"-,*/I,1I+#&I
=9)*)+"6#)7'",1"C,'"<"+#$+"+#&8"4$8"K�SK\!K[JK"“the fullness of 

God” – a phrase"0#)6#"#&"+$?&("1,3*"4,*&"%&*(&("+,"'&(6*)-&"
E&49#$()("4)/&HF"""
16”May He grant you out of the riches of His glory, to be 
strengthened and spiritually energized with power through His 
Spirit in your inner self, [indwelling your innermost being and 
personality], 17so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
your faith. And may you, having been [deeply] rooted and 
[securely] grounded in love, 18be fully capable of comprehending 
with all the saints (God’s people) the width and length and 
height and depth of His love [fully experiencing that amazing, 
endless love]; 19and [that you may come] to know [practically, 
through personal experience] the love of Christ which far 
surpasses [mere] knowledge [without experience], that you may 
be filled up [throughout your being] to all the fullness of God [so 
that you may have the richest experience of God’s presence in 
your lives, completely filled and flooded with God Himself].  

Ephesians 3:16-19 
"
!"-&7)&%&"+#&"9#*$(&("!"&49#$()e&'"$-,%&"6,443/)6$+&"“the 

fulness of God”"+,"-&"&((&/+)$778"+#&"&L9&*)&/6&",1"-&)/."7,%&'"
-8"C,'"0)+#"$"(&/(&",1"TK^G[C![C"+,"C,':"
"
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S$37")("9*$8)/."+,"+#&"M$+#&*"1,*"+#&"J#3*6#"EK667&()$H"<"+#,(&"
0#,"#$%&"“received the Spirit of Christ”"$/'"+#&*&1,*&"
“BELONG to Christ” (Romans 8:9) – those who are “sons and 
daughters of God, led by the Spirit of God” (Romans 8:14)"<"
having received “a spirit of adoption as sons and daughters by 
which they cry out, ‘Abba! Father!’, the Spirit Himself testifying 
with their spirit that they are children of God.” (Romans 8;15-
16)  
"
S$37>("0,*'("+,"+#&"\,4$/"-*&+#*&/"$7(,"6,443/)6$+&"(,4&+#)/."
,1"0#$+")+")("+,"TK^G[C"+,"J#*)(+5"TK^G[C"+,"C,'5"TK^G[C"+,"
+#&"1$4)78",1"C,':"!"-&7)&%&"+#)("(&/(&",1"TK^G[C![C")("
/3*+3*&'"$/'"(399,*+&'"-8"+#&".,'78"7)1&"7)%&'"+,.&+#&*")/"$/"

&L+&/'&'"1$4)78"?)/.',4"#,3(&#,7'"0#&*&"$77"$*&"-&$*)/.",/&"

$/,+#&*>("-3*'&/("$/'"1371)77)/."+#&"7$0",1"J#*)(+:"""
"
20Now to Him who is able to [carry out His purpose and] do 
superabundantly more than all that we dare ask or think 
[infinitely beyond our greatest prayers, hopes, or dreams], 
according to His power that is at work within us, 21to Him be 
the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all 
generations forever and ever. Amen.” Ephesians 3:16-21 AMP 
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Bill & Frances Furioso 
 

~ At Christ’s Table ~  
 

 
 

Bill Furioso and his wife, Frances, have been married for more than 40 years, 
and have two children, four grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.  

Bill and Frances served as missionaries in South Africa for thirteen years 
making disciples, establishing churches, and training church leaders. Over a span of 40 
years, they also traveled extensively in an itinerant Bible teaching ministry which took 
them to hundreds of gatherings on four continents ministering in churches, conferences, 
spiritual formation seminars, and home gatherings. They have shepherded several 
churches, discipled many to Christ, and mentored church leaders in the USA and abroad.  

Being an avid student by nature, Bill has done both formal and informal study in 
various fields including Education, Music, Philosophy and Theology.  As a writer, he has 
authored many publications which are distributed worldwide. Because of Bill’s disabilities 
resulting from a spinal cord injury, their ministries of  writing, recording, distributing, 
mentoring, and correspondence are now shared primarily via the Internet...  

 
https://www.AtChristsTable.org  
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ACTpublications 
 

“… explaining spiritual realities with Spirit-taught words.”   1 Corinthians 2:13 
 

A teaching ministry from Bill and Frances Furioso 
!

At Christ’s Table 
 

Disciples of the King and His Kingdom eating and drinking of Jesus 
 
THE HEAD 
        THE CENTER 
                THE FOUNDATION  
                        of Biblical Christianity 

 with a view to 
                      REVELATION of Christ  
                                                  RELATIONSHIP with Christ                                                      
                                                                                     REFLECTION of Christ 
 

FREE ONLINE MINISTRY RESOURCES 
 

OUR WEBSITE: www.AtChristsTable.org  
 

WRITTEN MESSAGES 
Restoration Library: https://usr.helps7.com/AtChristsTable/indexA.html 

Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 
WordPress: https://atchriststable.wordpress.com/ 

 
RECORDED MESSAGES 

YouTube: www.YouTube.com/user/BillFurioso   
Academia.edu: https://independent.academia.edu/WDFurioso 

SoundCloud: https://soundcloud.com/user-648428572 
Spreaker: https://www.spreaker.com/user/14502151 

 
SOCIAL MEDIA 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/atchriststable  
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/in/at-christ-s-table-ministries-254b5320/ 

Twitter: https://www.twitter.com/atchriststable1  
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